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HAVING LOADS OF TROUBLE? 


DON’T PANIC 


“BANISH those gameplay blues 
with our 101 best cheats 
SOLVE those software 
headaches with six pages 
of technical advice 
BEAT inflated prices with 
our guide to cheap 
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SHADOW WARRIORS, the latest, greatest 
and most ambitious martial arts coin-op 
game now rages onto your computer 
FEATURING 
interactive scenic backdrops. The secrets 
of the Ninjitsu assassination techniques 
have been handed down since the 
Mediaeval wars..now they live on in the 
jungle of the American metropolis. A thousand 
years of the Ninjitsu secrets at your fingertips... 
Take by techniques to the streets 


SHADOW WARRIOR...the hero of the nineties, 


B°7.A IN H&S Ee 
Enter a mediaeval era in a mystical world where Ivanhoe, 
our chivalrous hero, pursues a perilous quest... 
a quest from which most mortals would flee ! 
Strap on your armour, take up your sword and 
brace yourself to face the magical powers 
of the most evil of wizards, the plunderous _. 
pirates, the most awesome of dragons <4 
and a host of hideous ‘beings’ in thls « 
land of legends. Superb animation, of 
cartoon quality and beautifully 
executed graphics create a visual 
impact unrivalled in the media of 
interactive entertainment. 
THE LOST PATROL 
WE'RE FIT, WE'RE ALIVE BUT WE'RE NOT BACK 
HOME. Our chopper tailed-out after taking a 
hit... the pilot won't be leaving the ground 
again. Now | have to lead my weary platoon 
back fo our lines through the jungles and paddy 
fields. Entering what appears to be a friendly village, only to 
4 find it is a cover for a guerilla faction, is just one of the things 
that helps our insomnia...Jeez, will this stupid war never end! 


The hit coin-op game bringing espionage 
and action with 9 levels of thrills and 
excitement. Innovative game features with 
~ ahost of differing scenarios from high- 
powered sports cars to underwater guerilla # 
warfare. Rescue a beleaguered nation 
== from the oppressive regime of the ‘Council ‘ 
= for World Domination’. 


ESPIONAGE ERATAGANDA 
FEATURING 9 LEVELS OF Hl 


“Utterly mouth-watering gropnies = 
and an amazing y 
depth of play 

.. the best 

flight simulation 

| have ever seen 
(and there’s 
nothing on the 
visible horizon 
that looks set to 
come close). It’s 
not a simulation, 
it's an experience 
... Oceans first 
flight sim is the best 
out!” Zzap 97%. 
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«. and so are Bullfrog, with two games, the As Magic Fly prepares to 
bizarre Flood (reviewed on page 40) and take off, discover how it 
Powermonger (previewed on page 80) was created —————_18 


heer bloody 
frustration! 


Even witha © 
machine as clever 
and powerful as 
your ST there are 
bound to be problems sometimes. 
So whether it’s a game you're 
stuck on (pages 62-76) or 
something more techical (pages 
87-96, 124), we’re here to help 
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All you need to know about the month's ST activity 


News from abroad—————12 


Releases and information from across Europe 


15 


A first look at Mag Scrolls’ Wonderland and more 


magic fly ——_———————_-18 
FORMAT Graphics Editor recalls two years’ work on 
the Electronic Arts extravaganza 

—25 


Carefully crafted, lovingly compiled — a real stonker! 


screenplay——_§ 33 


i_is 
@ Four years in the making and more 
overdue than your poll-tax: Damocles is 
here. The jury is out... turn to page 34 
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F-29 45 Midnight Resistance 46 Khalaan 49 
Thunderstrike 50 Treasure Trap 52 Atomix 55 
Rorke’s Drift 56 Skidz 59 Prophecy 60 


Gamebusters special——62 
an Coo! Not four, not five, not even seven but 
&: nine (count ‘em) pages of top cheats for 


more than 100 ST games! 


Adventure gamebusters —75 


re, The A-to-Z of adventure cheats, hints and 
solutions 


The bullfrogs are 
back! 76 


The team that brought the world Populous are back 


with a splash. Remember, you read it here first 


Desktop 87 

Ae, How, you ask, can we cram so much info 

a: into four and a half pages? Don't know, we 
Proxima——102 


Now you can afford to get into DTP — with a package 


that costs just a third of the price of Calamus! 


————111 
£25's worth of free software? Can it be true? (Yes.) 
Education 109 


FORMAT goes European with a range of foreign 
language tutorial programs. Roll on 1992! 
Music tips 114 
Welcome to a new section of help and 
&: problem-solving for all aspects of making 
Music buyers guide ———_117 
It's all very well us telling you what your ST can do 
with MIDI. But what if you can’t afford brand new kit? 
program in C—121 


Master this powerful programming language 


Feedback 125 

Complaints, compliments and curious observations — 
——126 

Treat your ST — offers you can't refuse! 

The back page 130 


Devastatingly inaccurate guesses at what might 


IT’S THE WHOLE HEAP OF STUFF THAT MAKES OUR DISK SO BLINKIN’ TUFF (SHAKESPEARE) 


BATTLEMASTER 


Fully playable demo of the latest 
PSS extravaganza 


GFA DRAFT - realise your ST's 
CAD potential with this high- 
quality exclusive demo — power 
extreme! 

FREERAM - memory checker 

PUZZLE - complete word game 

HRAMDISK - reset-proof RAMdisk 

GEMPLUS - brilliant Desktop 
editor 

COMMAND LINE INTERPRETER 
— put your mouse of work with 
this feature-packed GEM 
alternative 

MOUSE KA MANIA - wacky 
mouse customiser 


OVERSEAS MEDIA DISTRIBUTORS LTD 


_le0 0) 


OVERSEAS MEDIA DISTRIBUTORS LTD 


MINIMUM ORDER VALUE 
4 £12.50 — 


@TOP QUALITY @CERTIFIED 


@LABELS SUPPLIED 


@ LOCKABLE 
@ STACKABLE |g 
e 

IMPACT ie 


3%" x50 A0023 
3%” x 100 A0053 
3%” x120 A0063 


£7.90 
£9.90 


£10.90 | RESISTANT 


Holds 150 disks 


£24.50 
Ref. A0084 


PRINTERS 
CITIZEN 


@® LOCKABLE @ ANTI- 
STATIC ®SMOKED LID 


All metal case with rotary switches. 


[ Ref. | 36pin. | Ref. | 26pin_| 
2 way | xo00t | £17.80 | xo011 | £16.50 
4 way | x0003 | £22.50 | xo013 | £21.50 
x way | x0004 | £24.50 | X0014 | £23.50 


£7.50 
£8.50 
£8.50 
£8.50 


HO100 120D £139.00 
HO101 SWIFT 24 £320.00 
X0900 SWIFT 24 COLOUR KIT £38.00 
HO102 PRODOT 9 £375.00 
HO110 OVERTURE 106 LASER £1295.00 


Panasonic 


= eae 
HO200 KXP 1081 £155.00 
HO201 KXP 1180 £170.00 
HO202 KXP 1124 £250.00 


H0203 KXP 1592 £320.00 
H0210 KXP 4450i LASER £1599.00 


A0801 25pin Male/36pin Male 2m 
A0804 25pin Male/25pin Male 2m 
A0805 25pin Male/25pin Female 2m 
A0806 36pin Male/36pin Male 2m 


AMSTRAD 8256 

AMSTRAD DMP2000/3160 

AMSTRAD DMP4000 

CANON PW1080 

CITIZEN 120 

EPSON LO800 

EPSON LX 80/56 

EPSON MX/FX/RXB0/FX/ 

LX800 

NEC P2200 

PANASONIC KXP1081 

PANASONIC KXP1124 

SHINWA CP80 

STAR NL10 

STAR LC10 

STAR LC10 (Colour) RB696 

STAR LC24-10 RB680 £4, 
BUY 10 GET 1 FREE 


MANY OTHERS AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL 


R7410 
R4820 
R4260 
R2230 
R4880 
R4370 
R4540 


R2730 
R8440 
R2280 
R9040 
R6981 
R7610 
R8610 


HO300 P2+ 
HO301 P6+ 
H0302 P7 + 


HO000 LC10 

HO0009 LC 10 Il 

H0001 LC 10 COLOUR 
H0002 LC 24-10 
HO003 FR10 £370.00 
H0020 LP-8 LASER £1650.00 


SPECIAL OFFER 


PARALLEL CABLE IS INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY PRINTER 
WHEN YOU ORDER A PRINTER BUY A 
BOX OF PAPER 11” x 9.5” 60gsm AT 
£11.50 (INC VAT) 


£165.00 
£195.00 
£205.00 
£245.00 


X2005 Atari High Resolution 
Replacement Mouse 

. X2006 Amiga High Resolution 
Replacement Mouse 


X2010 Naksha Mouse Suitable 
for Amiga & Atari 


£24.50 


£24.50 


£39.00 


§ ®@GUARANTEED ®100% ERROR FREE 


GET £2.50 OFF ANY OTHER PRODUCT WHEN YOU ORDER OMD DISKS 


OM HOUSE, 139-141 DOMINION ROAD, GLENFIELD, LEICESTER LE3 8JB 


TELEPHONE: 
FACSIMILE: 


CHOOSE FROM 
SONY OR 


(0533) 877733 
(0533) 873999 


‘1 BOX 


5 BOXES] 10 BOXES 


(All drives have their own power supply) 
X1100 3%" Double Sided 720k (Cumana) 
X1101°3%" Double Sided 720k (Nec) 

X1102 5%” Double Sided 40/80 track (Cumana) 


£79.00 
£125.00 


* 12 MONTHS WARRANTY 
ON ALL 
DISK DRIVES 


SPACE 
SAVER 


Made of moulded 
plastic. 

Feeds and refolds paper | \. 
underneath the printer. 
Takes up hardly more 
space than the printer 
itself. 


ior 


WIRE Ref. A0202 


Made of safety plastic coated YUS-25A for 80 col. printer. Ref. A0203 £27.90 
steel wire £12.50 YUS-25B for 130 col. printer. Ref. A0204 £32.50 


COMPUTER PAPER 


11x9%" 60GSM 
Ref. P0101 Box of 2000 £15.90 
PERFECT A4 85GSM 

Ref. P0301 Box of 1000 £13.90 


COPY HOLDERS 


= Desk Top 
Ref. AO301 


With 
adjustable arm 


80 Column 

COMPUTER LABELS Ret, A0302 

@ SELF ADHESIVE @ TRACTOR FED 132. Column 

Packed 2000 3%”x17/16” £11.90 Ret es08 
1,2 or 3 across 4” x 17/16” £12.90 , 


ATARI COMPUTERS MONITOR STANEY oN 


ok NEW” ; 


‘DISCOVERY’ PACK 
H2000 £299.00 


COMES COMPLETE WITH: 

@ Atari 520 STFM Computer 

@First BASIC (Programming Language) 

@ST Tour (Tutorial Program) 

@Neochrome (Graphics Package) 

@STOS (Game Creation Program) 

© Outrun, Carrier Command, Space 
Harrier & Bomb Jack (Top Games 
Programs) 

®@ Comprehensive Manuals & User 
Guides 


S 14” MONITOR £14.50 


HOLD: 
Ref. AO701_ All monitor stands 


revolve 360° and tilt up to 25° 


DUST COVERS 


Amiga A500 1PC C0102 £5,50 
Atari 1040 STFM 1PC C0108 £5,50 
Printers 80 Col* 1PC £4,50 
Printers 132 Col* =: 1PC £5.50 
*Please specify printer 


HOW TO ORDER 


*Cheque: Please make cheques payable to OMD Ltd. and send them to 
the address shown above. 


*Credit Card: We accept Access & Visa. Please telephone on 
(0533) 877733 (24 hours). 


All orders received by 12 noon are despatched on the same day. 
Overnight delivery available £7.50 extra. 


Tee 
Tramiel (Chicago 
Thursday): 

“Oh yes it is!” ~ 


Gleadow (London, 


Friday): “Oh 
no it isn’t!” 


Tramiel tells ST FORMAT: “Yes, we are doing it” 


Atari aims 


by Dave Roberts and Steve Carey 

hile Atari UK Managing 
W Director Bob Gleadow 

was in London dis- 
missing CD techology as an 
“immature concept,” and stating 
categorically that there was no 
prospect of an all-in-one Atari CD- 
ST, in Chicago the company’s 
president Sam Tramiel was 
revealing that such a machine is in 
fact already well on its way to 
being ready for release. 

Speaking at the CES Show - 
the world’s biggest — Tramiel was 
quite remarkably open about 
Atari's plans. Asked about an 
integrated CD and home 
computer, he said that “we've 
actually had that idea for the last 
three or four years.” The problem 
has always been what Tramiel 
called a “software/hardware 
chicken-and-egg situation.” 

Pressed about Atari’s plans to 
bring on the separate CD drive 
(there are thousands in ware- 
houses waiting for enough 
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software to support a proper 
release), he said: "We'll probably 
do both, bring out a low-price CD 
drive for today’s STs and then 
bring out a CD-within-an-ST as one 
machine as well. The one machine 
will be next year, the separate 
machines might even be next year. 
We certainly have everything ready 
and now that the software people 
are behind CD we can start 
moving very quickly.” 

Tramiel estimates that the 
number of software houses 
currently working on titles for the 
CD-ST is about ten, and would be 
happy to launch with as few as five 
good titles. Such a machine is 
likely to prove especially attractive 
to educational and business users 
who require vast amounts of 
memory. CDs with ROM (Read Only 
Memory: you can’t alter what’s on 
them) can hold anything up to 
600MBytes of information, 
compared with just 1,000th of that 
on a standard floppy disk. And 
when you tire of using the CD 
player with your ST, you can use it 


for CD-ST 


to play the latest rock music. 

Another surprise is Tramiel’s 
intention to bring down the price of 
the separate CD unit, currently 
$499 (£399 in this country) to 
$299, with the British price likely 
to be under £300. Atari’s UK 
warehouses in Slough are said to 
contain heaps of the items, with 
Gleadow joking that the only 
software currently available for CD 
on the ST being the Swiss ‘phone 
number and the spare parts list for 
the Boeing 757. At least, one 
assumes he was joking. 

Perhaps ironically, Gleadow's 

comments on Atari's plans (or lack 
of them) for CD technology, which 
came at the Atari 90s show in 
London, were linked with a 
reminder of Tramiel’s promise 
earlier this year that the company 
was intending to take a more 
conservative approach to new 
hardware announcements. Hitherto 
it has been Atari's habit to go into 
Paroxysms of nods, winks and 
nudges for months at a time, often 
over developments which then 
mysteriously fail to appear. 
@ And as we went to press there 
were unconfirmed rumours that 
Atari plan to launch a £599 bundle 
comprising the £399 CD-ROM 
player with the £299 520STFM. 
This appears difficult to square 
with Gleadow’s observation at the 
Atari 90s Show that people make 
major purchases separately. 


£25 FREE SOFTWARE! - Turn to page 111 at once 


NEWS 


@ French software house Titus 
have scooped one of 1990’s biggest 
licences, Warren Beatty’s Dick 
Tracy movie. The title forms part of 
a two-year deal signed with Disney 
that should see Titus releasing 11 
education, entertainment and utility 
titles by Christmas. 

@ Expect a game that offers a 
compendium of common styles, 
much like Ocean’s Batman and 
Untouchables conversions of last 
year. Planned for October release, 
the game is to include animation 
taken from the comic strip and 
digitised two-way wrist radio 
dialogue. 

M@ Second best bet of the 
Titus/Disney bunch is the movie 
licence Arachnophobia, due for 
cinema release in August and 
starring Jeff Daniels, Julian Sands 
and Big Bob, an eight-inch 
Amazonian Bird-Eater with half inch 
fangs and no table manners. The 
ST arcade-style action-style game 
has you seeking out and destroy 
Big Bob and his uncouth friends. 
Great animation and digitised 
speech are promised. 

@ The full list of the Disney 
software titles signed up by Titus 
include three games, four utility 
packages and two education titles. 
In the utilities section, Animation 
Studio, due for release in 
November, enables you to create 
your own Disney-style animations. 
™@ Titus are best known for Crazy 
Cars Il and Fire and Forget, and 
probably best forgotten for Titan, a 
spectacular UK belly-flop. The 
Disney signing is a major coup, but 
the cost of the licence means it is 
one they cannot afford to screw up. 


@ You missed the movie, so 
play the game: Disney’s Dick 
Tracy is on his way, courtesy 
of Titan 
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IRWIN HOUSE, 118 SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON SE1 0SW. TELEPHONE: 071 928 1454. FAX: 071 583 3494 


IN THE BEGINNING 
THERE WAS A SWORD, 
THEN CAME THE 

ADVENTURE. 


A wizard trapped in a teardrop. A 
magical sword. A race of mutant 
humanoids. 


Their attempts to destroy the kingdom 
were thwarted by a band of fearless 
adventurers. In the chronicles of Anar 
that chapter became known as 
the Legend of the Sword. 


Then the teardrop shattered and the 
wizard unleashed a plague of death anc 
destruction upon the land. The world of 
Anar has one remaining hope: whoever 
recovers the six power crystals created 
when the sword was forged, may banist 
the wizard to the deepest pit of hell... 


Final Battle, the sequel to the much- 
acclaimed Legend of the Sword, features 
a much larger vocabulary, an expanded 

inventory and superior graphics. Its 

highly sophisticated action system 
allows for weather changes and gives a 
3D view of every location — a system at 
the forefront of contemporary 
adventuring. 


When the teardrop explodes, only the 
brave can save the land. 


© Mirrorsoft 1990 
Screenshots from Amiga version 


@ Phwooaarrghhh! If, unlike us, 
you’ve got a few grand to spare 
you could do worse than being the 
first on your block to shell out on 
one of Yamaha’s Disclavier piano 
range. You can record and replay 
your masterpieces on 3.5” floppies, 
or by using the built-in MIDI 
connect up with your ST. And it 
looks pretty swanky too. Only thing 
is, prices start at £5,399 and don’t 
stop till they hit £12,000. Oh well, 
we'll just have to make do with 
secondhand keyboards, won’t we 
Saint? Funny you should mention 
that, Greavsie: turn to page 109 for 
the FORMAT guide to those very 
items. Yamaha 7 0908 371771. 


& ST FORMAT team in mass 
Yamaha ogle: can we have 
one to review (and keep)? 


NEWS 


On the right track 


ith the numbers of MIDI 
W users.growing at an 
ever-accelerating rate, 
it is surprising there hasn't hitherto 
been any official UK organisation 
‘or them to turn to in the event of 
difficulties. Step forward the United 
Kingdom MIDI Association (UKMA), 
just set up with the approval of the 
international MIDI Association (IMA). 
The man responsible for 
UKMA’s creation is Vic Lennard, 
who has been running MIDIHelp, an 
unofficial problem-solving service, 
or the last year. Lennard has now 
achieved official recognition from 
the IMA, and henceforth the UKMA 
is Britain's official MIDI group. 
UKMA acts as a liaison 
between its members and the 
American-based IMA and MIDI 
Manufacturers Association (MMA). 
This includes helping MIDI users to 


obtain the complete MIDI or 
MIDIfile specifications and the 
setting up of a “problem” database 
to collate all those annoying 
MiDlosyncracies. 

Membership of the new UKMA, 
which costs £34.50 a year, gets 
you a monthly newsletter outlining 
common problems and dealing 


GEM gets quick on the draw 


Quick ST Il, the GEM accelerator from Branch Always Software, is 
now available exclusively from Advantage at £19.95. The package 
is a suite of five programs designed to enhance the range and 
speed of any GEM-based program, by replacing certain TOS and 
GEM functions with faster, rewritten ones. Quick ST Il, which runs 
on STs, Megas and STEs and supports all versions of TOS from 
1.0 to 1.6, works by speeding up all GEM drawing operations like 
text printing, scrolling, window and dialog boxes and desktop 


redraws. 


Other programs in the Quick ST Il collection include a Desktop 
Customizer for installing backgrounds of your own design; a 
drawing program called Art ST; Quick View, a fast file viewer to 
replace the standard SHOW/PRINT/CANCEL dialog box; and Quick 
Index, a benchmarking program used to check the speed of 
various areas of your ST’s operations. = 0242 224340. 


SMALL 
DESKTOP INF 
DESKTOP PI2 


DESKTOP PIS 
QINDER PRG 
AST2CUST PRG 


QUIEN = PRG 
README DOC 


@ Put extra zip (and prettiness) into 
all your GEM programs with Quick II 


Chemistry Populous II is coming 


set for a 
sequel 


After the success of E-Motion (see 
STF 9), US Gold plan a follow-up 
for September. While E-Motion was 
based on chemistry —- link 
molecular structures and all that - 
Vaccine explores the wacky world 
of viruses. 

The game features a 3D 
rotating environment in which you 
control the cells in a body. By firing 
green paint at red balls extra 
weaponry icons appear for you to 
collect. 

Assembly Line, the team who 
programmed the original E-Motion, 
are hard at work on the sequel 
even as you read this. Aren't you, 
guys? 
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Bullfrog Software have revealed they are after all planning a sequel to 
Populous, the biggest game of last year. “We’re doing a complete and 
utter rewrite,” Bullfrog boss Peter Molyneux told FORMAT: “We’re not just 
doing a Promised Lands-type set of extra landscapes. There'll be a whole 


load of new effects — tidal waves, thunderbolts, plagues and pestilence. 


“As well as the good and evil tribes there'll be the ‘Good or evil, | 
don’t really care who | worship’ tribe, and you'll have to race to win them 


over. We'll be doing a lot more graphical effects, so it'll look nicer too.” 


Molyneux also let slip that Bullfrog is beginning work on another, 
brand new project. He calls it an “Uhhh!” game, whatever that means, and 
describes it as “a cross between Commando and Laser Squad, but also 


featuring some of the real-world elements of Powermonger” (see page 86). 


@ Populous (above, left) was th 
for Bullfrog. Will Powermonger (above, right) emulate that suc- 
cess? We preview the ST version exclusively on page 80 


ie surprise monster smash of 1989 


with individual hints and tips; free 
membership of the Music Network 
bulletin board; and discounts on 
the MIDI specification book and all 
Hal Leonard MIDI-related pub- 
lications. UKMA = 081 368 3667. 

Meanwhile your MIDI problems 
are solved in our own music tips 
section on page 114. 


Harlekin gets 
colour option 


@ The colour version of Harlekin, 
the multipurpose accessory we told 
you about last month, is now 
available at the same price, £49.95, 
from HiSoft # 0525 718181. 

@ Turn to page 126, where you 
can save a very handy £10 on 
Harlekin, colour or mono! 

@ And then turn to page 95 for a 
Harlekin hints and tips feature, 
where you'll find advice from 
Andreas Ramos, ST guru, author of 
Your Second Manual and one of the 
creators of this excellent utility. 


@ That nice Mr Ramos offers 
advice on the new colour 
Harlekin - see page 95 


US education specialists Brumleve 
(s 0101 217 337 1937) have 
increased prices on their repack- 
aged Kidpublisher Professional 
(see the demo on STF Cover Disk 
11) and Kidpainter programs to 
$35 US dollars each, while a sim- 
pler program, Super Kidgrid 
remains at $25 US dollars. 

Kidpublisher is available in ST 
FORMAT Special Offers (page 126) 
for £29.99. 
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NEWS 


SHORT STORIES 


@ Tunemaker and Rhythm Kit are 
new educational MIDI programs for 
composing, replaying and printing 
music. Each is £19.95, though the 
price rises in September. Impac 
also offer C-Lab Notator and 
Steinberg Pro-24 Resource Kits at 
£43 each, providing musical 
examples, exercises, student 
teacher information and unpublish- 
ed tips. Impac 7 0723 862617... 

@ ProShare ST, the stock market 
program, has been made 
compatible with the Microtext 
teletext adaptor, so you can now 
enter share prices automatically — 
even to the extent of downloading 
multiple files from different TV 
channels. The price remains at 
£49.95, with a free upgrade for 
existing users: 7 0937 61145... 

@ Activision are slaving away at 
Deuteros, a sequel to Millennium 
2.2 due for release next month 
(September). The team that 
brought you the original, designer 
lan Bird and graphics man Jai 
Redman, aim to keep much of the 
atmosphere of the original. And 
guess what? We're promised more 
animation, more galaxies and more 
twisted puzzles. No, really?... 

@ Ocean have teamed up with 
adventure programmers Level 9 to 
produce Billy the Kid, a two-player 
action/strategy game set in the 
Wild West. The game includes 
gunfights, bank robberies, a train 
heist, card sharps and the 
traditional bar room brawl. It also 
features an authentic scrolling 
map of Lincoln County, West of 
Pecos, and includes digitised 
sound effects, half an hour of MIDI 
music plus two-way simultaneous 
action via linked STs... 

@ Sorcerer's Dungeon is a new ST 
programming, roleplaying and 
comms BBS run by Chris 
Hopewell. Give it a whirl: > 0636 
815094 (9pm-7am V21, V22, V23). 

@ MichTron have re-released five 
education packages at a mere 
£3.99 each: = 0726 69692... 

@ The bad news: Children’s 
Learning Software no longer 
exists. The good news: their Let's 
Spell... series is now under the 
Softstuff banner. In addition to the 
highly successful Let's Spell at the 
Shops and its French language- 
tutor counterpart, Softstuff have 
released a companion package — 
Let's Spell at Home. Control is via 
the mouse and it contains digitised 
speech. Each Let's Spell package 
costs £19.95 and you can buy 
direct from Softstuff or from most 
retail outlets: = 0732 770234... 

@ PDQ-games claim to have more 
games in their catalogue than any 
other PD library. Competitively 
priced programs include the 
Budgie range of PD games and a 
large selection of educational 
games. A full catalogue is available 
for just an SAE from PO Box 38, 
Eastleigh, Hampshire, SOS SWR. 
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ant to turn your ST into 
W an IBM AT-compatible? 

Many ST users are 
forced to spend their days working 
with boring PCs, and while it’s 
impossible to find any way of con- 
verting them to run ST software, 
there’s a growing demand for 
devices that can temporarily con- 
vert an ST into a PC so you can 
take work home with you and do it 
on the machine you love. The latest 
is the £199 ATonce system from 
Vortex. Consisting of an 80286 
CPU, Gate-Array and emulation 
software, the device can convert any Mega, ST or 
STE into an 8MHz AT-compatible computer with a Nor- 
ton Factor of 6.5. 


Make an ST 
grab for it 


A cartridge is being developed to 
offer ST owners the chance to grab 
screens from within virtually any 
program. The Picnik cartridge 
enables you to grab ST screens by 
hitting the reset button, and then 
save them to disk in a variety of 
standard graphics file formats. The 
cartridge would be ideal for anyone 
using, say, Calamus or Timeworks 
DTP and wanting to import pictures 
of ST screens. 

Developers Stratford and 
Duplain invite contact from anyone 
with specialist knowledge or 
interested in fullscale development 
of the Picknik = 0634 684770. 


081 309 1111. 


Activision have secured rights to two of the cinema’s nastiest creatures, 
from the films Aliens and Predator. The game, with the imaginative title of 
Aliens vs Predator, sets the (literally) stomach-churning nasty that burst 
from John Hurt's tum against the weirdo that gave Arnie Schwarzenegger 
so much agg. With Twentieth Century Fox releasing film sequels to both 
Predator and Aliens early next year, the game should be big, big, big. 

And it had better be, or Activision will want to know the reason why. 


So your PC can’t do ST work? OK, get 
your ST to pretend it’s a PC instead! 


Fitted in a 1040, the 
ATonce makes 704K 
memory available _ for 
DOS use. With larger 
systems, you can use all 
internal memory — in 
Extended/Expand-ed 
Mode as a RAM disk. 

ATonce administers 
up to 24 GEMDOS parti- 
tions with a maximum of 
32MBytes, and DOS can 
be started from any of 
these or booted from 
floppy. 


ATonce, from Silica/SDL, costs £199 and comes 
with user guide and mounting instructions. Silica = 


A new 400dpi handheld scanner has been launched by PML, together with a 
completely rewritten version of the Daatascan software. The £200 scanner, 
also being sold with Timeworks Desktop Publisher (normally more than 
£100 alone) for just £230, is aimed at the professional rather than the home 
user, who is likely to find the 200dpi offered by the Daatascan Personal 
scanner (£170) quite sufficient. At the top end of the market, PML intend to 
announce an A4 device soon, which they hope to price at about £450. "We 
want to be able to cater for anyone who uses an ST and needs a scanner," 
said PML boss Ab Pandaal, “from the home user right up to the 
professional — and everyone in between!" PML = 0234 855666. 


Look! How 
to do DTP 


@ Network News Services, who 
created the Proxima Desktop 
Publishing package reviewed at 
length in this issue (page 102), are 
working on a Series of tutorial 
videos covering all aspects of 
home-based professional DTP, 
printing and publishing. 

@ The videos aim to teach 
newcomers how to get the best 
from their DTP setup by featuring 
professional users demonstrating 
their skills and the ways they go 
about their business. 

@ NNS feel this is the quickest 
way for new users to learn the 
problems and solutions that arise 
in using DTP for a living. No price 
has yet been set for the videos, 
but NNS estimate they should sell 
for around £40. Network News 
Services # 0375 859103. 
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Roberta Williams 


Designer of the Bestslig King's Quest Series 


@ SIERRA 


Available for your PC, Atari ST 
& Amiga at all leading nm 


computer shops or by mail order. 


eal Mail Order: Intermediates Lid. P.O. Box 847, Harlow CM21 9PH Tek: (0279) 600197 


fASIERRA 


Sierra Consumer Hotline: (0734) 310008 


EURONEWS 


- aie int 
°™” the hot bed of activity * 


GEM programs 
run from AUTO 


TE owners are smug about their 
Ss: to run GEM programs from 
the AUTO folder. Now, with the help 
of Xboot, STs of any generation can do the 
same. Actually, your GEM programs can be 
anywhere and stil/ autostart! 
Xboot, a GEM program itself, is installed 
as the first in the AUTO folder. Following a 
reset it can change the order of, as well as 
enable/disable, other AUTO programs and 
accessories. A reset proof time/date and 
the selection of one of several predefined 


DESKTOP.INF files are also provided. 


The so-called SET files are central to the 


working of Xboot. Users create as many of these as needed. Each SET is a collection of 
commands which comprise a mini-language to COPY, KILL, 


ATARI ABROAD: 
NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ West Berlin based Tommy 
Software — a frequent visitor on 
these pages - are determined 
to penetrate the East German 
market. In addition to offering a 
Junior version of their mega- 
hit MegaPaint (see STF 8) for 
only DM 99 (£35), they are also 
legalising all pirate copies of 
any Tommy software in East 
Germany. This “amnesty” 
coincides with the monetary 
union of the two Germanies 
and will last throughout the 
months of July, August and 
September. Tommy Software Tc 
01049 30621 4063. 

@ The fast and furious Tempus 
editor from CCD now runs on 
| large screen monitors. Even 
ough these megapixel 


* UK , they’ te a standard item 
in any professional German ST 
set-up. The black and white 
monitors handle displays of up 

to 1, 600x1, 200 pixels, making 


mounts of visible text. CCD = 
is ee) 6123 1638. 
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ich easier with large 


EXEC or perform a number of other functions. 


Finally, Xboot can be further customised with a supplied 


configuration program. This, 
among others, provides 
hotkeys, quickmouse and a 
switch to 60Hz. 

In Germany Xboot costs 
DM 49 (£19) and TN Software 
are actively searching for a 
British distributor: TN Software, 
Tassilo Nitz, Krablerstr. 24, 4300 
Essen 12, F.R. Germany. 


@ Catching up with the STE: using Xboot all STs 
can now run GEM programs from the AUTO folder 


| ama RAN AY Set DESKTOP INF values | 
|, 0 -— 
| esd: Fen ess se 


@ Xboot configuration screen: 
offering hotkeys and quickmouse 


Cisystem does it - 


Cisystem, a multi-function accessory, is the latest in a long line 
of ST programs by Ciechowski Computer Innovations. In addi- 
tion to common features such as clock, mouse accelerator and 
screen blanking, Cisystem contains a few unusual features 
such as keyboard macros and reset resistant RAM disk. But the 
real power comes with functions like DESK, which changes 
your Desktop by installing a new DESKTOP.INF file without 
rebooting — you can even have several with different names! 

FORM and ALERT activate rewritten dialog and alert boxes. 
FORMAT starts with the last track and can be interrupted with 
Esc if you change your mind - preserving the vital track 0! Finally, 
paranoids can password protect their computers from intruders. 

Cisystem costs DM 120 (£45) and CCI are looking for a 
British distributor: CCl, Ober-Saulheimer Str. 18, 6501 
Wirrstadt, F.R. Germany = 01049-6732-7354. 


CISVSTEM V2.0 <C> 1989 by 
Crechowsk1 Computer Innovations 


rae 
HEE 
LE 
No 


eI 
DEL 
LURESOeICEA) fon 
# Boasting a truckload of accessories, 


Cisystem even enables you to alter your 
Desktop - without rebooting! 
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H, RLEKIN 


ral 


1e 
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Harlekin is a new concept in desk accessories for the Atari ST - all the desk 
accessories you're ever likely to need, in one program 


Harlekin is actually 18 different programs in one and, since it is RAM-resident, it is 
always there when you need it 


Harlekin comprises a Wordprocessor, a Scrapbook, a Disk editor, a Terminal 
program, a Calendar, ASCII table, RAMdisk, Printer Spooler and much, much more 


and now 1 works 4 COLL tool 
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...file utilities, a disk/memory monitor ... 
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..an extremely flexible scrapbook. 
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di == Format Disk -- ° 
5 == Options == 
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| 
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1 is just one podoet fone our growing software range for the 
At ari ST. Other titles include: Lattice C 5 (£149), KnifeST (£29.95), 
spectre CR (£879), DevpacST (£59.95), HiSoft BASIC (£79.95), Power 
BASIC (£49.95), HiSoft C (£49.95), FTL Modula-2 (£99. 95), CRAFT 
: (£49. 95), HiSoft FORTH (£39.95), TurboST 1.8 (€34.95), Tempus 2 
(E39. 95), WERCS - - ProFlight (£39. ») & more. 


firectly f from H Sof by phone, using your Access 
Vi cheque or poe orders. Our 


HiSoft The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE. 
tele 1525) 718181, Fax: (0525) 713716 : 
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ge = World’s strongest chess play q a ii | easy levels CN 

ff f f ‘ : 


f a Infinite number of 7 play levels / 


I Improved a increased memigis) 
% 


fo f 


i a uiesive 300K pening library 1. User roe controls \ 


ms State-of-the- -art graphics L Intellient - learns as it plays 


-f @ Variety ie piece sets . The ony chess priate you need to buy 


£9Q. 95, V \ 


European distribution by The ar Business 
Brooklands, New Road, St. Ives, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE17 4BG Telephone: (0480) 496497 


LEISURE futures 


previews 


The run up to the autumn ’90 season sees the 


strongest ever line-up of ST games, with 


hundreds of titles vying for your attention. 


Mark Higham picks a few potential winners 


METAL MASTERS 


Infogrames 


@ LIFE AND DEATH (Mindscape) 
(Above) Bloody hell! Welcome to the first snuff 
ST game, as you play an NHS surgeon in this 
op simulator. Very reassuring: “Did you know 
this is my first operation?” We've already seen 
very promising demos, but find out how realistic 
it is next month. Oh dear, | do feel all funny. 
Pass the sick bag, Alice. 
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Aciiiid! If we’ve 
read the scenario 
tight, this one has 
you controlling a 
robot in some kind 
of Automaton 
Olympics, with 
events including 
Destroy the 
Concrete Wall, 
Make the Pendulum 
Swing As Fast As 
You Can and, 
eventually, Fight 
the Supreme 
Robot. Sounds well 
weird — full report 
when we've 
finished 

Making the 
Pendulum Swing 
As Fast As We Can. 


GOLD OF THE AZTECS (US Gold/SSI) 
(Below) This is a surprise: what was the last 
game from SSI (Star Command, Red Lightning, 
Demon's Winter) that had you working your way 
through horizontally-scrolling levels battling 
against monsters? Could surprise everyone. 


@ CORPORATION (Core) 

With Rick Dangerous, Action Fighter and Dynamite Dux already on 
their collective CV, Core are striking out on their own. Corporation is a 
futuristic 3D challenge in which you explore a maze of corridors in 
search of, er, items (unspecified). It looks a good deal like the rather 
splendid Resolution 101 — hardly surprising, perhaps, because the 
graphics are by Kevin Bulmer, who worked on the Millennium corker. 


@ MURDER! (US Gold) 

Suddenly Agatha Christie-style murder games 
are where it’s at: CRL have just released 
Herewith the Clues, and now US Gold are about 
to join in. Get those grey cells working and 
solve 3.5 million murders (how many? That’s not 
murder, that’s genocide!) by sifting through 
interviews, evidence and red herrings. 


@ SATAN (Dinamic) 

This month sees the release of the so-so AMC 
(reviewed on page 43), Dinamic’s new shoot- 
"em-up, and before the ink is even dry they're 
bringing out a follow-up called Satan, featuring 
four directional scrolling and massive enemies. 
Dinamic have some quite astonishingly 
indifferent releases to their name. Question is, 
can they turn it all around with this one? 


@ MONTY PYTHON 


(Virgin Mastertronic) 

As the 20th anniversary looms, and the BBC 
plan to screen The Complete Works of Brian for 
the 92nd time, Virgin are clambering aboard the 
bandwagon in plenty of time for Christmas, 
when anything but anything with a name your 
granny would recognise shifts by the skipfull. 
Direct Gumby through a host of surreal levels, in 
a bid to collect 16 cans of Spam. We've seen 
demos, and the graphics have captured the 
atmosphere of the BBC series, but do look out 
for those smartarses repeating dialogue from 
the series for hours at a time. 
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PREVIEWS adventures 

o doubt you remember why you went 
Ne off text-based adventures: behold, a 

series of boring, yawn-inducing, often 
semiiterate descriptive sentences and the 
occasional cursor. Left to your own devices you 
were expected to outwit a witless inscrutable 
parser and come up with a recognisable com- 
mand — something like “Go North,” or “Pick Up 
Item.” Gradually, inevitably, the ST’s graphical 
ability forced change, and more and more pic- 
tures were introduced to liven up the action. 
Eventually the arcade adventure evolved, with 
games such as Grandslam’s Terramex and 
more recently Empire's Time or Lucasfilm’s The 
Last Crusade. 

Now Magnetic Scrolls have taken the 
adventure format into a new era, and with the 
new style comes a new name, Magnetic Win- 
dows. This offers a clue in itself, for Wonder- 
land makes use of a set of windows offering 
access to key functions. One window presents 
text in the usual fashion, while another displays 
a graphic for every location. Other, smaller win- 
dows display a compass for passing directional 
commands, or inform you of the items in a 
room, or tell you what you're holding. 

But there’s more to this than simply repack- 
aging old ideas, for Wonderland goes much fur- 
ther than that. In the usual adventure format a 
good deal of the struggle is in working out > 


The bog standard boring text adventure is dealt 
yet another body blow — 


Sin Accessories Windows 


Items in room 


Bae 
ie 


File Text 
Music Room 
You are in a large rectangular room, its walls, floor and ceiling are all made of marble allowing music 
to echo about the room as if it were some magnificent concert hall. The room is dominated by a 
grand piano in-its centre surrounded by some chairs 

>examine the grand piano 

The grand piano is grand and is supported by three fragile looking legs. 


Inventor’ 
[A 


| a, a 
Shoe: ] fwhite alte lass_box| 


Verbs 


@ (above) Virgin have four new 
titles lined up. If Wonderland is a 
hit they’ve hinted that Through 
the Looking Glass could be next 
for the windows treatment 


and about time too — 


with the imminent arrival of Magnetic Scrolls’ 
biggest project. Mark Higham reports 


a mouse in 
windowland 


@ Wonderland windows system: ones for 
text, graphics, inventory, and even a 
compass to indicate your direction 
(apologies for showing a PC screen) 
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@ The map ‘chiows how locations are 
linked and enables you to go to any 
location you've visited without the hassle 
of playing through them all again 


@ Around 15 pieces of animation liven up 
Wonderland’s 110 pictures. With another 
ten pieces of sampled music, there’s 
certainly lots going on! 
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> which items are important to each scene. Some 


can be be picked up and others cannot. When 
game designer Nick Bishop came up with the 
original idea three years ago, he had a single 
objective in mind: “What we tried to do,” he 
recalls, “was build a text and graphics adven- 
ture game, but remove all the barriers there 
used to be. Knowing what you've got to do but 
not being able to find the right word or verb 
was incredibly frustrating.” Tell us about it. 

In Wonderland that problem has been eradi- 
cated. If you come across a pair of shoes, for 
instance, you have three options. In a typical 
Infocom-style adventure, to drop the shoes 
you'd type “Drop shoes.” You can do that in 
Wonderland, of course, but there are other, 
more interesting and more intuitive ways of per- 
forming the same operation. You could go to 
the verb menu and select the appropriate 
action (examine, open, close, get, drop, wear, 
remove, drink and eat), or click on the shoes in 
the graphic window where a small menu gives 
the same option. 

These same principles have been applied 
to movement. A window displays a compass, 
with available directions highlighted. Alterna- 
tively there’s a map which presents all the loca- 
tions you've visited as squares, linked together 
to indicate your route. By clicking on one of 
these, you can either look at the location for 
Clues or go straight there. 


@ The Magnetic Windows system isn’t 
designed exclusively for adventures. 
Other game styles are also in the pipeline 


In Magnetic Scrolls’ The Jinxter you could 
proceed all the way to the end of the game 
without picking up a vital item, only to find you 
needed to retrace your steps to pick it up. That 
problem has been eradicated, so you can only 
advance a few stages without holding essential 
items. For example, in the first few scenes you 
need to pick a pear to start you off. When you 
see a rabbit you must follow it down the hole, 
but without the pear you hit your head on a 
stone jutting out of the hole. With such brutal 
lessons as these, you soon learn the way the 
game works. 

Puzzles can often be solved in many ways. 
At one point there’s a loose brick which needs 
teasing out of a wall to find something behind it. 
You can use a knife to ease the brick out, but 
you also need it to cut some chunks off of a 
mushroom. Tease the brick out of the wall and 
you blunt the knife and can’t then cut the mush- 
room. The answer is to cut the mushroom first, 
then use the blunt knife to prise out the brick. 

Should these puzzles prove too taxing, a 
drop-down help menu provides a step-by-step 
guide to solving puzzles. The help messages 
begin obscurely, but if you continue to request 
more information, vital clues solve it for you. 
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The help system has been designed to 


_ Make sure players can eventually complete the 


adventure. “Lucasfilm in the States did some 
research into - people’s favourite games,” 
explains David Bishop. “The correlation 
between people’s best game and the games 
they were able to finish was 85%. People don’t 
want a massive game on five disks if they can’t 
get past the first one!” 

Virgin estimate it should take about four 
hours to complete Wonderland — and that’s 
assuming you know exactly what to do. New- 
comers are likely to spend between 80 and 
100 hours working through the range of puz- 
zles. 

“The final puzzle is very unique and spe- 
cial,” claims Bishop. “Your solution will be very 
different from everybody else’s, and is deter- 
mined by how you play the game.” 


We've got your 
act together 


All you need to make music on your ST. 
Roland have put the world's 

leading synthesizer technology into 

a series of computer peripherals. 
Anyone with an Atari 1040ST 

becomes a musical wizard — 

no need for a concert pianist’s 
technique, no need to read music. 


To get you started, we've 
packaged the CM-32L LA 
sound module (the equivalent 
of an 8-piece band plus drums) 
with Dr T's Tiger Cub 
sequencer and Copyist 
Apprentice score-writer 
software, a desktop 

accessory disk and all 

the leads you need to 

run the system 

through your hi-fi. 


The whole box of tricks 
costs just £469rrp 
from your nearest 
Roland Computer 
Music dealer. 


As befits such a classic adventure - it’s a 
mystery why it hasn't been seriously attempted 
before - Wonderland isn’t big: it's huge. Mag- 
netic Scrolls guess it’s likely to span five disks, 
and not surprisingly recommend you run it on a 


hard drive, though the game has been 
configured to minimise disk swapping for those 
of us unfortunate enough to lack such ST luxu- 
ries. 

All the signs are that Magnetic Scrolls have 
taken the beloved but somewhat threadbare 
adventure genre into the '90s. But that in itself 
is not enough, for what game players every- 
where want to know is, how does it play? 

For the time being you'll just have to con- 
tain your curiosity until next month’s definitive 
review. Until then, you could always try hunting 
out that battered old copy of the book and do 
some revision... stf 
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NEW ATARIPACKS OM | 
AVAILABLE NOW Sm | 


YOUR NEW ATARI 520STFM 

¢ Now you can buy the tried 
Inoleding FREE and tested Atari 520STFM 
S ST Leade! with ALL of the following... 

: 2 FirST BASIC writ Basi 

ATARISM124 : Programmes Easy foleam! 

ie High Res monemeiios a ictures on your Sin S20STEM 

ATARI sc 1224 x Si O.S. Great games creation 

oe Medium Ree alot », Be e, ake your ie 

complete 
14" Medium Res. Colour sates re pio on screen Sek iis 


Bomb Jack, Carrier Command 


CK FO 
Twin speakers, Green screen LATEST PRICES & 
& Outrun - Hours of fun for you! 


pull with tilting stand. AML MONITORS. 


Great New Pack at a Great Low Price! 


Only P2249 
SS 


DISK DRIVES 


ATARI SF 354 0.5 Meg Single 3.5" 


ATARI SF 314 1 Meg Single 3.5" 
CUMANA CSA 354 

1 MEG. 3.5" Single 

CUMANA CSA 1000 

1 Meg. 5.25” Single 


Iacladig FREE 
PRINTERS “7 


STAR LC 10 Mono 
STAR LC 10 Colour 


STAR LC 24 10 
STAR LC 10 MkII 


Available! 


Genuine Star 
Ribbons now 


piscoverr 


PACK 


WORK, LEARN & PLAY WITH 


? 
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ae 
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ATARI 520 STE 
POWER # PACK 


Sustlook attaur Great Vala Pack! 


Ataris Mew Machine for the 9el// 
A Powerful Pack at a Powerful Price 


ACCESSORIES NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE OF ANY 1 7.,0¢ 


OF 3 GREAT NEW SORCERORS PACKS “ 


ted a ay ieee WHEN YOU BUY ANY ATARI ST, BUT 

Lid ONLY FROM MERLIN EXPRESS! 
BOXES... 80 Capacity . 
MOUSE MATS 


ATARI KEYBOARD DUST COVERS 


i ef £925 
Vale 5 y a) stocks, phone for prices and 
Dy 


at Only 


(Individual Sorcerors Packs 
Lie without an ST] are available 
to purchase depending on our 


further details quoting the 
relevant SC number) 


STAR PRINTER DUST COVERS 
PHILIPS CM8833 DUST COVERS 


\TARI 1040 STE BUSINESS PACK 
Now you can buy that complete Business Package and...YOU'LL SAVE MONEY TOO! 


With the NEW ATARI 1040STE BUSINESS PACK you Lu 

BAd Spreadsheet Program oi 

i t& Word Processing Package 
bad 


... VIORE ST's 


520 STFM Explorer Pack 
520 STFM Power Pack i 
MEGA ST's AT MEGA LOW PRICES, Phone! ===" 


Database 
. manual 


customers prior permissi jon. 
ORDERING: Just phone our 24 hour order line using your Access/Visa card, 
OR, send a cheque/postal order with your requirement details. 
(Cheques need 4/5 working days clearance prior to despatch) 
DELIVERY: You choose either, by post at no extra cost, or simply add £5 per 


Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information shown on our advertisements is correct, 
H you should ALWAYS confirm any Offers, Prices, Availability etc. prior to placing orders. = f th 
th Because our advertising is booked so far in advance, Merlin reserve the right to alter 
equipment specifications, withdraw any product/offer or update jee ee up OR "¢ . 
Vv down), without prior notice. ALWAYS CHECK DETAILS PRIOR TO ORDER. 
Merlin will NOT supply anything that has been subject to change without 


0602 42-44-44 


DEPARTMENT STF/T5, UNIT D9. THE ROPE 


large item for next working day courier service. (UK Mainland) 


+ &y 


FROE 


WARRANTY: Goods that prove faulty within 30 days will be exchanged for NEW. 
After 30 days, & within 12 months, faults repaired at our expense. 


WALK INDUSTRIAL CENTRE, OFF STATION 
ROAD, ILKESTON, DERBYSHIRE, DE7 5HX. 
TELEPHONE: 0602 441449 


ALL our currently advertised offere ciinercede anv nrevinuely adverticed offer(e) 


—_“lisht Dec 


birth of 


a genus 


FORMAT Graphics Editor Mark Pickavance 
reveals the two years of agony and ecstacy 
behind Magic Fly, a game due to be unveiled 
next month by Electronic Arts 


T he Magic Fly project began life as a 3D 
graphics demo which | produced in 
spring 1988 while programming rela- 
tional databases. At the time | was heavily into 
the Cyber Series and creating Cyber animations 
with CAD 2.0. One was a demo entitled Voy- 
ager, a hectic 3D roller- 
coaster ride from the 
viewpoint of a camera 
shooting down a series of 
connected tunnels. 

| sent a copy to friend 
and colleague Jeff Lawson. 
We'd just completed Flair 
Paint together, and since 
Jeff had written a number 
of flight simulators | was eager to get some 
reaction to my work. He thought it had potential 
and convinced me to turn it into a game con- 
cept. 

The most popular 3D game at the time was 
Starglider 2, and we were determined to sur- 
pass it in all respects: not only speed and com- 
plexity, but control and gameplay. Jeff agreed 
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“By autumn ’89 I was 
going crazy. My source 
files took up 1.5 MBytes — 
and Jeff’s were larger! 
How were we going to fit 
all this on a 520ST?” 


to work on tunnel code while | started devising 
a software specification and generating some 
graphics. Voyager's working title soon became 
Magic Fly — just as well, because Ocean later 
released a game called Voyager! 

But why insects? The idea came in fact 
from a selection of Roger 
Dean’s ‘70s graphics of 
various creatures trans- 
formed into spacecraft, 
one of which, a fly, had 
remained fixed in my mind. 
It fitted well with the tunnel 
graphics: after all, if you're 
going to fight in a tunnel 
you need manoeuvrability 
— just like an insect! So the controls would need 
to be sensitive and easy-to-use, something we 
identified as a shortcoming in other attempts at 
a similar theme. 

One other thing: we wanted to avoid the 
usual pitfall of creating a wholly serious game 
and give it something of a bizarre feel. 

Within six weeks, armed with a game > 


PREVIEW revelations! 


@ Below and above: shots from the 
finished game, which was supposed to 
be released last Christmas - good job 
we didn’t know then how long it was 
going to take! 


The “Magic Fly” itself, the cute T2 


- 


@ Early plans of three Magic Fly craft... 


@ This one a butterfly (ground attack)... 


@ And a queen bee. Ah, such memories! 


ST FORMAT 19 


> 


PREVIEW revelations! 


.and thrusters — 


Targetting Area 


DISPLAY: LATE DESIGN STAGE 


Warning lights Damage Control 


Energy banks display 


Probe docking aid 


Zone Indicator 


specification and some functional code, we 
approached software publishers. We'd both 
been involved in the games industry long 
enough to have a good-sized list of companies 
we had no intention of working with again. We 
came up with a shortlist of candidates and even- 
tually decided on Electronic Arts, who seemed 
the most interested in our project and the least 
likely to interfere in the creative process. 


The hardest thing to gauge about a com- 
puter program is how long it will take to write. 
With a contract signed in October 1988, we 
confidently expected to finish Magic Fly by sum- 
mer 1989. Wrong! In fact we were a whole year 
out. Looking back it’s easy to see why, though 
if we'd known then just how much blood, sweat 
and tears would go into Magic Fly I'm not sure 
just how enthusiastic we’d have been. 

By spring 1989 | had two utility programs 
for creating the data: an Object tester, which 
displayed objects created as 68000 source 
files, and a tunnel definer. My first task was to 
design all the craft. The specification stated 
“the tunnels are populated by 35 craft which 
involve complex animation and sophisticated 
3D shapes.” This turned out easier to write than 
program. 


@ The dragon, screaming down the tunnel 
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The first task in the complex procedure of 
producing flying and walking craft was to pro- 
duce a schematic, or plan view, created on MAC 
Draft, under Mac emulation. At the time | didn’t 
have any comparable drawing software for the 
ST, so | made do with what | had at hand. Then | 
transferred printouts to a lightbox on top of a 
large area of graph paper. Using grids projected 
through the paper | was able to work out coordi- 
nates which could then be encoded as 
data for the game. At one time 
| considered writing a 
data converter for 
CAD models, but 
the method of 
arranging the infor- 
mation was so differ- 
ent that it proved 
impractical. 

You may wonder why 
we didn’t make our own 
3D object drawing pack- 
age. In fact | worked on one 
— until it was gently pointed out to me that we 
were supposed to be producing a game, not a 
CAD package! So | returned to keying in millions 
of numbers. It was a painstaking process, but it 
produced exact models with few data errors. By 


@ This one’s the mantis... 


the middle of the year, however, I'd finished no 
more than half the craft required, and Jeff was 
urgently requiring tunnel data so he could start 
work on the code. | stopped making craft and 
started making tunnels. 


The entire tunnel complex is in 3D, with 
the result that it was virtually impossible to 
make accurate drawings of the whole structure. 
| resorted to creating the whole tunnel layout in 
the tunnel definer — intending to leave the prob- 
lem of mapping the tunnels to some hardened 
gamester. Wrong again. Much later in the pro- 
ject EA requested a map to enable their game 
testers to get around quickly. Guess who got 
the job of drawing it? 

The Magic Fly complex is vast, containing 
almost a thousand tunnel sections linked by 
junctions and “kinks.” Testing the game, | dis- 
covered that parts of the tunnels are so remote 
that they can take 30 minutes or more of solid 
flying to reach! As a way around this awkward 
problem | asked Jeff to supply cheats to avoid 
long reconnaissance missions. 

The tunnel definer was later enhanced so it 
could insert craft and “furniture” objects into 
specific tunnels. These were created by a 
modification to the “object” viewer, since furni- 
ture and craft had different data structures. The 
game needed 70 furniture items which appear 
at various points in the tunnels. The first furni- 
ture job was to create the docking bays that 
enable you to re-arm and refuel. 

| very much wanted the auto-docking 
sequence to use a graphic technique I'd never 
seen before on a home computer. It works like 
this: when you approach a docking bay it 
appears as a simple door in the floor of the tun- 
nel, and only when the doors open do you see a 
highly detailed end to the bay, which then 
scrolls up the screen as you descend. The end 
of the bay is a bitmap, but 
everything around it is vector. It 
works very well, | think, and 
I'm surprised nobody thought 
of doing it before. 

All the graphics in 
Magic Fly were created in 
Degas Elite, Flair Paint 
and Cyberpaint, though 
| also used CAD 2.0 to 
design an opening 
game sequence which Jeff 
later recreated in code. 

@ The tunnel entrance, from a CAD model 
repainted by hand (guess who’s!) 


It was always the intention that the craft in 
Magic Fly should react intelligently. The ideal - 
independent intelligence for all craft - proved 
impossible, but Jeff came up with a clever com- 
promise. Flying craft had full capability, but 


@ and last but not least the horsefly 
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@ The docking bay 
graphics before 
inclusion into the 
game 


ground-based vehicles, which would simply 
spend too much time working out how to get 
around objects on the tunnel floor, were given a 
sub-intelligence. They could navigate them- 
selves around any object (furniture or craft), as 
well as reacting to thefly by entering offensive 
or defensive postures. 

This all became very complicated, though, 
when Jeff introduced weapons. With laser bolts, 
missiles and other exotic items such as webs 
flying around, things got pretty hectic. One 
change that had to be made related to weapon 
arming: when a vehicle launches a weapon 
there has to be a delay before the weapon is 
armed. Otherwise craft blow up — taking you 
with them! 

In addition to all the enemy logic, an entire 
tunnel logic was created in the form of a plane- 
toid commander, who deploys his forces to 
stop your progress through the tunnel complex. 


“Bugs were inevitable — 
such as the one that made 
craft fly through the tunnel 
wall, or the one that made 
ground vehicles take off and 
fly (my fault, I’m afraid)” 


Most vehicles animate in some way or 
another, ranging in complexity from simple wing 
configuration changes to “walking,” with each 
model designed to move in a specific way. To 
manage the more difficult actions, | made multi- 
ple drawings — as many as 36, in some cases — 
showing each phase of the action. 

The worst was the beetle, a “super walker,” 
with most of the vertexes being in the legs. The 
source data just for this one craft alone was 
over 100K: the sheer number of vertexes and 
facets make it the most complex object I've 
ever seen in any 3D game. It took over three 
weeks to key in all the data and iron out any 


problems. This in itself would not have been 
such a burden — had it not been for the stag 
beetle and scorpion, which were very nearly as 
detailed as the beetle! 

By autumn '89 | was going vertex crazy. By 
now source files for craft, weapons and furni- 
ture took up over 1.5 MBytes of my hard drive 
- and the code on Jeff's was even larger! It 
didn’t take a pair of geniuses to realise that 
memory conservation methods would be essen- 
tial if all this was going to fit on a 520ST. So | 
started optimising the object data, while Jeff 
set about becoming an expert in compression 
techniques. To optimise space further | re- 
designed some of the craft and evolved others 
into more pleasing shapes. 


As Christmas 1989 loomed we were of 
the firm opinion that Magic Fly simply had to be 
completed soon. Wrong once more. As always 
the last 5% requires the greatest effort, and in 
fact we only finally finished in mid-June! Much of 
the work in these last few months has been 
directed towards additional elements specified 
by EA and in polishing up and tweaking the final 
game. This included eliminating the inevitable 
bugs — such as the one that made craft fly 
through the tunnel wall, and another that made 
ground vehicles take off and fly away (my fault, 
I'm afraid). At the same time as removing what 
are politely referred to as “undocumented fea- 
tures,” Jeff also took the opportunity to incorpo- 
rate the STE’s extended colour palette. 

So, after very nearly four man-years of 
work, Magic Fly is complete. As a designer | am 
proud of the game — not least because it is so 
very like my original concept. And considering 
the process of game creating outlined in these 
pages, this | think you'll agree is quite some 
achievement. A large part of the credit for this, 
of course, goes to Jeff, who knows more about 
the 68000 than is healthy. His capability in 
transforming idea into code is what games pro- 
gramming is really all about. stf 


PREVIEW revelations! 


@ A range of shots from various 
angles in the tunnels (taken from the 
object editor rather than from the 
finished game) 


The information screen. If your energy (bottom right) runs out it’s curtain, pal! 


issue 13-AUGUST-90 ST FORMAT 21 


THIRD COAST TECHNOLOGIES 


F 


"THIRD COAST DRIVES 


SHOULD BE AT THE TOP OF 
ANYONES SHOPPING LIST." 
ST FORMAT 
FEATURES FEATURES PRICING 
FASTER THAN ANY OTHER COMPETITOR 155M/BYTE TAPE BACKUP 


AUTOBOOT & AUTOPARK 

BATTERY BACKED REALTIME CLOCK, CALENDER 
UPTO 128 USER PARTITIONS 

DMA IN & OUTS ALSO SCSI OUT & IN 

COMPATIBLE WITH ATARI ST, PC AND MAC 

HIGH SPEED PROGRAMMABLE CACHING SOFTWARE 
MATCHED OIN ATARI GREY WITH AIR BRUSHED LOGO 
SUPPORTS A SECOND DRIVE & TAPE BACKUP 


65 WATT CASED ASTEC PSU WITH AIR COOL FAN DRIVE 


BACKS UP 20 MEGS IN UNDER 1.5 MINUTES 
SUPPORTS INTERNAL SCSI DRIVE 

EXTERNAL SCSI ID SELECTORS 

PORTABLE BETWEEN DIFFERENT ATARIS 

USES INDUSTRY STANDARD CT 600N TAPES 

BACKS UP ALL NON GEM FORMATS 

COMPATIBLE WITH ALL HARD DRIVES 

OFFERS ALL FEATURES & UTILS AS TCT HARD DISK 


22M/BYTE SCSI HARD DRIVE 49 MILLI 
32M/BYTE SCSI 38 MILLI HEAD PARK. 
50M/BYTE SCSI 25 MILLI HEAD PARK. 
65M/BYTE SCSI 25 MILLI HEAD PARK. 
85M/BYTE SCSI 25 MILLI HEAD PARK. 
106M/BYTE SCSI 15 MILLI HEAD PARK 
150M/BYTE SCSI 15 MILLI HEAD PARK 
S0M/BYTE & 15SM/BYTE TAPE BACKUP. 
44M/BYTE REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE DRIVE... 
330M/BYTE 11 MILLI HEAD PARK & LOCK........£1999.00 


£699 


J 


HARD DRIVE DIY KITS FOR SCSI | 


CONNECT IBM PC TYPE DRIVES TO THE | 


ST UPTO TWO DRIVES OFF ONE 

| CONTROLLER 

ALL THE ABOVE FEATURES & UTILS 
INCLUDED WITH TCT DRIVES 


| INTERNAL & EXTERNAL ST FLOPPY DRIVES | 


1M/BYTE DIRECT 
INTERNAL REPLACEMENT 
2TRK IMB OFFERS EXTENDED TRACK 
INTERNAL COUNT UPTO 84 TRACKS 
£58.99 FULLY SOFTWARE 


COMPATIBLE SLIGHT CASE 
MOD REQUIRED 


on y aoe ape SUPPLIED WITH FULL 
INSTRUCTIONS 
ICD DMA/SCSI HOST (NO CLOCK 
ICD DMA/SCSI HOST & CLOCK..... 
OMTI 3527 SCSI/ST506 CONTROLLER 84TRK IMB 
COMPLETE THIRD COAST HARD DRIVE READY FOR PC TYPE DRIVE. IM/BYTE INTERNAL 82 TRACK DRIVE... £58.99 J 
COMPLETE THIRD COAST HARD DRIVE READY FOR SCSI DRIVE ......... IM/BYTE INTERNAL 84 TRACK DRIVE £60, Baie AL 
n ' Re ‘ i 4 5 ADVE IM/BYTE EXTERNAL 82 TRACK DRIV x 
COMPLETE KITS INCLUDE HOST BOARD PSU AND ALL FEATURES LISTED IN HARD DRIVE ADVERT 
THESE KITS WILL ALLOW ANY ST506 OR EMBEDDED SCSI DRIVE TO BE CONNECTED TO ANY ATARI ST 1M/BYTE EXTERNAL 84 TRACK DRIV) 
FULL 12 MONTHS WARRANTY 1.44 M/BYTE FORMATTED EXTERNAL... 
NEW OVERSCAN FACILITY AVAILABLE 


WITH OPTIONAL FADER CONTROL 
VIDEO IN & OUT ON SCART 
$C1224 & PHILLIPS 8833 
COMPATIBLE 


£199 


COMPOSITE PAL & RGB OUT 

TITLE & ANIMATE ANY VIDEO CASSETTE 

PLUGS STRAIGHT INTO ANY ST 

AMIGA GENLOCK QUALITY AT LAST ON YOUR ST 

ALLOWS DIGITISED RESULTS TO BE STORED AND OVERLAYED ONTO ANY 
VHS RECORDER 


ie ee i 2 
|THE ULTIMATE ST COPYING DEVICE £149 TURBO CHARGE YOUR ATARI ST £199.99 
@ BACKUP/COPY ALL ATARI, AMIGA & PC SOFTWARE UPTO 100% SPEED INCREASE "DOUBLE THE SPEED OF YOUR ST.” 


@ NO EXTERNAL FLOPPY REQUIRED 

@ READ & WRITE MAC DISKS 

@ REALTIME CLOCK OPTION AVAILABLE 

@ CONNECT UPTO FOUR FLOPPY DRIVES 

@ FLOPPY TO FILE TRANSFER ALLOWS PROGRAMS 
TO BE MODIFIED ETC. 

@ REGULAR SOFTWARE UPDATES MEANS YOU WILL 
ALWAYS BE ABLE TO BACKUP ANY SOFTWARE 

@ OVER 50 COPYING ROUTINES INCLUDED 

@ DOES NOT REQUIRE DEVICE TO BE INSTALLED TO 


RUN COPIES INI HAPPY £129.99 


ST WORLD/FORMAT 
DTP, CAD, WP INCREASED BY A MINIMUM 88% | 
99% COMPATIBLE WITH ALL ST HARD & SOFTWARE 
FULLY USER INSTALLABLE 
FITS ALL ATARI ST'S 
HARDWARE & SOFTWARE CACHEDISABLE/ENABLE 
OPTION 
ALLOWS YOUR ST TO PERFORM LIKE A 386 PC 
FULL COMPREHENSIVE MANUAL WITH DETAILED 
FITTINGS INSTRUCTIONS 
FULL TWELVE MONTHS PHONE SUPPORT & WARRANTY 


ATARI RAM UPGRADES 


520 - 1040 PLUG IN RAM 
BOARD FOR ATARI'S WITH 
OR WITHOUT SURFACE 
MOUNT MMU CHIP 
£94.99 


"THE VERY BEST RAM UPGRADE 
BOARDS ON THE MARKET." 


ST FORMAT 


THIRD COAST ANNOUNCE A SERIES OF FULLY SOLDERLESS PLUG IN RAM EXPANSION BOARDS 


PLUG IN BOARDS ARE AVAILABLE WITH OR WITHOUT RAM CHIPS. OUR BOARDS REQUIRE NO SOLDERING : ] 
OR TRACE CUTTING AND ALLOW A USER TO UPGRADE ANY 520 FIRST TO 1M/BYTE THEN TO 2.5 
MEGABYTES AND UPTO 4 MEGABYTES. WE OFFER A COMPLETE SOLUTION FOR ATARIS WITH SURFACE 
MOUNT MMU AND HAVE PLUG IN BOARDS DESIGNED FOR THESE MODELS FROM 520-1040 WITH EXPAN- 
SION POLICY UPTO 2.5 MEGABYTES AND UPTO A REALISTIC 4 MEGABYTES. UNLIKE OUR COMPETITORS 
OUR BOARD FIRST EXPANDS TO 1 MEGABYTE . WE THEN OFFER A FULL REFUND ON THAT BOARD 
AGAINST OUR 4 MEG BOARD WITH 2.5 MEGS OR A FULL 4 MEGS. THIS POLICY IS AVAILABLE NO MATTER 
HOW LONG YOU HAVE HAD YOUR BOARD. YOU ARE NOT LEFT WITH 16 USELESS CHIPS LIKE THE SOLU- 
TION OFFERED BY OTHERS BUT MERELY A COST EFFECTIVE SIMPLE WAY OF UPGRADING TO | MEGABYTE, 
2.5 MEGABYTES AND EVENTUALLY 4 MEGABYTES. TRULY THIS IS A PRODUCT THAT OFFERS "NO MORE 
OUT OF MEMORY HEADACHES" AT 0.5 OR 2.5 MEGABYTES, 


520ST-1040 RAM UPGRADE KIT REQUIRES SOLDERING... ea 
520ST-1040 RAM UPGRADE PLUG IN BOARD NO SOLDERING (EXPANSION POLICY TO 4MGs). 
520ST- 1040 RAM UPGRADE BOARD FOR ATARIS WITH SURFACE MOUNT MMU PLUG IN 
520ST-2.5 MEGS RAM UPGRADE BOARD PLUG IN EXPANDS TO 4 MEGS .. 
520ST-4.0 MEGS RAM UPGRADE BOARD PLUG IN NO SOLDERING... 
1040ST-2.0 MEGS RAM BOARD REQUIRES MINOR SOLDERING (USES 32 256K D-RAMS, 
MEGA 1-MEGA4 RAM UPGRADE BOARD REQUIRES NO SOLDERING PLUG IN AND GO 
MEGA2-MEGA4 RAM UPGRADE BOARD PLUG IN & GO NO SOLDERING......... 
MEGA2-MEG4 RAM UPGRADE BOARD UNPOPULATED (TAKES 16 MEGABIT 
520-1040 SOLDERLESS PLUG IN BOARD UNPOPULATED (TAKES 4*264*4 D- RAMS)... 
520-2.5/4.0 MEG SOLDERLESS BOARD UNPOPULATED (TAKES 16 OR 32 MEGABYTE RAMS 
MEGA2-MEGA4 RAM UPGRADE KIT REQUIRES SOLDERING INCLUDES RAM TESTER & MANUAL... 


THE REST PRICED T HE BEST! vey 


SCANNER' Se 


520STFM DISCOVERY PACK. 
520STE POWER PACK.. 
520STE 1 MEG MEMORY 
S20STE DISCOVERY PACK 2.5 MEG MEM 
520STE 4 MEG MEMORY DISCOVERY PACK 
MEGA ST! & SM124.. 
MEGA ST2 & SM124.. 


1] 
MEGA ST4 & SM124 ...essessessnee | A4 FLATBED SCANNER 200DPI COPIER, SCANNER & PRINTER 
MEGA 2 WITH 4 MEG MEMORY £999.99 | OCR SOFTWARE 
| 


389: HIGH RES SM124.........0.. 400 DPI X-TRA WIDE SCANNER 1.5 INCHES WIDER FACE 
499.99 SC1224 COLOUR MONITOR THAN ANY OTHER SCANNER, HAND HELD WITH 

PHILIPS 8833 COLOUR...... INTERFACE & SFT 
STAR LC10-MONO & LEAD. i 600 DPI A4 FLATBED WITH OCR SO! 
STAR LC-10-COLOUR & LEA 15.99 | | GREY SCALES........ 


FULL COLOUR ST ‘DIGITIZER & SOFTWARE 


a 


DIGITIZE IN FULL COLOUR DIRECT FROM A VIDEO CAMERA OR 
RECORDER 

MONOCHROME OR COLOUR THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

DIGITIZE DIRECT FROM A STANDARD VHS OR 8MM RECORDER IN 
COLOUR WITH THE ADDITION OF THE DIGITAL HARDWARE RGB 


£149.99 


| SPLITTER BOX 
| ® 128 GRAY SCALES 
QNMATCHED || | oTHtERE 1s NO 
| COMPETITION" 
ST FORMAT | 


i Ss , = Se : | ST FORMAT 85% 
COLOUR FRAME GRABBER & DIGITIZER a 


FRAME GRAB DIRECT FROM A VIDEO RECORDER OR CAMERA 
DIGITIZE IN FULL COLOUR, COMPATIBLE WITH DEGAS & 
NEOCHROME 

ADDITION OF THE RGB SPLITTER OFFERS FULL COLOUR RESULTS 
FROM A VIDEO RECORDER 

DIGITIZE IN HIGH AND LOW RES COLOUR OR MONOCHROME 
SCREEN RESOLUTION HIGH, MEDIUM & LOW RESOLUTION 16 GRAY 
SCALES SCANNING TIME BETWEEN 1/50TH AND 1/2 SECOND 


LANDIS 


THIRD COAST TECHNOLOGIES LTD 


TEL: 0257 472444 (8 LINES) 24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 
UNIT 8 BRADLEY HALL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANDISH, NR WIGAN, WN6 0XQ FAX. 0257 426577 
E&XOME TCT RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHANGE ALL PRICING AT ANY TIME WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GAMES ONLY! § BULK DISKS 


17.90 
19.90 


Blue Angels. 


Cartoon Capers . 
Cloud Kingdoms 
Colorado 


SALE * SALE * SALE x SALE x 
Batman - Caped Crusader 9. 
Black Cauldron. 


Colossus Chess X 
Centrefold Squares . 
Deluxe Strip Poker 
Ghostbusters II. 
Pacmania 

Shoot Em Up Construct 
Steve Davis Snooke: 
TV Sports Footbal 
Conflict in Europe 
Trivia Trove 

Xenon Il - 


Cyberball 
Demons Tomb 
Dragons Breat 
Drakkhen 


Baliynoo 
Spellbreake: 
Moonmist 
Wishbringer 
Hollywood Hi-Jink: 


F29 Retaliator 
Gravity .... 
Hammerfist . 


Dungeon Master 

* Dungeon Master Editor . 
* Chaos Strikes Back 

* Chaos Editor, 


Leisure Suit Larry 2 
Midwinter 

Planet of Robot Monsters 
Player Manager . 
Projectyle ... 

Resolution 101 


Time Soldier... 
Treasure Trap 
TURRICAN . 
Ultima V .. 
Ultimate Gol 
Viking Child. 


World Cup Soccer. 
Xenomorph . 
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BYTEBACK _ 


ONLY! 
All 100% GUARANTEED 


DS/DD Disks (x 10) 
DS/DD Disks (x 0} 
DS/DD Disks (x 100). 
Boxed and Branded ( 
Boxed and Branded (x 50 


LANGUAGES 


Devpac ST (2)... 

GFA Basic (3) interpreter. 
GFA Basic (3) Compiler 
GST Macro Assembler 
GST C Compiler 


ONLY! 


STOS - Games Creator 
STOS - Compiler. 
STOS - Maestro. 
STOS - Sprite 60 
STOS - Games galore . 


COMPILATIONS — ONLY! 


ALL TIME FAVOURITES 

Test Drive, Hard Ball, Mean 18+ 
Famous Course Disk (vol 1 and 2) 
WORLD CUP 90 1 
Kick Off, International Soccer, Track” 
Suit Manager 

FLIGHT COMMAND: 

Lancaster, Eliminator, Skyfox, Strike" 
Force Harrier, Skychase 
AMERICAN DREAMS i 
Super Ski, Bubble Ghost, Operation 
Neptune, Hostages 

LIGHT FORCE ... 

R-Type, Voyager, 


THRILL TIME (8 GAMES!))........ 16.90 
Buggy Boy, Space Harrier, Live & Let Die, 
Thundercats, Battleships, Ikari Warriors, 
Beyond the Ice Palace, Bombjack 


Speedball, Blood Money, Rocket Ranger 


HIT DISKS (VoI.1)....ccccscceseseseneneee 9.90 
Goldrunner, Karate Kid II, Jupiter 
Probe, Slaygon 

HIT DISKS (Vol. 2)......sscsecssesseneeee! 9.90 
Time Bandit, Major Motion, 
Leathernecks, Tanglewood 


STAR WARS TRILOGY 
Star Wars, Return of the Jedi, Empire 
Strikes Back 


Barbarian, Crazy Cars, Wizball, Enduro 
Racer and Rampage 


JOYSTICKS ONLY! 


Joystick & Mouse extension 
Joystick lead - 3 metres 
Quickshot Deluxe 
Quickjoy ||Turbo. 
Quickjoy III Supe! 
Cruiser Multi Colour.. 
Quickjoy Jetfighter 
Navigator 

Cruiser (CLEAR) 

Zip Stik Super Pro. 
Quickshot Controller . 
Competition Pro Extr: 


EDUCATIONAL ONLY! 


AB Zoo (3-6) 
Algebra 1 (11 
Postman Pat... 
Learn to Read w 
Better Maths | .... 
Better Spelling 
Magic Maths ... 
Puzzle Book 1. 
Lets Spell At Home 
Lets Spell At Shops 
(above 2 also in French) 


Fun School 2 (under 6) . 
Fun School 2 (6 to 8) 
Fun School 2 (over 8) 


ART AND MUSIC. ONL\ 


CAD 3D (1 
Degas Elite . 
Easy Draw 2 (supercharged. 
Easy Tools .. 


ST Replay (4 
Vidi St. J 


yber Studio .. 
Supplementary package: 
Cyber Paint (2) 
Cyber Control. 
Cyber Sculpt... 
Microbot Design. 
Architectural Designs 
Cartoon Designs 
Human Forms. 
3D Developers 
Video Titling desig} 
3D Fonts 2 


UTILITIES 


Data Manager Professional 
DG Base... 

First Word 

Home Accounts . 

Mini Office Spreai 

Mini Office Communications 
Mini Office Graphics.. 


BLITZ Turbo - Copier 
(needs 2nd driv 


Neo Desk 2. 
Protext (4) 

Word Writer. 
Mavis Beaco! 


ACCESSORIES ONLY! 


Locking Disk Box (40+) 
Locking Disk Box (80+) 
Disk Labels (200)... 


FURRY MOUSE COVER. 
(with eyes, ears and nose 


Mouse Bracket 

Mouse Mat (BEST Quality) . 
Naksha replacement Mouse 
ST Dust Cover 

Monitor Cover (state type) 
Mono/Colour Monitor Switc! 


Cheque, postal 
orders or credit 
card facilities 


DELIVERY 
SERVICE 


..and the keenest prices 


PUBLIC DOMAIN 


1 disk = £3.00, 4 disks = £9.90 
10 disks + file box = £19.90 


This is just the latest additions to our 
Public Domain Library 
Ask for our new JULY catalogue! 


BG 55 Froggy; (Frogger). Caves of 

Rigel, Original Maze type arcade 

56 Cribbage, Checkers, Joust 

BG 57 Dungeon Master; NEW dungeon! 
Needs original program to run... 
BG 58 Soko; 50 level puzzle game 
BG 59 Bubble Trouble; Pacman style 
plus: Jumpster; Q-Bert version. 

|G 04 Bumper Jack; STOS produced 
Platform game. Yatzy; (Yahtzee) 
MG 05 Mars Maze; excellent STOS pro- 
duced platform game 


BA 01 32 Adventure game solutions! 
BA 02 34 Adventure game solutions! 
BA 03 31 Adventure game solutions! 
BA 04 31 Adventure game solutions! 


BS 20 Digitised topless pictures! 

BS 21 Spectrum 512 Nude slideshow 
BS 22 Digitised NASA Slideshow 

BU 58 File Selector, Desk Manager, 
Disk copier, Virus Killer... 


BU 59 ZX81 Emulator; including 38 pro- 
gram files! Uses the original keyword 
entry system! Great Fun! 


SO 02 Composer; enter notes from com- 
puter or Midi keyboards! 

SO 03 16 Voice synthesiser with multi 
voice recording! 


BC 13 Clip Art - Foodstuffs etc 
BC 16 Clip Art - VIZ magazine 
BC 17 Clip Art - Garfield pics 
BC 18 Clip Art - Beano pictures 


BD 33 STE demo; See what your STE is 
capable of and be amazed... 
BD 34 What the Butler Saw; Demo 


TOP 10 PD FAVOURITES 
BG 01 Monopoly, Chess, Backgammon 
BG 20 Dungeon Master - Help disk 
BG 27 Strip Breakout! 
BE 02 Kids Music, Kids Piano... 
BE 03 Kids ABC, Kid Story 
BE 05 On screen colouring book! 
MD 15 Snowman - Digitised demo 
BU 01 Neochrome - Art Package 
BU 07 ST Writer Elite - Word Pro 
BU 57 ANI-ST (was Aegis Animator) 


BUDGIE Licenseware: 


BUG 31 Inferno; Boulderdash copy 

BUG 32 Runaway + Rotatus - Arcade 

BUG 33 Crystal Caverns; Platform game 

+ Happy Puzzler; Tile puzzle 

BUG 34 Safe as Houses; Monopoly 

version with British names! 

BUG 35 Hostile Reception; Arcade 

gare. with Xenon II style graphics! 
UG 37 Mr Dig and Tank Battle 

PRO 01 Electronic Bank Statement 

PRO 02 Programmers 68000 Library 

PRO 03 Sprite Master; Sprite 

Construction + demo and game 


ST 


FORMAT 


dangerously addictive game 


@ Immerse yourself in the toothsome delights of this month's ST 
FORMAT Cover Disk, crammed to bursting point with over 800K of 
demos, games and utilities. 

@ But... not all STs have double-sided disk drives as standard. So we've 
devised a special format which both single and double-sided drives can 
read. Of course, single-sided drive owners can still only access the top 
side of the disk. 

@ Rob Northen is the man responsible for the disk format which enables 
everyone to access Battlemaster, FreeRAM and all the other scrummy 
programs on side A of the disk. And those with a double-sided drive can 


Side A 


BATTLEMASTER - the exclusive and fully 
playable demo of the latest PSS masterpiece: 
roleplayers and arcaders will fight to claim it! 
FREERAM - lost your memory? If doc can't help, 
this immensely useful Desktop accessory can! 
PUZZLE - Word Square fans will go ape over this 


HRAMDISK - of the warm-reset survivable kind 
C SERIES FILES - see page 113 


cover disk 


DISK info 


Side B 


GFA DRAFT - realise your ST’s CAD potential with 
our exclusive demo of GFA’s power-packed program 
GEMPLUS - tired of your ST’s Desktop? Now you 
can spruce it up with this brilliant editor 

MOUSE KA MANIA - customise your ST mouse 
beyond belief with this fantastic mouse pointer editor 
COMMAND LINE INTERPRETER - get more 
power from your ST with this feature-packed CLI. 
Your mouse need never work again... 


get at GFA Draft, GemPlus and all the other goodies on side B. 

@ You can get to side B of the disk (but only if you've got a double-sided 
drive!) by double-clicking on the folder SIDE_B. 

@ If you have a single-sided drive and try clicking on the SIDE_B folder, 
a warning message appears telling you that there is data damaged on 
the disk. But of course the disk ain't damaged; it’s just a nasty 
practical joke... er, | mean, your ST’s way of saying it only has a single- 
sided drive. Click on the CANCEL button in the box and stop worrying. 
@ Please please please back up your Cover Disk: don't put the original 
into your ST. That was a Public Information announcement. Over and out. 


BATTLEMASTER 


Battlemaster 

BY: PSS 

SIDE: A 

MACHINE: ALL COLOUR STs 
FILES: ALL FILES IN THE BATTLE 
FOLDER 


In the days of old, when knights 
were bold and all that, men hated 
orcs, who didn't get on with elves, 
who weren't keen at all on dwarves. 

Battlemaster is a difficult game 
to classify; set in a medieval fan- 
tasy world populated by orcs, 
elves, dwarves and men, it com- 
bines the arcade action of Gauntlet 
and the puzzles and traps of Dun- 
geon Master. There really is noth- 
ing else quite like it! 

The plot revolves around a 
centuries-long conflict between the 
four races which the player is aim- 
ing to end. Torn by war and decay, 
the world is doomed unless the 
player suceeds in conquering it to 
re-unite it. 

A map of the world provides 
the framework for this classic fan- 
tasy, and an adventure occurs at 
each place on the map. 

The arcade element is similar 
to Gauntlet, with the player control- 
ling a 24x24 pixel leader moving 
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@ Come on you dwarves, elves, orcs and humans! It’s all in aid of 
a desperate bid to re-unite the warring planet. Fusing roleplaying 
and arcade action, Battlemaster is a gamester’s dream 


around a multi-directional scrolling 
play area. 

The roleplaying element is sup- 
plied in four ways. First there are 
magic items that can enhance your 
leader's and unit's abilities. Second 
there is the accumulation of experi- 
ence: the more your troops per- 
form a particular action the better 
they get at it. Thirdly there is the 
world the player explores, a collec- 
tion of about 60 scenarios linked 
by a network of roads. Each sce- 
nario might be a village, a castle, a 


Ol, YOU. YES, YOU! 


mine, or a place in the wilderness. 
And finally there’s the game sys- 
tem. All combat, magic items and 
monsters are treated in a way simi- 
lar to most paper RPG systems, 
and this wealth of detail is available 
in the manual to those who are 
interested. 


GETTING STARTED 
Double-click on the BATTLE.PRG in 
the BATTLE folder. Follow the 
onscreen prompts and get ready 
for some serious action! 


9 BACK UP YOUR DISK 
NOW! (See page 30) 


HRAMdisk 

BY: JOHN EIDSVOOG 
SIDE: A 

MACHINE: ALL STs 
FILES: HRAMDSK2.1XT, 
HRAMDSK.PRG 


This useful utility acts as an extra 
disk drive: instead of using a 
tangible medium such as a hard or 
disk drive, it uses the ST's memory 
to store information. This is much 
faster and makes boring jobs like 
copying files to disk a hell of a lot 
faster. And with HRAMDISK, 
pressing the reset button doesn’t 
destroy its contents. 


GETTING STARTED 
Copy the file HRAMDSK2.PRG into 
your AUTO folder (make a folder on 
your boot disk and name it AUTO). 
Whenever the ST boots up it runs 
all programs with the extension 
.PRG in the AUTO folder. (If you're 
booting from hard disk your AUTO 
folder needs to be in your boot 
partition.) 

You can also run HRAMDSK2. 
PRG directly from the Desktop. 
See the file HRAMDSK2 .TXT on 
the Cover Disk for extra inform- 
ation on this program. 
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ATARI ST and ¢: amica 


Sixteen Bit Superdeals from the Sixteen Bit Specialists! 
CUSTOMERS PLEASE NOTE! When comparing prices remember ours include fast delivery by courier. 


520STE Power Pack 

Inc. VAT and Next Day Delivery 

Power Pack includes: 

* 520STE 512K Keyboard with Built-in 1 Megabyte disk drive and TV 
Modulator 

* Over £550 worth of games software, including OutRun, Gauntlet 2, 
R-Type, Space Harrier, Super HangOn and 16 more Top Games 

* Organiser Business Software including WORDPROCESSOR, 
SPREADSHEET and DATABASE 

* First BASIC and First Music Utility Software 

%* FREE JOYSTICK AND FREE MOUSE MAT WORTH £4.95 

* All leads, manuals PLUS MOUSE and free mains plug! 

+* Hyper Pack S/W inc Hyper Draw, Hyper Paint and Borodino 
Battlescape War Game worth over £70.00 


NOW INC 


HYPERPACK 


520STFM DISCOVERY PACK 
£279.00 


NEW! fantastic value for money pack includes: 

* 520 STE 512K memory keyboard with built in 1 megabyte double sided disk 
drive and TV modulator 

* came Pack including OUTRUN, SPACE HARRIER, CARRIER COMMAND and 
BOMB JACK 

* UTILITY PROGRAMMES inc STOS GAME CREATOR, NEOCHROME painting 
package and FIRST BASIC programming language 

* ST tutorial programme and 'DISCOVER YOUR ST' beginners guide to the ST 
computer 

%* PLUS MOUSE, MOUSE MAT, MANUALS, ALL LEADS, METACOMCO BASIC 
AND MAINS PLUG! 


AMIGA A500 
GAMES PACK 
featuring BAT PACK or the new 
FLIGHT OF FANTASY PACK 


£200 00 


SIDI. 
Inc. VAT and Next Day Delivery 

BAT Games Pack includes: 

* Amiga A500 512K Keyboard with Built-in 1 Megabyte disk drive. 

* Free TV modulator worth £24.99 allowing you to use the Amiga with a normal TV. 

%* DELUXE PAINT II GRAPHICS PACKAGE. 

%* FREE HOLIDAY 14 days accommodation 

* FREE, only-just-released BATMAN - THE MOVIE games software. 

* NEW ZEALAND STORY arcade games software. 

* F18-INTERCEPTOR - amazing 3D flight simulator software. 

* A further £230 worth of Games Software, including BUGGY BOY, MERCENARY, 
BARBARIAN, WIZBALL & six more games. 

* FREE JOYSTICK, MOUSE MAT AND 10 BLANK DISKS. 


* Amiga BASIC, Amiga EXTRAS 1.3, Workbench 1.3 PLUS the Amiga Step by Step Tutorial. 


* All leads, manuals PLUS MOUSE and mains plug! 

FLIGHT OF FANTASY Pack Includes: 

* F29 RETALIATOR - fantastic NEW flight simulator - replaces Batman 

* RAINBOW ISLANDS - smashing new arcade game - replaces New Zealand Story 
%* ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET OF THE ROBOT MONSTERS - replaces F18 

x Everything else listed for BAT Games Pack. 


1040STE BUSINESS PACK 
£449.00 
* Includes the new 1 megabyte 1040STE keyboard plus over £200 worth of 
business software including WORD UP wordprocessing software, featuring 


glossary and mail merge, K-Spread 3.0 spread sheet and SUPERBASE 
PERSONAL Database software Also includes Metacomco BASIC, Mouse Pad, 


all Leads, Manuals and Mouse. 


AMIGA 1 MEG 
BAT GAME PACK 
£499.00 
1 Meg Bat Games Pack includes: 
* Fitted 1 Megabyte Memory Expansion + Real Time Clock Card 


* Everything listed for the A500 Bat Game Pack 
* DRAGON'S LAIR 1 MEG MEGAGAME! 


MEGA 1 BUSINESS Pack 
Features: £529.00 


* Separate Keyboard and System Unit 
* Inc. all software supplied with 1040 STE Business Pack 
* Blitter chip installed for faster graphics 

Inc SM124 Mono Monitor........: £628.00 


ACCESSORIES 
...£9.95 Branded Memorex 3.5" DSDD Disks 
BOX:OF 10) ssressscossssossssspnsscesveesson 


Memorex Disk Box 
For 40 3.5" Disks .. 


Quickshot II Turbo Joystick 
Competition Pro 5000 Joystick 
Competition Pro with Autofire ....... 
Konix Speedking Joystick.............. 
Red Mouse Mat with Amiga logo Amiga 1/2 Meg Expansio 
Plain blue Mouse Mat Control Centre Atari or Amiga £44, 95 
Nakshai Mouse for ST, Amiga Or’ PCs. scssisssssssiescosscosniecsisssssvsescsssticrsavssesosiuesed £29.95 
Contriver Amiga and ST Mouse with FREE Holder and Mouse Pad £20.95 


AMIGA A500 
CLASS OF THE 1990'S 
BUSINESS + EDUCATIONAL PACK 


£549.00 


FEATURES: 

* Amiga A500 + TV Modulator 

* Midi Interface + Software 

* Kind Words II word processor 

* Page Setter DTP 

* Super Base Personal 
Database 


* Maxiplan 500 Spreadsheet 


Deluxe Paint II 
* Mouse mat, 10 blank disks 
and disk wallet 


* Amiga Logo, BBC Emulator, 


PRINTERS 


Star LC10 including interface lead for ST/Amiga. 
Star LC10 colour including interface lead for ST/Amiga 
Star LC24-10 24 pin including lead for ST/Amiga 
Citizen 120D + NLQ including interface lead for ST/Amig: 
Citizen Swift 24 pin letter quality including lead for ST/Amiga. 
Colour Version of Swift 24 pin 


EXTERNAL DISK 
Cumana 1 Megabyte Atari or Amiga 
NEC 1 Megabyte Atari or Amiga . 
Atari SF314 1 Megabyte 
Amiga A1010 1 Megabyte . 
Atari Megafile 30 Hard Disk 
New! Commodore A590 20 meg hard disk 
A590 Hard Disk + Memory Upgrade installed .............:.ccsscesessseesesseeseees Phone 


DRIVES 


MONITORS 


Commodore Amiga A1084 stereo Monitor inc lead 
Atari SC1224 Colour Monitor inc lead.... £259.00 
Atari SM124 Mono Monitor including lead. £119.00 
Philips CM8833 stereo colour monitor inc. lead for ST or Amiga ........... £249.00 


£259.00 


24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE = 0908 378008 
To order either call the orderline above with your Credit Card details OR make a cheque or P.O. payable to: 
Digicom Computer Services Ltd and send it with your order to the address below. Showroom open at the address below Mon-Sat 10.00am - 6.00pm. 


DIGICOM 


EN 


Unit 36, Wharfside, Fenny Stratford, MILTON KEYNES, MK2 2AZ. 
All prices include VAT and delivery by courier 
Licensed Credit Brokers Written quotations available on request APR 34.5% Variable. 


@ Playing Puzzle can seriously 
interfere with your work! 


Puzzle 

BY: PUBLIC DOMAIN 
SIDE: A 
MACHINE: ALL STs 
FILES: PUZZLE.DOC, 
PUZZLE.ACC 


Bored with processing words? Try 
playing with ‘em instead! This neat 
little accessory allows you to play 
a tricky Word Square game from 
the Desktop. 

The aim is to arrange the 
letters in alphabetical order as fast 
as possible. Although there is no 
timer it does become easier after 
a few hours of trying! 


GETTING STARTED 
Simply copy the file PUZZLE.ACC 
to the root directory of a disk. 
(The root directory is the directory 
displayed when your ST boots up: 
the name PUZZLE.ACC should be 
displayed when your ST has 
finished booting up.) 


FreeRAM 

BY: HYBRID ARTS 
SIDE: A 

MACHINE: ALL STs 
FILES: FREERAM.DOC, 
FREERAM.ACC. 


If you have a RAM expansion fitted 
to your ST, or you were forward 
thinking enough to have bought an 
ST with 1MByte or more in the 
first place, then FreeRAM is for 
you. That's not to say that 512K 
ST owners won't also benefit — but 
for expanded memory users, 
FreeRAM is particulary useful. 

Simply click on the FREERAM 
option to display how much free 
memory the system has. (If this is 
not up to the required level then 
it's just possible that the upgrade 
has been installed incorrectly.) 
Click on the OK option to return to 
the safety of the Desktop. 


GETTING STARTED 
Copy the file FREERAM.ACC to the 
root directory of a disk (ie not 
inside any folders). Choose the 
DESK option and the FREERAM 
option displays the amount of free 
RAM you have available. 
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BY: GFA DATA MEDIA 
SIDE: A 

MACHINE: AL| STs 
FILES: ALL FILES IN 
GFADRAFT FOLDER 


most from this demo 


your heart’s content. 


GFA DRAFT PLUS 


resolution screen mode and a fast and powerful processor, your ST 
has everything it needs to run CAD applications. Everything, that is, 
except for one thing: software. Enter GFA Draft Plus 

GFA Draft Plus is a powerful CAD package brought to you by the 
same people that revolutionised the ST programming scene with the 
excellent GFA BASIC. As well as our exclusive demo, GFA have kindly 
provided us with an extensive text file that helps you get the very 


Also provided is a demo image, SPACE.000, a structured drawing 
of a NASA Spaceshuttle. Read the help file and then experiment to 


GETTING STARTED 
Start GFA DRAFT plus by double-clicking on GFADRAFT.PRG, which 
brings up a file selector box. Either enter a new name for your own 
drawing or select SPACE.000 to load the demo file. 


With the arrival of the ST, 
applications previously restricted 
to multimillion dollar mainframes 
have become accessible to the 
average computer user. One such 
application is Computer Aided 
Design (CAD). With its high 


¢ 


®@ Give your ST a visual treat by loading up GFA Draft 


Mouse Ka Mania 


BY: CHARLES F JOHNSON 


SIDE: B 
MACHINE: ALL STs 


FILES: ALL FILES IN MOUSE 


FOLDER 


Ever fancied giving your mouse 
pointer a facelift? With this editor 
you can transform your pointer, 
and even add animation! Choosing 
the Mouse Ka Mania option on the 
DESK menu enables you to ‘enter 
the editing screen. Two large grids 
are displayed: one contains a 
blown-up picture of the pointer, and 
the other the mask. Using save and 
load options you can load your own 


creations, or use the some of the 
others already on the disk. 

Autobooting with any of the 
new mouse shapes is simple: just 
ensure that the MOUSE.ACC and 
the relevant data files are in the 
root directory of the disk. When 
you switch on you'll find that the 
old pointer has been replaced with 
a newer, trendier pointer. 


GETTING STARTED 
Copy the file MOUSE28.ACC to the 
root directory of a disk. (The root 
directory is the directory displayed 
when your ST boots up: the file 
MOUSE28.ACC should be 
displayed when your ST has 
finished booting up.) 


So Ee ee 
(2D Ce ee) 


@ Transform dull pointers... 


Can nec] 


«. Into upbeat new icons 


DISK info 


Gemplus 

BY: DAVE LINCOLN 
SIDE: B 

MACHINE: ALL STs 
FILES: INSTRUCT.DOC, 
ICONS.PI2, ICONEDIT.PRG 


Anyone who's used the ST GEM 
Desktop knows that, though it has 
its drawbacks, it’s a very good way 
to communicate with the ST's 
operating system. There are 
several other different types of 
Desktop though, from the oldest 
on that rich man’s toy the Mac, up 
to the latest on Steve Job’s much 
heralded NeXT machine. These 
two desktop programs both have 
one major advantage over the ST 
Desktop, namely the ability for the 
user to change and add icons. 

The ST Desktop has pre-set 
icons for the disk drives and also 
three different icons for the files, 
these being the folder icon, the 
executeable program (.PRG,.TOS 
etc) icon and finally one icon for all 
the other files. This makes it very 
difficult to distinguish between files 
when you have a window with 
several files all with the same icon. 

GemPlus enables the user 
both to change the disk drive 
icons and design icons to attach 
them to folders and files on a disk. 
The package includes three 
programs: one is GemPlus itself, 
and the other two are for 
designing the disk and file icons 
respectively. 


GETTING STARTED 

The GEMPLUS.PRG file needs to 
be placed in an AUTO folder so 
that it can auto-boot from the disk. 
lf you have any disk icons stored in 
a DISK.DEF file, this file should 
also be placed in the AUTO folder, 
where GemPlus automatically 
loads them. Once booted, 
GemPlus works in the background, 
When any disk is inserted and 
catalogued, GemPlus looks on the 
root directory of that disk for a file 
called ICON.DEF. If such a file is 
found, then it's loaded and the 
icons in that file used instead of 
the normal GEM Desktop icons. 


C series files 

BY: WARWICK GRIGG 
SIDE: A 

MACHINE: ALL STs 

FILES: ALL FILES IN C_SERIES 
FOLDER 


Look in the C_Series folder and 
you'll find all the files to 
accompany Warwick Grigg’s C 
article (see page 121). There’s 
also a compiled version so you 
can use it with any C package. 
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DISK info 


GETTING STARTED 
In order to compile the code, first 
copy the files into the WORK folder 
on your Sobozon C compiler disk. 
Just double-click on the desired 
PRG or TTP file to test any of this 
month’s demos. 


CLI 

BY: PD 

SIDE: B 

MACHINE: ALL STs 
FILES: CLI.DOC, CLI.ACC 


One of the few things your ST lacks 
is a Command Line Interface (CLI). 
Though it may not being as user- 
friendly and pretty as GEM it’s much 
more powerful and well worth 
getting to know. Typing HELP 
displays all the commands available 
— most of which are self explanatory 
(try and guess what FORMAT and 
COPY do, for instance!). 


GETTING STARTED 
Simply copy the file CLILACC to the 
Root Directory of a disk. (The Root 
Directory is the directory displayed 
when your ST boots up: CLI.LACC 
should be displayed when your ST 
has finished booting up.) stf 


COVER DISK HOTLINE 
0225 765086 
WEEKDAYS (2PM To 6pm) 


Flipping-well foxed by files? Dashed-well dumbfounded by 
disks? Perplexed by Cover Disk programs? If you have a 
problem with the disk — and you're sure there is no 
corrupted data — phone 0225 765086 between 2pm and 6pm 
on weekdays with your query. You'll be through to Trickie 
Dickie Monteiro, our Disk Editor with the interesting tan. 
Before you call have ready the info Dickie needs to 
help you: the model of your machine; the version 
of GEM/TOS you're using; and anything you've got attached 
to (or plugged inside) the computer. Have the disk handy 
and your ST up and running, and a pen and paper handy to 


take any notes. 


DOUBLES ALL ROUND! 


You single-sided drive owners don’t have to miss out: get 
hold of the B-side by sending your name and address with a 
cheque or postal order for £1.75 to: 


August B-Side Disk, 
ST FORMAT, Beauford Court, 
30 Monmouth St, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2AP 


READING DOCUMENTATION FILES 


In virtually every folder on the 
Cover Disk you'll find a file with 
the extension .DOC. This is a 
help file and contains 
instructions on using the 
program. Ensure you read all 
help files before running any 
program. 

To read a help file (or .DOC 
file) simply double-click on the 
file. Click on CANCEL if you 
don't wish to read the file; click 


on PRINT to send the document 
to a printer; click on SCREEN to 
send the text to your monitor. 
After each screenful of text 
the display will halt. Pressing 
return will scroll you up a line 
while pressing space will scroll 
up a complete page of text. 
Pressing Q or Control C will 
return you to the Desktop. 
Future Publishing CANNOT 
be held responsible for 


improper use of any programs 
on the Cover Disk. Basically, if 
you wreck your disk collection 
because you failed to read a 
help file, it's tough. Your 
problem, etc etc. Be sensible, 
follow the instructions, and you 
won't have any trouble. 


Next month: how to access the 
B-side of the Cover Disk using 
a major domestic appliance! 


We need your software — games, utilities, demos, anything good, original and preferably short. If you’ve 
written anything worthy of the ST FORMAT Cover Disk (and remember, it's the ones we reject that makes 
ours the best), send it with this form and full documentation to: Richard Monteiro, ST FORMAT Cover Disk 
Editor, 71 Barn Glebe, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 7JZ. Allow four weeks for a reply. 


Address 


Program title 


Daytime ’phone 


Size of files in K. 


What’s so brilliant about it 


Don't forget to: li Enclose an SAE Mi Include on-disk and paper documentation ll Write your name and address on the 
disk ll Use a virus-free disk ll Remember that gnu has a silent g, as does gbanana 

Please sign the following declaration: This program is submitted for publication in ST FORMAT. It is wholly my own 
work and | agree to indemnify Future Publishing against any legal action should copyright problems arise. 


Signed 


Note: we pay out up to £800 for contributions to our Cover Disk. But to earn that kind of dosh, of course, 


you’d have to write something pretty spectacular, original and complex. 
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Ol! BACK UP 
YOUR DISK! 


Because the oh-so-delicious 

ST FORMAT Cover Disk is non- 

standard and squeezes ina 

whacking great 400K plus of 
data per side, the back-up 
procedure is not simple. Follow 
these steps, though, and you 
won't encounter any problems. 

Do it any other way and you 

could knacker your Cover Disk. 

1. Format a couple of blank 
disks - single-sided if 
you've got a single-sided 
drive, double-sided if you 
have a double-sided drive. 

2. Write-protect the Cover Disk 
and insert it into drive A (if 
you have two drives, you 
lucky devil, insert the Cover 
Disk into drive B). Double- 
click on the drive B icon. If 
you're still saving up to buy 
a second drive, a message 
appears requesting you to 
put disk B in drive A. Simply 
click on OK. 

3. Insert a freshly formatted 
disk into drive A. Double- 
click on the drive A icon. 

4. Pick up a folder at a time 
from the Cover Disk window 
and plonk it into the drive A 
window. 

. If you have one drive then 
you'll be asked to insert disk 
A and disk B at regular 
intervals. Don’t mix the two 
up! Disk B is the Cover Disk 
and disk A is the freshly 
formatted disk. 

6. When you get a “disk full” 
error message, recopy the 
last folder — and subsequent 
folders — onto the second 
freshly formatted disk. 

7. Double-sided owners, 
double-click on SIDE_2 once 
you’ve finished copying all 
the folders from side A of 
the Cover Disk. Job done! 


a 


FAULTY DISK? 


In any disk duplication run as 
massive as ST FORMAT, it’s 
possible that a minuscule 
proportion of the disks might 
be faulty. If you’re unlucky, 
sorry. You’re guaranteed a 
working replacement if you a) 
say “blinking flip,” and b) send 
your corrupted disk to: 


ST FORMAT 
August disk returns, 
Discopy Labs, Unit A, 
West March, London Road 
Daventry, Northants NN11 4SA 


DON'T SEND IT ELSEWHERE, OR 
YOU WON'T SEE IT AGAIN! stf 
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Special Reserve 


Bi-monthly Buyer's Guides, each with reviews of 40 games and more. 
Release Schedules, bi-monthly, with advance release information. 
7-day hotline, to 8pm weekdays, 10-5.30 Saturdays, 11-5 Sundays. 
Fast despatch of stock items. Most lines from our stock of 40,000 games. 
Catalogue, Membership Card & Folder for the Buyer's Guides. 
Games sent individually wrapped by first class post. 

Written confirmations (and receipts) sent when we receive each order. 
Refunds, or change of order on request, if there is a delay just phone. 
No commitment, no obligation to buy anything (unlike others). 

The best games, available at the best prices. That's why 

over 20,000 members have already joined Special Reserve. 


All the benefits of Special Reserve plus: 


Our 32 page bi-monthly magazine is 
essential reading for those interested in adventures or role playing 
games. Written by experts, Confidential has covered everything 
from How to Host a Murder to Which F16 Flight Simulator? Our 

agents, led by the Master Spy known as "The Boss 
Upstairs", seek out the secrets of RPG's, FRP's, MUG's, 
PBM's, Leisure Suit Larry, The Russians, Elvira... & more. 
Note: You can subscribe to Confidential without joining 
the clubs for £15.00 (UK) by entering "CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION" on the order form. 
Written by Magnetic Scrolls, authors of The Pawn, 
exclusively for , 
members of Official 
Secrets. Myth is a 
small adventure set 
in Ancient Greece. 
In it you'll meet The 
Ferryman, cheat 


Software 


ADIDAS CHAMP FOOTBALL 15.99 
ANARCHY .. , 15.99 
B.S.S JANE SEYMOUR. 16.99 


FLAIR PAINT 2 
FLIGHT SIMULA’ 
FOOTBALL DIRECTOR 2 


MAVIS BEACON TYPING 
MIONIGHT RESISTANCE 
MIDWINTER 


BACK TO THE FUTURE 2 . 
BACKGAMMON PRO 


real 
BALANCE OF POWER 1990 (1 MEG) 1 


BARDS TALE 1. 
BATMAN THE MOVIE 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


CASTLE MASTER § 
CHAOS STRIKES BACK EI 
CHASE H.0Q... 

CHESS CHAMI 

CODENAME ICEMAN ... 
COLONEL'S BEQUEST . 
COLORADO 

COLOSSUS C| 

CONQUEROR .... 
CONQUEST OF CAMELOT. 
CONTINENTAL CIRCUS: 
CRACK DOWN ... 
CUTTHROATS (INFOCOM). 
CYBERBALL e 

DAMOCLES y 

DEADLINE (INFOCOM) .. 
DEBUT (PLANET SIMULATION) 
DEJA VU 2 ... i é 
DOUBLE DRAGON2 . 
DRAGON NINJA .. 
DRAGON'S LAIR 

ORAGONS BREATH 

DRIVING FORCE 

DUNGEON MASTER EDITOR .. 
DYNAMIC DEBUGGER... 
DYNASTY WARS .... 
DYTER-07 

£-MOTION 

ELVIRA - MISTRESS OF DARK 
ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET 
OF THE ROBOT MONSTERS... 
EUROPEAN SUPER LEAGUE 
F16 COMBAT PILOT... 

F19 STEALTH FIGHTER 

F29 RETALIATOR .. 

FERRARI FORMULA 

FINAL BATTLE ... 

FIRE AND BRIMSTONE 

FIRST WORD PLUS ... 


INEVITABLY, SOME OF THE ABOVE GAMES MAY NOT YET BE RELEASED. ALL GAMES ARE DESPATCHED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 


FULL METAL PLANETE .. 
.99 FUN SCHOOL 3 (2-5 YRS) 

5.49 FUN SCHOOL 3 (5-7 YRS) ......... 

7.99 FUN SCHOOL 3 (7+ YRS) 
FUTURE WARS ..........0060 
GAUNTLET 2 .......... ren 
GHOULS ‘N’ GHOSTS ............ 
GO PLAYER PROFESSIONA| 
HAMMEPFIST_.... . 
HERO'S QUEST. Ses 
HEWSON PREM| Olt . 
HITCH HIKERS GUIDE. 
HOUND OF SHADOW .... 
HOYLES BOOK OF GAMES 
IMPERIUM 00.0... :ccccsesereecevee 
INDIANA JONES ACTION 


INDIANA JONES ADVENTURE ... 


INFESTATION ...... 
INFIDEL (INFOCOM) 
INTERNATIONAL 3D TENNIS 
IRON LORD...... 

ITALY 1990 (US GOLD) . 


Special Reserve 


£5.00 


annual membership 


Now with NRG 


JACK NICKLAUS GOLF 
fe) 


KICK OFF 2 ti 
KICK OFF EXPANSION DISK 
KINGS QUEST 1, 2&3. 
KINGS QUEST 4 (SIERRA) . 
KLAX,... sees 
KNIGHTFORCE .. 

KRISTAL ....... 

LASER SQUAD ......... é 
LEADERBOARD BIRDIE ... 
LEATHER GODDESSES 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 1 . 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 3 ... 
LIFE AND DEATH 


12.49 


749 


22.49 
21.49 
12.99 


13.99 
218.49 
12.99 
13.49 
17.49 
wee 18,99 
+2449 


Area YC) 
LIGHT FORCE (R-TYPE, VOYAGER, 


BIO-CHALLENGE, IK+)... bs 
MANCHESTER UNITED . a 
MANIAC MANSION ........... 


15.99 
12.99 


+ 16.99 


MIND FOREVER VOYAGING . 
NEW ZEALAND STORY ... 
NINJA SPIRIT...... 

NINJA WARRIORS 
OPERATION THUNDERBOLT 
PAPERBOY .......ecsssosss0es 
PHANTASIE 3 (SSI) 
PIPEMANIA......... 

PIRATES .... 

PLAYER MANAGER ...... 
POLICE QUEST 1 (SIERRA) 
POLICE QUEST 2 (SIERRA) 
POPULOUS.... 


POPULOUS PROMISED LANDS .. 


PRO TENNIS TOUR ageing 
PROTEXT WORD PROCESSOR 
RAMROD... bangecneee 
RED STORM RISING . 
RESOLUTION 101....... 

RISK ...... 

ROBOCOP . 

ROTOX aaa 

ROURKE'S DRIFT “ 
SCAPEGHOST (LEVEL 9) ss 
SCRABBLE DE LUXE ............ 
SECRET AGENT SLY SPY 
SHADOW OF THE BEAST .... 
SHADOW WARRIORS ........ 
SHERMAN M4 


nese . 3. 
SHOOT ‘EM-UP CONSTR’ KIT... 


SPACE ACE ...... anes 
SPACE QUEST 1 (SIERRA) 
SPACE QUEST 2 (SIERRA) 
SPACE QUEST 3 (SIERRA) 
STARBLADE ... * 
STARFLIGHT f 
STEVE DAVIS SNOOKER ...... 
STOS (GAMES CREATOR)... 
STOS COMPILER . 

STOS GAMES GALORE 
STOS MAESTRO ..... 


STOS MAESTRO+ HARDWARE. 


STOS MUSICIAN ..... = 
STOS SPRITES 600 . 

STOS VID! DIGITISER 

STBYX saveccstreratae - 
STUNT CAR RACER. 

TEAM YANKEE .... 

THE LOST PATROL . 


a3 
THEME PARK MYSTERY 
THIRD COURIER 
THUNDERSTRIKE . 
TIE BREAK ..... 
TIMES OF LORE 
TIMEWORKS DTP 
TOWER OF BABEL 
TREASURE TRAP. ........... 


ff 15.99 
TRIAD VOL 3 (SPEEDBALL, BLOOD 
MONEY, ROCKET RANGER) 19.49 


TRIAD VOL2 (MENACE, BAAL, 
TETRIS) . ¥ 

TURRICAN ... 

ULTIMA 4... 

ULTIMA 5 x 

UMS CIVIL WAR DISK 

UMS VIETNAM DISK 
UNTOUCHABLES ....... 

VENUS - THE FLY TRAP... 
VIKING CHILD _........ 

WAR IN MIDDLE EARTH ... 
WABHEAD .......ccesesese0s 
WAYNE GRETZKY HOCKEY ...... 
WITNESS (INFOCOM) Se 
WORLD BOXING MANAGER 
WORLD CUP SOCCER, ITALIA 90 


ZOMBI ........... 
ZORK TRILOGY (INFOCOM) 


SOLUTION BOOKS 


BARDS TALE 1, 20r3 
CORRUPTION 


aes 
CURSE OF THE AZURE BONDS 


DUNGEON MASTER HINTS. 
FISHI........ 

GOLD RUSH Pachsettackaenes: 
INDIANA JONES ADVENTURE 
MINAS ER ccistsesessessosrsins 
MANHUNTER NEW YORK 
MYTH... 
SHADOWGATE 

THE GUILD OF THIEVES 

THE PAWN 

WISHBRINGER 


Special Reserve and Official Secrets are trading names of Inter-Mediates Ltd. Registered in England Number 2054713. 
Reg. Office: 2 South Block, The Maltings, Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 9PG. VAT reg. no. 424 8532 51 


Mega-Savers 


AFTERBURNER 

ALTERED BEAST 
ARCHIPELAGOS 
AUSTERLITZ (BATTLE OF) . 
BALLISTIX ..... 

BALLYHOO (INFOCOM) o 
BATMAN CAPED CRUSADER 
BEYOND ZORK (INFOCOM). 
BLACK CAULDRON 

BLOOD MONEY 
BLOODWYCH 

BUGGY BOY 

CARRIER COMMAND 
CHAOS STRIKES BACK 
CHESSMASTER 2000 
CHRONOQUEST 2... 
CLOUD KINGDOMS 
CONFLICT EUROPE 
CORRUPTION (M/SCROLLS) 
DEJA VU .... 

DRAKKHEN . 

DUNGEON MA 

EDDIE EDWARDS Su! 

ELITE 


EYE OF Hi 

F16 FALCON 

F16 FALCON 

FISH! (M/SCROLLS) .. 
FOOTBALL MANAGER 


FUN SCHOOL 2 (2-6), (6-8) or (8+) .. 
GATO (SUBMARINE SIM) .. 
GNOME RANGER (LEVEL 9) . 
GOLD RUSH! (SIERRA)... 


GUILD OF THIEVES (Mi SCROLLS) “ 


HARD DRIVIN’ ..... 

HIT DISKS VOLUME 2 . 
HOSTAGES ... 

JEWELS OF DARKNESS (LEVEL 9) 
JINXTER (M/SCROLLS).. 

KID GLOVES .... 

KNIGHT ORC (LEVEL 9) . 

KULT 


LANCELOT (LEVEL 9) . 

LEGEND OF THE SWORD . 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 2 (SIERRA) 
LOMBARD RAC RALLY ........ 
LURKING HORROR (INFOCOM). 


MENACE 
MICKEY Mi 
MILLENIUM 2.2 
NEVER MIND 


NIGEL MANSELL'S GRAND PRI. 


NORTH AND SOUTH 
OIDS ....... 

P47 THUNDERBOLT 
PACLAND .... 

PACMANIA 
PAINTWORKS 

PASSING SHOT (TENNIS) 
PAWN (M/SCROLLS) 
POWER DRIFT... 
PURPLE SATURN DAY 
BETYPE ...cccreseee: 
ROCKET RANGER 
RUNNING MAN... 
SEASTALKER (INFOCOM) . 
SHADOWGATE 


SILICON DREAMS (LEVEL 9) . 


SIM CITY......... 
SKYCHASE 

SORCERER (INFOCOM) .. 
SPEEDBALL . 


SPELLBREAKER (INFOCOM) .. 


ST ADVENTURE CREATOR 
AY 


STATIONFALL (INI 
SUPER HANG ON . 


- TEENAGE QUEEN ( 


TETRIS 
THUNDE! 


TIME BANDIT . 
TRACKER.... 

TRIVIAL PURSUIT .. 
TURBO CUP (WITH CAR).. 


TV SPORTS FOOTBALL (U.S.A.) 
UMS - UNIVERSAL MILITARY SIM 


UNINVITED . 

VOYAGER .. 

WATERLOO . 

XENON 2, MEGABLAST .. 
ZORK 1 (INFOCOM) ... 
ZORK 2(INFOCOM) . 


XENON i] 6.99 


Death and face the 

nine-headed Hydra. 

Myth includes the 

famous Magnetic 

Scrolls parser and 

graphics and is 

included in the price of membership. 

Amiga Format said: “An excellent adventure... witty, cunning 
and just plain good fun! If you liked Fish! you'll probably like 
this, because they're very similar in style: you may even prefer 
Myth, it's that good!" 

Myth Ratings: Crash 91%, CU 90%, Amiga Format 87%, TGM 85%. 


Of Drakkhen, ST Action said: "Drakkhen 
really impressed me. For me, the game 
was a subtle cross between my all-time 
favourite, Dungeon Master, and the SSI 
fantasy role-playing games. The graphics = 
are superb.... Overall, Drakkhen is an B 
excellent RPG, one that will take quite = 
some time to beat" and Zero said: 
"Absolutely brilliant” 


politician's - or a gamesplayer's 
dream....comparisons spring immediately 
to mind with Populous... but Sim City seems to have much more 
depth...." and C&VG said: "Sim City is utterly fab" 

Manned weekdays until 8pm and Sundays - 
with solutions to most adventures. 


Annual UK Official Secrets Membership including 
6 issues of Confidential, Myth, Drakkhen or Sim 27 99 
City, Help-Line and Special Reserve membership. . 


PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A SURCHARGE OF 50P: PER 
GAME FOR ORDERS PLACED BY TELEPHONE 


Post Code — 
Computer — 


*9.25"/*3.5"/ 

*3.0"/*TAPE 

Special Reserve or Official Secrets 
P.O. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 


Existing members please | 
enter your Membership No. |_ 


Special Reserve £5 UK, £6 EEC, £7 World or 


Official Secrets £27.99 UK, £32 EEC, £36 World 


with Drakkhen or With Sim City 
and Myth and Myth 


PLEASE ENTER MEMBERSHIP FEE 


ATARI 2 


Item 


Item 


Item 


Software Prices include UK or EEC Postage 
World software orders please add £1.00 per item. 
For non-software items such as joystick or blank disks 
please add 10% EEC or 25% World for carriage 
Overseas orders must be paid by credit card 


heb T | 


Credit card expiry date = : 
*CHEQUE/*POSTAL ORDER/*ACCESS/*VISA 


VVVVVVVV VN 


rc POWER CC 


ALL PRICES 


onesies A selection of special deals only av 
POWER DRIVES 559.95 


INCREDIBLE! 


At least £10 cheaper than the competition with no 
compromise on quality and performance. 


° 40 Disks* and lockable icke® 
720K Formatted capacity aa ae ae ee 
@ Quiet and Reliable £29-95 £9-95 4 
INC VAT INC. VAT 


® Epson or Citizen mechanism as 
used in new STE’s 


& Compatible with all ST’s 
@ Slimline and colour matched 


@ Free Diskette 
80 Disks & 
@ 12 month warranty lockable storage box SPECIAL Buy any Power Drive 
and get BLITZ TURBO for only 


I Made in the UK! £59-00 £19.95! 


PC720 PC720E DDO03 
Power Drive Power Drive 3-5” Internal 
with built-in powered from Pra replacement 
240v Power ST Joystick drive & 
Supply and Port. Includes instructions* 
connect joystick mouectan and 


leads. through port opening of ST 


£79-95 £59-95 £59-95 


ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


PC 5.25 Disk Drives & 
Emulators 


3.5/5.25 Multidrive 


The king of ST disk drives with 
combined 3.5” and 5.25" units and 
built-in PSU. A special lead 
provided allows you to use both 
drives and your internal drive 
together. The 5.25” drive is 40-80 
track switchable and is ideal for 
use with PC emulators. 


£199 


All trade marks acknowledged. 


Need Help? 
0234-273248 
3PM-5PM 


BLITZ TURBO 


£24-95 


The ultimate personal backup tool that will backup most ST Diskettes 
(double or single-sides) in a fraction of the time of GEM™ or other copy 
programs. With Blitz a single sided turbo format and copy takes only 23 
seconds and 41 seconds for double sided! Blitz works by passing the 
ST's disk controller chip and copying from the internal drive to an 
external one. Literally 1000’s of users now, including all PD libraries 
and anyone who needs to backup in a hurry AMUST. AN EXTERNAL 
DISK DRIVE IS REQUIRED - See offer 


1988 copyright Act. Itis illegal to copy copyrighted material without the 
permission of the copyright owners. 


pow i 5.25 Disk Drive 
iG : This fully switchable 5.25” 40-80 
a track disk drive has a built in PSU 


and is ideal for use with PC 
emulators or as an alternative 
storage medium using cheaper 
5.25" diskettes. 


£99 


NEW! PC - DITTO II 


£229 


We stock a wide range of 
Macintosh and PC emulators 

PC ditto £79-95 (£50 with 5.25” or 
multidrive) 
Supercharger £349 
Spectre 128GCR £379 
Aladin + Exchanger £299 


Please call for the latest information 


‘nap hp A A AAAAAAA, 


23 Seconds 


lo0L> 
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MPUTING 


lable from Power House DIRECT! 


ACATAR ste “thest's 


BSt Sound, Game Ports 
620 STE POWER ne 39 iooeten Ay? miter oa 
& Memory easily upgradable* 
TOS 1.6 


fi 


Power House, the direct es arm : 
Computing Ltd — Leaders in peripherals & 
software — is the natural choice for the S] 
enthusiast. Highly competitive pri 
wide choice, fast computerised 
the backing of a £2M+ 5 year ol 
are just some of the reasons for tele- 
shopping at Power. Large stocks, frie! 
reception and “ifit don’t work we give 
new one” are a few more! — ; 


@ Faster Hard Disk Access 

® Totally ST compatible for all good 
software! 

® Only from Power, Hyper Draw, Hyper 
Paint & FREE NEODESK v2! 


*Requires case to be opened and may void warranty 


“The Extensive Power House Bedford Showroom 
open Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 6.00pm 


STE DTP Business STE Programming 


@STE @STE Thursday & Friday 7.00pm 

m 20MB Hard Disk i 20MB Hard Disk ts 

a a jest: e , First Lattice a Fees S 5, Power Computing Ltd, 

Supernase. Cys . Mona Menitor Power House, 444 Stanley St ect, 
sprea isks + Box : 
&1 Mono Monitor 512K £799; 1MB £899 ce ase 
®@ 15 Disks + Box y Rall 
2MB £999; 4MB £1099 Orders Only 0800 581742 Free Call 

512K £899; 1MB £999 512K £899; 1MB £999 G Enquiries & Ord 

2MB £1099; 4MB £1199 2MB£1099;4MB£1199}) eneral Enquiries & Orders 
Other Systems available including Calamus Pro DTP, Superbase Professional and Music applications 0234 273000 (5 lines) ies, 


STOP PRESS SIMM 1MB Memory modules for STE now available £79 


PRINTERS 


Lo346 ser Multont Clo Pree Deal includes 
The printer deal from 


Power Computing! @ Printer ; 
Complete printer systems ® 200 sheets microperf 
with nothing more to buy! paper 


@ 200 address labels 

®@ Parallel cable 

® The amazing Flexidump 
printer utility 
worth £29.95! 


LC10 Mono £169 
LC10 Colour £229 
LC10-2 Mono £199 
LC10 24 Mono £269 


Postcode 


Power are the specialists in serious K-Graph 3 
software & books for the ST Logistix 


NEW! Migraph Hand 
enthusiast. If you don’t see the 


package you want, give us a ring! Superbase 2 £69 Scanner & Touch U p 

We are often the first inthe UKwith  Superbase Pro 

major new software packages. Sage Accountant 
ART & GRAPHICS LANGUAGES & System owned 


(Typically 30-40% off rrp) 


Telephone 


Quantum Paint Gold v2 £15 PROGRAMMING 
Degas Elite £19 Power Basic £29 
Campus Draft £49 —_Hisoft Basic £55 = . 
Easy Draw Turbo £72 Hisoft C Interpreter £35 = 
WORD PROCESSING _ Lattice Cvs £79 ly 
& DTP - £35 . eee Bee 
Pagestream £149 ee Top Quality hand 
Timeworks DTP £72 ig 
Wordup £40 scanner for the aha al HREE 
First Word Plus £62 Atari ST 
Script £89 ‘ H 
Protaxt £75 ® 100-400 dpi resolution pee) 
BUSINESS @ Line art & Halftone 
K-Spread 4 £99 | settings 
S —— ” ” | would like to ord 
NeoDesk 2.0 M isrworp PLUS @ Powerful “Touch Up would lke to order 
5 software included 
The Desktop Alternative The Standard ST Word Processor 5 : 
ee ® Variety of drawing 
Pa UTILITIES tools 
Twist £29 : 
miles = ®@ Exports in all major 
leodes! . i 
Neocon Ae picture formats 
Neodesk v3.0 & ONLY £399 


enclose a cheque /PO for 
£ 


A A AAA AAAA 


4 


gerly awaited 
Mission Disc 


aken on the original challenges in 
" Fighter Bomber, there are now sixteen more exciting and 
=s demanding missions, with.new enemies and tougher 
- artillery. e ae 
Secret meeting of terrorist leaders is taking plac 
py SAM defences — with quick wits a arp jons you must wipe out 


3a 


hy i RIRCRAFT UIEW 


/ s enemy and destroy the whole flotilla arming or refueling... 
aa a : _.. Aycivil air i d by enemy tanks, APCs and troops, with enemy 
: wait + & nforce tsappri 9 from the North. Itis likely to be over-run shortly unless 
aN action is taken. But with only one load of weapons will you be up 1 
pecial features: 


00043 FT 


ACTIVISION 


SIMULATION SOFTWARE 


© Computer Game Vektor Grafix 1990 
All Rights Reserved 


Thank you for choosing to join with us at this time. 
Welcome aboard what we modestly like to think is the 
best guide anywhere to what’s “going down,” if you will, 
on the ST, entertainment-wise. May we introduce our 
captain for this flight of Screenplay, Mark Higham? 
(That’s him (right) - sorry if he gave you a bit of a funny 


nA A" al turn). Take it away Mark, then bring it back and review it 
rr FOR ds 7 1)" Vi (7 \ ia until it can’t take no more. Here we go two three four... 


We are talking horizontally 
scrolling shoot-'em-ups, back 
with a Dinamic bang (page 43)... 


AN CG E 

. and daueldenty two trad shoot- 
‘em-ups come along together. 
This one offers zilch in the 
originality department, but then 
that doesn't mean it's not a 
stonker. Or does it? (page 46) 


PROPHECY 

The programmers claim it has an 
even bigger landscape than 
Rainbow Islands. But then they 
would, wouldn't they? (page 60) 


ra a | 


HALAAN 


Take on kalifs and alien intruders 
in this bizarre strategy game from 
Rainbow Arts (page 49) 


WIPE OUT 


Skateboarding like you ain’t never 
seen it before. STF’s Cover Disk 
demo of two months ago: have we 
scored it about right? (page 39) 


SKIDZ 
A load of old rubbish? 
Gremlin'’s Refuse 
Collector Operative 
Simulator (page 59) 


RPEACIIPE 
t-EASURE 


e 
= 


RAP 
TRA 


Look at the tentacles on that! A 
AAR wild and wacky platform game 
FLOOD (page 52) 
After the Populous sensation 
those wacky Bullfrogs aim to 
conquer the cutesy market. Is 

this one worth splashing out 

on? (page 40) THUNDERSTRIKE 

Welcome to the TV game show 
that makes Endurance look like 
the Care Bears. 3D graphics, 
blah blah — but is it likely to 


induce a coronary? (page 50) 


F-29 RETALIATOR 
Last month we pronounced 
F-19 the best ST flight 
simulator of all time. 
Now F-29 comes 
screaming in with 


AT rFOMI iX 


a devastating UNM 
challenge. Take Where nae trod betore; 
Ne, care as you open Atomix comes tumbling after. Go 
me 6 * page 45! for it, be a hero in a nuclear 


physics-stylie (page 55) 


LEISURE 


@ Damocles from Novagen is 
an interstellar trek across a 
doomed solar system. For 
four years, games players 
have waited patiently for this, 
the sequel to Mercenary. The 
time has been‘well spent, but 
is in short supply in the game 
itself. Can you save a planet 
from a comet collision in a 
mere three hours? 


NOVAGEN £24.95 


After four years pottering about in 
the garden it’s time for all you 
ex-Mercenary bounty hunters to 
return to the action. Damocles, the 
long-awaited, earth-shattering sequel 
from Novagen is at last upon us. 

Neil Jackson talks to Benson, his 
shipboard computer, on the long, 
long journey into the heart of danger 


global nuclear greenhouses 

and ice-age, polar eau-zones 
has you shivering under the bed- 
clothes babbling with fear, then 
Damocles is not for you. There are 
far more catastrophic ways to die 
if you look for them, and if you're a 
cashloving mercenary you'll proba- 
bly find them. 


i f the prospect of thermo- 


@ The windsock at the flying 
school shows there’s a runway 
close by. Time for take-off... 


34 ST FORMAT 


An old Greek legend tells of 
Damocles (a distant relative of John- 
ocleese?), who congratulates the 
king on how jolly nice it must be, 
being king and that. The king 
thought differently and showed 
Damocles how kingship really felt by 
hanging a huge sword, business-end 
down, over his head at a dinner 
party. It was attached to the ceiling 


«. looking down from 50 feet 
presents a plan view of the 
alrport and the road junction... 


by a single human hair. Damocles, 
as it were, got the point. 

The legend neatly illustrates 
the death-threat hanging over the 
planet of Eris, where your game 
begins. A massive, 
planet-splattering 
comet (called Damo- 
cles, hence the title) is 
on collision course for 
Eris, whose leaders 
show similar bureau- 
cratic inertia to the 
leaders on Earth. Nowt 
has been done except some talk- 
ing, a bit of under-funded research 
and some more talking. They did 
send for you though, about four 
years ago, but had just about 
given up on you. 

Arriving on Eris on a com- 
puter-controlled flight, you meet 
Benson, your ninth generation per- 
sonal computer. In best Douglas 


»» firing up the main boosters 
shoots you up to 13,000 feet at 
lunch-repeating speed... 


FORMAT 


c> 


Adams tradition, Benson (via his 
one-line text window) is sarcastic, 
immensely intelligent and bored 
stiff with the whole human/com- 
puter thing. He knows where to 
go, how to get there 
and which cutlery to 
use for the first 
course, but sure as 
hell ain't going to tell 
you until you work it 
out for yourself. Then 
he'll tell you. 

His main pur- 
pose is to prevent you from flying 
too fast near the ground, and man- 
aging inventory and navigational 
systems. He also reads docu- 
ments which are fundamental to 
the whole Treasure Hunt-type plot. 

It transpires that you have a 
mere three hours to save the 
planet by either destroying or 
diverting the comet. Not surpris- 


«. 50,000 and the whole of 
Capital City island Is clearly 
visible (ain't it cute?)... 


issue 13-AUGUST-90 


@ Screeching to a halt outside 
the State President’s Office 


ingly, the entire planet has been 
evacuated and you must find the 
solution yourself. Even the Eris 
state president, a chess-playing 
breadhead called (ahem) Margaret 
has run for cover and only commu- 
nicates via Benson. 

Your first task is to find her 
office and read the Damocles file 
which offers an insight into the 
problem and a possible solution. It 
seems a Professor Hantzen has 
been working on a massive Nova- 
bomb which could destroy Damo- 
cles, but he abandoned the project 
just before completion. After a 
game of chess he had a megattiff 
with the president and nipped off 
for a protracted sulk. If you can 
find his lab, you might, just might, 
be in with a chance. 

You can walk or (considering 
the short time limit) run between 
locations on the planet surface. If 
you pick up a key from the space- 
port office you have access to the 
high-speed car parked outside. It’s 
simply a matter of point-and-squirt 
to control. Get in and out by press- 
ing B(oard) or L(eave), select a for- 
ward speed (1-0 on the main 
keyboard) and hang on to the joy- 
stick. Staying on the road isn't 
absolutely necessary, but it helps 
navigation. Those — all-important 
brakes are on the Spacebar. 

If you can find them, alterna- 
tive modes of transport are avail- 
able, but you may need a key to 
use them. Aircraft cut down jour- 
ney times and provide incredible 
views of Eris’ earth-like surface. 
The planet is split into five islands 
so you can't visit them all just 
using a car. Use planes to island 
hop and cars to get around once 
you've landed. 

The spacecraft are best of all 
because they have the ability to 
leave the planet. A tap of the 
Escape key jettisons you at break- 
neck speed through the outer lay- 
ers of the atmosphere. The whole 


+ at 240,000 feet Snow Island 
is visible. You’re almost out of 
the atmosphere now... 


issue 13-AUGUST-90 


@ Take a seat (literally), while 
President Maggie talks money 


planet fills the view, and then 
shrinks to reveal five shadowy 
moons. These include the oddly- 
named Vesta (home of packet 
foods perhaps?) and Lucan (so 
that’s where he went). Before long 
the entire system vanishes to a 
tiny dot and the only visible object 
is the massive sun Dialis. 

Be warned though, for inter- 
planetary travel has an unpleasant 
side effect. As Einstein (confus- 


of the story is to save your posi- 
tion before any space-flight. It’s 
easy to get lost, and time slips 
through your fingers like sand. 

A nice feature of the game is 
that you don’t get the usual “You 
are crap, Game Over” when you 
mess up. You can keep on going, 
safe in the knowledge that it can't 
get any worse, and examine liter- 
ally anything you fancy. There are 
nine planets and 19 known moons 
to explore, but not surprisingly if 
Eris has “hit the big one,” then you 
aren't going to find any clues there 
because Eris is in bite-sized 
chunks floating round the galaxy. 
When you've had enough you can 
re-start and put plan B into action. 

There's a sneaky way to save 
time, and that’s by travelling faster 
than time itself. If you follow the 
trail of well-hidden clues you may 


@ The planet Gaea is a long distance from the doomed Eris. if : 


you can find your way here in time, useful items can be found in 
the Industrial Co-ops. Open Bank Holidays, save £££s! 


ingly) explained: time slows down 
for space travellers (but they don’t 
notice it), while relatively, time 
passes faster on planet surfaces 
(and they don't notice it either). It’s 
all got something to do with grav- 
ity dictating the speed of atomic 
clocks and other Tefalhead type 
stuff. What this means is the 
countdown clock that Benson dis- 
plays simply whizzes around when 
you travel fast in space. 

Your first space flight will prob- 
ably result in Eris copping it full in 
the face from Damocles and show- 
ering planet crust throughout the 
galaxy. It’s worth looking at a few 
times just for the effect. The moral 


+. punching your way through 
the top of the sky, the planet 
Eris becomes a blue globe... 


locate a teleporter. These are 
strategically positioned around the 
galaxy, some on_ inhospitable 
moons and others deep in the 
bowels of locked buildings. It’s not 
immediately obvious what they are 
when you first find them, but with- 
out giving too much away, you 
can't pick them up. 

The tutorial scenario is to blow 
up Damocles using the Novabomb, 
but because the  teleporters 
enable you to cover more ground, 
they provide seductive glimpses of 
alternative solutions. As a merce- 
nary, you should always be on the 
look-out for other ways to get the 
job done and maximise the cash. 


+ aS you zoom away faster 
than time, the whole Erisian 
system heaves into view... 


LEISURE 


If you can save Eris without 
destroying the comet, you stand 
to make some serious bucks. This 
is because the usual bunch of 
speculating pinstripes reckon 
there's money to be made out of a 
“pet” comet in the tourist market. 
Not that it matters a monkey's to 
you; why not have a bash for the 
cash? It means you have to do a 
lot more hunting to find one of the 
alternative solutions, but there are 
reputedly five ways that it can be 
done. 

If you can’t be bothered, or if 
you have a thing against comets, 
you can safely trudge along the 
most obvious trail, build the bomb 
and cream the comet. This still 
isn’t particularly easy. You have to 
be on the alert for the slightest 
clue and search everywhere you 
go. This takes time, and on the 
way you'll experience some odd 
setbacks. A nearby planet, for 
example, is home to a large num- 
ber of estate agents (who've all 
evacuated) and the cities are full of 
their old offices. Take care when 
you enter them, because there's 
one thing estate agents are 
renowned for, and it's not giving 
you money. You'll find out the hard 
way, but some good may come of 
it - if you're lucky. 

You might also stumble upon 
trading posts, large buildings with 
huge picture windows facing the 
street. Put your nose up to the 
window and you might see an 


& Don’t forget to read the 
Damocles file, will you? It con- 
tains tons of hints to point you 
in the right direction - if you 
can work them out! 


object in the centre of the room. 
Behind it, on a large black sign is 
the current price. If you have 
enough money you can enter the 
shop and buy the displayed item. 
You may find an empty trading 
post, but this isn’t necessarily bad 
news. Enter the display room and 
the black sign flashes up the offer 
price for the object currently 


«. and rapidly shrinks as you 
penetrate the outer echelons 
of the cold, unforgiving galaxy 
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THERE’S ONLY 


OVER A YEAR 
IN THE CHARTS 
...OVER 100,000 SOLD! 


The 8-bit soccer game of the 80’s becomes the 16-bit sensation of the 90’s 
with the release of the long-awaited Atari ST and Amiga versions. 


When EMLYN HUGHES INTERNATIONAL SOCCER was released for C64, 
Spectrum and Amstrad, reviewers were amazed. It rated 90% in ZZAP, 91% in 
Sinclair User, 88% in Games Machine, 91% in Amstrad Computer User, 94% 
in Computer & Video Games, 887 in ACE, Game of the Year in CCI—- we could 
go on for ever! 


Now, with the release of the Atari and Amiga versions reviewers are reaching 
for their dictionaries to find new superlatives. ZERO described the game as 
‘totally excellent’, the sound as ‘absolutely brilliant’ 89% ; Your Amiga rated it 
‘the best soccer simulation to date - 95%’; YC World Cup Winner 97%. 


Forget the rest - there’s only one EMLYN HUGHES INTERNATIONAL SOCCER! 


AUDIOGENIC SOFTWARE LTD 
Winchester House, Canning Rd, Wealdstone, Harrow, Middlesex HA3 7SJ. Tel: 081-861-1166. 


a Ding! Ground floor, street 
level: menswear and pressure 
suits 


selected in your inventory. Press 
the left and right arrows to cycle 
through your possessions, and the 
board makes an offer for each 
item in turn. If you get a good 
deal, drop the object by pressing 
the down arrow. 

This method of trading may be 
easy, but it means you can only 
buy or sell one item at a time. To 
buy something with the profit 
you've made from an exchange, 
you need to find another trading 
post. Like most of the places in 
the game they don’t exactly jump 
up and down and say “I'm a trad- 
ing post.” Unless, that is, you find 
a handy device called the A to Z 
computer, which can be opened 
and left on constant display. 

The A to Z guide tells you the 
name of the nearest building even 
when you're flying at high altitude. 
You can fly in a systematic pattern 
over cities and islands to find the 
one you really want to land on, 
which saves heaps of time. The A 
to Z even handles planet-hopping 
by indicating the nearest planet. 

There are plenty of other 
objects which are useful in your 
quest and the ones for the Nov- 
abomb solution are well-disguised. 
If you're not sure about the thing 
you've just picked up, press Enter 


to examine it in the Damocles win- 
dow. If it can be used or read, the 
display alters and gives you either 
an index or a simple switch. Some 
of the most powerful objects in the 
game look really ordinary, so 
check them all. 


EFFECTS 
Damocles is bursting with atmo- 
sphere; after a simple title screen 
you're immediately plunged into the 
captivating plot. The control panel 
isn't visually stunning, but you 
spend most of your time checking 
the text and watching the world out- 
side so you don't really notice. At 


least it's easy to read and provides 
all the guidance you need via Ben- 
son and the display windows. 

The view of the game world is 
excellent, with the exagerrated 
perspective reinforcing the feeling 
of being there, at the same scale 
as the buildings, and the display's 
fast update speed being crucial to 
the illusion of fluid movement. 

There are no major-league 
show-stopping sound effects. 
Instead there’s an engine whoosh 
related to your speed, and the 
bleep-burble-bleep of Benson's 
teletype. Strangely the absence of 
music or samples doesn't register. 


Nearest planet 


Outside 
temperature: 
too cold or 
hot and you 
have 
seconds to 
live 


Angle of flight: green 
is down, blue is up 


Planet/Galaxy 
coordinates: 
use for rough 
positioning 


City coordinates: use to 
locate individual buildings 


Display window: press 
Enter to examine items 


Speed readout remaining 


Compass 
heading 


Altitude: above 
ground or atmo- 
sphere 


Inventory space 


A MERCENARY'S GUIDE TO THE COCKPIT 


Benson's text window: 
always do as he says! 


Inventory: use 
arrows to pick up, 
drop and scroll 
through items 


Cash reserves 


Outside pres- 
sure: too low 
and you suffo- 
cate 


Countdown 
to disaster 


Run mode selected 


Attack warning 


Ground warning: pull up! 
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By the time you notice it you're 
already sucked into the plot and it 
just doesn’t matter. 


VERDICT 

You can have masses of fun in 
Damocles just playing with the 
automatic doors, looking out of 
ninth storey windows and shooting 
through tropospheres at a million 
miles an hour. You really feel as 
though there’s nothing you can't 
do and nowhere you can't go. 

The superbly designed plot 
peels back piece by piece to 
reveal a wealth of intrigue, twisted 
logic and dry humour. There are 
some excellent observations of 
human behaviour parodied in the 
Erisian way of life, with Post 
Offices losing important parcels 
and an apparently sincere presi- 
dent who is extremely manipulative 
with money. 

Damocles keeps pulling you 
back to the screen, no matter 
how much you want to go to bed. 
There's always something to do 
and maybe just enough time to try 
it. Switch on the coffee-pot, sit 
down, and watch the dawn come 
up again on Eris. Chances are the 
same will happen outside your 
window. 

NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 8 
SOUNDTRACK 5 
INTELLIGENCE 9 


INSTANT APPEAL 9 
LONG TERM INTEREST 9 


OVERALL 94% 
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Screenshots 
various systems. 


Individual format 
release dates may vary. 


@ Remarkable new 3D real time animation system. 

@ One or two player games. 

© Four player ability levels — amateur, semi-pro, pro and Ace. 

@ View the game from any one of ten “camera” angles — 
infinite on ST and Amiga. 

@ Learn to play topspin and backspin balls. 

@ True control over the direction of your shots. 

@T.V. tennis theme tunes. 

® Any-time save option. 

® 64 different computer opponents, with 16 skill levels. 


@ 72 tournaments to play in all based on real events with 
genuine court conditions and prize monies. 

© 4 court surfaces — grass, clay, carpet and cement — each 
affecting game play. 

@ Digitised pictures (ST and Amiga) 

© Digitised voice of real Wimbledon umpire (ST and Amiga). 

@ Choose which 22 tournaments to play in a full tennis 
season, against world class competition and aim to earn a 
million dollars! 


is name’s Zup. Serf Zup. 
And he’s all that stands 
between you and the Hall 


of Fame. Unfortunately he’s the 
International Pan Galactic 
Universal Champion of the 
Hoverboard circuit. 

In a cross between Big 
Wednesday and Back to the 
Future II, Wipe Out lets you join the 
futuristic sport of hoverboarding. 
Starting out as a lowly inhabitant 
of a backwater planet, your task is 
to ride the electromagnetic wave 
on countless planets in a search 
for fame, fortune and a 
presenter’s job on Grandstand. 

Playing hoverboard is easy in 
theory. You face an opponent in a 
small area, each starting from 
different positions, and the aim is 
to stay on your board longer than 
him/her/it. This is difficult because 
a hoverboard leaves a crystalline 
wall behind it. Tactics vary but the 
aim’s the same: get your opposite 
number to crash either into your 
trail or the arena wall. If it sounds 
like a scene from that cinematic 
flop Tron, that’s because it is. 

Playing on a split screen, you 
have the eye-bending task of 
controlling your player, watching 
what the other guy's up to, and 
keeping an eye on the pitch radar 
which shows where you've been 
and what you're about to hit. 
Luckily the crashes which look 
terminal aren't. 

A match is made up of three 
sets of three bouts, with the final 
set being won by two clear bouts. 
You just have to boogie out there, 
hang ten (or more if your rider’s an 
alien), and get mean. Winning 
games earns you cash with which 
to buy bigger, better boards, go- 
aster stripes and fluffy dice. 


LEISURE 


@ A mechanoid and 
a human go for:it in 
the best Wipe Out 

=~ style: racing round 
a rectangular arena 
desperately doing 
their best to avoid 
the “Big Wall” 


GONZO GAMES £19.99 


A series of victories earns you the 
right for a promotion play off. 
These pit you against the worst 
player in a higher league, take 
place on a much, much, much 
smaller arena and are decided in 
only three bouts — so there’s no 
room for mistakes. A win promotes 
you to the next division. 

To begin with you've only got a 
poxy 500 credit overdraft limit, 
although this grows as you start to 
win. Riders have a choice of waiting 
for the league to arrange matches 


@ Select your next victim on 
the practice match screen 
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0 


Pe ae ae 


@ After a match you can see 
where you were wiped out 


or going out and paying for the 
privilege of picking their own 
victim. Interstellar matches, when 
you arrange a board duel with a 
thing from another planet, require 
plenty of wonga, so it's advisable 
to start slowly and build up your 
cash before you begin star 
hopping. As the rewards get 
greater so does the danger; the 
foes you meet having the very 
latest in board technology. 

Hoverboarding is a game of 
skill. Once you get over the initial “I 
wonder what happens if | hit that 
green wall?” mode, it allows the 
chance for some real self 
expression. And if you want to get 
seriously cocky you can use the 
practice section to pack some 
kickin’ little tricks into the armoury. 
How does the chance to “slime,” 
“coffin,” “blip” or “swiss roll” an 
opponent grab you? 


EFFECTS 

While it’s clear the Gonzo gang 
have imagination and humour by 
the bucketload, this doesn’t make 
up for the lack of stunning effects 
in Wipe Out. The graphics are 
hampered by jerky scrolling and 
less than distinct backgrounds. 
Seeing you're straining desperately 
to avoid hitting that wall, it would 
be nice if it had the decency to 
stand still! 

The soundtrack is a far from 
thrilling musical experience, and 
not the sort of music you leave 


playing loud while taking a bath. 
The effects are solid workhorses 
fulfilling their purpose, but doing 
little to enhance the game. 


VERDICT 

Wipe Out, despite technical 
limitations, is fun to play, especially 
against a friend. Sliming those you 
know is infinitely more satisfying 
than doing it to some computer 
generated enemy - possibly 
because they're easier to beat! 

Once you start the competition 
you appreciate the sheer scale of 
the project. To become champion 
takes weeks of careful playing, 
because every time you take to 
the hoverboard your league 
rating’s affected. 

The scope for © skill 
development gives the game a 
much longer life span than you'd 
expect from such a well-worn 
game format, but there's nothing 
in this imaginary universe that 
screams “Play me!”. It's not so 
much an off-the-wall gaming 
revolution, as an into-the-wall game 
from a classic genre. 

TRENTON WEBB 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 7 
LONG TERM INTEREST 5 


OVERALL 64% 
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@ Flood is the Bullfrogs’ 
contribution to the cutesy 
scene. Your task is to 
collect all the cans located 
on each level and find the 
exit to the next level. The 
game has an ingenious 
water theme to it. The 
longer you take, the 
higher the water rises. 

If you aren’t quick 
enough you drown 


flood 


ELECTRONIC ARTS £19.99 


After last year’s extraordinary success with Populous, 
Bullfrog have opted to go cutesy. Powermonger may be 
their next big strategy game - catch our exclusive ST 
preview on page 80 - but before that comes Flood: Mark 
Higham wonders whether Bullfrog are out of their depth 


T here are two kinds of ST 
games player: those who 
played Populous last year, 
and the unlucky ones. The fortu- 
nates will be avidly awaiting any- 
thing Bullfrog attempt, even if it’s 
“only” a cutesy platform game; 
while those who found the very 
idea of Populous a big turn off are 
much more likely to be attracted 
to Flood. The former won't be dis- 
appointed, and the latter may well 
be persuaded to save up for Pow- 
ermonger, the next project by the 


[> Time bomb 


r ih Your hero 


Deathly snails 


. . behus. weaponry, 
». You don’t stand:a‘chance 
: ms against the bad guys’ >” 


40 ST FORMAT 


guys from Guildford. One way or 
the other, the Bullfrogs are well on 
course for world domination. 

To Flood, then. The objective: 
to collect all the trash cans in a 
level and find the exit to the next 
level. On many levels water quickly 
builds up and submerges the cans. 
To pick these up you need to dive 
into the water and walk over them. 
With only limited supplies of oxy- 
gen you can’t stay underwater for 
long without drowning. 

Collecting the trash cans can 
be a nightmare in itself. Levels 
consist of platforms and blocks 
which need to be scaled if you 
want to pick up some of the more 
obscure cans. 

Yet Flood isn’t just a straight- 
forward joystick exercise. Each 
level pulsates with bad guys, from 
tumbling balls to ghosts — and 
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even demonic teddy bars! When 
the game begins you have 
grenades you can toss at the bad 
guys: lob one and leg it fast or you 
get caught in the blast. 

Other weapons are scattered 
around the levels. One of the best 
is the flamethrower: hold down the 
fire-button and singe anything that 
comes towards you with a long 
laser of red and orange flame. 
There's a comic element to the 
game as well. If you shoot the 
flamethrower too often, it ends up 
being temporarily transformed into 
a chicken the next time you 
attempt to use it. 

Various icons scattered 
around the levels liven up the 
action still further. Some give you 
bonus points, extra energy or dif- 
ferent weapons, while others can 
be an ordeal. One acts as a 
switch, setting off a line of mis- 
siles which make part of the level 
inaccessible for the rest of the 
game. Another is a mine which 
throws you into the air. In one of 
the later levels there are several 
mines joined closely together and 
arranged in such a way as to blast 
you all the way up to the top of a 
deep well. 

The water theme forms a 
cohesive thread throughout the 
game. Streams of water flow from 
taps, and if you get caught in the 
current you can be swept away. 
The water often builds up at the 
bottom of the levels, quickly climb- 


lf you leap onto 
the moving 
escalator it 
carries you all 
the way to the 
small flame - 
an extra 
weapon 


@ Level four is a tricky one. Climb the 
walls and leap onto the platforms 
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ing to submerge caverns, ladders 
and trash cans. 

There’s one more hazard: a 
blue ghost. It can’t be killed by 
anything and occasionally you run 
into it during the action and lose 
your energy. If you take too long to 
complete a level, the ghost follows 
you closer and closer, eventually 
stealing all your energy. It’s a bug- 
ger, it really is. 


@ Pick up the flamethrower and blast the 
brains out of those Garfield characters 


EFFECTS 

Only a portion of each level is 
shown on screen at any one time. 
As you leap into the air or move in 
any direction, the display scrolls 
smoothly to show more of the level. 
The game is littered with hosts of 
enemies waiting to be blasted, but 
it's actually the weaponry which 
looks the most appealing. Weapons 
such as the flamethrower are amaz- 
ing and the grenades leave behind 
such effective explosions that they 
make your journey through the 
maze of platforms perilous. 

There’s an excellent sampled 
intro tune composed by Charles 
Callet, the Frenchman who did 
North and South. And this is com- 
plemented by superb burp-and-fart 
spot effects that ring out when- 
ever you fire weapons or fall victim 
to the bad guys. 


VERDICT 
In Rainbow Islands, the baddies — 
giant spiders and fluffy toys — 
added enormously to the game’s 
cuteness. In 


Flood, however, 


LEISURE 


@ You’re stuck in a bonus 
section of the level. How 
the hell do you get back? 


 There’s the exit looming in 
front, but you can’t get there 
without bumping into the snail 


there’s something horribly sinister, 
macabre, and violent about the 
murderous ghosts, missiles and 
bouncing balls. 

On the other hand, Flood is a 
stiffer challenge, because to suc- 
ceed you often need to work out 
the best way to scale walls or pick 
up elusive trash. As levels 
progress you find yourself hot on 
the tail of enemies who are busy 
strewing trash, but with the right 
weaponry at your disposal you can 
defeat anything. 

Be prepared for a tidal wave 
of addiction. Flood is one of those 
“just-one-more-go” games. Start 
playing and you won't be able to 
stop. It’s a frighteningly absorbing 
challenge, well worth all those 
hours you are going to spend play- 
ing it. It's just a question of 
whether you can finish it before 
Powermonger arrives. 

MARK HIGHAM 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 9 
LONG TERM INTEREST 8 


OVERALL 91% 


Bj The water rises, but there are cans 
down there to collect. Dive for them! 
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A THOUSAND WAYS TO DIE... 


creatures and traps. 


AVAILABLE 
ON 


ATARI ST 
e 


AMIGA 
e 


IBM PC & 
COMPATIBLES 


U.S. Gold Ltd, Units 2/3 Holford Way, 
Holford, Birmingham B6 7AX. 
Tel: 021 625 3388. 


More than 300 men have suffered terrible 
fates in pursuit of the untold wealth hidden 
in the Aztec Tomb of Quetzalcoatl. For 
400 years no-one has dared to take up the 
toughest challenge man has ever known, 
despite the promise of riches beyond 
imagination. The ancient Mexican 
treasures are protected by the most evil . 
forces in an underground world of hostile ef 


DUT nN 


TO STEAL... 


OF THE AZTECS 


Your name is Bret Conrad, and you’re not 
like other men. Your Special Forces 
training and Vietnam combat duty have 
made danger a way of life. But this time 
the odds really are stacked against you. 
If you succeed in stealing the greatest 
undiscovered treasure of them all, it’Il!be 
a miracle. But be realistic —in the Land of 
the Aztecs, gold is the passion .... but 
death is the probability! 


VISIT THE LAND 
OF THE AZTECS! 


We think this game is one 
of the toughest action 
adventures ever devised. 
That’s why we’re giving 
away the trip of a lifetime 
to visit the Land of 
the Aztecs in Mexico 
next Summer. 

To win you have to 
beat all-comers in 


THE 
GREAT AZTEC 
GOLD RUN! 


SEE BOX REVERSE FOR DETAILS. 
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@ After Army Moves and Navy Moves 
comes AMC, the latest Dinamic 
shoot-em-up. Charge through five 
horizontally-scrolling levels, blasting 
aliens and picking up pods. All very 


good fun, but sadly overdone 


ccompanying the recent 
surge in original games 
such as Resolution 101, 


Sim City and Gravity, we've seen a 
noticeable decline in the number 
of straightforward shoot-’em-ups. 
But if you're worried about the 
genre’s extinction, relax, because 
Dinamic are coming to the rescue 
with AMC (Astro-Marine Corps). 
With two platform games to their 
credit already (Army Moves and 
Navy Moves) Dinamic have a rea- 
sonable track record. 

AMC is a the epitome of tradi- 
tional shoot’em-ups, doggedly 
refusing to deviate from the stan- 
dard formula. The game is split 
into increasingly difficult zones. 


Fortunately you're given a pass- 
word as you complete each zone 
which returns you to your last 
uncompleted level if you fail to 
make it through alive. 

The objective of each zone is 
to walk through a_horizontally- 
scrolling landscape, blasting at the 
hordes of menacing aliens. There 
are twelve types of enemies to 
defeat and many of them can stick 
to roofs or dart out of range. 

Destroying some of them 
releases bonus pods which give 
you all sorts of special weapons. 
For example, a Positron shield 
gives you temporary immunity and 
a triple-shot laser divides your 
shots into three directions. 


DINAMIC £19.99 


amc 


@ The caterpillar 
doesn’t look 
harmful... 


.. until you get close 
(left). That’s another 
life over 


@ (right) Your 
enemies are well 
animated. This 
monster isn’t even 
an end-of-level 
guardian 
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@ Level ten and the action is really hotting up. Zap this creature 


with your bazooka and pick up any bonus pods released 


The landscape is absolutely 
full of problems: there are huge 
chasms to leap over, fatal plants 
which merge with the background, 
and cannons to avoid. At various 
points, laser barriers block your 
path and can only be switched off 
when you blast a nearby sensor. 

At the end of each level there's 
the traditional guardian to defeat. 
They fill the entire screen and to 
annihilate them, you need to work 
out the precise place to fire. 


EFFECTS 
There’s nothing original about the 
style of AMC, but it 
differs from other 
Dinamic shoot em ups 
because of its outstand- 
ing graphics. Sadly 
on an Atari monitor 
i you miss a great 
fei deal of the excite- 
a ment and the visuals 
look so dark it’s 
impossible to make 


out much of the background. But 
with two planes of smooth parallax 
scrolling, much of the action looks 
sleek and each level is littered with 
brightly coloured aliens. 

Sound and music are similarly 
effective. After a sampled intro 
tune, you're into the game proper 
and there’s a spot effect for every 
single bullet, laser cannon and 
grenade explosion. 


VERDICT 
The Moves games weren't huge 
hits, largely because they were so 
maddeningly difficult to complete. 
In AMC Dinamic have avoided this 
problem with a surprisingly easy 
first level. 

AMC is certainly a competent 
shoot-em-up, but it’s no more than 
that. There’s nothing to make the 
game memorable, though that 
isn’t to say it’s boring. The action 
is fun, mindless, and absorbing, 
and the huge range of enemies 
and bonus pods keeps it that way 
for hours, Nevertheless, the day 
when hackneyed game styles can 
succeed because of brilliant 
graphics has gladly gone. 

MARK HIGHAM 
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SOUNDTRACK 
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T he world of 3D vector 
flight sims has taken a 
new twist. Bored with the 
same old planes in the same old 
sorry scenes, Ocean have created 
the Grumman F-29 Retaliator and 
the Lockheed F-22 ATF. Now you 
can fly new and exciting planes in 
the same old sorry scenes. 

The aircraft designs are a mix- 
ture of existing information and 
foresight. Short Take-Off and Land- 
ing (STOL) is the order of the day 
and enhanced aerodynamics make 
handling in the air a piece of cake. 
Futuristic missiles, which shoot 
backwards, give these planes the 
edge over those in Fighter 
Bomber and Falcon. 


Like Falcon, you can fly at sev- 
eral military ranks which affect your 
point-scoring potential and the max- 
imum number of weapons you can 
carry. Unlike Falcon, your craft's 
handling characteristics remain the 


same, but the F-29 is so easy to fly 
that this doesn’t cause problems. 
The action takes place in sev- 
eral arenas: a training ground in Ari- 
zona, the Middle East, the Pacific, 
and (big fanfare) Central Europe. It 


F-29 


OCEAN 


retaliator 


@ “Angels! Angels! 
Ten o’clock!” And 
we’re not talking 
flying nurses here. 
Keep a spare pair of 
underwear in the 
glovebox for those 
close-combat 
collywobbles. Once 
those MiGs spot you 
they won’t let go! 


£24.99 


@ Blowing up the 
bridge couldn't be 
simpler - if you 
avoid enemy planes. 
F-29 provides 
gut-wrenching views 
during missions, 
making you want to 
lean away to correct 
heady feelings 

of vertigo 


@ Bearing down ona 
battleship in the 
Pacific Ocean, 
you’re too close to 
launch your air-to- 
surface missiles. 
Switch to standard 
cannon quickly and 
casually strafe the 
deck with lethal fire 
as you pass 
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seems odd that in the 21st Century 
the human race is still slogging it 
out over the same bits of Terra 
Firma, but maybe Ocean know 
more than Reagan and Gorby. 

The missions are very similar 
to Falcon, Fighter Bomber and F- 
16 Combat Pilot, with the usual 
destruction of tanks, convoys, 
bridges, factories and enemy 
planes. Visually these targets are 
exciting, but most of the terrain 
passed on the way isn't. The 
mountains have large invisible colli- 
sion detection areas and roads 
appear chunk by chunk, destroy- 
ing all credibility. 

The cockpit displays 
are the best part of F-29, 
with radars sweeping from 
side to side, and missile 
cameras showing the full 
impact. Display panels 
can be altered to show a 
variety of instruments, 
including a scrolling map 
which constantly shows 
your direction. This makes 
navigation easy, which is 
useful because you often can’t tell 
one bit of land from another when 
you look out the window. 
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@ Go tankbusting in F-29 
Retaliator, the latest in high- 
tech flight simulations from 
Ocean. Its fantastic array of 
futuristic missiles and other 
weaponry makes it easy to get 
stuck into the action quickly 


EFFECTS 

F-29 looks and feels really excit- 
ing, especially during heavy fire in 
the target zones. The range of 
colours is realistic and they are 
complemented by the excellent 
cockpit design. There are eleven 
possible viewpoints, internal and 
external, but not enough player- 
control over them. It’s impossible 
to do the old Falcon trick of watch- 
ing yourself land from the control 
tower or even look around the out- 
side of the plane. 

Sound effects are  well- 
matched to the game’s atmo- 
sphere. If the engine noise in 
Falcon annoyed you, you'll love the 
sound of the F-29 powerplant. 
Cockpit controls are enhanced 
with a good solid bleep, so you 
know for sure you've hit the button 
even if you're too busy actually to 
check the panel. 

Sadly, F-29 is lacking any 
music, a major oversight that's 
especially evident during the long, 
well-presented front end sequence. 
This makes disk-loading boring and 
does nothing to set the scene. 


VERDICT 

There’s no denying F-29 has 
instant appeal, but after a few mis- 
sions you're left with the feeling 
that you've seen it all before. 
There's nothing particularly revolu- 
tionary about the game, so unfor- 

tunately you very probably have. 
For newcomers to the flight 
sim world, it’s an excellent game 
because it's so easy to fly and 
land. Hardened sim-freaks will enjoy 
it for a while, but scrape under F- 
29’s glossy surface and there's 
nothing more than a rusting hulk. A 

good game, but a lousy simulator. 
NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 9 
SOUNDTRACK 4 
5 


INTELLIGENCE 
INSTANT APPEAL 8 
LONG TERM INTEREST 5 


OVERALL 76% 
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midni 


resi 


OCEAN £24.99 


ometime in the future the 
Ss tranquil earth is shaken 

by the return of the evil, 
once-vanquished leader King Crim- 
son. He’s a mutant, a genetically- 
engineered powerhouse able to 
use telepathic powers to control a 
vast army of —bio-mechanical 
slaves. Under his new reign of ter- 
ror the Earth is decimated by his 
savages, and almost all the popu- 
lation is exterminated. Cities are 
laid to waste as the army marches 
further south to complete its 
destruction of the planet. 

But one tiny bunch of fool- 
hardy die-hards, all previously civil- 
ians, teamed up and became the 
Midnight Resistance Group. Most 
were slaughtered by the bio- 
mechs, and now only two brothers 
remain. With little in the way of 
serious military hardware and less 
in the way of experience, these 
two hold the fate of the Earth in 
their hands. It's not looking good 
for the planet. 

You play one of these two sur- 
vivors, armed with a small and 
fairly ineffective rifle. Moving off to 
the right, you confront the enemy, 
ducking, crawling and jumping, but 
most of all firing. Simple joystick 
controls allow fast movement, and 
the player-character can fire in 
eight directions, even while lying 
down. To jump onto objects and 
platforms you push up on the stick 
and follow through with the direc- 
tion in which you want to land. 

Enemies consist of hordes of 
strange looking semi-humanoids, 
all armed to the teeth. Some fancy 
footwork is needed to dodge their 
salvos of bullets and missiles. 
Occasionally you'll come face to 
face with a bio-mech armed with a 
mortar which fires explosives into 


@ King Crimson’s bio-mech 
troops rush to attack you... 
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ght 
stance 


@ Have you the staying power for 
Midnight Resistance, Ocean’s 
latest army shoot-’em-up? Take on 
King Crimson’s futuristic hardware 
and you'll go head over heels 


& Caterpillar on a hot tin roof - 
get past this metallic monster 
to remove the green lid 


the air: touch 'em and it’s good- 
night Vienna. A shot square in the 
face is enough to pop off these 
pests, but a different member of 
Crimson’s Corps soon nips in to 
hassle you still further. 

Some enemies carry keys 
which fly into the air when you kill 
them. If you can pick them up by 
running over them before they 
stop spinning, you can use them 
later in the game. Trouble is, every 
time you get thrashed and take a 
hit, all the keys get scattered 
again. Sometimes they'll bounce 
right out of shot and you can't go 
back and pick them up. Often the 
key-holding creeps only appear at 
the start of a level, so you've got 


«. With deadly results if you’re 
too slow. Fire like crazy to... 


& Get too close to the 
buzzsaws and you'll be half 
the man you used to be 


to make it all the way to the end 
without getting into trouble. Easier 
said than done. 

If by some amazing combina- 
tion of luck and judgement you 
make it through, a door appears, 
begging to be shot at. Give it a 
couple of bursts and it'll cave in. 
Once inside you find a room filling 
with flashing lights, glass cabinets 
and the whine of electric equip- 
ment. Inside the cabinets are 
weapons of a highly desirable 
nature, if you like that kind of thing 
(which you do). You can grab a 
machine gun, a shotgun, homing 
missiles, scatter guns and nitro 
packs. Under each display panel is 
a number of keyholes, showing 


«. Stay alive or take the easy 
ride in. A jeep trick like this... 


how many keys you'll lose in return 
for the weapon inside. The ones 
you can afford flash and all you 
need to do is place your man in 
front and click the button. Barrelled 
weapons have one major draw- 
back, though: finite ammunition. 
Before long, you'll run out of ammo 
and the gun will be useless. This 
can mean serious problems if you 
get into trouble. Once you're out, 
you'll automatically revert to your 
old rifle, and this won't always cope 
with the enemies in later levels. 


EFFECTS 
Midnight Resistance differs hardly 
at all from the accepted, time-hon- 
oured tradition of left-right 
scrolling shoot’em-ups (Predator, 
Double Dragon, Dragon Ninja). 
Graphics are unimpressive, with 
the usual assortment of nasties 
bearing the usual assortment of 
destructive mega-death weaponry. 

Highlights are reduced to the 
end of level enemies, which usually 
appear as armoured tanks or huge 
flesh-chewing circular saws which 
take a heck of a lot of joystick 
throttling to deal with. 

Sound effects are again the 
standard boom-smash-crump type 
explosive noises, along with the 
rat-atat of your gun. Stunning they 
ain't, and they're unlikely to induce 


instant flashbacks in even the 
jumpiest 'Nam vet. 
VERDICT 


Chances are if you like shoot-’em- 
ups, you'll find Midnight Resis- 
tance reassuringly familiar. It's 
guaranteed to be a good long-last- 
ing slog in order to get to the 
finish. Whether you make it 
depends on how patient you are 
and how much repeti- repeti- repet- 
itive gameplay you can stand. 

If you're thinking of avoiding 
pre-exam homework to play Mid- 
night Resistance, it’s not a good 
idea. Geography revision is proba- 
bly far more stimulating. 

NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 
LONG TERM INTEREST 4 


OVERALL 41% 


... won’t work for long though. 
From here, you’re on your own 
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DRUG BARONS NARROWLY DEFEATED .. 

.. COVERT OPERATION PLANNED BY 
MILITARY. U.S. CARRIER SETS SAIL FOR GULF 
OF PANAMA: 

DRUG BARONS READY TO SHIP THEIR 
LARGESTEVER CONSIGNMENT OF THE DEADLY 
COCAINE OR ‘SNOW’. 

... DAWN. SQUADRON OF F14 JETS TAKE OFF 
FOR COLOMBIAN COAST. THE TIME FOR 
TALKING IS OVER - AND YOU WILL MAKE THE 
FIRST SOLO ATTACK! 
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ew from Rainbow Arts 
SY comes another animated 

strategy game, similar to 
previous offerings Joan of Arc and 
Journey to the Centre of the Earth. 
Set in the 7th century, in what's 
now Iraq, the game takes place in 
the fictitious empire of Khalaan. 

The rule of this great land was 
divided between four powerful 
caliphs known as Abu _ Bahr, 
Utman, Umar and Ali. None are 
content with partial rule and there 
is conflict between their armies. 

A wise sage then tells of the 
coming of an alien intruder and 
maintains that only the caliph who 
destroys it can rightfully be called 
the Grand Caliph of Khalaan. 

You take the role of a caliph 
and build armies to extend your 
rule and outdo the others. When 
you have enough strength, you 
can attack the alien intruder and 
its army. Defeat him and the other 
caliphs bow down before you. 

To do this you move your 
armies toward enemies or inde- 
pendent fortresses and attack 
them. Destroying another army 
causes great financial problems 
for an opposing caliph, and pro- 
vides you with extra income and 
resources. Raising the army is a 
simple matter of clicking on the 
caliphate (a kind of castle) icon 
and selecting “military” from the 
menu. You can build or disband 
armies, group them together, sup- 
ply them, or make them attack or 
defend nearby objects. 

If you choose “raise” you're 
presented with a screen enabling 
you to designate the number of 
archers and infantry in your army 
and allocate resources to them. If 
you don’t give them enough grub 
or cash, they disband after a few 
miles of trudging, so it’s wise to 
note how much they need. 


@ Click on a spy to send 
into enemy territory. They 
could bring important 
information - or defect 


Bf Attacking a fortress 
with your bow and arrow 
is hard work. Aim 
carefully to knock down 
your enemies one by one 
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@ The map on the control 
screen can be scrolled 
left and right to show 
other caliphs’ bases and 
independent fortresses 


@ Raising armies requires 
careful management of 
resources. If you don’t 
give them enough food or 
money they desert you 


RAINBOW ARTS £24.99 


khalaan 


All armies use a lot of 
resources until you get them to a 
fortress where they can trade 
cash for caravans. Then they 
move faster and consume less. 

If your army meets an enemy- 
controlled army, a battle usually 
results. The screen switches to an 
arcade-action scene with a digi- 
tised picture of an attacking figure 
armed with a_ scimitar. He 
attempts to slash you to bits and 
you respond, if you have any 
sense, by blocking his shots and 
returning your own. Defeat him 
and your army is victorious: lose 
and your army is dog food. 

You also enter an arcade 
sequence when attacking a 
fortress. Fire at the figures rushing 
out and dodge their fatal arrows. If 
you make it inside, you're con- 
fronted with another digitised 


@ Once inside the fortress, use the 


screen showing the inside of the 
fortress. Move left to right, hack- 
ing at the defending guards. If you 
can defeat them the fortress is 
yours for the taking. 

You can also send spies to 
opposing caliphs to corrupt their 
armies, steal valuables and find 
out the strength of _ their 
fortresses. Unfortunately spies 
cost a lot of money and can't be 
trusted to stay on your side. 

The most important item in 
the game is a magic lamp — well 
worth sending a spy to steal. The 
lamp can bring prosperity, plague, 
immobility or invincibility, to the 
caliph of your choice, providing 
you have it in your possession. 
Without it you're at the mercy of 
another caliph who can use it 
against you. Its effects last for a 
month of game time and this could 


joystick to battle enemy invaders. The 


B (right) 


and poor 


Each month 
your current 
income is 
displayed 


slaves walk 
across the 
screen carrying your ill-gotten gains. 
(But enough of the editor) 


pole on the right is for bashing them 
with, if they get too close for comfort 


LEISURE 


mean that your army is rooted to 
the spot for that period, effectively 
preventing you from doing any- 
thing to improve your position. 


EFFECTS 

Khalaan features a large number 
of neatly retouched digitised pic- 
tures, but the main control screen 
is not welldrawn and the digitised 
cameos don't sit comfortably on 
the background colours. Animation 
of army movement is slow and 
occasionally interrupted by reports 
of enemy activity, which can be 
confusing because the screen 
jumps to that area of the map. 

Music is tedious, featuring the 
most depressing Turkish Delight 
tune you've ever heard. It’s like 
The Cure meets Rolf Harris’s Stylo- 
phone, but much worse. Luckily 
you can switch it off and listen to 
the clear sampled in-game effects. 


VERDICT 

Khalaan has the same problems 
as its earlier (and better) stable- 
mates, namely slow graphic ani- 
mation and very poor mouse/ 
joystick-reading. The digitised 
action sequences lift what would 
have been a bland strategy game 
into something that’s sporadically 
fun to play and good to look at. 

Unfortunately the poor transla- 
tion of (presumably) German into 
something vaguely resembling 
English leaves you scratching your 
head at the mis-spellings and odd 
sentence constructions. It takes a 
while to figure out that extradition 
really means surrender (as far as 
the game's concerned). 

If you enjoy Eastern exoticism, 
were brought up on Arabian 
Nights, and want to play Islamic 
versions of Defender of the Crown, 
then Khalaan will satisfy your every 
desire. But if you enjoy absorbing 
action and a visual feast you're 
much better off watching matinee 
re-runs of Lawrence of Arabia. 

NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 6 
SOUNDTRACK 2 
6 


INTELLIGENCE 
INSTANT APPEAL 6 
LONG TERM INTEREST 6 


OVERALL 59% 
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MILLENNIUM/LOGOTRON £24.99 


thunders 


Two months ago Millenium released Resolution 101, a 
game with the fastest ST graphics ever. Not content to 
rest on their laurels, they’ve followed up with 


Thunderstrike, not only boasting faster graphics, but also 


a unique perspective on 3D environments. Mark Higham 
investigates this latest technical wizardry 


@ Super fast 3D graphics combined with 
_ overhead and side views of the Thunderstrike 
craft make this a graphical masterpiece. But 
_ how does the gameplay stack up? The 
objective is to blast alien drones and prot 
your installations while destroying enemy" 
generators with missilie attacks 


etting a game in the dis- 
tant future has two major 
advantages. For a start 


you can create completely original 
environments specifically suited to 
computers. Trees, for example, 
are a nightmare to simulate, so 
why not populate this new world 
with rectangles or prisms? You're 
also at liberty to come up with all 
sorts of unexpected scenarios, 
introduce weird craft and adopt 
strange control methods. Millen- 
nium game designers Brian Pol- 
lack and Tony Beckwith have 
exploited all these opportunties to 
the full in their brilliant new game, 
Thunderstrike. 

The game is set in the 23rd 
Century. The Greenhouse effect 
has been eradicated, but other 
social problems have arisen. Foot- 
ball has become so boring that 
hooligans prefer to sit at home 
watching TV. This has resulted in 
incredibly violent TV game shows — 
and you're set to appear on the 
most vicious of them all, The 
Ground Defence Game. 


1. This is the first scene to greet can see there are three 


you when you start to play. In the 
distance you can make out a 
drone heading straight for you. 
Blast quickly and you 
shoot it straight out 
of the sky 


2. With that danger 
over, hit F8 to take a 


look at the terrain map. This gives 
you an idea of the installations 
which have to be protected and 
the drone generators which must 
be taken out. In this display you 


installations to be defended and 

two drone generators. One of 

these is extremely close to your 

current location so 

=" take an immediate 

trip out to destroy the 
drone generator 


3. Flick back to the main screen 
and the action continues. Change 
your direction to hone in on the 
generator and be poised for attack 


4. The generator looms into sight, 
surrounded by a host of drones. 
Avoid collision with the drones 


THE ESSENTIAL FORMAT GUIDE TO SUCCESSFUL MISSIONS 


because they eat up massive 
amounts of energy. After you've 
hit it five times, it explodes and 
sinks down into a flat black plain 


5. Looking at the terrain map 
again shows that one generator 
has gone. If you look at the red 
dots, you also realise that you’ve 
lost one of your installations. 
Since you have two more left, you 
don’t need to worry too much. In 
later levels, it’s important to try 
and defend every 

installation 


6. You patrol your 
installations and 
come across one 
which is under 
attack. The drone 


has perched on top of it and is 
taking its power. Quickly blast the 
drone to rescue the installation 


7. With the drone out of the way 
you head for the next generator. 
With skill you manage to blast it 
enough times to 

destroy it. The 2 

level is only com- 
pleted when you 
blast all the 
remaining drones 


8. You set eyes on the last drone 
left. Hit your finger on the fire but- 
ton and blast it 
from the skies. 
One level may 
be over, but 
there are many 
more difficult 
ones waiting 
to test you 
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@ The game is seen through a TV camera following the 
Thunderstrike craft. You see the landscape from all sorts of 
angles, providing the most imaginative viewpoints ever and 
giving you the most exhilarating flight of your life 


The idea of the game is to fly a 
Thunderstrike, the latest state-of- 
the-art flight craft, and knock out 
alien drones. The drones are 3D 
flying machines and they race out 
of drone generators to attack your 
installations. Your job is to protect 
your installations and fire missiles 
into the drone generators. A level 
isn’t finished until all the genera- 
tors have been wiped out and the 
remaining drones killed. 

The terrain is represented by a 
series of 3D plains used to shape 
the contours of valleys and hills. In 
the first level, three installations 
and two drone generators are posi- 
tioned on the map ready for action 
(see the FORMAT guide, left). 

The installations are shown as 
pyramids and the drones sit on 
top of them to steal their energy. 
You need to blast the drone before 
it takes all the energy. If you're not 
quick enough, the installation turns 
black, leaving you with one less to 
defend. The game ends if all your 
installations fall prey to drones. 

To destroy the drone genera- 
tors, you need to score five direct 
hits and then they sink into the 
ground. Drones circle round the 
generators and if you whack into 
them or stray into the path of their 
fire, you lose massive amounts of 
energy. Lose too much and you 
can kiss goodbye to your game. 
Luckily when you shoot some 
drones they explode, releasing 
bonus pods. If you're fast enough, 
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you can pick them up, gaining 
extra power, energy or weapons. 

As you advance through the 
levels, more installations need to 
be defended, the drones become 
more intelligent, and you have 
more generators to attack. 

At any point in the game, you 
can hit F8 to show a terrain map. 
This pauses the action and shows 
you the position of generators and 
installations. Those that have been 
destroyed are blacked out. Tracks 
are also shown and you can land 
on these and cover ground at high- 
speed. The map is invaluable for 
working out your location in rela- 
tion to items on screen. 


EFFECTS 
Thunderstrike can be played in two 
modes; stippled and non-stippled. 
In non-stippled mode, the game 
moves fast, but the graphics don't 
look particularly three-dimensional. 
In the other mode, graphics are 
realistically detailed, but lose the 
incredible speed. 

Still graphics have been 
designed by the same artist who's 
working on Ocean's Lost Patrol, 
and the detailed and effective visu- 
als magically reinforce the TV 
atmosphere of the game. 

The TV angle isn’t just an add- 
on plot device. Besides inspiring a 
host of still screens, it's also an 
excuse for the original viewpoint. A 
TV camera follows your Thunder- 
strike everywhere, looking at the 
craft from all angles and present: 
ing realistic TV coverage of your 
performance. 

One .of the challenges of the 
game is to constantly keep your 
craft in full view of the camera. 
Making fast moves, radical turns, 
or climbing too high can take the 
Thunderstrike out of sight, leaving 
it difficult to control. 


CHECK OUT THE TERRAIN 


The tracks 


Your 
installations - 


Drone 
generators 


Your Thunderstrike 


@ Look at the terrain map to see the location of important 
sites. Tracks are marked with black lines. If you pull your 
craft down onto these you follow them at high speed 


Sound effects blast out to let you 
know if your installations are under 
attack. There are also spot effects 
for collisions and explosions. A 
sickly but effective TV game tune 
plays throughout. 


VERDICT 

This game has astonishing effects. 
There isn’t anything to match the 
fast 3D graphics and the exciting 
swings of the camera. The result 
is a thrilling game to play. 

Getting used to the control 
method to pick up bonus armoury 
and manoeuvre around attacking 


@ The pilot climbs into his 
Thunderstrike craft. Get ready 
for some real action 


drones, takes a while, but it's a 
dream to manipulate compared to 
Electronic Arts’ Powerdrome, 
which featured the same kind of 
futuristic craft. 

Progressing through the levels 
brings more and more complex 
assortments of aliens to obliter- 
ate. Although they certainly keep 
the game challenging and turn 
your trigger finger blue, there 
aren't enough variations to each 
level to make this a classic. Never- 
theless, with such _ innovative 
graphics, it’s certain to scale the 
software charts. 

MARK HIGHAM 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL i 
LONG TERM INTEREST 7 


OVERALL 88% 
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legendary gold ship that sank 

70 years ago, has been dis- 
covered. Now it’s up to you to dive 
300 feet and recover the lost bul- 
lion. Using the very latest technol- 
ogy (this is 1927, remember — not 
the dark ages!) the challenge is to 
raid Davy Jones’ Locker itself. 

The Treasure Trap is a 
strange, dangerous place and the 
diver's task a far from simple one. 
Each room and corridor has to be 
individually searched for the gold 
scattered when the ship sank. 
The cabins are displayed in iso- 
metric 3D, allowing a would-be 
Jacques Cousteau a_ sporting 
chance of finding every single bar 
of the world’s second favourite 
obsession. 

Wreck diving is one hazardous 
occupation. For starters there's 
the very real chance of running out 
of air. Never a pleasant experi- 
ence, but 100 metres down inside 
a steel box a constant air supply is 
essential. Compound this problem 
with the vast number of dangerous 
creatures who've made the Esmer- 
alda their home and you can just 
tell it's going to be a rough ride. 
What's worse, some ship’s doors 
are locked. Most push open, but 
some require keys, which must be 
located too. 

That initially off-putting 3D dis- 
play, with everything on the diago- 
nal, allows the necessary depth of 
detail needed for a thorough 


A t's official! The Esmeralda, the 


search of the ship. Undersea 
explorers can move the furniture 
to help them climb on or jump 
over objects. Being neutrally buoy- 
ant, divers can leap vast distances 
in a single bound. They can even 


t we Va) 


@ Mines home in on the diver’s 
position, so be quick! 


stand on floating flotsam and be 
washed on the tide, to reach gold 
bars in the most ridiculous places. 

The purpose of the game is 
personal gain and picking up gold 
couldn't be simpler. Stand on it and 
the bar's in the bag. The real art is 
finding the bullion in the first place. 
Due to the tremendous blast which 
sank the ship, there are bars in 
almost every room, and you can 
bet your weight belt that they aren’t 
just lying in the middle of the deck. 
Oh no missus, they've all found 
themselves nice little nooks and 
crannies. Some are hardly visible, 
let alone retrievable. 
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Bi The jellyfish, one of th 


ie more, er, annoying creatures featured 


in the Treasure Trap. Pretty, huh? (Pretty deadly, more like!) 


There are two game mecha- 
nisms - as well as avarice — to 
push divers deeper into the wreck. 
Firstly, the game can only be 
saved every time 50 bars are col- 
lected. Secondly, every 80 bars 
the submersible scavenger 
collects earns him a “Friendly Fish” 
(get serious, guy). 

The Esmeralda is teeming with 
marine life, fish, crustaceans, edi- 
tors and countless other monsters 
(| heard that, pardon — Ed), and 
touching one kills a diver. The only 
sensible course of action is to wait. 
The fish move predictably so it's 


ing metal. The doors slide open 
with .a’ grating metallic scrape, 
suggesting they're none too keen 
on the idea of working again after 
nearly a century off. 

The 3D itself allows real detail 
to pervade both scenery and and 
the ship’s inhabitants. Everything's 
easily recognisable and has enough 
comic charm to carry this visual 
adventure. Even the annoying 
aspects of the 3D work to the 
game's advantage. Sometimes the 
diver and/or object is partially 
obscured, and while this is irritat- 
ing, it creates the scenario where 


ELECTRONIC ZOO 


possible to cross beast-filled rooms 
with only a few panic attacks. Even- 
tually, though, you'll have to call in 
the “Friendly Fish,” beautiful crea- 
tures adore which divers but hate 
everything else. Call them in and 
they swim into the room devouring 
everything in a piranha frenzy. 
Pockets of air have been scat- 
tered throughout the wreck to help 
divers who are short of breath, and 
keys are left lying on the floor 
where the crew dropped them as 
the ship sank. Their locations never 
change, so it’s worth keeping a 
map on your underwater slate so 
you know where everything is for 
future, more profitable, raids. 


EFFECTS 
Each step the diver takes is 
accompanied by the authentic 
sound of leaden boots hitting rust- 


the diver has to enter small dark 
corners trusting to luck. Was that a 
glint of gold - or the tail of a 
stingray? There's one way to find 
out: a leap boldly into the unknown. 


VERDICT 

Treasure Trap is a game that 
echoes some early 8-bit legends in 
its design - anyone remember 
Head Over Heels or the first Bat- 
man? — but now it's more refined 
and polished. Even the environment 
itself makes a refreshing change. 
Everybody, but everybody, has 
explored oodles of space stations 
and “Goth” castles galore, but how 
many have risked their lives in the 
deeps of the ocean? 

The puzzles are often elemen- 
tary and do not lend the game last- 
ing interest, but the sheer size of 
the ship counters this. The game 


designers have also thrown down a 
challenge to players, for Treasure 
Trap can only be finished if played 
through from beginning to end in 
one go — and saved adventures 
don’t count. Going one step further, 
they've even had the audacity to try 
and goad you into speedy comple- 
tion with the enigmatic line “escape 
a final surprise”! Well now, wonder 
what that might be? By the way, 
has anyone seen Return to Posei- 
don Adventure recently? 
TRENTON WEBB 


Trenton went scuba diving in 
Malta for his hols, didn’t you 
Trent? “Yeah! It was great! | 
can’t wait to tell you about it -” 

(cont'd p. 297) 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 6 
LONG TERM INTEREST 9 


OVERALL 81% 


£24.99 


a> " bs 
@ Gold!... But how the hell do 
you get your hands on it? 


@ Four crabs plus one stingray 
equals Trouble with a big T! 


@ Tough choice: spare air (on 
the table), or the gold? 
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BACK WITH , A VENGEANCE 


Mail Order: Intermediates Ltd., P.O. Box 847, Harlow CM21 9PH Tel: 0279 600197 
Consumer/Technical Enquiries: 081 866 5692 


MAD SUMMER SALE ° MAD SUMMER SALE >= 


PUBLIC APOLOGY 


M.D. Office Supplies would like to take this opportunity of apologising to all its 
competitors. Our MAD SUMMER SALE will be offering Discs, Storage Boxes etc. 
at UNBELIEVABLE, UNREPEATABLE, MAD, MAD PRICES. As ever the best S 


cost less at M.D. Office WE GUARANTEE IT. U 

=. —__ M 

“anges 2 OY <4 Afi 

35 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage BOX.........cecssesesesesersrsesesesssseessesesessseseneneneeesesnens £21.95 E 
45 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box... £29.95 

55 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box... £34.95 R 
65 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box... £39.95 
75 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box... £44.95 


100 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box....... 
150 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 2, 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Boxes.. aS 
200 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 2, 100 Capacity Lockable Storage BOXeS...........ssssssesssssssseeetsteesnesesseeeenseeeeeen £84.95 


| OUR 3.5" DISCS ARE VERY CAREFULLY SELECTED TO GIVE UNQUESTIONABLE reliability and incredible 
| VALUE for money. Each diskette is supplied with a label and is Certified 100% error free. L 


Ss 3,25" DISCS & JOKED el ec 


25 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI With 100 Capacity Lockable Storage BOX........cceesseeeesesssesseeerersresssessenseeeesseseneseneeees 
50 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI With 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box. 
75 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI With 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box.... 
100 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI With 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box.... 
200 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI With 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Boxes 


OUR 5.25" DISCS ARE VERY CAREFULLY SELECTED TO GIVE UNQUESTIONABLE reliability and in 
VALUE for money. Each diskette is supplied with a label and is Certified 100% error free and is offered with our 
100% money back guarantee and is supplied with envelopes, W.P. tabs. 
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ee ed ee ee AR ——————————— 
ae HGH DaMNSIr 3,5" DISCS HIGH DANSITY 5.25" DISC3 28 
sires iniinctolt 25 DS HD 1.6 Meg with LOCKABLE STORAGE BOX... creo | Mi 
LS oy ame aera ey erA 82 |50 DS HD 1.6 MEG with LOCKABLE STORAGE BOX non uon-£04.99 
3p Be i abr Deece wih 100 Capacity Bos BAe 82 |75 DS HD 1.6 MEG with LOCKABLE STORAGE BOX 4699 | AA 
100 DS HD 3.5" Discs with 100 Capacity Box... £99.95 | 100 DS HD 1.6 MEG with LOCKABLE STORAGE 80x £57 QQ D 
(For larger quantities please ring) (For larger quantities please ring) 


FOR BULK BUYERS New, New, New products to enhance your computers GUARANTEE Ss 


productivity and performance. 
For all you large users we have some | _ External Disc Drives, slimline, very quiet, very reliable M.D. Office Supplies prides itself U 
| unbeatable bulk rates on our superb only £59.95 on offering the HIGHEST 


annitse DD 7 35tpi = claas. Replacement Mice, cro pen precise movement Posse pres he iy NM 

300 8 DD 135.8 eens COMPARABLE product oeres | (Mf 

800 DS DD 138Ip... Re ee eee 

1000 DS DD 135tpi seatisiaess ees repli aie apie we won't match that price. R 
As always lifetime guaranteed, only £11.95 We WILL BaAr Ir 


unquestionable reliability, each disc is Data Switches 2 way manual switch 
supplied with label. (State serial or parallel) a GUARANTZ2D 
only £12.95 Ss 


= WD. OFFICZ SUPPLIES QA 


18 CRESCENT WAY, FARNBOROUGH, KENT BR6 9LS L 
RSE E 


mre pow BUmMSsscHn Ors 


TELESALES HOTLINES: 0689-61400 


Trade Accounts Welcome All prices include VAT and Delivery UK only E/OE Education Orders Welcome 


2c MAD SUMMER SALE :*: MAD SUMMER SALE =)“ 


@ The objective of Atomix 
is to slide atoms around 
the walled map to build 
the atomic structure 
shown in the bottom left 
of the screen: The levels 
are frustrating because 
you can’t place atoms; 
when you move them they 
don’t stop until they hit 
anotherobstacle 
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THALION/US GOLD £19.95 


he last game using 
molecular structure as 
the basis of its gameplay 


was US Gold’s E-Motion. Atomix 
treads much the same ground, but 
lacks E-Motion’s hypnotic visuals 
and creative sound. 

In the left-hand bottom corner 
of each level, you're presented with 
an atomic structure. Your job is to 
pick up atoms, move them around 
a series of walls, and assemble the 
required structure. Sounds simple? 
Wait until you start playing. 

Use the joystick to select the 
atom you want to move. Unfortu- 
nately you can't just pick it up and 
position it anywhere you like. Once 
you move the atom, it only comes 
to rest when it bumps into a wall 
or another atom. The trick is to 
arrange atoms so they come to 
rest in the right position. If you 
build it in the correct spot, the 
nearby walls act as a barrier so 
that atoms stop close to the 
desired location. 

In the first level you construct 
a water particle by linking two 
atoms of hydrogen to one of oxy- 
gen. This is remarkably simple, 
but by the time you reach level 
two you're building ~—ether 
molecules (CgH50C2Hs5) where 
your brain power is really put to 
the test. 

Each time you complete five 
levels there’s a bonus puzzle for 
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: In the bonus level arrange 
jars to mimic the pattern in the 
bottom left-hand corner 


you to solve. The first of these fea- 
tures glass containers filled with 
different volumes of liquid. You 
have to arrange them in increasing 
order using the same sliding tech- 
nique employed in the main part of 
the game. 

All the levels have a time limit 
ranging from two minutes for easy 
levels up to four minutes for the 
near-impossible ones. Each time 
you reach a new level you spend 
much of the time working out the 
best place to build your molecule. 
This often means suffering defeat 
the first time you tackle it, but at 
least you're prepared the next time 
the challenge arises. 


EFFECTS 
Played with a handful of colourful 
atoms over the top of a grey back- 
ground and grey walls, this is one 
of the most visually uninspiring 
games ever. The only redeeming 
point is the nifty intro sequence 
and some clever sound effects 


when you make a move. Bonus 
screens are presented every fifth 
level and offer a reprieve from the 
overall drabness. 


VERDICT 

This is a wonderfully addictive 
challenge which, apart from the 
dull visuals, is actually more 
appealing than E-Motion. The puz- 
zle element is more thought-pro- 
voking, the skill required to 
complete many of the later levels 
is exhausting, and you don’t need 
to be a master of the joystick. 

The only real criticism is that if 
you lose a level, the game comes 
to an end. With every fifth level you 
complete you're given one extra 
credit, but this isn’t nearly enough. 
The game would have been much 
more appealing if your position 
could have been saved to disk or if 
passwords could have been used 
to take you back to the last level. 

If you're the kind of games 
purist who wants absorbing game- 
play rather than flashy graphics, 
then Atomix is going to keep you 
perched on the edge of your seat 
for hours. Extra touches in the 
effects department would improve 
the game enormously, but it 
wouldn’t enhance the gameplay. 
Atomix is undoubtably one of the 
most engrossing puzzle games to 
ever hit the ST! 

MARK HIGHAM 
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and eureka - you've done it! 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 8 
LONG TERM INTEREST 7 


OVERALL 79% 
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soldier 111 years ago. If you 

were really unlucky, where 
would you be? North Natal in 
Southern Africa, that’s where. Way 
back in 1879 the British followed 
the Boers to the Transvaal to 
search for goldmines. Not surpris- 
ingly, Zulu tribesmen grew tired of 
the occupation and decided to 
kick some white ass. 

In the ensuing conflict 50,000 
Zulus, led by their warrior king 
Cetewayo, beat the crap out of the 
British Redcoats at their camp at 
Isandhiwana. Mind you, armed with 
only spears and loud voices, over 
45,000 Zulus bought it in the pro- 
cess, 4,000 limped on toward the 
British outpost in Ulundi, known as 
Rorke’s Drift. It consisted of a 
church, a hospital with 36 sick sol- 
diers and 101 able-bodied Royal 
Engineers. 

In the game of this historic 
scrap you use icons and mouse to 
send orders to these troops. Sol 
diers fight and shoot, medics tend 
the wounded, storemen replenish 
dwindling ammo and officers use 
pistols for short range defence. 

Your first task is to prepare for 
the coming onslaught by position- 


[ magine yourself as a British 


@ Zulus attack your camp. 
Rifles are no good if you’re 
wrestling with your enemy, so 
choose another man to shoot 


ing men in strategic locations 
around the map. Hiding behind 
barricades of crates and mealie 
bags is hardly the safest place to 
be, but at least it's better than 
being out in the open. 

When the time runs out —- com- 
ing, ready or not! - the Zulus 
arrive. You then have the desper- 
ate task of loading each man’s 
rifle, firing it at an attacking Zulu, 
clicking on another, reloading, 
resupplying the empties and aiding 
the fallen. You do this by pausing 
the action and issuing one order to 
each man. Each shot registers 
either a hit, a miss, or a level of 
wounding for the Zulu. 

Meanwhile you're __ taking 
spears in the gob, as well as the 
aforementioned white bottom, and 


IMPRESSIONS £24.99 
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@ Rorke’s Drift depicts 
the Redcoats’ last stand 
in the. Zulu Wars. In real 
life, the Brits won, 
despite being heavily 
outnumbered. It’s a tough 
fight in the game as well, 
if you’re to defeat the 
Zulu onslaught 
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reports warn you of your impend- 


ing rout. It's up to you whether the 
soldiers stand and fight or do the 
sensible thing and run like hell. 

This goes on and on until 
dawn the next day — provided you 
survive that long. 


EFFECTS 

Rorke’s Drift suffers from appalling 
graphics and one of the slowest 
screen scrolls __ that’s. ~— ever 
appeared in a fullprice game. 
Blocky, badly drawn Redcoats and 
short, fat Zulus who look like the 
golliwogs on Robertson's jam jars 
make the whole thing comical: the 
Zulus were actually renowned for 
being tall and frightening. 

Music consists of an annoying 
patriotic tune that sounds like it's 
played on a toy piano. Sound 
effects are wholly and unforgivably 
absent. Worst of all, though, is the 
operation of the game itself. The 
cursor is jittery, occasionally dis- 
appearing completely, and mouse 
buttons have to be held for ages 
before anything happens. Charac- 
ters don’t always move where you 
want them to, and screen updates 
are desperately slow, even in non- 
active parts of the game. 
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VERDICT 

Poor programming is to blame for 
Rorke’s Drift's failure to convey 
any atmosphere or excitement. 
There are no North and South-style 
action sequences, beyond what 
you see at the start. Compared to 
Turcan scenarios like Armada and 
Waterloo, Rorke’s Drift has no 
obvious battle logic. It's just ran- 
dom, toss-of-a-coin stuff. The 
game may have marginally better 
graphics than UMS, but none of its 
operational ease. 

This is a shame because the 
Zulu war is an ideal choice for an 
exciting wargame. The immense 
difference between the opposing 
sides’ manpower and weapons 
makes it a perfect contender for a 
rip-roaring battle. As far as Rorke’s 
Drift goes though, I'd rather have 
been there than play it on my ST. 

NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 4 
SOUNDTRACK 0 
4 


INTELLIGENCE 
INSTANT APPEAL 5 
LONG TERM INTEREST 4 


OVERALL 46% 


‘OSKARDERG TERRACE 


@ The map of Rorke’s Drift is 
used for zooming in on the 
fighting - but no action takes 
place on this screen! 


a Orders are issued with the 
soldier icons. See! He runs, 
walks and shoots in a variety of 
positions 
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PRICE 


BLITZ 


THOSE WHO DO NOT RESPOND WILL 
DAMAGE THEIR WEALTH 


25 DS DD 135TP! 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe lockable storage 00X........scseceeeeee 
50 DS DD 135TPI 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe lockable storage box 
75 DS DD 135TPI 100% ERROR FREE, 
PLUS deluxe lockable storage O0X........:cseesesees 
100 DS DD 135TPI 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe lockable storage box 


75 DS DD 135TPI 100% ERROR FREE, 
LUS 2 boxes Perret 
50 DS DD 135TPI 100% ERROR FREE, 
LUS 3 boxes 


All our 3.5 DSDD are certified 100% error free 
and lifetime guaranteed 
All discs supplied with labels. 


10 HD 1.44MB 100% ERROR FREE 

IN A PLASTIC LIBRARY CASE 

95 HD 1.44MB 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe lockable storage box 

50 HD 1.44MB 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe lockable storage 00X ........e 
100 HD 1.44MB 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe lockable storage 00X ......eccceeees 


All HD 3.5 Discs Carry THE HD Loco, and are certified 
100% error free, lifetime warranteed for reliability and 
performance, and supplied with labels. 


14" Tilt 'n' Turn Monitor Sta 


Atari or Amiga Replacement Mice 


Douste SIDED 
Douste DENSITY 
500 

1000 


80 Capacity Stackable Boxes .. 
Universal Printer Stands .... 


25 DS DD 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe storage box 

50 DS DD 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe storage box sconssissteassrenenstibeaeed 
75 DS DD 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe storage box 

100 DS DD 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS 'GelUxe StOMaG™ DOK sssicssiverseaceassenssanvesrsteaven 


00 DS DD 100% ERROR FREE, 
LUS 2 boxes . 

00 DS DD 100% ERROR FREE, 
LUS 3 boxes ... 


All our 5.25 DSDD are certified 100% error free 
and lifetime guaranteed 
All discs supplied with labels. 


25 HD 1.2MB 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe storage 00X........eeeeseeeeeeeenes 
50 HD 1.2MB 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe storage box 

75 HD 1.2MB 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS deluxe storage box......... 

100 HD 1.2MB 100% ERROR FREE, 

PLUS Cleluxe storage 00K... ccceceeteseeststseseees 


All HD 1.2 MEG 5.95 are certified 100% error free, 
lifetime warranteed for reliability and performance, 
and supplied with full user sets, labels etc 


Please note we do not sell cheap discs. 
We sell incredibly high quality discs 


ICHEAP! 


25 DSDD 135TPI Rainbow Discs 
50 DSDD 135TPI Rainoow Discs. 
75 DSDD-135TPI Rainoow Discs. 
100 DSDD 135TPI Raindbow Discs 


(packs are supplied in 5 different colours) 


101 BURNHAM RoabD, DARTFORD, KENT DA1 5AZ 


TEL: 


OR 


All supplies are subject to availability. All prices inclusive of VAT & Delivery UK only 


ou’ve overdosed on vio- 
Y lence, beaten up street 

thugs by the score, 
blasted every mutant thing that 
moved, and now Gremlin have 
come up with the ultimate chal- 
lenge in Skidz - picking up rubbish 
and putting it into dustbins! 

OK so it's not the kind of 
game likely to have Mrs. White- 
house foaming at the mouth, but 
popular titles like Elite’s Paperboy 
and the Summer and Winter 
Games from Epyx have demon- 
strated that tame games do sell. 


@ You have eight levels to 
tackle. They must be 
completed in turn and each 
is harder than the last 


No matter how civic-minded you 
are, picking up litter is a back- 
breaking chore, but in Skidz you 
just sail over the debris on your 
skateboard or BMX without even 
bending your spine, collecting rub- 
bish simply by riding over it. Pick 
up food for energy and clocks for 
extra seconds and steer through 
eight levels in a dramatic race 
against time. To be successful you 
must collect at least 75% of the 
rubbish and put it in trash cans. 

The streets are free of traffic, 
but your progress is hampered by 
dogs, cats, holes in the road and 
pedestrians. Even pigeons get in 
your way and slow you down. 
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GREMLIN £19.95 


There are eight levels to negoti- 
ate, each one presenting more and 
more obstacles. With three speeds 
available, you can build up enough 
velocity to climb onto the pave- 
ments and pick up bonus coins or 
leap across tricky obstacles. 


EFFECTS 
The eight levels take you from city 
streets to parkland, beaches and 
canals. The main character is 


finely detailed and even extras like 


the workman with the pneumatic 
drill are brilliantly animated. 

Collision detection is suspect; 
it's tricky to pick up rubbish even 
though it looks as if you've driven 
straight over it. But fast, perfectly 
smooth, eight-directional scrolling 
makes it a delight to play. 

Sound effects are limited to a 
monotonous tune played through- 
out. It uses the ST’s sound chip 
and can fortunately be switched 
off by hitting the M key. 


VERDICT 

Skidz makes a welcome change 
from the violent shoot’em-ups cur- 
rently littering the shelves. The 
action isn't exactly nail-biting, but 
it's surprising how absorbing the 
game becomes once you get 
accustomed to the uncomfortable 
control method. 

The Epyx set of Summer and 
Winter Games had enough differ- 
ent challenges to keep you glued 
to the edge of your seat for 
weeks. Skidz lacks that variety 
and quickly becomes repetitive, 
but for the first few absorbing 
hours your fingers run with sweat 
and you refuse to give up the joy- 
stick for anything. 

MARK HIGHAM 
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EXIT 


000 


CASH LEFT 
‘0000 


al 


@ Bonus coins can be picked 
up along with the rubbish and 
spent at the shop in between 
levels. These enable you to 
purchase kneepads, extra 
tyres or a helmet - at a price, 
of course 


@ Besides eight different 
levels, you also have the 
opportunity to compete ina 
race against a computer 
opponent. In this case there is 
nothing to pick up, but you do 
need to overcome a variety of 
tortuous turns and 
bothersome bumps (eek!) 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 

INSTANT APPEAL 8 
LONG TERM INTEREST 5 


OVERALL 71% 


@ You thought Blood 
Money was boring? 
Gravity wasn’t gruelling 
enough? Resolution 101 
just wasn’t thrilling? 
Skidz is a game all about 
fun - career round the 
streets on a skateboard, 


picking|u 
dropping 
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ith so many platform 
games in the Super 
Mario Bros, Wonder- 


boy and Rainbow Islands mould, 
its difficult to design new ones 
without rehashing old ideas. 
Prophecy dispenses with this 
predicament by making no attempt 
at all to do anything different, 
choosing instead one of those 
good, old-fashioned ittle-boy-bat- 
tling-evilLord scenarios. 

You play Brian, a small Viking 
nipper whose family has been 
transmogrified into an- 
other astral plane by a 
freak whirlwind. This 
was sent down by 
the Dark Lord Loki, 
to capture you, but 
luckily you were out ¥& 
gathering herbs when 
the whirlwind arrived. 

You return to find 
your village wrecked 
and a benign God wait- 
ing to comfort you. He 
tells you the prophecy of a small 
boy who saves the kingdom from 
the evil Dark Lord. Pennies drop, 
mists clear, and you realise you are 
the Viking saviour destined to 
search for Loki and rid the world of 
his evil presence. 

Controlling Brian is simple; 
move the joystick left or right and 
he walks, push up and he jumps. 


@ Extra strength is 
cheap in this shop 


You still control him when leaping 
and can land on roofs, platforms 
and (whoops!) monsters. 

There are lots of monsters in 
Prophecy and they're difficult to 
avoid. Most you deal with at close 
range using your sword, but others 
require long-distance bashing with 
weapons you buy on the way. You 
can use bombs, bolases, _fire- 
sprites and lightning stuns to kill 
difficult monsters, but for really 
hectic moments, nothing beats a 

smart bomb which kills all the 
gribblies on screen. Use 
the spacebar to cycle 
through the weapons 
M™ you possess and pull 
=| down on the joystick 
to trigger them. 
Pressing return in 
front of a weapons 
shop opens the door 
and takes you into a 
dark room where a 
strange shopkeeper 
shows you the goods. 
Point to your chosen item, press 
fire and a small hobgoblin pushes 
it off the shelf. 

If you have enough money and 
the shop sells them, you can buy 
shields, invisibility cloaks, and 
magic boots that make you run 
faster or fly. Occasionally you can 
buy extra lives or strength and it's 
wise to do this whenever possible. 


WIRED £19.99 


@ Prophecy , the:new 
cutesy game from 
Wired, is an epic 
battle of good against 
evil. You’re the long 
awaited Viking hero 
came to save the 
world from the Dark 
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After battling your way past jumping 
toadstools, buzzing flies and spit- 
ting flowers, you're confronted by 
one of eight super-nasties. These 
are friends of the Dark Lord, and 
need some skillful stomping before 
you can progress to the next stage. 
After 16 different magic lands you 
finally meet Loki himself and you 
need all your wits about you if 
you're to trash him too. 


EFFECTS 

Prophecy begins enchantingly with 
a long illustrated intro story which, 
thankfully, you can skip with the 
fire button if you've seen it all 
before. Tne main game contains 
interesting creatures, but sadly on 
a fairly standard Wonderboy+type 
background. 

Brian is wellanimated, com- 
plete with comic quizzical expres- 
sions as he tumbles head over 
heels down long drops. A few 
scenes, such as the bottom of the 
well, feature background animation 
which add atmosphere to an other- 
wise mundane game. 

Sound effects consist of 
squeaks and whistles, reinforcing 
the arcade-cutesy style graphics. 
The in-game tunes are catchy and 
you soon find yourself humming 
along, though humming arcade dit- 
ties is seriously bad for your 
street-cred. 


@ Smashing snapdragons 
requires face-to-face fighting 


@ Beware of the dangerous 
magic mushrooms which trip 
you up as they grow 


VERDICT 
The major problem with Prophecy 
is the complete lack of originality 
in the game's design. It bears too 
many resemblances to other plat- 
form games, notably Wonderboy 
in Monsterland, right down to the 
shops, weapons and money drop- 
ping from clouds. The music and 
programming of the game show 
definite talent and it’s a shame that 
it wasn't used in a better scenario. 
Prophecy is an enjoyable way 
to waste a few hours when you're 
babysitting for next door’s five- 
year-old, but buy it with the money 
his parents pay you, don’t spend 
your own. 
NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 

INSTANT APPEAL 6 
LONG TERM INTEREST 5 


OVERALL 67% 


F EEE 
@ Down the dee k 
a grisly fate-awaits-those 
who falk:too far, :too:fast 
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PHOTON STORM 

A classic space shoot-em-up from the master of addictive arcade classics — 
action, colour, excitement and mind boggling destruction make Photon 
Storm the definitive example of manic alien encounter. Patrolling outer 
space a desperate command suddenly orders you on a mission to seek an 
alien Battlestar, menacingly forming in a remote universe. Quickly you 

turn to your scanner and head-up display, desperate to locate the 
Stargates that will allow you to enter the time warp zones and speed 

across the galaxies. Instantaneously your attention is drawn to your 

lazer systems — their awesome power is immediately required — the 
Battlestar has released fleets of space fighters to halt your progress and 
return with the plutonium vital to its progress. If your skill lets you down or 
your nerve fails you in your encounter with the collisions, minetraps‘and 
fireballs released by the alien fighters, the Battlestar will grow in strength; 
activate and unleash hordes of reeking Ferrets that will not only bring to’an 
end your mission, but the future of mankind as well. On with the navigator, out 
with the blasters and give those homicidal, psychopathic aliens pure hell!! 


ATARI ST - AMIGA 


Screen shots from various systems. 


REACH OUT FOR THE POWER OF ARC 
ATARI ST:CBM AMIGA-IBM PC. 


ARC. P.O. Box 555. Slo 


LEISURE cheating 


GHOULS ’N’ 
GHOSTS 


US GOLD 


This month we print level two of US 
Gold’s famous arcade conversion. The 
sequence shows all the monsters you 
come up against, gives advance warn- 
ing of what to look out for, and shows 
you how to avoid an untimely end 


Climb over the 
tree stump and 
blast the beasts 


Balls 
circle 
Wait f 
then 


This month we have seven magnificent pages 


stuffed full of gamebusting maps, cheats and 
hints. Mark Higham shows how Delboy can 


THUNDE 
US Gold 
When the digitised picture of a helicopter 
appears, type in CRASH. The screen flashes to 
show that the cheat mode is active. Now hit 
UNDO to skip through the levels. 


Activision 
In STF 11 we showed how to work through the 
missions in Fighter Bomber. Now Michael 
Duckfield from Oakham has discovered an 
easier method. Just type BUCKAROO as the 
pilot's name and all 16 missions are available on 
the options page. 


Activision 
Pause the game during play and type 
THUNDERBLADE. The following keys now give 
you extra bonuses: 

G - extra missiles 

T - reduces missiles 

< — previous stage 

>-—next stage 

N - extra lives 


62 ST FORMA) 


get you into the high-score 
table and Anne Frank can 
help you out of a tight spot 


Dinamic 

Jamie Rogers from Altringham has been putting 
all his efforts into battling through the two levels. 
He’s now discovered the access code to part ll. 
Use 101069 (101039 on some versions) to 
progress. Trying out this cheat in the FORMAT 
office, we also came up with a couple of our 
own. To gain immunity in part |, press Alt D and 1 
together. In part two press Alt J and 1. 


Grandslam 


Another tip from Jamie Roberts is going to 
help you scream straight through this 
arcade adventure. On the title screen, type 
YICKE YACKE H:HNERKACKE. Press the left 
shift key and then 1. Let go of 1 then let go 
of Shift. The flashing line “Press Space to 
Start” should turn blue. With the cheat acti- 
vated, you can press F1-F5 for weapons, 1-7 
for levels, G for more gold and F10 to turn 
the power jump on or off. 


Empire 
Forget the encroaching water and plumb new 
depths of chicanery by entering codes to reach 
the later levels. Try these for size, courtesy of 
J. Thorpe from Cambs: OOZE WILD BLOB 
GRIP DOCK BALL. 


Logotron 
Type SPAM in the credits section and the game 
begins. You now have infinite lives and there's 
no need to use colour-coded keys to move into 
locked lifts. Set is located through the blue 
locked lift. ; care 

“7 : 
Activision 
When you're asked for the second disk, press 
the Help key, then M, then the Up cursor key 
(Help me up). 

During the game the function keys perform 
various tasks. The first two keys disable 
collision detection, F5 makes you invincible, F6 
makes you invulnerable to lasers, F7 gives 
infinite credits and F8 enables you to play with 
another person using the mouse. 
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LEISURE cheating 


Watch out for 
the wasps 


Watch out for Open the magic Leap quickly 
the stars 

thrown from 

the gargoyles 


Beware of these The end of 
deadly eyeballs level monster & 
hops back 
and forth over 
your head 


CHAOS STRIKES BACK 


Mirrorsoft 


LEVEL FOUR - THE DRAGON’S LAIRS 

This level is swarming with dragons. In the large cavern made up of 

imaginary walls, there can be up to eight dragons waiting to cause you aoeee | 
trouble. Deal with them one at a time. You reach the dragon’s den from the 

long passage behind the door of Ku. All the doors can be blown away with 

fireballs. There are five dragons to begin with and they’re invincible. Use 

the power towers to open the secret passage which leads to the corbum 

pillar. 

Two exits from the dragon room under the demon director level allow 
you either back up to the demon director level (in the black flame room) or 
down to the start level in “Supplies for the quick.” The middle of the map 
contains the entrance to the way of Neta which requires the turquoise key. 
Use the magic field to teleport a skeleton through the door. Kill it using 
rocks and lightning bolts. If you show a poison dart to the eye, it closes the 
pit in the demon director which gives access to the way of Ros. In the 
secret room (facing north) the left-hand field teleports you to the maze area 
containing the jawa with the square key and the right-hand field teleports 
you to the room with the flying scroll. 


LEVEL SIX - SLIMES AND POISON 
This is the most frustrating level. Use iron keys or lockpicks to deactivate 
the field round the junction of the ways. In the area containing the flying 
scroll, walk north destroying everything in your path to reach the other side. 

In the cone room, get to the vorpal blade and try to take it out. As you 
pick it up, huge fireballs fly between the magic fields. A single fireball is 
usually fatal to your entire party. The easy way out is through the secret 
passage which opens when you take the blade. Unfortunately it only stays 
open for a short time. Make sure the area is clear of monsters, especially 
the Rives (the invisible claws). Each time you pick up the blade it opens 
the passage. 

In the area where you prove you're a 
wizard, use ZOKATHRA and hold it to the 
eye. At the bridge, press the button and 
walk to the square where the BRIDGE 
message appears. This teleports you to 
the next part. The map shows which 
button in the alcove opens which wall. 
Two green buttons are presented, press 
A and a winged key opens the secret 
passage. 


Pressure Pad 
Magic Field 

Pit 

Stairs Up 
Stairs Down 
Key/coin/object 
Button 
Launcher 


we+<¢+>?8:xX0 
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«DUST. 
COVERS 


«DUST. 
COVERS 


When youre talking 
COMPUTERS 


DUST 
COVERS 


Tailored in soft grey nylon fabric that has been treated with an 
anti-static inhibitor. Attractively finished with royal blue piping. 
Can be washed and ironed without fading or cracking. 


BBD Professional Dust Covers are not expensive 
and all our prices include VAT and P&P. 


talk to Microsnips 


In fact, whatever your needs, 
we have over 3,600 different 
computers and accessories in stock 
—all backed by the knowledgeable, 
highly professional service that has 
made us one of the most respected 


computer dealers in Britain. 

So whether you're looking 
for hardware, software or just 
some expert free advice, consult 
the Computer specialists. 

Tall to Microsnips. ATARI 520 & 1040 COVER SETS 


Comprising covers for the keyboard, the monitor and the mouse. 
Colour Sets £10.50 MonoSets £10.00 


CABLES 


ST Replacement Mouse Lead £5.99 
520 STFM-Philips 8833/8852 Scart £11.95 
13-Pin Din to Open End Lead £5.95 
ST/Centronics Printer Lead £8.95 INDIVIDUAL ATARI COVERS 
13-Pin Din Plug to 2 x Phono Plugs (2m) ; £5.95 1040 STF Keyboard . 1029 Printer... 
ST to Both Colour and Mono Monitors (allows simultaneous 520 STFM Keyboard SF 354 Disc Drive. 
connection) £21.95 SF 314 Disc Drive. 
ST to NEC Multisync/Taxan 770 + Monitor 9-Way D Plug to 4050 Disc Drive 
13-Pin Din Plug via Switch Box (3 display modes) £23.95 SH 804 Hard Dri 
4 Player Joystick Adaptor £4.95 XC 12 Data Recorde: 
Joystick/Mouse Extension Leads £5.95 
Disk Drive Extension Cable £13.95 he < 
Disk Drive — Shugart sae £28.95 In addition to the above, BBD offer a wide range of other 
MONITORS covers. These include printers from only £5.50. 
Philips 8833 Med Res Colour £249.00 All our covers are unconditionally Guaranteed 
Atari High Res Mono MRP £149.95 £129.00 f 
PRINTERS EN BBD DUST COVERS =m 
Star LC 24/10 MRP £459.00 £299.00 =a 
Panasonic KX-P1124 MRP £459.00 £299.95 The Standish Centre, Cross Street, 
Star LC-10 Mono MRP £239.00 £189.95 Standish, Wigan WN6 0HQ 
Star LC-10 Colour MRP £299.00 £219.95 Telephone: 0257 425839 (Ext. 35) Fax: 0257 423909 
Panasonic KXP 1081 MRP £199.00 £169.95 
ACCESSORIES & CONSUMABLES DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
10 TDK 32” DSDD MRP £29.95 (World's Best) £14.50 
25 Bulk Certified Error Free 3/2” DSDD Disks £19.99 
Lockable Anti-Static Box (holds 40 34%” Disks) £6.95 
50 3%" Disk Labels and Disk Box £3.99 
Atari ST Mouse Controller £24.95 
Spongy Mouse Mat £5.95 
New Kempston ST Mouse £29.95 
1040/520 ST Dust Cover £6.95 
RR. Back-up Device ST £49.00 
Panasonic 1081 Ribbon £3.95 
Star NL-10 Ribbon 2 for £8.00 
Star LC-10 Mono Ribbon 2 for £8.00 
Star LC-10 Colour Ribbon £7.95 
DRIVES 
Cumana 1 mg 31” Drive With PSU £95.00 é Easy Draw | 
Q-Tec 1 mg 31" Drive Inc. PSU £79.95 WP OTE eel Easy Draw | 
Cumana 32/5 4” Dual Drive Inc. PSU-STM Only £199.95 Deakins’ 4 £1 Flair Paint Il... 


COMPUTERS 

New ST Discovery Pack Inc. Tutorial STOS Games Creator 
+ 4 Games 

520STE 

1040STE 


GFA Dratt Plus 
GFA Raytrace 
Mastersoun 
Quartet ..... 


Replay 4 -- : 
Replay Professional 


K-Word 2 
Protext ... 
Timeworks DTP 
Mega Paint MN (compat. with above) .. 
Word Perfect 
4st Word Plus -- 


£299.00 
£399.00 
£499.00 


OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS NOTE 
Postgiro International accepted. NOT 
Postbank Postcheque. Books not taxable — 
Europe add £5. Non Europe add £10. We 
reserve the right to charge carriage at cost. 


UK POSTAGE AND PACKING. Items under 
€50 add £2. Items under £100 add £5. Items over 
€100 add £10 for Group 4 Courier ensuring 
delivery the day after the despatch. Overseas 
customers (Europe): Full price shown will cover 
carriage and free tax. Non Europe add 5% to total 


rnc 051-630 3013 To orpeR YEE 


or for FREE CATALOGUE 


(Satellite catalogue also available) 


Answerphone 6.00 p.m. — 9.00 a.m. 


Making 


37 SEAVIEW ROAD, WALLASEY, MERSEYSIDE L45 4QN 
051-630 3013 051-6305396 051-691 2008 


FAX: 051-639 2714 
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Personal Callers Welcomed 


Sonix .. 
STOS .. 


Se LANGUAGES 4] 


Devpac 2. : 

Hisoft Basic - 
K-Seka Assembler 
Lattice C V5 «+ 


Word Writer ..- 


BUSINES S$: 
Data Manager Pro. 
Home Accounts 
K-Data - 
K-Spread 
K-Spread 2 .. 
K-Spread 3 . 
Spread 4 «. 
Nan Office Spreadsheet 
Prodata 
Superbase P. sonal .. 


FINANG 3 
sae £30.00 
£21.5° 
£35.50 
. £18.70 
, £43.19 
, £62.90 
. £89.90 
£55.29 Fyn Schol 2 (please state age) Oss 
ve £42.09 Discover Alphabet rer" ae 
Discover Numbers eos 
Micro English a 
Micro Maths ‘ 


ALL PRICES INC VAT & 1ST CLASS POST! 


cueques.o. 1: STONE MAILSOFT (DEPT ST1). 
46 CHANTRY MEADOWS, ALPHINGTON, EXETER, DEVON EX2 8FR 


(For Recorded Delivery please add £1.50) All prices correct & available at time of going to press. E.&0.E. 


p platform 
flames, leap x 
iddle one and. 


FIRE AND BRIMSTONE 


2: stale | 


ey the 


ball =~ 


MICROPROSE 


(LEVEL 3) The game is played as a series of 15 static 
screens: numbers correspond to the screen being played 


“38 ma gta 
Eh EN ota 


icating 


MICKEY MOUSE 
Gremlin 
Type in 61315688 when playing and a 
flickering line appears in the border. Now hit F2 
to open a door to a subgame. F3 starts a fight 
between you and the witch and F4 refuels your 
water pistol. 


FLYING SHARK 
US Gold 
On the high-score table enter HSC to gain 
infinite lives, or type KDJ to be instantly 
invincible. When you enter the last letter of 
these cheats, hold down the 5 key on the 
keypad. 
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*) key. Blast the 
orange frogs 


ithe orange thin: 
into life. reat 


e the lévelis infested 


racers 


drops,centipedes 


DEFENDER OF THE 
CROWN 


Mirrorsoft 
Defender is one of the best role-playing games 
around. The graphics are superb and despite 
frequent disk accesses, the game is still 
absorbing. Now. James Beswick has come up 
with the ultimate step-by-step solution. 
1. Choose Sir Geoffrey Longsword to start and 
make sure your home castle is in Clwyd (the 
cyan coloured area). 
2. Transfer all seven men from the garrison*into 
the army and then conquer Gloucester. 
3. Buy one catapult and seven soldiers and on 
your next move buy an additional ten soldiers. 


(15. The.end.of-Jevel m 


LEISURE cheating 


9. Don’t get caught 
“on ook. 
fast because - 
blue globes-keep 
ifig in two =" 


ster 
Spits red globes at you: 


jatch out. for the rolli 
‘by stangg ont rm 
' i i me 


4. Go back to your home castle in Clwyd and 
transfer nine soldiers and one catapult from the 
garrison and into the army. 

5. Conquer Dorset. In the following move 
conquer Cornwall by catapulting four boulders 
through the wall and throwing three Greek fires 
over it to kill the remaining army. Don’t worry if 
other territories start taking your land — they 
can be conquered later. 

6. Buy as many soldiers as possible. 

7. Move back home via Dorset and Gloucester 
and transfer soldiers into your army. Leave 45- 
50 soldiers in the garrison. 

8. Conquer Buckingham by making four or five 
holes in their castle wall, throw two Greek fires 
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> 


SEND SAE OR RING FOR OUR FREE lee yee 
20983 - 756056 335° 


Woodstock House, 14 Lanes End, Totland, |.0.W PO39 OAL 


MT Sortware 


PUBLIC DOMAIN, 
LICENCEWARE, 
SHAREWARE FOR 


Access 


oc 


ATARI ST/STE 


COLOUR GAMES 


G106 -Die Alien Blob - Shoot 
Out (game of the month) 

G044 -Flight Simulator 

G101 -League Soccer (DS) 

G102 - ST-umped - Cricket 

G049 -Tennis Simulation 

G086 -1st Serve Tennis 

G103 -Top of the Pops 

G104 -Bermuda Race 2 

G105 - Joke Selection 

G100 -Slalom, Galactic Ranger, 
Widow maker 

G114 -Skidpan - Racing 

G116 -Chunnel - French Tutor 
Game 

G072 -Bumper Jack 

G056 -Empire Builder, 
Jumpster, Lost Treasure 

G045 -England Team Manager 

G019 -ST-Vegas 

G011 -Give Us a Break 

G039 -Heads and Hammers 

G043 -Treasure Search 

G079 -Monkeys + Balloons, 
Spectral Sorcery, 
Racing. 

G070 -Space Baller, System 5 

G061 -Stocks and Bonds 

GO71 -Rush 

G081 -Money Run, Atari Wars, 
Wall War, Twisty 

G040 -Bunny Hunt (not STE) 

G018 -Floyd the Droid 

G001 -Pacman, Laserchess, 
Windball, Royale 

G002 -Strip Breakout 

G020 -Lunar Lander, Spacewar 

G031 -Megaroids, Star Battle, 
Time Bandit 

G017 -Cribbage, Minigolf, 
Pickpocket, Quiz 

G077 -Motorbike, Blackjack, 
Patience 

G003 -Azarian, Bridge, Baller 

G007 -Cubemaze 

G027 -Backgammon, Yahtzee, 
Stone Age Deluxe 

G033 -Cube World 

G042 -Rebus, Blockade 

G050 -Cheats Disk 

G058 -Dungeon Master Levels 

G059 -Horoscope 

G068 -Ayatolla 

G069 -Upstart 

G082 -Yahtzy 

G083 -Companion 

G010 -ST Invaders, Barnyard, 
Happy 4, Star Trek 

G074 -Tunnel Vision, Patience 

G109 -Fruit Machine Simulator 
(not STE) 

G110 -Company (not STE) 

G111 -Masterbreak, 
Battleships, Escape 

G112 -Slider 

G099 -Addiction 


G087 -Tark 

G085 -Snatch + Crunch 

G084 -Elven Crystals 

G095 -AGT Companion Disk 

G096 -Dudleys Dilemma 

G078 -Time Adventure 

G054 -Tombs of Death 

G055 -HERO- Dungeons and 
Dragons 

G057 -DDST-Dungeons and 
Dragons (SH) 

G052 -Invasion 

G053 -Assassin 

G075 -Nethack (DS) (1 meg) 

G038 -Wizards Tower 

G040 -Asylum 

G037 -Under Berkwood 


G069 -Napoleon 

G097 -Hi Tec Trivia, 
Chordmaster (not STE) 

G014 -Anduril, Runners 
Revenge 

G021 -Pacman, Puzzle 

G029 -Space Invaders, Chess, 
Arkanoid 

G062 -Arkanoid Construction 
Kit 

G063 -Around the World in 80 
Days 

G064 -El Bozo, Sherlock, 
Squixx, Happy 4 

G067 -Pentimo 

G076 -Shanghai 


G09 -Spelling Made Easy 
(not STE) 

G016 -Maths Made Easy 
(not STE) 

G080 -Speller (not STE) 

G022 -Kidpotato, Kids ABC, 
Kidsketch, Kidstory 

G023 -Kidsong, Numeric Go 
Round, Kidpublisher, No 
Maze 

G041 -Kidmusic, Kidpiano, 
Kidgraph, Kidgridz 

G036 -History File (3 disks) 

G094 -Colouring Book 

G098 -Shipwrecked - Maths, 
Hangman 


EDUCATION PACK 1 
5 DISKS ONLY £10.99 
Lots of educational program 
for the youngster. Includes 
Kidpotato, KidsABC, 
Kidsketch, Kidstory, Kidsong, 
Numeric Go Round, 
Kidpublisher, Number Maze, 
Kidmusic, Kidpiano, Kidgraph, 
Kidgrid 2, Colouring Book, 
Shipwrecked, Hangman 


EDUCATION PACK 2 
11 DISKS ONLY £21.99 
(NOT STE) A bumper 
education pack that includes 
all the disks shown in the 
education section: G09, 
G016, GO80, G022, G023, 
G041, G036, G094, GO98 


MUSIC + M 


M007 -16 voice sequencer by 
Henry Cosh 

M013 -Yamaha PSS Voice Editor 

M009 -TX812 Voice Editor 

M010 -FBO1 Voice Editor 

M008 -MT32 Editor (Demo) 

M003 -Casio CZ Ed/librarian 

M005 -CZ Voices + Librarian 

M029 -Kawai K1 Ed/Librarin 

M027 -Music Studio Player 

M028 -50 New Quartet Sounds 

M014 -Midi Channel Scope 
(mono) 

M017 -DSO Librarian 

M015 -Synth 50 

M016 -Composer 

M018 -Sampled Sounds + 
Player 


FOR EVERY 3 DISKS YOU BUY, YOU MAY CHOOSE 
ANOTHER DISK ABSOLUTELY FREE 


U009 -1st Base- Database 

U012 -DB Master - Database 

U013 -Datahandler - Database 

U036 -Card ST-Database 

U039 -WG Data - Database 

U072 -TCOS-Graphical Database 

WP01 -ST Writer Elite 

WPO02 -Mailmerge, Spellchecker, 

Word Counter 

U017 -Home Accounts 

B031 -Electronic Bank 
Statement 

U030 -ST Sheet- Spreadsheet 

U078 -Sheet V2-Spreadsheet 
(DS) 

U034 ponte Sentry Accounts 

H 


U041 -Typing Tutor 

U082 -Typing Tutor 

U040 -Inventory Pro 

U042 -Opus 2000 - 
Spreadsheet (DS) (SH) 

U056-Word 400 

U070-Address Book 

U090-FiloFact (SH) 

U089-Zapcard, Typist, Banker 


EASY TEXT PLUS 
A fully featured desktop 
publishing package that 
produces stunning results on 9 
pin, 24 pin and laser printers. 


ONLY £19.99 
RING FOR DETAILS 


U19 -MONO EMULATOR. Run 
mono programs on 
colour TV/monitor. 

U79 -COLOUR EMULATOR. Run 
Colour programs on 
mono monitor 


ART + GRAPHICS 


A001 -Pallette Master 

A002 -Artist (mono) 

A003 -Master Painter 

A005 -Public Painter 

A009 -Vangogh, Studio 2 

A010 -Pubishing Partner Fonts 

A012 -Pearle-3D Raytracing 

A013 -Printmaster Library Disk 

A019 -Easytext + Demo 

A020 -Fractal Zoom 

A021 -Simple Draw 

A022 -Electrical Planning (mono) 

A023 -Movie Constructor/Face 
animator (mono) 

A024 -ANI-ST 

A026 -Doodle 

A029 -Flexidump Demo 

A030 -JIL CAD (mono) 

A031 -ST CAD 

A032 -Hyper-Text 

A033 -Canvas, GFA Raytrace - 
useable demos 

A034 -Animate 

A036 -Picture Converters 

A037 -Calamus fonts 

WPO7 -Script Fonts 

A008 -Degas Accessories 


Disk Copiers/ Formatters, 
Virus Detectors/Killers, 
Desk Accessories 
Superboot Utilities 
AND MUCH MUCH MORE 


SONY BLANK DISKS MITSUBISHI 


@ Highest Quality @ Double Sided Double Density @ 


We have many disks of clip art 
for use with all DTP packages 


CLIP ART PACK 
6 DISKS FOR ONLY £16.99 
5 Double Sided Disks full of 
Clip Art + 1 disk full of format 
converters. Ideal for 
ALL DTP packages. 

@ Animals @ Office @ Sport @ 
Flags @ Maps @ Fonts @ Food 
@ Christmas @ Trademarks 
@ and lots lots more 


PROGRAMMING 


P034 -STOS Tutorial 

P030 -STOS Example Programs 

P022 -STOS STE Upgrade 

PO08 -C Tutorial (3 disks) 

P017 -C Programs 

P019 -Sozobon C 

P0220 -C Compiler 

P015 -68000 Assembler 

P012 -Disassembler, Tiny Basic, 
C Compiler 

PO00 -TOS 2 - Old Op. System 

P001 -ST Basic Programs 

PO11 -ST Basic 

POO3 -GFA Basic Programs 

P028 -Fast Basic Programs 

P014 -Gem Information 

P021 -Pascal Compiler 

P025 -Pascal Programs 

P026 -Pascal Information 

PO05 -Adventure Writing 
System 

PO31 -Small Talk 

P032 -ST Icon V6.3 

P027 -Modulo 2 (2 disks) 

P004 -Forth 83 

POO7 -Forth 


C PROGRAMMERS PACK 
6 DISKS ONLY £16.99 
Complete package for 

anybody learning C. 
Comprises Sozobon C (fully 
configured and ready to use) 

+ 4 disk tutorial. Ideal if you 
are following the series 

in ST Format 


SPECIAL INTERESTS 


U033 -Football Pools Prediction 

U074 -Speech Synthesis 

U068 -Geneology (shareware) 

U083 -Neugen-Geneology 
(shareware) 

U075 -Film file- lots of info 

U065 -Planets - guided tour 

U045 -Planetarium 

U084 -Amateur Astronomers 
Guide to the Night Sky 

U053 -Orbit-Satellite Tracking 

U060 -Welcome to Chemistry 

U064 -Chemistry 

U081 -Patcard-Knitting Patterns 

U054 -Assistant Chef 

U043 -Starnet, Mini BBS 

U048 -Citadel BBS (DS) 

C008 -Vanterm - 
Communications 

C003 -Packet/RTTY System 

C004 -Morse Tutor 

C011 -PK232 Fax 


STE DEMONSTRATIONS 


D074 - STE Atari France 
D069 -STE - Sound Off 
D065 -Movie STE 

D066 -Boing STE (1 meg) 
Do67 -Fantasia (1 meg) 
D068 -3D Scroller (1 meg) 
D084 -ACID (1 meg) 


PRODUCT DEMOS 


DO41 -Flair Paint 

D036 -Calamus (DS) (1 meg) 
D015 -Autoroute 

DO77 -Personal Finance Manager 
D012 -Superbase Personal 

DO58 -Funschool 2 (2 DISKS) 
D012 -STOS Demo 

D024 -K Spread 2 

D030 -Space Ace 


GENERAL DEMOS 


DB20 -Mindbomb 
D056 -Predator 

D054 -Robocop (2 disks) 
D038 -Union Demo 
DO71 -Selver Demo 
DO75 -Elvira Demo 
DO73 -Star Wars 

DO57 -Snowman Demo 
D052 -Hard Driving 
D016 -Spitting Image 

+ MUCH MUCH MORE 


B1 - Damanoid 
B2 -Football 88 
-Blitz Ill 
-Othello 
-Pro-Darts 
-Dr Boris 
-Ballzone 
-Speculator 
-Tycoon 
B10 -Moneyspinner 
B11 -Maelstrom 
B12 -Ace Invaders 
B13 -Zenith 
B14 -Goldrush 
B15 -Perils of Penfold 
B16 -Word Puzzle Generator 
B17 -Make A Break 
B18 -Parabellum 
B19 -Tri-Heli + Cosmoss 
B20 -Operation Angelica 
B21 -Impulse 
B22 -Bandit 
B23 -Space Blob 
B24 -Slippery Sid 
B25 -Scary 
B26 -Subhunt + Sea Fisherman 
B27 -Death Camp 
B28 -Psycotic 
BQ9 -Carrier Attack 
B30 -Quest for Galaxia 
B32 - Runaway 
B33 -Sprite Master 
B34 -Safe as Houses (Monopoly) 
B35 -Crystal Caverns 
B36 -Dogfight, Lightcircles 
B37 -Mr Dig, Tank Battle 
B38 -Inferno 
B39 -Onyx 
B40 -Crosswords 
B41 -Exodus 
B4Q -Dizzy Lizzy 
B43 -Bounty Hunter 
B44 -Exterminate 
ORDER OUR FREE CATALOGUE 
FOR FULL DETAILS 


MT SOFTWARE 7 0983-756056 


The above illustrates a small selection from our catalogue. 
Many of the disks are also available as double sided 


135 TPI @ Protective Wallets @ Labels @ 
100% Error Free @ 


10 DISKS-£6.99. 25 DISKS-£15.99, 
50-DISKS-£29.99. * * 100 DISKS-£54.99% * 
Prices include Packing +1st Class Post 


BUY A BOOK AND CLAIM A FREE DISK 


compilations - please see our catalogue or ring for details. 
CODES ARE AS FOLLOWS:- 
DS - Double Sided Disk SH -Shareware 
1 MEG -1 meg of memory required 
MONO -High resolution NOT STE-Not STE compatible 
SINGLE SIDED DISKS £3.00 
DOUBLE SIDED COMPILATIONS £3.50 
PLUS ONE FREE WITH EVERY THREE 
(Immediate despatch by 1st Class Post included) 
Overseas - Europe - add 5%, Rest of world add 10% 
Help and Advice always available 


G015 -King Text Adventure 

G006 -Darkness is Forever 

G012 -Colossal Cave 
Adventure 

G004 -Doppyworld, Coxleys 
House, Dark Pearl 

G034 -HACK - the original 
version 

G035 -Eamon - Fantasy Role 
playing 


M021 - Music Writer (mono) 

M022 -Piano 

M023 -Stacatto 

D014 -EZ-Track demo 

D018 -Steinberg Pro 24 demo 
(mono) 

D029 -Quartet + Replay Prof 
Demo 

D062 -Mastersound Demo 
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> over it, and battle it out with their soldiers. 
9. Buy as many soldiers as possible. 
10. Move back home to Clwyd via Gloucester 
and transfer 50 soldiers to your army. 
11. Conquer Cambridge and then take Norfolk. 
Defeat Norfolk by knocking four or five holes in 
the wall and throwing two greek fires over it. 
Now start battling. 


You should now have completed the game. If 
you don't want to cheat then here’s a few tips 
that might help: 

Battle: always click on “Soldiers Fight” to battle 
unless you have Knights. In this case click on 
“Knights Charge.” 

Jousts: never hold a joust, they cost five 
pieces of gold and you rarely win. 

Raids: always raid immediately after an enemy 
has attacked you — their cash flow is much 


greater then. 

Upgrade your computer to 2.5 MBytes so 
that the entire game can be loaded into 
memory in one go. 

Lloyd Burley from County Durham has 
discovered that you get a host of new armies 
by holding down K while the second disk is 
loaded. 


THE UNTOUCHABLES 
Ocean 
Pause the game and enter the following 
passwords: 
Level 1-2 - BRIDGE ROLLS 
Level 2-3 - MAC NALLEY 
Level 3-4 - KID ZAPPING 
Level 4-5 — A NIT IN TIME 
Thanks to Kirren Craske from London for 
unearthing this one. 


TIME 


Last month's solution to Time took us as 

far as the Merlin period. This month we 
continue where we left off. To visit Merlin, 
move across the river by going left and pick- 
ing up the sheep’s eye on the sacrificial altar. 
When you do this the half-crazed servant 
thanks you so much he gives you a crown. 


take you 
across the 
river because 


it's too much. To 
get change go back to the altar, place the eye 
on it, and offer the coin to the servant. He 
treats you with scorn and offers you a groat in 
exchange. You can now use this to catch the 
ferry over the river. On the opposite side is 
the entrance to the magic caves. Get the 
magic ring from the ferryman and go inside 
the caves. If you don’t use the ring, you go in 
circles. There are two sets of three caves. Use 


the ring in cave two of the first set and cave 
six of the second. Eventually you're given 
access to Merlin’s cave. Merlin then spouts a 
load of bad rhyme. Some of it may be useful. 
When he’s finished he offers you a globe. 
Take it and he lets you know that the only way 
to answer game riddles is to discharge the 
power of the globe against the young android 
(the protomek in location 1b). 


Time solution continued on page 75 
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LEISURE cheating 


IMPOSSAMOLE 
Gremlin 

Tony Bones from Herts has discovered the 
first cheats to Gremlin’s big game. On the high- 
score table type the following passwords: 
HEINZ — gives you three full power bars 
LUMBAJAK — provides a double-length energy bar 
ANNFRANK -— tops up low energy 
OOCHOUCH - enables you to walk on water 
COMMANDO - extends time limit on weapons 
JUGGLERS - just try this one and see! 


ROBOCOP 
Ocean 

Type BEST-KEPT-SECRET after pausing and you 
get infinite energy. Thanks to Alex Phipps from 
Plymouth for this one! Alternatively, follow the 
advice of Matthew Barson from Surrey and 
hold down the UNDO, HELP and Backspace 
keys while typing in “alexmurphy.” Now hit the 
left mouse button for extra energy. 


LED STORM 
US Gold 
Be incredibly forthright and type DAVID 
BROADHURST WANTS TO CHEAT for infinite 
lives, Thanks to Andrew Ashmore for this one. 


DOUBLE DRAGON 
Virgin Mastertronic 
Start a two-player game and hold down the fire 
buttons on both joysticks. Now keep hitting 
ESC until the credits go crazy and you get 
infinite lives. 


PLATOON 

Ocean 
Passwords to this bloody challenge have been 
discovered by Andrew Ashmore from Newark. 
On the title screen type HAMBURGER HILL. 
During the game press F2 to use explosives, F3 
to go directly to the bridge, F4 to find the 
village and F5 for immunity. 


STRIDER 
US Gold 
Play the game as usual then press F9 to pause. 
Now hold down the Help key with the left shift 
key and the 1 key. Release the keys and 
unpause the game with F10. 

By hitting keys 1,2,3,4,5 you can skip 
through the different levels. Hitting the first four 
function keys takes you to different points of 
the level, including the really nasty end-of-level 
bad guys. Unfortunately this useful tip doesn’t 
give you infinite lives. Many thanks go to 
Strider-addict Christopher Smith from London 
for this one. 


CRACKDOWN 
US Gold 
Type SMURF and then hit Fl and F2 to give 
unlimited lives to your two characters. 


FORGOTTEN WORLDS 
US Gold 

After hours of play, Craig Groves from the 
West Midlands has discovered this cheat to the 
famous shoot-em-up. On the title screen hold 
down the Shift key and type ARC. Now release 
the Shift key and hit Help to start the game. 
Press S during play to venture into the shop 
and N to advance to the next level. 
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TREBLE... 


A STUNNINGLY REALISTIC 
FOOTBALL STRATEGY GAME 
pa 


TREBLE CHAMPIONS - 
Can YOU Win the League Chainpionship, 
The FA. Cup and the League Cup? 


An Amazing range of Realistic Features 
and Superb Gameplay combine to create 
all the Tension, Drama and Excitement 
of Football Management as you 
compete for Soccer Glory and — 
THE TREBLE. 


AN OUTSTANDING RANGE OF FEATURES 


® 4 Divisions of 20 Teams 

®@ Non-League Division of 20 Teams 

© Full Home and Away League Programme — 
38 Matches 

© Results of ALL games for ALL 5 Divisions 

© League tables for ALL 5 Divisions 

© FA. Cup including Non-League Teams 

© League Cup (Ist, 2nd Round and Semi- 
Final over 2 Legs) 

@ Promotions and Relegations 

© Only 1 Team Promoted from Non-League 
Division 

© Squad of 20 Players and Reserves 

© Squad of 15 Players for ALL Other Teams 

© Details of over 1500 Players 

© Transfer Market ~ Offer for any Player in 
any Division 

© Transfer Deadline 

Long and Short Term Injuries 


© Time management System - limited time 
for Club management each week 

© 2 In-Match Substitutes 

© Opposition use Substitutes 

© Fitness Training — Keep your Squad at 
maximum fitness 

© Coaching — Improve the Ability of your 
younger Players and Reserves 

© Midweek Matches 

© Cup Replays 

© Penalty Shoot-Outs 

© Player Retirements 

Change Player/Team Names 

© Season ticket, Wages, Pank Loans, Interest, 
Attendance 

@ SAVE GAME 

© 3 Skill Levels 

© Start in any Division 

® PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE 


SPECTRUM SCREEN SHOTS 


ALL VERSIONS INCLUDE COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 


SPECTRUM 48/128K: Tape £9.95. Disk £13.95. COMMODORE 64/128K: Tape £9.95. 
AMSTRAD CPC 464: Tape £9.95. CPC664/6128 Disk £13.95. 


ATARI ST £19.99 OUT NOW * AMIGA £19.99 OUT NOW * 
AVAILABLE NOW FROM RETAIL OUTLETS 
AND BY MAIL ORDER FROM: 

CHALLENGE SOFTWARE, 37 Westmoor Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex, EN3 7LE. 


Please make your Cheque or Postal Order payable to 
Challenge Software and state which machine Orders outside 
UK. add £1. Add £1.50 for Air Mail outside Europe. 


081 443 1936 


CHALLENGE 
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STE UPGRADE 
CHIPS 


sTEtoimB ‘50 
sTEto2mB “150° 


stEtoamB *310° 


Easy to Install. 
Fitted in seconds! 


*We may be able to pay you £40 for your 
existing internal memory. Phone to discuss 
your requirements. 


(051) 227 24822 


Perrymere Ltd., 46 Fenwick Street, 
Liverpool L2 7NB. 


- Accessories Disk 

- More Accessories 

- General Bits | 

- Addressbook, etc 

- Secedit Disk Editor 

- 68800 Assembler, Address 
- Mailmerge use with W/P 
- $T-Writer V3.0 Elite! 

- Piccys Disk 

- More Piccys Here 

- Even More Piccys 
Senat 12 - Piccys Ill 

Senat 13 - Piccys IV 

Senat 14 - Piccys V 

Senat 15 - Larn 

Senat 16 - Chess, Monopoly etc 
Senat 17 - Hack 

Senat 18 - Blackjack, Yachtzee etc 
Senat 19 - Hanoi, Wheel-Fortune 
Senat 20 - Colossal 

Senat 21 - Azarian Firestorm etc 
Senat 22 - Eamon FRP (GFA REQD) 
Senat 23 - Database Program 
Senat 24 - ST Spreadsheet 

Senat 25 - System 2 Shell Prog 
Senat 26 - Miscellaneous Bits 
Senat 31 - Kidstuff! Disk | 

Senat 32 - Kidstuff! Disk !| 

Senat 33 - Pentimo (Mono Only!) 
Senat 34 - Shanghei (Mono Only!) 
Senat 35 - Commsi - Uniterm 
Senat 36 - Flying Birds | 

Senat 37 - Flying Birds II 

Senat 38 - ST Vegas (Very Good!) 
Senat 39 - Snooker 


Senat 
Senat 
Senat 
Senat 
Senat 
Senat 
Senat 
Senat 
Senat 
Senat 10 
Senat 11 


- Composer (1Meg D-Sided) 
- Music II 

- Jukebox + ST Speech 

- Sythsounds For Casio CZ 

- More CZ Stuff! 

- 68800 Assembler + More! 

- ST Basic Demo Progs 

- Timelink Kaleidoscope + 

- Superbase Demo 

- Barbarian Demo 

- Joust & Star Raiders Demo 
- Starwars Demo (Playable!) 
- Robot Animation 


14 OAKLEA CLOSE, OLD ROAR ROAD, ST LEONARDS ON SEA, 
EAST SUSSEX TN37 7HB TEL: 0424 753070. LOBIT ATARIAMIGA 
10 OR MORE 1.50 EACH 
STATE SS OR DSI!!! POSTAGE & 
DISKS SUPPLIED ARE DS/DD 135TPI THEREFORE D/SIDED DISKS WILL CONTAIN 
MUCH MORE THAN THAT SHOWN IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT EVEN BETTER VALUE!!! 
Senat 40 - Music 1D 
LX Piano 
Senat 42 
Senat 43 
Senat 45 
Senat 46 
Senat 48 
Senat 49 
Senat 51 
Senat 52 
Senat 54 - Palette Master Art Prog 
Senat 55 - Studio & Van Goch (1Meg) 
Senat 57 - Pearle Spherical R/Tracing 
Senat 58 - Snowman Demo (1Meg - D/Sided) 
Senat 60 - Startrek (1Meg - not STE!) 
Senat 61 - Ripper Prog + other bits 
Senat 6: ‘ools Predictor 
Senat 6 icformat VKiller + others 
Senat 67 - Animate 4 + others 
Senat 68 - Masterpaint 
Senat 74 - Compunet Software 
Senat 27 - Elementary C pt! 
Senat 29 - Elementary C pt Ill 
Senat 30 - C Compiler! 


SENLAC SOFTWARE PD F=\tsi 
A ATARI PRICES: 2-9 DISKS 1.75 EACH 
PRICE EXPLOSION PACKING INCLUDED 
PLEASE NOTE WE HAVE A MINIMUM 2 DISK ORDER! 
Senat 41 
Senat 44 
Senat 47 
Senat 50 
Senat 53 
Senat 56 - Neochrome Paint Package 
Senat 59 - BBS Host Starnet & Citadel 
Senat 62 - Pipemania Demo 
Senat 66 - Lharc GFA Basic + others 
LAST MINUTE STUFFII!! 
Senat 28 - Elementary C pt Il 
ALL THE DISK DESCRIPTIONS ASSUME SINGLE DRIVE OPERATION 


IF YOU POSES A D/SIDED DRIVE THEN PLEASE FEEL FREE TO SELECT TWO 
SENAT NUMBERS PER DISK ORDERED WE WILL COMPILE THESE ONTO YOUR DOUBLE SIDED DISKS 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR GOOD QUALITY PD SOFTWARE FOR THE ATARI AND AMIGA IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING 
THAT WE DO NOT THEN PLEASE SEND TO US AS WE OPERATE A PD EXCHANGE SERVICE 


IF YOU CANT SEE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR THEN SEND FOR 
OUR CATALOGUEl....BUT PLEASE SEND A S.A.E. (AS) PLEASE 


vy 


STARGLIDER Il 

Rainbird 
This cheat has been wrongly quoted in a host of 
other computer magazines. FORMAT comes to 
the rescue with this tried and tested tip. Pull the 
joystick back to stop the ship and press F4- 
Delete. Now enter the words “Were-on-a- 
mission-from-God1” (remember the one). If the 
cheat mode has been activated your energy 
levels should halve, but pressing K gets you all 
the extra weapons you need. 


BEVERLY HILLS COP 
Tynesoft 

Philip Currie from London has discovered a 
way to play all four games in Beverly Hills Cop 
without playing them in sequence. Click past 
the high-score table and onto the screen where 
you select a difficulty factor. Now type MELLIE 
and all levels are available. 


ARKANOID 
REVENGE OF DOH 
Ocean 
Nicholas Ward from Herts has come up with a 
solution for Arkanoid. When the game has 
loaded, wait for the title screen to appear and 
type MAGENTA. Now when you're playing just 

hit S to skip through the levels. 


DOUBLE DRAGON II 
Mastertronic 
Start a two-player game, press both the fire 
buttons and hit Escape to gain infinite credits. 


VIGILANTE 
US Gold 
Build up a high enough score to reach the high- 
score table and enter your name as POOKY IS 
MY PAL. F1 now increases your lives and F8 
takes you to the next level. 


PAC-LAND 
Grandslam 
If you push the third fire hydrant as far left as 
possible, you can pick up a new hat. This 
enables you to eat the ghost bombs which fall 
from the aeroplane. When you lose a life, your 
character loses the hat. On the third cactus 
after the break, push left. The Pac Man flashes 
indicating that you are now invincible to other 
ghosts. Unfortunately, this tip doesn’t work on 


and try to reach the Leonardo time 
machine. As you pass the 
diner, grab a curry pill. 
These are useful later in 


LEISURE cheating 


INFESTATION 


PSYGNOSIS 


This map of /nfestation’s first level comes 
from Roshan Betchoo in London who has 
some very useful advice. When killing eggs 
you don’t even need to see them. If you 
release a cyanide capsule at the right point 
you can destroy loads of pods with a 
single cannister. 

When you’re’ moving 
around, particularly in the air 
vents, it’s better to lift up 
your helmet and save 
oxygen than to 
turn off power 
to the suit and 


conserve the * ‘ in Kal Solar. Now go to the 
battery. Don’t L transporter at 50,50 (use the 
leave it off too long L G L L MMU) and enter it, following 
or you could freeze to | the direction of the arrows. 
death on the planet surface. L L ] 
ey Need visor down 
Lic 
qa, L Go right to find 
an egg and 
Ms Ll a pulsating thing 
wi L 
— [ ] | a 
. ~ 
& '—. Jo's 
2 s 
sT Ff From planet surface [Pr 


(continued from page 73) Take the 
charged globe to the protomek. Hand it to 
him and then take it back and you find he’s 
now at 20% of his full power. Now head back 


F’B] tT — 


GRATE 


cG" Lath Go right at the 


== junction to finda 
T lift pass 


Go left to finda 
service droid 


Dark room 


To reach the underground 
complex, go to the terminal at 
90,30 on the planet’s surface. 
Access the terminal and type 


the way back with the fairy boots. Thanks go to 
Joe Holmberg from Oxford for this gem. 

For the ultimate cheat try typing AVALON 
on the title screen to obtain infinite lives. 


ALTERED BEAST 
Activision 

There's a bug in some versions of Altered 
Beast, noticed by Andrew Jackson from 
Liverpool. When standing on a ledge press fire 
and keep it pressed. As the screen scrolls 
across you can slide off the edge and stay 
standing in mid-air. You can now perform any 
attacking move as long as the fire button is 
pressed. When you wish to drop down then 
jump up or walk left or right. 

To tackle the different guardians, follow this 
advice: 
Level One: ram the guardian and keep hitting 


Gents loo (location 7). 
This is a great way to 
move from one end of 
the ship to the other. Now 
go to the Leonardo time 
machine (20) where you can 
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work out the code (14521519) for the machine 
from the statues. Don’t forget to take the globe 


you must go through 
to the labs at the end of = 33> 


missing, but can be fixed if you find a 


it. You only lose energy when you're hit by its 
shots. 

Level Two: keep firing and advancing towards 
it. When you're close enough, hit fire and move 
the joystick up or down. Repeat this action for 
around 15 seconds until the guardian dies. 
Level Three: walk forward and breathe on the 
creature until it's pinned against the right-hand 
edge of the screen. Pull down so that you're in 
a sitting position and you avoid the swirling line. 
Keep repeating this action, jumping up to avoid 
the swirling line after the second pass. Keep 
jumping over it and run forward, breathing 
onthe creature until it dies. 

Level Four: walk under the creature and press 
fire as often as possible. You need to crouch on 
the floor occasionally to avoid it. Watch out 
when the creature moves to the bottom of the 
screen because you need to leap over its shot. 


Spare one. You can swap components from 
‘one panel to another — each needs a working 
battery and micro chip. The sonic screwdriver 


can be found on your travels 
and this helps to lever 
out the chips. 
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_ 


n NOW wil 
MEDIA INCORPORATING 
DIRECT rorsvousncvauumy COMPUTER 


COMPETITION DISK STORAGE | 
PRO JOYSTICKS 


IN YOUR FAVOURITE 
TEAMS 


WORLD CUP SERIES 100% CERTIFIED 
ERROR FREE 


PRICE INCLUDES 3 1/2" 80 cap (Baux) 


blll? “asctala “cca ean 


we £8.00 each 
ALL OUR DISKS 3 1/2" 150 cap (Posso) 
ARE FULLY £15.95 each 
GUARANTEED 
PUBLIC 


ABOVE DISKS ARE OF THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY MANUFACTURED BY DOMAIN 
_ MITSUBUSHI OR VERBATIM 
FOR BULK BUYERS USIC 
500 DSDD Disks 135 tpi ARR BLIGE TEMS 
700 DSDD Disks 135 tpi MUSIC DEMOS ’ 
1000 DSDD Disks 135 tpi 


HUNDREDS OF DISKS 
**&*&k& SPECIAL OFFERKkx* INSTOCK SEND FOR 
200 DSDD Disks135tpi + 2 X 100 Cap Boxes £86.95 
£1 .20 per disk 


PLEASE NOTE:- 100 CAP BOXES BOUGHT WITH DISKS £4.50 


UTILITIES, GRAPHIC 
SOFTWARE, MUSI 


10 PD DISKS IN 


SONY BULK 3 1/2" DSDD PLASTIC BOX 
DISKS AND BOXES £9.95 


PLEASE NOTE:- 
£13.75 + 100 Cap Box : P.D DISKS PRICES 
£26.50 + 100 Cap Box i INCLUDE P&P 
£38.65 + 100 Cap Box.... 
£49.95 + 100 Cap Box 


£73.50 + 100 Cap Box ACCESSORIES 


500 DSDD DISKS @ £240.00/1000 Disks @ £465.00 
Mouse Mats 


3 1/2" HIGH s@ Mats......£2.95 
DENSITY DISKS | FWP 21 eeitcs at £979 95 ocerete sc 166 


Pam Xe DISCOVERY PACK Sie Cleaning Kite £180 


Please add £2.95 P&P per order. Next day £10.00 
Cheques/PO's to MEDIA DIRECT DEPT STF 
11 SAGE CLOSE, HANLEY 


S-O-T ST1 3SF 
~ TELESALES HOTLINES 0782 208228 
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VOYAGER 
Ocean 
On the option screen type “when the sweet 
April showers fall” and the cheat option screen 
appears. In the game use: 


Fl - go back a level 
F2 - advance a level 
F7 - pause 

F8 — show position 

F9 — number of objects 
F10 - frame rate 


On the option screen use: 
F3/4 — change language 
F7 — pause 
F8 - show position 
F9 — number of objects 
F10 - frame rate 


In the object designer use the arrow keys to 
rotate the object, Help for the previous object 
and Undo for the next object. The keypad keys 
7 and 4 enlarge and reduce the object and 
Space quits back to the option screen. Many 
thanks to lain Nolan for that one! 


BATMAN 
Ocean 
When the title screen appears type MAJJJJ and 
the words CHEAT MODE ACTIVE should appear. 
You now have infinite credits. 


FALCON 
Mirrorsoft 
When you're on a mission hit Ctrl X to receive 
eight AIM-9Ls and 500 rounds in the canon. 


NINJA WARRIORS 
Sales Curve 
Hold down the Alternate key and type 
CHEDDAS for infinite lives and MAY THE FORCE 
BE WITH YOU for infinite energy. 


IVANHOE 
Ocean 
Pause the game and type JC IS THE BEST 
Return]. Now hit N to advance a level and 
Delete to kill all the bad guys on screen. On the 
intermediary bonus screens, hit Control to wipe 
out the nasty heavyweight. 


Ivanhoe gets the cheat treatment 


NAVY MOVES 
Dinamic 

The code for part two is 948411. John 
Barker also discovered how to get past the 
reactor door. To open it use the terminal next to 
the reactor. Enter the reactor, walk up to it and 
the computer confirms the bomb is planted. 
Head out and use the terminal next to it to 
trasmit OABERYAMD. Now type end and run 
within the time limit to the conning tower. 
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(continued from page 75) Take the 
time machine to the Leonardo ~ 
time period and you end up in the 
bedroom of Isabella of Aragon (the 
model for the Mona Lisa). You 
leave the room and find Leonardo 
skulking outside. You need to 
find a way to make Isabella 
“sit” for him. Go to the court- 
yard where you find Salai. He 


LEISURE cheating 


to take to the ship. 
Take the globe to the protomek 
and discharge, then head 
back to the galleries. You 
cannot proceed past loca- 
tion 21 until the security 
man has found out who 
broke the smoking regula- 
tions. He needs evidence so 
go to the nurse’s room and 


= 


gives you a rose which you 
need to take back to Isabella. 
She thinks it’s come from Leo 
and “sits” for him again. Leo is so 

pleased he gives you a diagram to take you to 
one of the Borgias in Florence. To reach Flo- 
rence you must go 
through the alleyway, 
but a murderous thug 
lurks there. When Salai 
asks you to help him 
Steal one of Leo’s paint- 
ings, let him think 


you've checked that the 
coast is clear and he gets caught up with the 
thug. Take the coach to Florence and give the 
plans to Borgia. He 
gives you a gem 
which you must take 
back to Leo. He 
accepts the globe, 
charging it up ready 


PUFFY’S SAGA 
UBI Soft 
Press F5 and F6 together during the game and 
you're transported to level seven. Hit UNDO to 
go to level eight and press it again to go to 
level nine. 


DYNASTY WARS 
US Gold 
When the title screen appears type CHEAT 
MODE. Now hit F2 to advance a level. 


BARBARIAN 
Psygnosis 
Start a game, enter 04-08-59 on the keypad and 
swing your sword. It’s now impossible to die. 


BOMBUZAL 


Electronic Arts 


Try out these passwords from Chloe Mackay 
in Bromham and Michael Kerley from 
Manchester. 


Level 8 — Ross 
Level 16 — Ratt 
Level 24 — Lisa 
Level 28 — Sink 
Level 32 —- Dave 
Level 36 — Bike 
Level 40 - Iron 
Level 44 - Bird 


Level 120 — Tree 


Level 52 — Tape 
Level 56 — Weed 
Level 60 — Vase 
Level 72 — Girl 
Level 80 — Gold 
Level 96 — Song 
Level 104 — Fire 
Level 112 - Lamp 


TIME 


pick up the medical gloves. 
Wearing these, go and find the 
cigarette butt in the foreman’s office 
and give it to the security man. The Sekurimek 
has been following your movements with 
interest. By this stage he may be suspicious 
and could attack you. 
The way to prevent this 
is to learn his move- 
ments and keep out of 
his way. The first time 
he catches you, you’re 
locked in the scrap 
room. To get out, pick 
up the screwdriver and activate the alarm so 
he comes in. Now switch on the electromag- 
net with the screwdriver so that he gets 
trapped. 

We'll provide the solution to the last three 
time periods next month, but in the meantime 
make the most of these tips and see how 
much further you can get on your own. 


E-MOTION 
US Gold 
If you're getting dizzy watching the hypnotic 
visuals in E-Motion, type in the name from the 
title screen when the game has loaded. F1 then 
advances you through the levels in turn and F 
moves you forward ten levels. You can hit F3 
and F4 to move backwards. 


QUADRALIEN 

Logotron 
The codes to the levels have been provided by 
Mark Wright from Herts. If you're having 
trouble, use these nifty cheats: 
Level 2 - 170961 
Level 3 - 010655 
Core - 610169 


IK+ 
System Three 
Extra special effects can be introduced by 
typing FISH, BIRD, PERI, FREZ, PAC, JUMP, 
TOTO, STEW, SHAH, OFF while playing. Thanks 
to John Barker from Notts. 


RETURN OF THE JEDI 
Domark 
Craig Groves from the West Midlands has sent 
in a barrage of tips for ST games including this 
one for Return of the Jedi. Enter DARTH VADER 
on the high-score table. Now start the game 
and hit F2 to skip to the next level. > 
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BAAL 
Psygnosis 

Mark Wright from Herts has. discovered the 
transporter codes in Baal. 

Level One codes are: 

13 00 29 16 24 

64 53 50 25 04 

58 49 48 38 

32 68 00 29 


Level Two: 

12 12 48 56 30 
17 54 35 02 34 
24 34 

02 06 


GEMINI WING 
Sales Curve 

If you're still battling through the aliens, try 
these passwords from Richard Plater in 
Northumberland. 

Level Three - Classics 

Level Four — Whizzkid 

Level Five — Gunshots 

Level Six - Doodguyz 

Level Seven - D.Gibson 


SHINOBI 
Virgin Mastertronic 
Pause the game and type LARSXViii to gain 
infinite credits. 


DOUBLE DRAGON 
Virgin Mastertronic 
Attain a high-score and enter your name as 
NEIL HARDING to obtain an infinite number of 
credits. 


ARKANOID II 
Ocean 
Type DALEY 88 on the title screen and you 
start from the level where you left off. 


GIGANOID 
Microdeal 
While you’re on the select player screen, tap 
the CAPS LOCK key then start the game as 
normal. When you've read the message, you 
can proceed with 100 lives. Thanks to Craig 
Groves from the West Midlands for this one. 


ROLLING THUNDER 
US Gold 
On the title screen type JIMBBBY [Return]. You 
now have infinite life and health. 


EARN £500 IN TEN MINUTES! 


All you have to do to enter the great ST FORMAT “Night of a Thousand Tips” 
draw is to send in a tip, a game cheat, an infinite lives poke, a short cut, an 
undocumented feature, a bug, a password - in short, anything at all you've 

found helps you get more from your ST. And if you're stuck at a particular point 4: 

in a game, or you find a problem with a piece of software, that'll do as well. 

At the end of September, we shall be putting all your entries into a great big sack and pulling 
out the name of a lucky winner - who receives a cheque for 500 big ones! So get going. You 
don’t have to use our special form, but it helps us no end. 

We shall be doing all this again, so don't worry if you miss out on September's draw. 


DRAGONS 
BREATH 


Palace 


If you're having trouble breathing life into 
your dragons, try the following spells listed 
with their ingredients so you don’t need to 
spend hours deciphering the books. The 
first column signifies the name of the 
ingredient, the second is the mixing method 
followed by the heating method and the ratio 
of ingredients. 


To give strength to your dragon use: 
AYHE NORM COOL/HEAT 
ULIN MIX HEAT 

If you’re adventurous, add: 

ACRUS~ MIX HEAT 


To speed your dragon: 

AYHE NORM COOL/HEAT 
RASGON MIX HEAT 
MAGIAN NORM COOL/HEAT 


To strengthen your dragon’s egg: 
MAGOEM GROUND HEAT/COOL 
ULIN MIX HEAT 


To improve egg growth: 

CEEOCORCUT HEAT 
OREGANSE NORM 
ACRUS MIX HEAT 


To heal your dragon: 
RASGON MIX 
MIONACAL 

ACRUS MIX 


HEAT 
GROUND COOL 
HEAT 


NEBULUS 


Hewson 


Type HELLOIAMJMP on the title screen and then 
use the function keys to select a tower. 


CRACKDOWN 
US Gold 


Pause the game and type SMURF. Now hit F1 
and F2 for unlimited lives. 


Address 


Daytime ’phone 


My tip is: Games _| Desktop Music 


Brief description of tip 


Graphics 


Cover Disk | Other 
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Please complete this form and send it, with your tip, to: Night of 1,000 Tips, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA2 2AP. 


RAMBO Ill 
Ocean 
Type RENEGADE on the high-score table. Now 
hit 1, 2 or 3 to access the level of your choice 
from the title screen. 


TOTAL ECLIPSE 
Microprose 
Lloyd Burley from County Durham has 
discovered a cheat to this major Freescape 
game. Hold down 1 and 9 (not on the numeric 
keypad) and hit fire for impressive results. 


RINGS OF MEDUSA 


Starbyte 
Daniel Nock from Suffolk has stumbled across 
the password for Rings of Medusa. When the 
game has loaded, enter your name as 
DESOXYRIBONUKLEINSAEURE. Now hit the 
Help key to bring up a cheat menu. 


@ Careful with that Rings password, y’all! 


ELIMINATOR 
Hewson 
At the start of the game press Help and type 
MIKADO to get straight into level 14. Thanks to 
Imran Mubarak from Peterborough. 


LEONARDO 
Starbyte 
Use these passwords to get through to other 


levels: IVANHOE, MATTERHORN and 
EMMENTALER. 
BLACK TIGER 
US Gold 


Having trouble shooting everything that moves? 
When prompted to insert disk two, insert a 
blank disk instead. No bad guys are loaded. 


CYBERNOID 2 
Hewson 
On the title screen type NECRONOMICON and 
you get infinite lives, as Imran Mubarak from 
Peterborough has discovered. 


GHOSTS ’N GOBLINS 
Elite 

Battling your way through this horizontally- 
scrolling arcade hit can be hell if you lack good 
joystick technique: Jonathan Webb from 
Bristol has come up with the codes to cheat. 
Wait for the game to load and when the credits 
appear on the screen, type DELBOY. The words 
CHEAT MODE ACTIVATED appear and Arthur is 
invincible. He can still die, though, if he falls 
down a pit. 


STRYX 

Psygnosis 
When the game begins, press Help, M and D 
simultaneously to replenish your energy. Use 
Help and P to obtain the door passes. stf 
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JUPITER PROBE 
Vertically 
scrolling shoot 
em up by Steve 
ol” arcade Bak. 
game. 


GOLDRUNNER 
Our top selling 
shoot em up from 
Steve Bak and 

Pete Lyon. . 


ELECTRONIC 
POOL 2 
« Mono:or.colour * 
version of ‘Video 


GOLDRUNNER 2 

Sequel to our top 

selling shoot em 
up, high speed 
action packed 
arcade game. 


Reviewedias 
best arcade Wa 
game, program b 
Steve Bak. 


Nor strategic 
areade action; 


gra ics from 
tesLyon! 


crm 


MAJOR SLAYGON TANGLEWOOD 
MOTION ADVENTURE ADVENTURE 
Spy car chase Stop Cyber Rated as one of 


arcade game. Dynamics ruling the best 16 bit 


the world in this graphic 
graphic adventures. 
dventure. 


KARATE KID 
PART 2 
Our top selling 
karate game. 


AMIGA 


QTERA QUES 


TIME BANDIT .. 
Opsselling arcade < 
adventure, the 
original ST Mega 
game. 


Ar, . 
4 3 

> sak 
FHE GRAIL — Gil 


ATR Ao 


_Fmucntron h 


‘THE GRAIL’ ’ J.U.G. 
ighly, rated 


ADVENTURE 
Full size arcad me with 
adventure 4 way scrolling. 
programmed 
using our 


Talespin 5 | 
development 
system. 


ABZOO 
EDUCATIONAL 
SOFTWARE 
Preschool to 8. 
Helps character 
recognition and 
spelling with 
funny and serious 
A to Z pictures. 


THE 


£3.99 


GAME IS HERE! 


NO CLUBS TO JOIN, NO 
HIDDEN CHARGES, JUST 
£3.99 A GAME PLUS 50p 
POST & PACKING 
ALL THE GAMES 
REALLY ARE JUST 
£3.99 EACH. 
| OWN AN 
ST AMIGA 
Please send me: 


Qty 


GOLDRUNNER 
ELECTRONIC POOL 
JUPITER PROBE 
KARATE KID PART 2 
AIRBALL C] 
GOLDRUNNER 2 
LEATHERNECK 

TETRA QUEST 

MAJOR MOTION 
SLAYGON ADVENTURE 


TANGLEWOOD 
ADVENTURE 


TIME BANDIT 

“THE GRAIL’ ADVENTURE 

INTERNATIONAL SOCCER 

J.U.G. 

ABZOO wae 
SOFTWA 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


POST CODE 


SEND ME 
at £4.49 (50p p&p) 


TOTALENCLOSED£ 


TITLES 


CREDIT CARD TYPE 
No. 


EXPIRY DATE 
Allow 28 days for delivery 


Post to: 


PO Box 68, St. Austell, PL25 4YB 
or phone with credit cards 


KEKKERERERERERERERERERERERERREERERERERERERARAK 
tH MERLIN COMPUTERS Z| 


OUR PRICES ARE MAGIC 


AMIGA 500 ONLY £379.00 INC BATMAN PACK 
ATARI 520 STE POWERPACK .......ssssssssssssssesscessssseeeeeee £359.99 


TRY THE ST’s MIDI POWER 


CASIO MT 240 AN EXCELLENT LOW COST MIDI KEYBOARD £89.99 
OTHER CASIO KEYBOARDS ALSO AVAILABLE 


1 MEG 3.5" DISK DRIVES ST AND AMIGA 
ATARI STFM 1 MEG INTERNAL DRIVE UPGRADE . 


STAR LC 10 COLOUR PRINTER 

STAR LC10 MONO PRINTER £169.99 

STAR LC10 COLOUR HEAT TRANSFER  aelai - IDEAL 
FOR PRINTING YOUR OWN T-SHIRTS ETC............ £17.99 


BLANK DISKS AT _ 
AMAZING LOW PRICES 
LO 3.5" DS/DD life time guaranteed ...............000000e £7.50 
10).5:25 DS | (Der LO) rac. <.s<csscccsucaancenanasnenanatesepindanseete £3.50 


Bulk buyers please phone for bulk prices 


WE STOCK MANY ITEMS NOT LISTED HERE PLEASE PHONE 
FOR ANY ITEMS NOT LISTED 


All prices include VAT and P & P 
PLEASE NOTE ATARI 8-BIT OWNERS WE SUPPORT YOU 


PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS 


MERLIN COMPUTERS 


62 Chester Road East, Shotton, 


Deeside, Clwyd CH5 1QB 
Tel: 0244 822597 


RAEREKERERERERERERERRERREERERERERERERERERKAKA 


ie 


DO bb ob 


al il gl Pa le 


MAIL 
ORDER 


++ 


SOFTSELLERS .. 


PDO -QUIZ PDQ-QUIZ PDQ-QUIZ PDQ - QUIZ 


The Question: Which ST PD Library specialises in games 
only, (500+), including the full Budgie range, 
but also has a full range of educational items 
as well. Oh, and apparently they are also 
pretty damn quick! 


The Prize: A Free catalogue! 


(Stamped addressed envelope please) 


The Answer: PDQ = games 


DEPT. 6 

& PO BOX 38 & 
EASTLEIGH 

@ HAMPSHIRE @ 
S05 5WR 


COMPUTERWISE 


XS 
4 
BRIGHTON 4, 674626 


ATARI ST SPECIALISTS 


We have 100's of software titles many are now 
discounted, books and peripherals in stock at all 
times. Up to £1,000 instant credit with Lombard 

Tricity. Finance subject to acceptance. 


Full written details upon request 
EN 


Open 10 am to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday 
44 George Street, Kemptown, Brighton 
Opposite the American Express building. 


MAIL 
ORDER 


6 BOND STREET, IPSWICH, SUFFOLK IP4 1JE 


5A DOG'S HEAD STREET, IPSWICH, SUFFOLK. (RETAIL) | 36A OSBORNE STREET, COLCHESTER, ESSEX. (RETAIL) 


MAIL ORDER PURCHASE LINE (0473) 257158/210605 FAX NO: (0473) 213457 


JOYSTICKS 
Cheetah 125 
Cheetah Starprobe 
Pro 5000 Extra Glo Green.. 
Pro 5000 Extra Glo Red.. 
Pro 5000 Black 


PERIPHERALS 


Replacement mouse + mouse 
holder + mouse mat 
Four Player Adaptor.. 


Quantity 
3.5" DSDD 
Unbranded 


Joystick Extender.. 
Dust Cover 


3.5" DSDD 


£7.99 £14.99 £34.99 £59.99 


Sony Branded £11.99 £22.99 £54.99 £99.99 


DISC BOXES WITH DISCS 


£12.99 
+£19.99 
£33.99 
£15.99 
.- £35.99 


3.5" 40 Holder Lockable with 10 3.5" DSDD discs 
3.5" 40 Holder Lockable with 20 3.5" DSDD discs.... 
3.5" 40 Holder Lockable with 40 3.5" DSDD discs 
3.5" 80 Holder Lockable with 10 3.5" DSDD discs 
3.5" 80 Holder Lockable with 40 3.5" DSDD discs.... 
3.5" 80 Holder Lockable with 80 3.5" DSDD discs 


DISC BOXES 


20 50 


40 Holder Lockable 
80 Holker Lockable 
5.25" 50 Holder Lockable.. 
5.25" 120 Holder Lockable 


£5.99 
£7.99 


CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO SOFTSELLERS. POST AND PACKING FREE IN UK. OVERSEAS £*.50 PER ITEM exceo: hardware cnarged at 


10 ava ‘adty anc once Change witrout rorce 


*Some =res ™ay nol be re eased a! 2™me of gO -g :O Oress 


Sroo orc ces May vary. 0u Dersonai Ca'ers Cat Ca'™ acves! sec C:'SCOUNiS OF DrocuctOn Of Cut Of S$ 0 
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Rob Steel presents a hastily cobbled together 


alphabet of hints’n’tips for adventurers in an 


ongoing frustration situation scenario 


adventure 


A 


Ais for, um... an Adventure called ZORK I: put 
items into the basket and lower it to transport 
objects beyond the Tight Squeeze. The bat 
doesn’t think much of garlic. Take the buoy 
from the river and open it. Take the canary to 
the tree where you found the egg and wind it 
up. Pray at the altar to remove the coffin. Feed 
sarnies to the cyclops then give him a drink. 
Only the thief can open the egg. Inflate the pile 
of plastic with the pump to traverse the river. 


BEYOND ZORK: if you're stuck in the cellar a 
teleport scroll might help. Brush away the 
minx's tracks to baffle the hunter. Squeeze the 
moss for increased dexterity. Kiss the unicorn’s 
horn for luck. Levitate the baby hungus from 
the mud to increase your compassion. 


CORRUPTION: use your card to get into Bill's 
office. Break open the drawer with your screw- 
driver. 


DUNGEONS, ALCHEMISTS, AMETHYSTS 
'N’ EVERYTHIN’: wear the loincloth to swim 
the lake. Drop the vase to reveal a key. 


Even more tips for ZORK I: tie the rope to the 
railing in the Dome Room and drop it over the 
parapet. 


F 


FISH: find a dry route while the cast is cooling. 


GUILD OF THIEVES: get on the bed and use 
your cue to press the button. Use succulents 
on your feet to cross hot areas. 


HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE: press the pad on the 
Nutrimat to get the tea substitute. Insert the 
small plug on the drive into the small receptacle 
on the plotter. Put the dangly bit into the cup 
and press the switch. When the Bugblatter 
Beast asks your name say “Arthur” and go 


issue 13-AUGUST-90 


os 
@ Now you can go all the way (fnar fnar) in Dungeons, Dragons and A 


east. Put the towel over your head and confuse 
it into thinking it can’t see you. Carve “Arthur” 
on the stone. The beast reads this and falls 
asleep thinking it’s already made a meal of you. 


| can't find any tips for Infidel so here are some 
more for BEYOND ZORK: sell Mischief and 
Fireworks, they're both useless. Sell the tusk, 
crown, jewel and doubloon. Rub the rabbit's 
foot for luck. Compassion is the secret of living. 
JINXTER: to catch the train read the notice, go 
east and buy a ticket (you only have one ferg 
and the Station Master tells you the ticket costs 
two). Drop your hat and put a ferg in it. Cast 
Doofer on your shoes (to make you dance) and 
play your harmonica. Someone eventually drops 
a coin in your hat but it’s foreign so you should 
continue busking until the Station Master lets 
you to travel half price. Pick everything up and 
buy a ticket for a ferg. The ticket blows away 
when you try to get it: follow the ticket and 
keep trying to pick it up. Take the saddle you 
come across while chasing the ticket. When 
you eventually grab the ticket the train starts to 
depart; run after the train (twice) to catch it. 


ADVENTURES cheating 


il That Carry On 


KING’S QUEST IV: avoid the Ogre's house and 
the nasty trees. Play the lute to Pan and swap 
your lute for his flute. Play the flute to hypnotise 
the snake on fruit island. 


L 


LEISURE SUIT LARRY Ill: give Tawny, the girl 
on the beach, your credit card (found in your 
mail box). Give land to the dancer Cheri Tart. 
Remain in your dance costume when you re-visit 
the solicitor. 


MANIAC MANSION: to get past the green 
tentacle give it the bowl of wax fruit and the 
fruit drinks. To open the garage door use the 
exercise machine first. Give the man-eating 
plant water from the swimming pool, then give 
it the Pepsi. You can now climb the plant to 
reach the hatch. 


Now some tips for LEATHER GODDESSES 
OF PHOBOS: use the stool to reach the 
basket. Use the basket to carry objects. Show 
the painting to the mouse. 
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ADVENTURES cheating 


OK here are more tips for LEATHER 
GODDESSES OF PHOBOS: put the rabbit in the 
machine (Tee Remover) to make it more religious. 
Before kissing the frog wear the peg and lip 
salve, close your eyes and hold your ears. 


PERSONAL NIGHTMARE: pray next to the 
statue in the church to gain some holy water 
(make sure you're carrying a clean container). 
To out-run the car go S,E,E,E,E,E,N — the 
vehicle should crash into the tree outside 
Honeysuckle Cottage. 


QUEST (POLICE II): to get Marie to leave, dial 
0 on the telephone and ask for a taxi. 


Right then (desperate or what?!), here's some 
more tips for BEYOND ZORK: look at the 
amulet in the cellar through the wine bottle. It 
reveals a spell that temporarily gives you 99% 
strength, enabling you to smash down the door. 
Give the chest to the monkey grinder (after he’s 
retrieved the sprite from the Guild Hall door) to 
get rid of him. 


SPELLBREAKER: to reach the trapdoor, learn 
Tinsot (a few times), Tinsot outflow pipe, Tinsot 
outflow pipe again — when the spell works twice 
the pipe freezes, blocks and the room floods. 
When you're four feet from the trapdoor Tinsot 
water, climb on to the ice flow, Rezrov door and 
go up. 


Try these tips for CHRONOQUEST II: don’t 
fiddle with the fruit in the village. Take the 
scabbard as well as the sword. Use the sword 
on the snake, but remember to take the sword 
fragments and the branch with you. Take the 


All you have to do to enter the great ST FORMAT “Night of 1,000 Tips” draw is 
to send in a tip, a game cheat, an infinite lives poke, a short cut, an 
undocumented feature, a bug, a password - in short, anything at all you've 
found helps you get more from your ST. And if you're stuck at a particular point 
in a game, or you find a problem with a piece of software, that'll do as well. 


4 


& Go on, surprise me. X is fo 


horseshoe from the French village. Use your 
glove on the Musketeers. Fill the jug with wine. 


UNINVITED: get the knife from the pantry, go 
to the entrance hall, operate knife on the left 
chair and take the key. 


Various tips for LURKING HORROR: cut the 
power cable to the floor polisher with the fire 
axe. Pour wax on floor to stop the zombie. 
Force the lift doors with the crowbar and wedge 
them open. Use the forklift to move the crates, 
revealing a passage east. Wear the gloves to 
climb the slimy tentacle. 


eon 


At the end of September, we shall be putting all your entries into a great big sack and pulling 
out the name of a lucky winner - who receives a cheque for 500 big ones! So get going. You 
don’t have to use our special form, but it helps us no end. 

We shall be doing all this again, so don’t worry if you miss out on September's draw. 


Please complete this form and send it, with your tip, to: “Night of 1,000 Tips,” 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2AP. 
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jou sure you're up to this alphabet business? 


1 - Xenomorph! Blimey, a result my son. The boy done good! 


\ 4 3 = 


# 


WISHBRINGER: use the branch to help the 
platypus. Does the baby Grue look cold to you? 
Maybe you could worm your way into the 
piranha’s affections. 


XENOMORPH: don't remove all the chips from 
maintenance panels or electrically powered 
items (such as doors) won't work. 


You might find these SCAPEGHOST tips useful 
(part 1): follow Joe to find out more about the 
cemetery. Increase your strength slowly by 
picking up light objects such as the thistledown 
then the petal. The dog helps with the new 
wreath and the shed’s rope handle once you 
remove the fishbone stuck in its throat. 


ZAK MCKRACKEN: watch the tribal dance 
carefully to reveal the combination to the door 
on Mars. stf 


GET YOUR TIPS 
OUT FOR THE LADS 


We'll be supplying more adventure tips every 
month — and from now on we're offering up 
to £50 for high quality cheats, tips, maps or 


hints! So send any helpful info you have to: 
Adventure Tips, ST FORMAT, Beauford Court, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2AP. 

Thanks to the very wonderful Sylvia 
Parry from London for this month's tips on 
Maniac Mansion, Personal Nightmare and 
Zak Mckracken. 
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MAIL ORDER DIVISION 


FULL 1 YEAR GUARANTEE OUR 
PRICE 


Atari 520STFM Discovery Pack including 

Stos, Outrun, Space Harrier, First Basic etc} £299.95 
Atari 520STE New enhanced model £399.95 
Atari 520STE + 1 Megabyte of Ram £499.95 
Atari 520STE + 2 Megabytes of Ram £599.95 
Atari 520STE + 4 Megabytes of Ram £799.95 
Mega ST1 with mono monitor £699.95 
Mega ST2 with mono monitor £999.95 
Mega ST4 with mono monitor £1299.95 
SH124 High Res mono monitor £149.95 
Philips 8833 Stereo monitor £299.95 
$C1224 Colour monitor £299.95 
Megafile 30 Meg Hard Disk Drive £499.95 
Cumana High Quality Drive with PSU £99.95 
Genius Replacement ST Mouse £29.99 
Quality Fire retardent ST Dust Cover £8.99 


£259.95 
£349.95 
£399.95 
£469.95 
£649.95 
£599.95 
£849.95 
£1149.95 
£119.95 
£259.95 
£279.95 
£439.95 
£69.95 
£22.99 
£5.99 


Star LC10 Mono 144/36 C.P.S 

Star LC10 Il 25% Faster version 

Star LC10 Colour, 7 colours 

Star LC24-10 - 24 pin multifont 

Star LC24-15 Wide Carriage version of LC24-10 

* Star FR10 300/76 cps, 31K Buffer, 16 NLQ fonts 

* Star FR15 Wide carriage version of FR10 

* Star XB24-10 professional 24 pin series, 27K buffer 

* Star XB24-15 Wide carriage version of the above with 41K buffer 
* Star LSO8 LASER PRINTER 1Mb Ram, 300 x 300 dpi 


£263 


£343 
£573 


£688 


oO ERS 


ATARI COMPUTERS & 
ACCESSORIES 


£229. 
£297. 


£527. 


£688. 
£907. 
£2172. 


HEAD OFFICE: 

Unit 48 

Tyne Road 
Sandy, Beds, SG19 1SA 
Tel: 0767 681750/60 
Fax: 0767 681730 


ne ST BUSINESS —_ ei 
SCOOP! x 


We have packaged the best DESKTOP PUBLISHING tS aeleaes 
together with an excellent WORDPROCESSIN' 
PACKAGE and the best EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE available. 
Look at what you get 


TIMEWORKS PUBLISHER ST 
Widely acclaimed as the most comprehensive Desktop Publishing 
program for the Atari ST. It can be used to design, layout, produce 
and print virtually any document, thus enabling you to create top qual- 
ity, professional looking newsletters, advertisements, reports, price 
lists, invitations, etc RRP £99.95 


1ST WORD PLUS V.3.0 
Features too numerous to mention, but if you require a fully profes- 
sional word processing program combined with ease of use - this is it! 
Can be fully integrated with 
Timeworks Publisher 
RRP £79.95 N.B. 1st Mail £14.95 extra 
CUMANA CSA 354 DISK DRIVE 
Renowned as the best disk drive on the market featuring the latest 
slimline are on and oe in P.S.U 
This total packa 
owen £139.95 


je would normally a 
ut we are literally giving 


them away at ihe incredible price of: 


aa alee RN SESS 
PRICE 


95 
35 
85 
85 
85 
85 
85 
85 
35 
35 


£149.95 
£169.95 
£189.95 
£229.95 
£389.95 


SIt@ir“ 


COMPUTER PRINTERS 


Star LC10 Sheet Feeder (auto) 
| Star LC10 Mono Ribbons 

Star LC10 Colour Ribbons 

Star LC24-10 Ribbons 

Star LC10 Quality Dust Cover 


£74.75 
£5.95 
£7.95 
£7.95 
£7.95 


Being Star registered dealers we only sell official 
UK machines which come with a full 1 year guaran- 


* 12 months on site maintenance 


* 31/2" DS/DD BLANK x 
DISK SCOOP 
All our disks are of the highest quality, are 100% certified 
and individually wrapped. We guarantee each disk is either 
Sony, TDK or Verbatim unbranded. 
Box of 50 ....ssssseeeeeeees £19.99 
Box of 100........... .£37.99 


tee. Beware of inferior imported products 


CUMANA CSA 354 
Disk Drive - The best 


* Latest slimline Design 

* Built in P.S.U - low power consumption 
* High speed access 

* Quiet, high precision head positioning 


RRP £99.95 SALE PRICE £69.95 


* First and foremost 
We really CARE 
about our 
custome! 


Here are just a few 
"needs 


* ALL OUR STAFF are 


trained to give a 
friendly personal 
service. 


* EMPLOYING 
ENGINEERS ourselves, 
we won't send repairs 


* That's why we at 
Dowling say 
“FORGET THE REST 


reasons why customers prefer us 


ORDERING 
MADE EASY 


Order by phone by 
calling our Head Office 
quoting your Access/Visa Number 


away for weeks on end 


TRUST THE BEST" 


Order by Post - make a Creded: Building 
Society Drafts or Postal Orders payable 
to Dowling Computers 


Add £6.00 courier delivery for all orders over £100.00 (UK mainland only). Add £2 P&P for orders under 


DATEL ELECTRONICS 


An easy to handle Handy Scanner featuring 105 mm scanning width and 400 dpi resolution 
enables you to reproduce graphics and text on your computer screen. 


price. 


A powerful partner for Desk Top Publishing. 
Package includes GS4500 scanner, interface and ScanEdit software. 

With Geniscan you have the ability to easily scan images, text and graphics into the ST. 
Save images in suitable format for leading packages including DEGAS, NEOCHROME, 
FLEETSTREET, etc. 

Unmatched range of edit/capture facilities not offered by other scanners at this unbeatable 


OCP ART STUDIO 


At last - a top quality OCR program at a fraction of the price you would expect to pay. 
Intelligent routines to analyse text images and convert them into text files suitable for 


your Word Processor program. 


No more tedious typing - simply scan in a page of text and READPIC will do the rest!! 


Complete with full instructions. 


TOP QUALITY 


UNIT 


Replace internal 500K drive 


with a full 1 Meg unit. 
Top quality drive unit. 
Full fitting instructions. 


Easily fitted - no special skills 


required. 


Direct plug in replacement. 


When considering a drive 
replacement, remember that 
quality is most important. 


| | 


High quality direct 
replacement for mouse on 
the Atari. 5 

Teflon glides for 
smoother movement. 

Rubber coated ball for 
minimum slip. 

Optical system counting 
- 500/mm. 


TELEPHONE (24 Hrs) - 


DATEL ELECTRONICS L7D., 


512K of FASTRAM to 
bring your 520 STFM up to 
a full 1040K!! 


Fitting easily achieved 
by anyone who has a little 
soldering experience. 


N.B. will not fit some ST 
models - check with our Tech. 
Dept. before ordering. 


® Allows joystick/mouse 
connection to same port. 


Adjustable switches for brightness and contrast. 
Powerful software allows for Cut and Paste Editing of images etc. 


Slimline extra low profile unit - extremely 
quiet! 

Top quality drive mechanism. 

A superbly styled case finished in 
computer colours. 

1 Meg unformatted capacity. 

Fully compatible. 

Good length cable for positioning on your 
desk etc. 


OCP ART STUDIO 


Top quality illustrator package. 
Too many features to list. 
Absolutely FREE!! 


Bee 
- CREDIT CARD ORDERS ae 


WE WILL DESPATCH YOUR ORDER QUICKLY & EFFICIENTLY TO ENABLE YOU TO START RECEIVING THE BENEFITS OF YOUR PURCHASE WITHIN DAYS, NOT WEEKS. 
ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 Hrs. UK ORDERS POST FREE/EUROPE ADD £1/OVERSEAS ADD £3. PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 
NOTICE. CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior to visit. ALL CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO... 


GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ST4 2RS, ENGLAND 


TELEPHONE SALES ONLY 0782 744707 


FAX 0782 744292 


STs 


TECHNICAL/CUSTOMER SERVICE 0782 744324 


THE ANSWER 
TO YOUR 
DISK 
DUPLICATION 
PROBLEMS 


FOR ONLY = 


'STHCWO ExPeeoe IL 


SYNCRO EXPRESS IS A HIGH SPEED DISK DUPLICATION SYSTEM THAT WILL PRODUCE COPIES OF YOUR DISK 
IN AROUND 50 SECONDS!! 


} Syncro Express requires a second drive & works by controlling it as a slave device & ignoring the ST’or Amiga 
disk drive controller chip whereby high speeds & great data accuracy are achieved. 


Menu driven selection for Start Track/End Track - up to 80 tracks. 1 side, 2 sides. 


. 


Very simple to use, requires no user knowledge. Also duplitates other formats such as IBM, MAC etc. 
Ideal for clubs, user groups or just for your own disks. No more waiting around for your disks to copy. 


Probably the only duplication system you will ever need! 


; ‘3 
THE LATEST CUSTOM LSI CHIP TECHNOLOGY a . 
PAN 
By using an on-board Custom LSI Chip, Syncro Express has the power to transfer an AS 
MFM image of the original disk directly to your blank disk - quickly, simply and wt \ 
without any user knowledge. One external disk drive is required*. Ag 


SYNCRO EXPRESS IS AVAILABLE FOR BOTH THE ST AND AMIGA SYSTEMS - 
PLEASE STATE WHICH REQUIRED WHEN ORDERING 


WARNING 1988 COPYRIGHT ACT WARNING If you don't have a second drive we can supply 
Datel Electronics Ltd., neither condones nor authorises the use of it's products for the reproduction of 4 SYNCRO EXPRESS together with a drive for 


copyright material 


The backup facilities of this product are designed to reproduce only software such as Public Domain ON LY £ 1 04.99 (AM IGA) 


material, the users own programs or software where permission to make backups has been clearly given 


{tis illegal to make copies, even for your own use, of copyright material, without the express (0) 
permission ofthe copyright owner, or the icencee thereof NLY £119.99 (ST) 


HOW TOGET YOUR SY/MCRO =. XPRES" ” 
TELEPHONE ( } - CREDIT CARD ORDERS. 


WE WILL DESPATCH YOUR ORDEFPQUIC EFFI ENTLY TO ENABLE YOU TO START RECIEVING THE BENEFITS OF YOUR PURCHASE WITHIN DAYS, NOT WEEKS. 
| | ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED-WITHIN'48 Hrs@ALL LC GHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO... 


peat isearioen cal 
~ DATE frcs® LTOs <5 ae 
_ GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE; FENTON, STOK N-TRENT,.ST4 28S; NGLAND 
y iar eam tir “i 44 h 


LEISURE 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BULLFROGS 


Now eight men strong, Bullfrog began modestly back in 1985 as Taurus, a 
two man partnership of Peter Molyneux and Les Edgar producing profes- 
sional software for the Amiga (that’s a laugh for a start). Rather than go 
bankrupt trying to eke out a living producing productivity programs for a 
mere games machine they turned to games programming, starting Bullfrog 
in 1987 by converting Druid II: Enlightenment for Firebird. “None of us even 
knew how to put a sprite on the screen at that time!” admits Molyneux. Their 
first original project was Fusion in 1988. Then, from nowhere, Bullfrog became 
highly sought after and, presumably, somewhat better off with the release in March 
1989 and the subsequent truly astonishing success of Populous, a game which has 
received 37,985 awards to date. “We had no idea at all it would be as successful as it 
was,” Molyneux recalls: “it was terrifying.” 


@ Six Bullfrogs and assorted Populous awards: Kevin Donkin, Sean 
“Probs in the trouser department” Cooper, Peter Molyneux, Glenn 
Corpes, Simon Hunter and Gary Carr. Missing: Andy Tidy (ill), Les 

Edgar (off visiting the French) 


year and a half ago no-one had heard 
A: Bullfrog. Then, out of the blue, 

came a modest little game — you may 
have heard of it — called Populous. The 
scenario, in which you played God, was so 
startlingly well thought out, original and just 
plain bloody brilliant that the game picked up 
every award for which it was eligible and some 
it wasn’t. Even Anita Sinclair of Magnetic 
Scrolls, a woman not generally known to go 
over the top with enthusiasm for other people’s 
work, estimated she spent 800 hours playing it. 
Naturally the whole ST world is agog to 
discover what Bullfrog come up with next. 

Who could have guessed, though, that what 
they would come up with was not one but two 
new games? First is Flood, a cutesy platform 
game executed with enormous panache and 
ingenuity (reviewed this month on page 40). But 
Flood is small beer compared with Warmonger 
— or Powermonger, as we must learn to call it — 
a game that Bullfrog themselves reckon puts 
Populous to shame. 

In Powermonger, a name chosen for the 
Bullfrogs by Electonic Arts USA, and one they 
seem, er, reluctant to adopt, you play a king, 
accompanied by 20 followers, deposed and 
expelled from your kingdom. Shipwrecked on 
an island, you're trying to become a king again, 
using persuasion, diplomacy, trade or sheer 
force to take over more and more people. 


“When we were designing Populous,” Bullfrog 
boss Peter Molyneux recalls, “we decided that 
the view looking from a mountaintop down on a 
landscape would also be really effective in a 
totally different game.” But because Populous 
was made out of graphical blocks glued 
together the variation in the landscape was very 
slight. “You could have a hill, a little beach or a 
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When your first big game is Populous, 
everyone’s favourite from ’89, what do you do 
for an encore? The next Bullfrog game, 
Powermonger, has much to live up to: head 


honcho Peter Molyneux f | 


derank men 


gives Steve Carey a 


conducted tour 


| 


ba] i : o= (return 
white ring fe } them to 
around fe if professions) 
selected iN 
captain i 
* oi equip with 
and ie invention 
captain. 4 
pick up make food 
food cache cache 
send 
captain 
somewhere 
transfer 
ae get men 
E from town 
lm Powermonger’s icon system get food 
(still at the development from town 


stage) - like Populous only 


simpler, reckons Molyneux attack drop food 
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“I wanted the game to work in real 
time," says Peter, "all the time, no 
matter what you’re doing. So while 
this landscape is turning round (right) 
it’s still processing all the people and 
so on. You can also do wacky stuff like 
tilting, zooming in and out. The 
problem is, it starts getting a little 
slow. Zoomed right out as far as it 
allows, it’s drawing almost 2,000 
vectors on screen and about 200 
bitmap sprites.” 


“Here your leader is sending in a rank of 
people (below), marching over the terrain 
in rank. You candesign your own ranks, 
though there’s no need to do so. The 
ranks you see here are all based on 16th 
century Spanish fighting ranks - the only 
book I could find! 

“So the town sees the rank coming, 

and the people either build a fence or go 
out and fight. These villagers only have 
hand to hand weapons at the moment. 
And as someone gets killed you see a 
little angel floating up to heaven. 

“All that took just two clicks: the 

attack icon, and a click on the village — 
it’s not like those complicated wargames. 
But success depends on how you attack. 
If you come over the brow of a hill or 
come out of a forest you can’t be seen - 
the game actually understands planes 
and distance.” 


“This is a small village of farmers farming fields (above), going back home, taking food 
home and coming out again. Each person - and there are about 1,000 of them - has 
their own name, address, family history and their own individual history. In other 
words each one of these people will react differently to different situations. You have 
farmers, fishermen, cattle ranchers, shepherds, traders and even thieves. We’re trying 
to make a world of individual people, rather than icons that all do the same things. 
Everyone remembers their original profession, and even whether they’re the son or 
daughter of someone you’ve already killed. 

“Everyone’s personality is based on where they are on the map. We reckon some- 
one near the sea will behave differently from someone who lives on a mountain.” 


with a splash 


flat and that was it.” The alternative was to 
create the landscape out of vectors, enabling 
the creation of roads, undulating land, coastal 
blocks and special features such as cliffs and 
even waterfalls. 

Use of vectors enables the player to rotate 
the whole terrain in real time. There are two 
types of landscape, in fact: bitmapped, which 
are drawn for you, and fractal generated. 
Between them, Peter estimates, there are more 
than four billion different worlds up for grabs! 

“You're the destabilising influence in the 
world,” he explains. “Without you it would be 
fine. It’s like when the English went to Australia 
and wrecked the native way of life. But you 
must be responsible, not just an utter bastard, 
or you can get everyone going against you.” 


Food is the key element. When villagers are 
working for you they’re not producing food, so 
you need another village nearby to be > 
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Series 900 Hard Disk Drives 
for the Atari ST™ 


With over two years experience in hard disk design for the ST, Power Computing 
now brings you the ultimate mass storage solution for your Atari ST computer. 
With the Series 900 hard disk comes major breakthroughs in pricing, 
performance and design, as well as greater choice of size from 20MB to a massive 
100MB and beyond. 


The sub miniature Series 900 hard disk has been designed to neatly fit on your 
shelf or desktop without taking up valuable space. You can choose between 
powering your Series 900 direct from your ST* with the power lead provided, or 
from the optional external switch-mode power supply. Either way your 
workspace is less cluttered and heat and mains voltage is kept away from your 
valuable data! 

* The ST power lead requires your ST to be opened for simple plug-in fit — this may void 
your ST warranty. 


The features 


External PSU or Computer power lead il 

Compatible with all Atari ST’s 
including STE and SLM804 

Compatible with most emulators 
including PC Ditto and Spectre 

Includes easy to use formatting and 
partitioning software 

Up to 12 partitions 

User manual, disk caching and utility 
software provided 


B® Autobooting 

@ Incredible size only 12cm wide, 21cm 
in length and 8.5cm high! 

Styled grey housing with led 
displays and on-off switch 

@ SCSI drive & Controller, Fast 28ms* 
access, Fast data transfer 

@ Interface supports CD rom, optical 
and streamers 

@ DMA through port for laser and other 
devices 


IST WORD PLUS 


=) 


Down to Business! 


With each Series 900 purchase only you can also buy this amazing “Down to 
Business” software pack that includes the latest full versions of:- Timeworks DTP, 
First Word Plus, Over 2MB Clipart. So now you can afford both your hard disk and 
that expensive professional software you need at the same time! 


All this for the unbeatable price of onlyL19°95 ! 
The prices inc vat & delivery 


Drive &Cable Drive& PSU DTB Pack’ PSU Only 
20MB £299.00 £368.95 £79.95 £69.95 
48MB £399.00 £468.95 £79.95 £69.95 
60MB £499.00 £568.95 £79.95 £69.95 
84MB £649.00 £718.95 £79.95 £69.95 
100MB £799.00 £868.95 £79.95 = _—£69.95 


Orders Only 0800 581742 Free Call General Enquiries & Orders 
0234 273000 (5 lines) 


Name ] 


Address Telephone 


System owned | 


Credit Card no. a I | I I [ea] I ] (ia a 
Expiry date Signature 


| would like to order 


Make cheques payable to Power Computing Ltd 


lenclose a cheque / PO for Please send me the 
€ Power House Catalogue 


Power Computing Ltd, Power House, 44A Stanley Street, Bedford MK41 7RW 


WIZARD P.D. iis: 


, Waverley Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3 2PZ 


* LOW PRICES 
* FULL RANGE 
* HELPLINE 


pS 
BEGINNERS 
WELCOME 


uy 


SPECIAL OFFERS: 3 Disk Starter Pack £5.00 
Budgie Disk - Special offer - £2.50. 23 to choose from. . 
Mega Packs - 5 single or DS/Disks of your choice only £9. 


+ HIGH QUALITY 
* FAST SERVICE 
*& VIRUS FREE 


MEGA PACKS You choose the disks not us!! 
FULL DISKS Our s/sided disks average 325K 
ALL DISKS Are verify copied & immunised!! 
TOS 1.09 No problem all compatible! 
STE Incompatible discs all listed! 


FOR FREE CATALOGUE SEND SAE OR RING 0734 574685 


E SOCFTWISE 


PHONE/MAILORDER 
Will not charge credit card customers for goods until day of dispatch, we do not charge extra for 
phone orders, we will quote prices over the telephone, price list on request - large S.A.E. required 
Air Support ...... Esc. R. Monsters ...£13.98 |} Int. 3D Tennis.......616.99 | NeverMind . £13.98 
Anarchy 16.99 | Ivanhoe 1 Spit é 8) 
Aquaventurs.......! J. Nicklaus Golf. Sout 
Blade Warrior . .99 | Jumpin Jackson .. Off. Eng. Football 
Black Tiger a Kid Gloves... 99 | Op. Thunderbolt. 
Bubble Plu: e ‘ £16.99 | Kick Off 2 . Oriental Games... 
Chess Champ. Ghosts 'n’ Goblins .£13.98 | Klax........... ! Paris Dakar 
2175 wanna Gore ...... £23.99 | Leis. Suit 3. Pipemania 
Colorado. 2 Gravity... 5 Lost Patrol... .99 | Planet Busters... 
Cyberball Hammerfis life & Death Ramrod 
Damocles........ Hard Drivin M1 Tank Plat Resolution 101..... 
Dan Dare Ill Hunt for Red Oct Matrix Maraud. Red Lightning... 
Dork Century Impossamole Midwinter $/Agent-S/Spy 


© 
PLUS MANY MORE BUSINESS AND GAMES TO CHOOSE FROM 


All prices phone/mail order only, goods subject to availability or release date, above 
prices include V.A.T. and P&P, UK only. Mail order, please make cheque/P.O. payable 
to Softwise - 41 The High Street, North Tawton, Devon EX20 2HG. 

0837 82846 For Phone Orders (On call 24 hrs a day) 


Software for serious sports enthusiasts 


POOLSWINNER 11 


THE ULTIM/ PREDICTION PROGRAM 


@ MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner is a sophisticated Pools 
prediction aid. It comes complete with the largest database available - 
22000 matches over 10 years. 
@ PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAWS, but NO-SCORES, AWAYS 
and HOMES too. Predictions are based on many factors ... recent form, 
the massive database, current league standing, goal scoring rates, and 
draw averages (each factor is independently switchable by the user). 
@ SUCCESSFUL Selec guarantee that Poolswinner performs signifi- 
cantly better than chance. 
@ LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE matches are covered. 
@ FULL LEAGUE TABLES are automatically generated as results are entered. 
@ FULL PRINTER SUPPORT 
@ AUTOMATIC FIXTURE GENERATION : Fixtures for English and Scottish 
League matches are generated automatically by Poolswinner's sister program FIXGEN... 


FIXGEN 1990/91 


@ No need to struggle for hours to get the fixture list into the computer - £26.50 
just type in the date, Fixgen contains the complete fixture list for the Poolswinner 
whole year's league soccer. (Published under licence from the Football with Fixgen. 
League, and the Scottish Football League). 


COURSEWINNER vs 


THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM 


reson © The ORIGINAL, and still the BEST computer punter's aid. 
= mj, © Coursewinner V3 uses all the most important form pointers (past form, 

speed ratings, prize money, course statistics, jockey form, trainer form etc) 
to give a detailed assessment of every runner's chances, not just a tip. 

@ Vital statistics of all British courses (Draw advantage, Top 
Trainers and Jockeys etc) are included in the database. £24.00 

@ Includes both FLAT and NATIONAL HUNT versions. 

@ Full Printer support 


Available for.. IBM (5.25", 3.5") Amstrad CPC 
AMIGA BBC 
Atari ST Commodore 64/128 
Amstrad PCW Spectrum 


Selec Software... E¥7_ 


62 Altrincham Rd, Gatley, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 4DP Tel 061- 


(send for full list of our software) phone 24 hrs 


State TAPE or DISC 


(Add £2.00 
for Disc). 


Send cheque / PO 
for return of post service t0 ... 
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“There’s weather going on here: this is the snow building up. Or you can have rain or 
fog. We had a problem making the weather regional, but how do you show it on the 
map? As the game goes on the information builds up and there’s a lot going on there. 
“If the weather gets bad the farmers won't farm, or perhaps some will farm 
because they’re very hungry. If it gets very bad the fishermen won't go out, and so on.” 


> producing food on their behalf. 

As you play there are up to four others also 
attempting to take over the land. These players 
are either generated by the ST, or alternatively 
played by humans across the MIDI port or over 
multiple serial ports. 

What about the sound, which played such 
an important part in the success of Populous? 
Is Dave Hanlon also doing the sound for 
Powermonger? “Dave doesn’t seem so 
interested in it any more. We asked him to do 
the sound for Flood, but it took him about nine 
months and even then it wasn’t very good. So 
we used someone from outside, Charles Callét, 
for the first time. He did the sound for Flood, 
and before that he did North and South, 
Drakkhen and Fred for Infogrames. 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


From conception and for a long time 
Powermonger — a name Bullfrog themselves 
seem less than keen on — was called 
Warmonger. Electronic Arts in the States 
rejected it as too belligerent, and came up 
with a list of some 50 alternatives, including 
Captain’s Feast, Captain O My Captain (bit of 
Dead Poetry going on there), In A Faraway 
World, Megalomania and All-out Superpower 
Confrontation (and Warmonger was too 
aggressive?). 

EA in the States apparently go in a lot for 
“focus groups,” in which a pack of brats get 
together and give their considered opinion on 
anew game’s title or how it plays. 


ATARI 1040 STE inc 
Professional Pack (Word-up, K Spread 3, 
Metacomco Basic, Superbase Personal) 

449.00 


Add £105.00 for SM124 mono monitor 


Music 


ATARI 520 STE POWERPACK 
inc 20 games, Joystick, First Basic, 


“The sounds are going to be really difficult, too. 
You want them context sensitive, but it depends 
on what you're looking at at the time.” 

One idea originally mooted but finally 
discarded was to have the game record the real 
time when you finish, so that when you returned 
to it a week later, a week would have elapsed in 
the game! 

“But we eventually decided against that, 
because so few ST owners have a real-time 
clock, and anyway people would try altering it 
and run the clock forward to 2029 or 
something and expect to see the villagers 
developing space rockets and so on!” stf 
@ Don’t miss the full and definitive ST 
review of Powermonger - coming to these 
pages very soon! 


TEL: LEEDS (0532) 637988 


COMPUTERS 


UNIT 8, ARMLEY PARK COURT, STANNINGLEY ROAD, LEEDS LS12 2AE 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY. ALL OUR PRODUCTS ARE UK SPECIFICATION 


Maker and organiser 
software 


PHILIPS CM8833 


Stereo monitor inc lead 


ATARI STFM DISCOVERY PACK 

Inc Mouse, manuals, Bomb Jack, Carrier 
NEW. Command, Space Harrier, Outrun , 

STOS, Neochrome, First Basic, ST Tour, 


£249.00 


DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 


£359.00 


£279.00 


ACCESSORIES 


Naksha Micro Switch Mouse... 

Scart Lead. 

Printer Lead... 

Banx stackabie disk boxes . 

50 Capacity lockable 3.5 di 

100 Capacity lockable 3.5 disk boxes. 
Universal Printer Stand......... 


PRINTERS (inc lead) 


Star LC10 Mk Il Mono 


3.5 INCH DISKS 


100% ERROR FREE 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
135 TPI 
Star LC10 Mono 9 pin .. SONY BULK 

Citizen Swift 24 pin 10... 
NEC P2 + 24 Pin. 
Easy Draw 2 CAD...... 


Data Manager Pro..... 
Home Accounts. 


12 inch monitor covers 

14 inch monitor covers 

Tilt &Swivel 14" Monitor Stand 
Joystick double extension leads 


GFA Basic Interpretor 
GFA Basic Compiler.......... 

The Atari ST Explored. 

1001 Things To Do With Your 

ST Programmers Referencs 

ST 3D Graphics ......sscssssnene 

Atari ST for Beginners. 

Atari ST Tricks & Tips ....... 


STOS Compiler 
Timeworks DTI 
Steinburger Pro 12 

Prodigy (sequencer 
Sequencer One. 

MasterSound (sampler) 
Quartet 

Replay Professional (sampler) 


Atari SM124... 
3 way Printer Sharer 


Naksha Mouse (micro switchboard) Atari ST Basic To C.. 


a 
THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION 


OPEN 9.00AM TO 5.40PM MONDAY TO 
SATURDAY OPEN SUNDAYS 10.00AM TO 3.00PM 
OPEN THURSDAY ‘TILL 8PM 
FOR THE BEST PRICES, BEST ADVICE AND THE BEST SERVICE, YOUR ONLY CHOICE IS FIRST CHOIC! 
Call into our showroom or order by telephone for 
a fast delivery Tel: 0532 637988 Fax: 0532 637 689° 
please make ch payable to First Choice 


VISA 
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vesham Micro 


AN ATARI Deaer OF Tue YEAR 1989 


Ry SOLDERLESS MEMORY 
UPGRADES FOR ANY ST 


V Fits Any pre-STE 
Machine in Minutes 


V Uses SIMMS RAM 
Modules for Effortless 
Upgradeability 


V Probably the Neatest ST 
RAM Upgrade available ! 


RAM Upgrade Kit with board unpopulated .. 


RAM Upgrade Kit With 512K RAM installed: 
upgrades a 520 ST to total of 1Mb RAM... 


stock 


Upgrade the memory of your ST quickly and easily 
with our new, fully software compatible RAM upgrade 
board. Designed for pre-STE machines, the unit 
accepts SIMMS slot-in memory modules, making RAM 
eng simplicity itself. No soldering required! No W-¥\y) Upgrade Kit With 2Mb RAM installed: 
electronics knowledge needed! Available with or 

without RAM modules. Allows upgrade in stages of upgrades a 520/1040/Mega ST1 to 2.5Mb .. 

1Mb, 2.5Mb and 4Mb, as and when necessary. MgLWMmellelel+(m Qian UBC LVM Semel te 


Straightforward installation - full instructions provided. upgrades a 520/1040/Mega ST1 to 4Mb.. 


Our Atari ST prices include mouse, user guide, 
etc., PLUS 5 disks of Public Domain software 
including ‘Neochrome’ graphics utility, ‘First Word’ 
wordprocessor, games, graphics and utilities. 


‘520 STFM DISCOVERY PACK 


High quality, good value package based around the 520STFM computer 
including 512K RAM, 1Mb Drive and built-in TV modulator: Aso sup lied is: 


STOS Game Creator Outrun 7 
Carrier Command Bomb Jack £259 00 
Space Harrier Neochrome . 


FirST BASIC Atari ST Tour § 5 
plus ‘Discovering your Atari ST’ Book \ inc. VAT S.delivery 4 


Also available with 1Mb RAM fitted for only £339.00 


Includes the latest 520STE with 1Mb drive, joystick, mouse, user guide, 5 disks of public domain 
software, plus an Incredible selection of chart-topping software (£500 


R-Type Pacmania Out Run Nebulus 
Atterbumer Starglider Bombuzal Stargoose 
Double Dragon Super Huey Xenon First Music 
Super Hangon —_ Eliminator Gauntlet I First Basic 
Space Harrier Predator Black Lamp Organiser 
Overlander Bombjack Starray 


520 STE Power Pack with 1Mb RAM installed .. 
520 STE Power Pack with 2Mb RAM installed 
520 STE Power Pack with 4Mb RAM installed . 


1040 STE Professional rockoae 


Superb starter package, consisting of a 1040 STE with an cxcolont sekecion of siete software. 


Pack includes :- 


Kuma Wordprocessor FirST BASIC 
Kuma Database Hyper Paint 
Kuma Spreadsheet ‘Prince’ game 


nc. VAT & delivery 
1040 STE Professional Pack with 2Mb RAM installed .. £574.00 


Kuma Business Graphics STAC Adventure Creator 


lega 
Atari Mega ST1 as above with SM124, upgraded to 2Mb RAM 
Atari Mega ST1 as above with SM124, upgraded to 4Mb RAM 
Atari Mega ST2 with SM124 monochrome monitor (2Mb RAM) 
Atari Mega ST4 with SM124 monochrome monitor (4Mb RAM 


ATARI LYNX Portable Games System 


@ Fantastic hand-held portable 16-bit video games machine 
@ Excellent built-in high definition, full colour LCD display 
@ Capable of displaying up to 16 colours out of a possible 4096 i 
@ 32-bit audio processor produces superb 4-Channel sound : eee vailable 
@ Left or right hand play easily achieved with screen flip option! § Gates of Zendocon . 
@ Multiplayer Competitions possible using COMLYNX cable Electro Cop... 
(supplied) to connect with other Atari Lynx systems ¢ Chips Challenge 
@ Free California Games (multiplayer) game card supplied! : source m 
@ Uses 6x AA batteries (not supplied) or AC adapter (supplied) & 


“Game Cards 
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information, 
processing. Our fully equipped Workshop enables us to carry 
out almost any repair on our premises. We feel sure that you 
won't be disappointed if you choose Evesham Micros. 


ONLY £159.00 


coupled with highly efficient 


Buy with confidence from one of the longest established 
companies in their field, with a reputation for good service 
and prices. We have invested heavily in a computer system 
to enable our Telesales staff to provide up-to-the-minute 


order 


PRINTERS 


Prices include VAT, delivery and cable 


Star LC10, inc. 2 extra black ribbons 

Star LC10 colour, inc. 2 extra black ribbons 
Star LC10 Mk.II improved speed 180/44 cps . 
Star LC24-10 24 pin, excellent value 


. £159.00 
. £209.00 
. £199.00 
. £239.00 


12 months On-site Maintenance included with all Star 
FR and XB models; also available for any other Star 


printer for only £7.95 extra! 

Star FR-10 9pin 300/76cps 16 NLQ fonts 
Star FR-15 as FR-10, wide carriage 

Star XB24-10 24pin; 4 SLQ, 25 LQ fonts .. 
Star XB24-15 as XB24-10, wide carriage 
Star Colour Upgrade unit for XB or FR mt 
Star SS10DM c/s/feeder for FR10/XB24-10 
Star SS15DM c/s/teeder for FR15/XB24-15 


Star LC15 wide carriage vers. of LC10 
Star LC24-15 wide carriage vers. of LC; 
Star Laserprinter 8, 8ppm/300dpi 

(price inc.1 yearon-site maintenance) 
OLIVETTI DM100S Qpin printer 200/30 cps 
Price includes 1 year on-site warranty! 
Olivetti cut sheet feeder for DM100S 


. £399.00 
. £499.00 
. £499.00 
. £649.00 
. £ 39.00 
- £100.00 
. £170.00 
. £329.00 
. £409.00 


Olivetti PG-306 laser; 512K RAM, HP compatible ... 


Epson LX400 budget 10' 

Epson LQ550 10" 24pin 

Epson LQ400 (like LQ550 model above) .. 
Panasonic KXP1180 multi-feature 9 pin 
Panasonic KXP1124 24pin printer 

Panasonic KXP1624 24pin wide carr. printer 
Panasonic P37 cut sheet feeder for KXP1180 .. 
Panasonic P36 cut sheet feeder for KXP1124 . 
NEC P2+ 192/64cps multifont 

Hewlett Packard Deskjet Plus 

Hewlett Packard Laserjet III fine 300dpi laser 


DISK DRIVES 


520STFM 1Mb internal drive upgrade kit with full instructions ...... 
5.25” Floppy Drive 40/80 track switchable (360/720K) including PSU 
Atari Megafile 30Mb Hard Disk 

Atari Megafile 60Mb Hard Disk 


MEMORY UPGRADES 


520STE RAM upgrade kit to 1Mb, includes 2x 256K SIMMS modules 
520/1040STE upgrade kit to 2Mb, inc. 2x 1Mb SIMMS modules 
520/1040STE upgrade kit to 4Mb, inc. 4x 1Mb SIMMS modules 
520STFM 1Mb RAM upgrade kit, requires soldering 

520STFM 1Mb RAM upgrade, fitted by us 

Mega ST2 RAM upgrade to 4Mb, fitted by us 


VIDEO DIGITISERS 


Vidi-ST great value real-time video digitiser. 16 shade frame grabber, 
suits video, presentation and DTP applications. Includes software 

Kempston DAATAscan 105mm/200dpi handy scanner package with 
scan window and control button. Comprehensive software faci 


EMULATORS 


PC-Speed Hardware PC emulator; fast and fully compatible. Uses the 
ST's RAM for operation. Includes software .. 

Supercharger Hardware PC emulator: unit features NEC V30 
processor & 1Mb RAM. MDA & CGA video. Simple to install 

Spectre GCR Macintosh emulator package. Includes Mac ROMS . 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Atari SLM804 laserprinter (needs 2Mb +, . 90 days o1 


Contriver Hi-Res Mouse package, superb value; includes pocket & mat . 
Monitor Switch Box - for connection of both 
STF/STFM/STE Joystick & Mouse accessibility extension adapte' 


lour & mono monitors 


including VAT 
and delivery 


ATARI ST ACCESSORIES 


MONITORS & TV/MONITORS 


Atari SM124 Monochrome Hi-Res Monitor . 

Atari SC1224 Colour Medium Res. Monitor 

Philips CM8833 Colour Monitor with stereo sound, includes cable 

Philips P2530 TV/Monitor with remote control & T/text, includes cable 
ips TV Tuner AV7300 for monitors with composite input 


++. £99.00 
. £269.00 
. £259.00 
. £269.00 


£74.95 


£54.95 
£99.00 


. £439.00 


. £589.00 


£89.00 
£229.00 


£215.00 


£339.00 
£369.00 


£989.00 


£1099.00 


£22.95 


ST SOFTWARE 


First Word Plus 


Word Perfect V4.1 
Word Up 
Word Writer 


DATABASES 


Accountant 
Accountant Plus 
Book Keeper .. 
Cash Trader 


Personal Finance Mana 


CAD 3D 1.0.... 
Architectural/Human/Future Design disks .. 
Cyber Control (animator) 
Campus CAD 

Cyber Paint 2. 

Cyber Sculpt 

Cyber Studio 

Cyber Texture 

Degas Elite . 

Easy Draw 2 

Easy Draw + Supercharger 

Easy Tools (requires 1Mb RAM) .. 
Genesis Molecular Modeller . 

GFA Draft Plus . 

GFA Draft Plus V3. 

Migraph Draw Art Pro} 

Migraph Scan Art 

Spectrum 512 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 


Desktop Publisher . £69.95 
Desktop Publisher Clip-art pac! . £19.95 
Fleet Street Publisher Version 1. . £80.00 


LETS MAKE 


Signs and Banners £8. eo 
Greetings Cards 

Calendars & Stationary 

Art Library 1/2 (clip art) [Please state which) 


C-Lab Creator 
C-Lab Notator ... 
C-Lab Creator / 
C-Lab Notator / Unitor 
C-Lab X-Alyzer . 
Dr.T Tiger Cub 
Mastertracks Junior . 
Prodigy 

RealTime 

Replay IV 

Steinberg Cubase 
Steinberg Pro 24. 
Super Conductor 
Track 24 

Virtuoso 


PROG 


FTL Modula-2 ... 

GFA BASIC Compiler . 
GFA BASIC Version 3 
GST C Compiler 
Hisoft Devpac 2. 
Hisoft Power Basi 
Lattice C V5.0 

Macro Assemb! 
Prospero C 

Prospero Pascal 
STOS Game creator 


ighting 
F-29 Retaliator 
Flight Simulatot 
Italy 1990 
Ivanhoe 
Kick Off 2 
Klax ... 
Leisure Suit Larry Ill 
Mid Winter . 
Skidz .... 
Tennis Cup 


Autoroute ... 
Epson Emulator for Atari SLM804 printer 


Mini Office Presentat 
Mini Office Spreadsheet 
NeoDesk 2.0 . 

Turbo Jet 

Video Titler 


63 Bridge Street 5 Glisson Road 
Evesham 
Worcs WR11 4SF 
@ 0386 -765180 
fax: 0386-49761 
Open Mon - Sat, 9.00 - 5.30 


@ 0223-323898 
fax: 0223-322883 


RETAIL SHOWROOMS 


Cambridge CBI 2HA 


Open Mon- Sat, 9.30 - 6.00 
Specialist Education Centre 


Full Featured, Top Quality 
External 2nd Floppy Drive 


'"... a very smart looking drive indeed ... a very slim and 
-.. quiet device ... it is very keenly priced too." 


- ST WORLD, September 1989 


SUPER 
LOW 
PRICE! 


£67.95 


including VAT 
and delivery - 
Why pay more? 


An external 
2nd drive for the = 
Atari ST at an ultra low 

price - complete with its own plug-in external power 
supply (beware of other makes of drive that take 
their power from the joystick port !) Based around 
a Teac/Citizen drive mechanism, this drive gives 
the full 720K formatted capacity. Quiet in 
operation, neat slimline design, colour matched to 
the ST, with a long connection cable for location 
left or right of the computer. 


PHILIPS 
15" FST 
TV/MONITOR 
(MODEL 2530) 


With its dedicated monitor input, this 
model combines the advantages of a high 
quality medium resolution monitor with 
the convenience of remote control 
Teletext TV - at an excellent low price ! 
vw Suits any Atari ST (cable supplied) 
v Teletext facilities; on screen graphics 
v Full infra-red remote control SN | wad Man) 


PNT 


Na 


wT 


~ SCART Input/Output Connector 
v Audio/Composite Video inputs 
60 TV tuner presets 
~ Headphone private listening jack 

v External aerial input (aerial supplied) 


£269.00 seivey 


iil 


ATARI ST REPAIRS 
BY THE EXPERTS 


Our fully equipped service 
department Is ready to handle 
almost any Atari ST repair. 
We can now offer fixed price repairs on 
any ST computer. Our price is inclusive of 
return postage, and covers any fault 
occurring in normal usage, including disk 
drive problems. We reserve the right to 
refuse any machine that we consider to 
have been damaged other than in normal 
use, eg. substandard repair work, lightning 
and physical damage - these will be 

quoted for separately. 
ST Fixed Rate Repair ........... £65.00 


If you are in any doubt, please 
telephone us on 0386 446441 
Service Exchange on 
Atari ST power supplies ..... £45.00 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY 
Same day despatch whenever possible. Express Courier delivery £5.00 extra. 
MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT 
Unit 9 St Richards Rd, Evesham, Worcs WR11 6XJ 
Call us now on © 0386- 765500 (i) 


8 lines, Open Mon-Sat, 9.00-5.30. Fax: 0386-765354 
Technical support (open Mon- Fri, 9.30 -5.30) : 0386-40303 


Send an Order with Cheque, Postal Government, Education & PLC orders welcome 
» 


# All products covered by 12 Months Warranty 
Order or ACCESSI/VISA card details ‘All goods subject to availability, E. & O.E. 


10 double sided, double density 3.5" bulk packed 
disks, fully ST compatible, fully guaranteed 

25 DS/DD 3.5” disks, larger quantity of above of 

10 DS/DD 3.5” disks with plastic library case 

25 DS/DD 3.5" disks as above, but with 
40 capacity lockable disk storage unit 

Kodak DS/DD 3.5" disks, top quality storage media 
fully guaranteed. Box of 10 for only .... és 


Atari ST Books 


Atari ST GEM Programmer's Reference 
Atari ST Tricks and Tips 
Atari ST Introduction to MIDI Programming 


Atari ST Disk Drives - Inside and Out .. 

Concise ST 68000 Reference Guide (Version 2) 
First Steps in 68000 Assembly Language .... 
GFA BASIC Advanced Programming Guide 
GFA BASIC V3 Software Development 

Your Second Manual .. 


1762 Pershore Road 
Cotteriage, 
Birmingham 0 3BH 
B 021-458 4564 
fax : 021-433 3825 
Open Mon - Sat, 9.00 - 5.30 


bx 
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ST- CENTRONICS printer lead. £6. 95 
Neoprene Mouse Mat £3.95 
Quickjoy 2 Turbo Joystick £9.95 
Comp. Pro 5000 J/stick... £13.95 
Joystick/Mouse Ext. Leads........£5.95 
Naksha Mouse...... 33.95 
10 UNBRANDED 3.5" DSDD 
DISCS iirrcctecsrecannes 

20 UNBRANDED 3.5" DSDD- 
DISCS init. semteenmrne cersy cart £13.00 
10 SONY MF2DD DSDD 

DISCS... Heeperercnsr een st S15) 
20 SONY. MF2DD DSDD 


+£6.95 


Timeworks Desktop 
Timeworks DTP Tutor.. 


Supercharged Easy Draw 2 
Mini Office Graphs 
K-Graph 3 

Canvas... 

Degas Elite. 

Spectrum 512. 

Cyber Studio .. 

Cyber Paint 

§} Cyber Sculpt. £59.95 
Tempus 2-Programmers Editor ...£29. 
Hisoft Power Basic 

Hisoft Basic (inc GEM libs).. 
GST C Compiler... 

Hisoft C Interpreter 

Prospero C Compiler. 

Lattice C V5... 

GST Macro As: 5 
K-Seka Assembler ... 

Hisoft Devpac V2 assembler 
Hisoft/OSS Personal Pascal 
Prospero Pascal... 

Prospero Fortran... 

Nevada Cobol CG 

Hi isoft eke 


Mini Office Spreadsheet 

DG Cale by Digita .. 

K-Spread 3 by Kuma.. 

K-Spread 4 by Kuma.. 

Home Accounts by Digita....... 
Personal Tax Planner by Digita£28. 95 


P5) £11 95 
Super Card Index by B.Ware ..£19.95 
Base 2 by Antic/Catalog... £21.95 


PROTEXT V4.2 
Command based (non-GEM) and 
very fast, this is the word processor 
for those who want to handle words 
quickly and efficiently. No graphic 
fonts, just speed and a whole host of 
features aimed at producing text with 
the minimum of effort. Includes Spell 
Checker and very powerful Mail 
Merge routines. Our favourite WP 
program on any machine. 


RRP £99.95 our price £64.95 


Also available, Protext Demo disc. 
Working version and great rolling 
demo, ideal for prospective 
purchasers and as a tutorial for 
owners. £5.00 


PRODATA 
Arnor's new database will not 
disappoint. Features excellent data 
layout facilities, including a wide 
range of printer effects, 10 indexes 
per data file, and uses many of 
Protext's editing commands. 


RRP £79.95 our price £55.95 


PRO-PACK!! 
Protext and Prodata 
£114.95 


SECOND DISC DRIVES 
Quality external second 3.5" double 
sided disc drive, INCLUDING PSU 
AND CABLE. 


£69.95 


Protext see "Specials". 
First Word Plus . 
K-Word 2 

K-Spell 


Abacus 

ST for Beginners 

ST 3-d Graphics 

ST Machine Language > 
ST Gem Prog. Ref. Guide....... 
ST Tricks and Tips 

ST Disc Drives Inside & Out... 
ST Basic to C 

Others 

The C Language. by K&R 

Big Red Book of C 

Using ST Basic .... 

Pascal: A beginners Guide 
The Game makers Manual...... 


VIDI-ST 
The best value video digitiser 
available for the ST. Grabs mono 
images in 16 shades from any 
domestic VCR (with composite video 
output) to be saved as NEO or Degas 
files for use with other graphic or 
D.T.P. software. 


RRP £99.95 our price £79.95 | 


HITACHI VIDEO CAMERA 
Basic black & white CCTV camera 
ideal for digitising with VIDI-ST. 
£219.95 


VIDI-PACK 
VIDI-ST 
HITACHI VIDEO CAMERA 


STOS-THE GAME CREATOR 
STOS Basic Interpreter... 
STOS Add-on Compiler .. 
STOS PLUS COMPILER 
STOS Maestro 
STOS Sprites 600. 
STOS Games Galore Ae 
Game Makers Manual (book).£11.95 


MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
SPREADSHEET 
PRESENTATION GRAPHICS 
COMMUNICATIONS 
£15.95 EACH 
2 FOR £30.00 


All nylon fabric, not PVC type. 
STFM/STE keyboard ... = 
Atari SM124 Monitor . 

Philips CM8833 Monitor 

Star LC10, Mk1, 2 or Colour 
Star LC24-10... 

Panasonic KXP 

Panasonic KXP1124. 

Citizen 120 D and Plus. 


Day by Day Electronic Diary ...£22.95 
K-Comm 2 £32.95 
Harlekin, (mono, 1 meg) .. 
Hisoft Twist 
Hisoft Turbo ST.. 
Hisoft Knife ST... 
Flexidump - 9 pin Mono 
- 9 pin Colour.. 
- 24 pin (both). 


| STAR LC-10 COLOUR.. 


Fun School 2 ees ae 
Fun School 2 for 6-8's... 
Fun School 2 for 8-12’ 


| Answerback Junior Quiz (6-17 ) £13. 95 


General Knowledge Quiz 

Factfile Spelling (6-11) a 

Factfile Arithmetic (6-17) 3 
Factfiles are for Quiz only 

French Mistress (12-adult)......£14.95 

German Master (72-adult). 

Spanish Tutor (12-adult) 

Italian Tutor 

B. Spell (5-8) 

Schooltime Maths (over 5's)....£10.95 

Play-Spell (7 and over) 

Learn to Read With Prof... 


Mavis Beacon Typing (12+).. £28, 95 


Mastersoun: 

STOS Maestro Plus 
Replay 4 

Replay Professional 


All prices include 12 month 
guarantee cable, a ribbon, VAT and 
delivery. 
CITIZEN 120D PLUG............£139.95 
Cheap 9 pin, with 2 NLQ fonts 


| PANASONIC KXP-1081 


Well built, NLQ in all sizes 
STAR LC-10 MONO..............£169.95 
Four NLQ fonts, double height 


| STAR LC-10 MONO MARK 2.£189.95 


Fast version of the mark 1 
ah 9.95, 
Best value colour pi 

STAR LC24-10......... "£249, 95 
Budget 24-pin. 5 fonts 

PANASONIC KXP-1124.......£259.95 

Much better than the 24-10 
CITIZEN SWIFT 24 


Manufacturers original ribbons 
Star LC-10 Mono.. 

Panasonic KXP-1080/1081 

Star LC24-10 

Star LC-10 Colour 

Heat Transfer Ribbons 

produce iron on transfers. 

Citizen 120-D 

Star LC-10 Mono.. 

Star LC-10 Colour... 


Please Note All prices include VAT and postage in the UK. 
We ONLY advertise products actually available 
at time of going to press. We DO NOT advertise products "Due Shortly" as they rarely are!! 
Overseas orders welcome - Please write for prices 
CALLERS WELCOME! MON-FRI 9.30am TO 5pm SAT 10am To 4pm 


M.J.C. SUPPLIES (SF) 
EN 40A Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 9TS 
Tel: (0462) 


420847, 421415 or 432897 for Enquiries / Credit Card Orders 


Prop M. J. Cooper 


Having trouble waking up your hard disk? Can’t get 
your telly to work as a monitor? This month we devote 
over four stonking pages to DESKTOP as Neil Jackson 
makes your problems disappear 


UPSIDE DOWN MOUSE 


Many readers have asked why their mouse has 
suddenly become confused in the up/down 
direction. What went up now goes down, and 
vice versa. Beware, this means trouble. There's 
a nasty little ST virus going round called The 
Ghost which causes this. Many of you know of it 
already and take steps to prevent it spreading, 
but for the benefit of poor souls who've been 
unwittingly infected, The Ghost works like this... 
On the first space on any disk there’s a two 
byte code which tells GEM if the disk is auto- 
bootable. Not to be confused with the Auto 
folder method of booting, this code doesn't 
appear on the Desktop. When the ST is booted 
rom disk, this code is read. If it indicates the 
disk is auto-bootable, then an executable pro- 
gram is loaded in from the bootsector of the 
disk. This is normally a way of automatically 
loading and running a program without needing 
to show the GEM Desktop. 

But the loonies struck. Instead of a boot 
program, they created a program which imme- 


The ever-popular Degas Elite from Electronic 
Arts is full of little-known tricks which aren’t 
shown on the control screen. Many of the best 
time-saving tricks lie.in the geometric shape- 
drawing section. 

@ Circles can be dragged out as circles, rather 
than ellipses which you have to align, if you 
press ALTERNATE before clicking the left 
button on the centre-point. 

™@ Disks can be automatically outlined as you 
draw them if you hold down SHIFT before left- 
clicking the centre-point. CONTROL makes 
them fill with solid colour rather than the 
current pattern fill. 

@ Boxes and frames have rounded corners if 
you hold ALTERNATE before clicking on the 
first corner - SHIFT and CONTROL features 
work with these too. 

@ Block mode (ESC) can be enhanced if you 
hold SHIFT while pressing ESC. You can then 
draw a polygon around your chosen object 
and use RETURN to link the last two points 
together. In X-ray mode you can then move 
oddly-shaped blocks around the screen at will. 


issue 13-AUGUST-90 


Disk Characteristics: 

Drives 4 

Sides on disk: 1 

Tracks on disk: 8 &) 
Sectors per track: 10 ) 
Reserved sectors: 1 

Sectors per FAT: 3 

Copies of FAT: 2 

Directory sectors: 7 

Self Booting, 

Extra FAT sectors MOT zero, i; 
Disk very suspicious, N 


@ Super Virus Killer on STF Cover Disk 8 
can help your mouse sort itself out 


diately copies itself to a secret location, deep in 
the bowels of the ST, where it’s not affected by 
a reset. Once installed the program intercepts 
every disk used and surreptitiously copies itself 
to the bootsector of the disk in the drive. Each 
time it does this successfully it makes a note of 
the fact. 

Most of the time it re-writes itself to the 
disk it came in from, but the fun really starts 


DEGAS TIPS 


TECHNICAL advice 


©) 


when you reset the computer and boot from 


another disk. The Ghost is still in the machine 
and spots the new disk and its uninfected boot 
block. If it isn’t write-protected, then zap! It 


copies itself there, destroying any legitimate 
bootblock which was already there. 
Once The Ghost has successfully copied 


itself to disk ten times, it lets you know by 


fiddling with the ST’s system variable for the 


mouse up/down axis. So the first you know of 


its presence is when the mouse flips. By then, 
ten disks may be damaged, each one being a 
potential source of another attack, another ten 
carriers, and so on, Pretty soon everything's 
covered in viruses. 

So how can you stop it? CRL distribute a 


Virus Killer program which identifies The Ghost 


and many others viruses, and is updated as new 
ones are found. There are also virus killers in the 
public domain, but that’s a bit like getting medi- 
cal health from the man in the street. STF Cover 
Disk 8 featured a virus killer called Super Virus 
Killer which spots a large number of nasties, but 
because it’s American, updates are rare. 


@ STF’s favourite TV personality, Roger Mellie, gets the Degas irregular block treatment 


RETURN makes copies directly below the 
current cursor position leaving the block 
attached to the cursor. 

@ Holding ALTERNATE before defining a block 
causes the original block to be removed from 
screen, leaving a hole in its place. 

@ Lastly and most usefully, the cursor can be 
moved by holding SHIFT and pressing the 


keyboard arrows to move in steps of eight 
pixels. Holding SHIFT and ALTERNATE and 
the arrow key moves in single pixel steps, 
which is really handy for precise positioning. 
This is a GEM technique which also works on 
the standard ST Desktop. You’ll also find that 
the INSERT and CLR/HOME keys emulate the 
mouse buttons when SHIFT is held down. 
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Business 
Software 


ATARI ST SOFTWARE 


Accountant Plus 

Small Business Accounts Prospero Fortran 
Small Business Accounts Extr Prospero Pascal .. 
Small Business Accounts Plus Prospero Toolkit .. 
Personal Accounts Plus ST68881 Libraries 
Personal Tax Planner Mark Williams C.... 
Cashbook Controller .. Mark Williams C.S.D. 
Final Accounts GST C. Compiler 
GST ASM 


Lattice C V5 .. 

Hisoft Power Basic . 
Hisoft Basic...... 
Hisoft C. Interpreter 


: FTL Modula 2 
Data Manager Professional 


Super Base Personal 2 
Super Base Professiona 
Digita DGBASE 

Prodata .. 


DESKTOP. PUBLISHING 


Timeworks DTP 
DTP Clip Art Pack. 


Personal Pascal V2 
WERCS plus GDOS 

GFA Basic Compiler V3.. 
GFA Basic Interpreter V3 
Nevada Cobol (with C/PM) 
MPE Forth 83 (GEM) .. 


Digicalc .... 
K-Spread 3 
K-Spread 4 
Logistix .. 
Hyperchart 


WORD PROCESSORS 


GST First Word Plus V3 


Campus Draft 

CAD 3D V1.0. 

Cyber Studio CAD 3D V2 
Cyber Control 

Cyber Paint V2 . 

Cyber Sculpt! 

Cyber Texture 
Architecture Design .. 
Human Design 
Cartoon Design 
Future Design 
Easy Draw 2 
Supercharged Easy Draw 2 
Easy Draw 2 Tech Art 
Easy Draw 2 Scan Ant .. 
Easy Tools .......00 

Easy Draw 2 Art 


Wordperfect .. 


G+ Plus 
Multidesk 
Hyperpaint 
Hyperdraw 

GFA Gem Ut 
GFA Ray Trace 
Neochrome 
Neodesk ... 
Degas Elite 
Spectrum 51 
Tempus 2 Editor .. 
Knife ST... 
Turbo ST V1.6 
Harlekin 
K-Graph 3 
Mailshot ... 
Mailshot Plus 
SLM 804 Epson Emulatot 


No surcharges on European orders! 
FM Melody Maker . Many other titles in stock. 


Phone 07 2582 NOW! 
NEW RELEASES 


Harlekin .. F .... £39.95 
Lattice C V5....... £119.00 
GFA Draft PLUS V3.13 .. ..£109.00 
Fleet Street Publisher V3 . .. £159.00 


C-LAB Creator 
C-LAB Notator 
Pro 24 .. 


GST First Word Plus V3.14..........06 outa 
Prospero Gia cdvsacoucetetsnvamitronetess ee 
BeckerCAD ...........0005 = cbaaseuoes esate £109.00 
Timeworks DTP + DTP Clip Art Pack .£85.00 
All prices include VAT & delivery. Make cheques payable to Cambridge Business Softw: 
Melbourn Science Park, Moat Lane, Melbourn, Royston, Herts, SG8 6EJ 


IMMEDIATE DESPATCH (subject to availability) jam 


ORDERS WELCOME FROM EDUCATION, GOVT. & TVEI 
HOW TO ORDER: 
TEL 0763 262582 - FAX 0763 262425 - TELEX 817932 
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PAINTPOT version 2.1. The New ST Graphics Package with a Graphics Interface! 

eos oe "You seem to click and achieve results quite 

a eS —- intuitively"ST World, March ‘90 

if Paintpot makes it easy to create 
photographic quality colour or monochrome 
graphics with any ST, MEGA or STE (all 
resolutions)."Very friendly... Good value. (at 
£19.95)" ST Format 


OSE COLOUR] 


This is the user interface in low resolution 


“| particularly liked the brush selecting method". ST World 
“Using Paintpot is a real reese -Supreinay large number of features" Micromart 


* 4096 colours (STE) * 9 screens (1040) * 
Degas, IMG. 
PRICE £14.95 FREE PP Demo Disk: send a blank disk and SAE to Switchsoft 


AUDIO BOOSTER £23.50 
Transform the sound quality of your ST. Low and high frequency 
boosters + volume control. ST & STE. 


STEREO AUDIO BOOSTER £31.95 STE ONLY 
2 oplepedkers as above. True stereo from your STE (+ Amiga) 
MAINS ADAPTER for audio boosters £4.95 


ST TO HIFICONNECTOR £10.95 (ST) £7.95 (STE stereo) 

A four metre lead which connects your ST to a hifi thus achieving 
superior sound quality. 2 standard phono plugs connect with 
practically any hifi, 


ST TO HEADPHONE CONNECTOR £10.95(ST) £7.95 (STE stereo) 
Takes 1 standard headphone or 2 walkman type phones. 


RAPID FIRE JOYSTICK TURBO-CHARGER £11.95 
Hit the turbo charger button to fire your joystick thousands of times faster than standard autofire. 


MONITOR SWITCHBOX (by popular demand) £19.95 
Swap between colour and mono monitors without unplugging. Same high quality grey case as 
the popular LImpet (below). Attaches by velcro and includes audio ouput. 


FLOPPY SWITCHBOX £19.95 
Swap between 2 disk drives connected to the floppy port 
Attaches by velcro. 


THE LIMPET SWITCHBOX (ST + Amiga) 

The Limpet eliminates the necessity to repeatedly plug and 
unplug the mouse and second joystick. Now just swap 
between them at the flick of a swich! Prevents malfunction of 
the ports.Sticks to your computer with velcro. 

PRICE £19.95 

Double Limpet (Plugs into Port 0 and port 1) - £23.95 


ST VIDEO REVIEW ONLY £9.95 

A3 hour VHS video tape crammed with ST games. See the software actually running so that 
you can buy only the best. 

13 pin (monitor) or 14 pin (drive) DIN plugs. 
13 or 14 pin DIN sockets...... oa 

5 pin DIN plugs or sockets (MIDI port 
(all in line) 


EM Fonts * Fully compatible file formats: Neo, 


Prices include P&P. Please make your cheque or Postal order payable to 
SWITCHSOFT and send to: Dept STF2, 4 Stone Bridge, Darlington, 
County Durham DL1 1PB. Tel 0325 482454. 24 hour telesales 


Ss 5 
Gi I\ service: you can leave your order on our answerphone. eX EE 


Enquiries (and credit card orders) please ring after 6.30pm. 
All items delivered from stock usually on the day your order is received 


LOOK! 
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BULK BUYERS CAL 
FOR THE LATEST 31/2 DS/HD. 
PRICES 84p 


WHY PAY MORE FOR 
YOUR DISKS AND BOXES? 


BOXES 
40 cap £4.00 
80 cap £4.30 
100 cap £4.35 


SONY BULK 
31/2 DS/DD 


45p SAME 


DAY DESPATCH 


* PHONE NOW FOR THIS MONTHS AMAZING OFFER * 
ADD £2.85 P&P. ADD £9 next day delivery 
ATARIS 

£159 DISCOVErY...sssscesseeesseeee e259 


£345 External Drive 
£7 +PSU.. 


ACCESSORIES 


£2.80 Cleaning Kits. 
750 LC-10 B/W Ribbon£3.85 
£1 Colour... 


Mouse Mat. 
1000 Tractor labels 


CALL OR SEND CHEQUES TO B.C.S LTD 
349 DITCHLING ROAD, BRIGHTON BNI 6JJ 


Tel: 0273 506269 7 days. 24 hours [=] 


> Prevention is much better than cure, so don't 


write-enable disks unless you need to, switch 
the computer off for 30 seconds before insert- 
ing any new disk in the drive, and don’t swap 
pirated software. You only need to be totally 
infected once to know how annoying it is; twice 
and you're verging on the suicidal. CRL = 081 
533 2918. 


THERE’S SO MUCH IN IT 


Jonathan Horton of Corsham has noticed that 
with FastCopy version 2.1, it’s possible to 
format a disk using up to 99 tracks, giving 
1,012,736 bytes space on a disk. Does this 
make his disk drive superior, he wants to know. 
Well, no, not really. Most drives do this, but 
sadly, the disk itself can’t be trusted to keep 
that much data safely. You could take a risk if 
you had to move a huge file from one ST to 
another, but don’t remove the file from memory 
until it’s done. 82 tracks at 10 sectors is the 
top limit DESKTOP recommends. Beyond that 
it’s very risky. 


TUNING TO THE BEEB 


Back in STF 11, DESKTOP looked at how to 
transport BBC programs to the ST for use in 
emulators. The major problem lies with the total 
inability of the ST to cope with the BBC- 
formatted disk. However, there is a way to get 
programs from the old dinosaur to your hi-tech 
ST using an Archimedes number cruncher. Find 
a mate who's daft enough to own an A3000 
Archie with a 5.25 inch disk drive and has a 
copy of !PCDIR. Use this to copy files from the 
BBC disk onto an IBM-formatted 3.5 inch disk. 
This can then be read by your ST with no 
problem, but don’t forget, BBC programs don't 
run on STs without an emulator package. A big 
thank you to Geof Hillier from Southsea for 
this neat little sidestep. 


HARD DISK HASSLES 


Hard disk owners know that in order to boot 
from their hard disk, a program similar to 
ICDBOOT.SYS must be present on the Drive C 
partition. If this gets corrupted, then the hard 
disk won't boot up and the system usually won't 
boot from the floppy drive(s) either. 

You can try turning off the hard disk and 
booting from drive A, but any attempt to run a 
hard disk boot program (such as ICDBOOT.PRG) 
from here won't work because it can’t find the 
hard disk. Obvious really, because you've just 


turned it off. If you turn it back on, then drive A - 


won't run the booter properly because the hard 
disk interferes with drive A’s DMA channel. 

The trick is to get the hard drive booter into 
memory before you turn on the hard drive itself 
and then delay running it until the hard drive is 
up to speed. But how? 

Copy the boot program and any hard disk 
utilities (like HDUTIL.PRG) from drive A into a 
RAM disk before turning on the hard disk. Once 
they're safely in memory, turn on the hard drive 
and wait for it to get up to speed. Run the boot 
program from the RAM disk and the hard disk 
should be under control again. All that remains 
is to create a new boot sys file on the hard disk 
using the utilities program in the RAM disk. 
Once re-installed, the boot sys file enables you 
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TECHNICAL advice 


If you own a Grundig TV set and you’ve tried 
to use the SCART sockets to squirt ST colour 
signals into it, you were probably 
disappointed. Why? Because it doesn’t work. 
For some reason, the makers of Grundig 
sets include a connection 
in their version of the 
SCART socket which 
switches the TV into RGB 
(red, green, blue) video 
mode. This pin, number 16, 
needs to have a voltage 
greater than 0.75 volts 
applied to it before the 
RGB input works. 
Theoretically this shouldn’t present a problem 
because the ST has a 12 volt output available 
on pin eight of the monitor socket, but 
unfortunately, this doesn’t help. The 
switching pin 16 draws a current of around 15 


47 ohm approx. 


RED, GREEN AND BLUE 


mA (milliamps), and the STs 12V supply can’t 
deliver this level of current. The easiest 
solution is to use an external battery, either a 
1.2V nicad or a 1.5V dry battery and a 47 ohm 
resistor as shown below. If you so desire, you 
can include a switch to 
control this input, enabling 
A you to disconnect the 
3 battery (to prevent it 
discharging while the TV 
and ST are off) or watch 
normal TV programmes 
@ without having to dig 

around the back and 

remove the SCART lead. 
Thanks to Peter Holland and his son from 
Poole for sorting this out. As Grundig owners 
around the country reach for their soldering 
irons, | pose one question: does anyone know 
if this works with Sonys too? 


switch 


100 ohm 
approx. 


Scart Plug 


This SCART lead modification enables you to use a Grundig TV as a monitor 


ST Monitor 
(looking at plug pins) 


to switch off and re-start the whole system from 
cold. The hard disk should be awake and 
operating normally. 

Thanks go to Roland Givan from 
Brentwood, who's obviously suffered long and 
hard to bring DESKTOP this information. 


COLOUR MONITORS 


Graham Yarrow from Coventry is sick and tired 
of watching his ST through his colour TV and 
wants to know what's available on the colour 
monitor front. The list of possible monitors is 
endless, but DESKTOP comes down in favour of 
a select few. For starters there’s the Atari SC 
1224 which is pretty bog standard for around 
£270. This 12 inch monitor plugs straight into 
the ST, has brightness and contrast controls, as 
well as the allimportant volume knob. 

Next up is the Philips CM8833 which retails 
for around £250, but features a 14 inch 
screen, twin speakers (useful for STE owners) 
and a tilting stand. The usual array of colour 
controls are enhanced by a green screen but- 
ton which turn it into a monochrome (but not 
high resolution) black on green display. Not a 
great deal of use, but nice if you're into gad- 
gets. The Philips also needs a SCART lead to 


plug into the ST, but these are usually supplied 
by the dealer. On the whole, a better monitor 
than Atari's. 

Another choice which requires a real ego- 
swallowing exercise is the Amiga 1084S stereo 
colour monitor. Yes, you did read that right. It’s 
popular amongst the games machine’s owners 
due to its stereo inputs, but this makes it all the 
more useful for STE owners. It’s very similar to 
the Philips with a few repositioned knobs and 
switches. For some reason it's about £20 
cheaper than the Philips which is surprising con- 
sidering a large proportion of the guts are the 
same. If you can stand the shame, buy it. 

The best all-rounder without doubt is the 
£4-500 NEC Multisync 2, which features an in- 
line switch to swap between colour (low and 
medium res) and high res. This makes it very 
attractive if you use both games and serious 
software. The only drawback is the lack of 
audio output. To hear anything with an NEC Mul- 
tisync, you have to get an addon like the 
Soundblaster. 

Prices vary from dealer to dealer so shop 
around to get the best deal, especially where 
the 1084 is concerned. Once you've tried a 
monitor, you'll never look back (except, per- 
haps, to watch BBC1 while working on the ST). 
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TECHNICAL advice 


GEM QUICKIES 


Hidden within GEM are a number of 
undocumented features which might reduce the 
strain on the ol’ mouse finger. When reading text 
files, use RETURN to scroll through the text a 
line at a time, or SPACE to scroll page by page. 
When you've had enough, exit the text view 
mode by pressing CONTROL C or Q, whichever 
you prefer. 

And finally, if you change disks and still 
have the old disk’s window active on the 
Desktop, just press ESC and it updates to show 
the new disk’s directory. 

That’s it for the GEM gems, unless of 
course, you know different... 


THE MULTI STORY 


A complaint occasionally levelled at the ST is 
that it has no multi-tasking capability. Multi-task- 
ing is a bit of techno-babble which describes 
the way some computers can run several pro- 
grams simultaneously. For example, it would be 
possible to stop typing in text on your word pro- 
cessor, access another program such as a Cal- 
culator, and return to the word processor with 
new material to carry on where you left off. 
Multitasking would also enable you to run your 
6-hours-to-render raytracing package while 
chatting to a local bulletin board with Vanterm. 

OK, so the ST does have a limited form of 
multi-tasking, in the desk accessory area. Some 
programs are written as accessories and can 
be called into action, used and terminated, with- 
out affecting the program that called them. Not 
all programs can be installed as an accessory 
though, and this is what makes the ST non- 
multitasking. 

Until now, that is. Alex Powell from Brom- 
ley, Kent believes he knows how to expand its 
potential by using a Command Line Interpreter 
(CLI) installed as an accessory. One is available 
from Softville PD library on disk ACC67. With 
this installed you can interrupt any GEM pro- 
gram and jump to the CLI. Type in another pro- 
gram’s name and it's up and running. 

Be warned though, this is not 100% reli- 


THE HUNT 


Kevin Voller from London is (like most of 
us) fed up with the four fonts supplied with 
Microsoft Write and wants to know where he 
can get some more. 

Softline/GST Software Products have a 
GDOS compatible fontkit 
containing two new fonts 
which work with any of the 
Atari programs that use 
GDOS. These include 
Hyperchart, Hyperpaint, 
Hyperdraw, Microsoft Write 
and LDW Power. It should 
also work with Degas Elite 
and any other program 
which uses the GDOS pro- 
gram in its AUTO folder 
and an ASSIGN.SYS file on 
the root directory. The new 
fonts are HiTech and Rocky 
(£27.95 members, £39.95 
non-members). 

Softline also carry an 
extensive range of printer 
drivers which can be used 
in GDOS programs — some 
of them for printers which 


@ Using CHARDEF.PRG, the 
public domain font editor, 
typeface creation is easy 


FOR GDOS 


DESKTOP readers have been asking about for 
ages. Softline have drivers for, among others, 
Epson LQ24s, Toshiba 24 pins, Roland plot- 
ters, and Hewlett Packard Deskjets, Laserjets 
and plotters (ask Softline for their full cata- 
logue or join their club to 
get discounts). 

There are other ways to 
get hold of GDOS fonts, the 
easiest being to design 
them yourself. This can be 
done with any GEM font 
editor like the one on disk 
WP27 from Softville PD for 
example. DESKTOP wants 
to hear from you if you’ve 
designed a GDOS font 
that’s good enough to go 
on the STF Cover Disk. 
Send a printout if possible 
(to keep our disk drives 
happy) and a .FNT file and 
who knows, your font could 
really hit the big time. 

Softline/GST Software 
Products = 0480 496600. 
Softville PD = 0705 266509. 


a 


able. Some programs which don't use GEM 
properly crash the system, so try them out 
before using them with important data on 
board. The most obvious problem is confusion 
in the menu bars, which don’t always reflect the 
options available. This can be overcome by 
using key commands where possible. It may 
not be the most satisfactory way of multi-task- 
ing, but it’s free so it’s not to be sneezed at. 
Softville PD = 0705 266509. 


1 AM NOT A NUMBER 


Ever wondered just exactly which version of TOS 
you've got in your machine? Or whether you have 
the latest GEM inside your beloved ST? Disk 847 
from the South West Software Library has the 


EARN £500 IN TEN MINUTES! 


All you have to do to enter the great ST FORMAT “Night of a Thousand Tips” 
draw is to send in a tip, a game cheat, an infinite lives poke, a short cut, an 
undocumented feature, a bug, a password - in short, anything at all you've 
found helps you get more from your ST. And if you're stuck at a particular point 
in a game, or you find a problem with a piece of software, that'll do as well. 


als 


At the end of September, we shall be putting all your entries into a great big sack and pulling 
out the name of a lucky winner - who receives a cheque for 500 big ones! So get going. You 


don’t have to use our special form, but it helps us no end. 


We shall be doing all this again, so don’t worry if you miss out on September's draw. 


Address. 


Daytime ‘phone 


My tip is: Games |_| 


Desktop! | Music| Graphics _ 


Cover Disk || Other (_| 


Brief description of tip 


Please complete this form and send it, with your tip, to: Night of 1,000 Tips, 


ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA2 2AP. 
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answer. A tiddly little program called Version 
which tells you the magic numbers. Not that this 
makes things crystal clear on its own, but if you 
find you have TOS 1.4 (or an STE), there's also a 
program called Rainbow on the same disk. This 
contains a number of fixes and patches for the 
aforementioned TOS versions. 

In any event, DESKTOP would dearly love to 
know what machine you have and which TOS 
you're running, in any letters that you send in. 
Questions are more easily answered if an obvi- 
ous TOS problem is evident from your version 
number and it’s easier to check your tips if you 
tell us what you made it work on. Who knows, 
maybe we'll do a definitive survey of TOS in all 
its forms and the problems they all have. But 
we need to know... who is Number One? stf 


E£Es FOR YOUR 
QUESTIONS! 


If you're having trouble with your ST or if 
you think you have any hints or tips that ST 
owners will kiss your feet for, then fill in the 
form on this page and send it to: DESKTOP, 
ST FORMAT, Future Publishing, Beauford 
Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2AP. 

Your incentive? Fame, dosh and a guar- 
anteed place in heaven for anyone with 
altruistic intentions! There’s £50 up for 
grabs every month; £30 for the best tip and 
£20 for the best question. There’s also a 
£500 special prize draw for anyone who 
sends in tips, so there’s absolutely no 
excuse for not writing! 

Please don’t send SAEs. We spend too 
much time making ST FORMAT look great to 
reply to individual enquiries, and we can 
only respond in the pages of the magazine. 

PETER HOLLAND from Poole wins the 
£30 prize for his Grundig tip, and KEVIN 
VOLLER from London wins the £20 prize. 
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THE 1990 ATARI ST 


RODUCT GUID 


Posie A MUST FOR €llizn 
De ALL ATARI : 
ST OWNERS! 


AND 0) | eee 
ITS e “ARCADE | GAMES 

If you own an Atari ST, then you will not want to miss 

the FREE Atari ST Product Guide from Silica Shop. This 

48 page, full colour guide is packed with details of 

peripherals, accessories, books and software for the 

Atari ST range of computers. In fact, the 1990 Atari ST 

Product Guide is the most comprehensive product 

handbook available for Atari ST owners. Not only does 

the Product Guide provide an invaluable source of in- 

formation to Atari ST computer users, it is available ab- 

solutely FREE OF CHARGE! Just complete and return 

the coupon below for your FREE COPY! In addition 

to ALL Atari hardware, the range of products featured 

in the catalogue includes: 


PERIPHERALS: 
Robotics Clocks Floppy Disk Drives 
Hard Disk Drives Emulators Graphic Tablets 
MIDI/Music Modems Modulators 
Monitors Mouse controllers Plotters 
Printers Scanners Scientific Equip 
Sound Digitisers Sound Samplers Video Enhancers 


ACCESSORIES: 
Cables Cleaning Kits Disks 
Disk Boxes Dust Covers Joysticks 
Monitor Access Mouse Access Power Supplies 
Printer Labels Printer Paper Printer Ribbons 
Stands Upgrades 


BOOKS: 


ST Dedicated 68000 Processor General Computing 
SOFTWARE - ENTERTAINMENT: 


Arcade Games Compilations Advanced Sims 
Sport Sims Adventures Board & Strategy 


SOFTWARE - PRODUCTIVITY: 
Art & Graphics Accounts CAD 
Communications Databases Desktop Publishing 


PLUS MUCH MORE! Education/Childs Music Programming & STILL MORE! 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE PRODUCT GUIDE! Spreadsheets _Utilities Word Processors RETURN THE COUPON NOW! 


MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-309 1111 


Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat_9.00am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening Fax No: 081-308 0608 


LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, WiP OBA Tel: 071-580 4000 


Opening Hours: Mon-Sat_930am-6.00pm Late Night: Thursday’ until 8pm Fax No: 071-323 4737 


SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 


Opening Hours: __ Mon-Sat _9.00am-530pm Late Night: Friday’until 7pm Fax No: 081-309 0017 


BUSINESS/EDUCATION: _ 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-308 0888 


Order Lines Open: Mon-Fri 9.00am-6.00pm Closed on Saturdays Fax No: 081-308 0608 


cereale I a I 
To: Silica Shop, Dept STFOR-0890-31,1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX ) 


j PLEASE SEND ME A FREE ST PRODUCT GUIDE), 


{ Mr/Mrs/Ms: .......... Wratten ses, casanes canoe COURTIGUTIOs,-cracsusisassvenedecsancivonvuo¥opsbagerstps ened eo odnuevtnredcateieas i 
DE i PUNO B Sas Sis apa was bates wisiva nan vvcruassu stay Tesoseeainenus Vévssesakdneesssbuacedsusteashoiiajenccestunsasdenssatecdenspisitastansens¥s fl 
Silica are ate UK's No 1 Atari Specialists. We have been I [| 
established for over 12 years, and have an annual turnover eo snsecenerapehosattomaee reasetnenecamane tees sat nas feersronreprareaseay ears sssucssersirtesarecateseptarseae eaireeeeemeeeeeTee 
of £10 million. With our experience and expertise, we can 
claim to meet our customers requirements with an J POstCOde (aia ts phacaeektne acer eay eaves astray STO startin, ctiachentsosecaatstavaSacecesnses roan temnrG {| 
understanding which is second to none. But don't just take ILICA TN 
our word for it. Complete and return the coupon for our latest ; J 

Laie Re ” UV TUIGHI COMPAR (6) HOYOU OWN isn atceracscesscerncsstastivcacanestasssieasuace fooaspentenivans tysdissstatsnA wnias sats sisvoeiewe 
LEE eal cael eyarlllcer aati sitter semitone! 


free literature and begin to experience the ‘‘Silica Service’. 
E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - please return the coupon for the latest information. 
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48 


Rainbow Islands 
from Ocean 


This follow up to Bubble Bobbie 
looks set to be as much of a hit 
as Ocean's last cutesy game, 
New Zealand Story. It combines 
colourful visuals with frightening- 
ly addictive gameplay, with the 
result that you end up with one 
hell of a game. 

Graphics have been downloaded 
from the original arcade version 
and the moves are just the 
same. Lead Bub and Bob to the 


top levels by firing rainbows into F 7 : 
the air and then climbing them. bos aa a 
When you reach the top of a plat- Rainbow Islands 


form, you can collect thousands PRICE CODE 
of bonus points. There are Amstrad CPC £9.99 BF832AC 
seven islands to complete, each Amstrad CPC £14.99 BF833AD 
one more challenging than Commodore 64 £9.99 BF834CC 
the last. Commodore 128 £14.99 BF835CD 
"Graftgold's ST Version of Rain- 4 sam) Spectrum 48K £9.99 BF836SC 
bow Islands is one of the best 7 a ml Spectrum +3 £14.99 BF837SD 
coin-op conversions to have - Atari ST £19.99 BF838ST 
appeared in along time" Maff i Amiga £24.99 BF839AM 
Evans, ST Format ) ———— 


BIG FOUR MAIL ORDER 


« Fast delivery 
¢ Friendly service 
¢ Fabulous savings 
We're backed by the resources of 
one of Britain's most successful 
publishers so you can order with 
confidence. 


It's so simple! Fiendish Freddy's 


Big Top of Fun 
You may find it hard to believe that aie Til scape 
we're GIVING away software but it's p 
true. You simply buy any of the titles Mindscape's circus extravaganza 
on this page at the normal retail brings you thrills, spills and a 
price listed and then you can pick RUMEN Seay 
any other title (or the same title on a Habe oat i faeiet ne 
rf rl , SWI 
different format) absolutely free of apenas throw knitestand jueele 
charge! in a desperate bid to save the cir- 
SONVACONCOMMSRUFIGUCREIUoM cus from the big bad bank. 
of the free game must not be An original Heanor tide game with 
greater than that of the game you're [imumaladaladimaaaialial 
paying for. 
Apart from that there are no Fiendish Freddy 
strings attached. It's literally TWO aan J a ea 
for the price of one! Or FOUR for ala ne ; ae cat 
the price of two...the sky's the limit! fi Commodore 64 £9.99 BF849CC 


Have you ever seen a better Commodore 128 £14.99 


offer...? Spectrum 48K Cass £9.99 
Spectrum 128 s £14.99 
FIRST CLASS POST, PACKING [ Atari ST sk £24.99 


& VAT, INCLUDED Amiga S 24.99 BF854AM 


=F. ONE 


ORDER HOTLINE 0458 74011 


Cabal 


Amstrad CPC 
Amstrad CPC 
Commodore 64 


Be Commodore 
Spectrum 48K 
Spectrum +3 
Atari ST 

, Amiga 


Cass 
Disk 
Cass 
Disk 
Cass 
Disk 
Disk 
Disk 


Go crazy in cartoonland with 
Cabal. A lone trooper, he's 
dropped behind enemy lines _ 
and must fight his way back 
home. Level after level must 
be cleared of buildings and 
bad guys with machine guns, 
grenades and bazookas. It 
looks like Operation Wolf for 
the under fives but plays like 


a vet. 


Black Tiger 
from U S Gold 


US Gold have had major hits with Strid- 
er and Ghouls 'n' Ghosts. Now comes 
their latest horizontally-scrolling action 
game, Black Tiger. 
In a similar fashion to Ghouls, the objec- r 
tive is to charge through horizontally- = 


scrolling levels, climbing ladders and 4 \ «4 Black Tiger 

following red arrows to the end of the ere 4 

level. Along the way, fight ugly gar- ‘ Sai \e Amstrad CPC Cass f BF840AC 
goyles, snakes and even deadly orchids «> Amstrad CPC Disk : BF841AD 


using your powerful weaponry. When Commodore 64 Cass 4 BF842CC 
the going gets tough, disappear inside Commodore 128 Disk : BF843CD 
he shop, pick up some extra weapons, Rvaitable ot! Spectrum 48 Cass ; BF844SC 
and go out for another merry blast. Spee Atari ST Disk f BF845ST 
If you're a fan of horizontally-scrolling , BF846AM 
action games, you'll love this one. 


Post to: Big Four Mail Order, The Old Barn, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7PY 


morocco cccc 


, | want to take advantage of this remarkable way of buying software. 


Cabal from Ocean The game(s) | would like to BUY are: 


Title Machine Order Code_| Price 


The game(s) | would like FREE are: (You may claim one free title for each game bought. 
The total price of the free game(s) must not be greater than the total price of the paid-for game(s).) 


Title Machine Order Code _| Price 


NAME PAYMENT BY: (iCheque LiAccess DVisa 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER 


CODE 

BF855AC 
BF856AD 
BF857CC 
BF858CD 
BF859SC 
BF860SD 
BF861ST 
BF862AM 


ADDRESS 


EXPIRY DATE 


Please make cheques payable to 
POST CODE "Big Four Mail Order". 


of Hampshire \ 


“ WeServe 


Star LC10 Mono 
£149.00 (£129.56 + VAT) 


Colour 
£199.00 (173.04 + VAT) 
(with Cable & Paper) 


Star LC2410 
(24 pin) with cable & paper 
£225.00 (£195.65 + VAT) 


Star XB2410 
with cable and paper 
£455.00 (£395.65 + VAT) 


Citizen 120D 
with cable and paper 
£125.00 (£108.70 + VAT) 


Philips CM8833 
£229.00 (£199.31 + VAT) 


Atari SM124 


Black ribbon £4.60 inc. 
Colour ribbon £6.90 inc. 


Panasonic KXP1081 
with cable & paper 
£142.00 (£123.48 + VAT) 


Panasonic KXP1180 
with cable & paper 
£152.00 (£132.17 + VAT) 


Panasonic KXP1124 
(24 Pin) with cable & paper 
£245.00 (£213.04 + VAT) 


PRINTERS 


Citizen 180E.. 
Citizen Swift 2 
Epson LX400. 
Epson LQ400 
Epson LQ550 (24 pin) 


Swift 24 Colour option .. with ST cable 
Printer prices ine. cable & paper £99.00 (£86.07 3 VAT) 
LOWSTPRICES | Cumana CSA354 
520 STFM Discovery pack ......£259.00 External 1M Drive 


520 STE Explorer pack.. £69.00 (£60.00 re VAT) 


1M Drive + PSU 


External 1M Drive 
£65.00 (£56.52 + VAT) 


Printer/Monitor Ass. 
Inc VAT 


TilSwivel Monitor Stand 
Star LC10 Sheet Feeder........£ 
Star LC2410 Sheet Feeder....£59.00 
Citizen 120D Sheet Feeder ...£69.00 
SLM804 Drum Unit.... ..£169.00 
SLM804 Toner Pack.. £39.00 
Copy Holder Angle Poise ......£17.95 
Mono/Colour Switch box........ £22.00 


Printer Ribbons 
Inc VAT 


Atari SMM804 Black.............0++ 
Amstrad Original DMP3000.. 

Citizen 120D Black ee 
Epson LX800 & FX800 etc 
Epson LQ-800/500 Blac 
Epson LX-80/86 Black... 
HP Desk Jet Ink Cartridge 
Juki 6100 Multi-Strike .... 
Juki 6100 Single-Strike.. 
Panasonic KXP1124 blac’ £9, 

Panasonic KX-P1080/81 etc....£4.30 


520 STFM Super Pack .. 
520 STFM Power Pack.. 


0.5 Simm ram upgrade 
1M Simm ram upgrade 
2M Simm ram upgrade 
4M Simm ram upgrade ‘ 


Accessories 
Inc VAT 
Joystick/Mouse extension........ £4.60 
4 Player Adaptor..... : 
ST Dust Covers .. 
Mouse Mat.......... 
ST to ST Serial lead 
ST Mono Monitor lead 


ST Monitor plug to free end 
ST Printer lead.... 
Mouse Pocket..... 
Mouse Mat (thick soft type) 
Trackerball for ST... 
Atari mouse 
Full range of joystick: 


Star LC-10 Colour. £6.90 

Software etc. Star LC-10 Black... £4.60 

Inc VAT | Star LC-2410 Black... £5.75 

Source Book & Tutorial £4.60 | Star NB-15/NB24-15 £9.00 

Flight Simulator II 9.95 | Star NL/NR/ND-10 Black.........£5.52 
1st Word Plus. £55.00 | Star NX/ND/NR-15 Blac! 


Xenon 2... 
P.C. Ditto. 
Superbase Personal.. 
Personal Finance Manager 
Timeworks DTP by GST.... 
Flexidump LC10 Colour. 
Fun School 2 (all versions) 
Hard Driving.... 
Chase HQ 


Taxan & Canon Black... 


DISKETTES 


(lifetime warranty) 
(100% certified error free) 


10 3.5" 135tpi DS/DD 
50 3.5" 135tpi DS/DD 
100 3.5" 135tpi DS/DD .. £59. 
50 Disk box hinge and lock......£5.95 
100 Disk box hinge and lock....£6.95 


Phone for our 36 page catalogue 
EDUCATIONAL AND GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 
All products have a 30 day money back & 12 month warranty. 
Prices subject to variation without prior notification. 
We are closed Saturday afternoons. 
Postage 92p (80p + VAT) Securicor £6.90 (£6.00 + VAT) 


ST/F Dept 
WeServe Ne 


40-42 West Street, 
pee eee aee Portchester, Hants. 
jer items jivere 
by Securicor vA 


Phone for ST Software catalogue. 
Many titles inc. Educational. 


PO16 9SUW. 
Tel: 0705 325354 


Ne 
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Matrix Hire 


Makes the Software 
World Your Oyster ! 


Join the Matrix and enjoy access to our huge library of the 
most popular titles. For Atari ST, Amiga, Commodore, 
Spectrum and Amstrad machines. 
For full details send large SAE stating your machine to:- 
Matrix Leisure Club, Dept ST/F, 
107 The Hyde, Church Park, Ware, 
Herts, SG12 OEU 


Free Membership for quick replies. 


MAKE YOUR J§\ EARN 


Yes making money with your ST becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is 
irrelevant. Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 
HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone 
in the country, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short period 
of time just by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing 
games. The benefits are many and varied. Full or part time. 
For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 


- HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 


31, PILTON PLACE (ST13) 


KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 


PUBLIC DOMAIN 
SOFTWARE & SHAREWARE 


1-5 disks £3.00 each, 6-9 disks £2.75 each, 10 + £2.50 
© Fast Service © No Membership Fees ® Large Choice 


WORD PROCESSING EDUCATIONAL 
WP1: ST Writer Elite ED6: Kid's DTP 
WP3: Spell Checker ED8: Tiffany's Barnyard 
WP7: Typing Tutor (Memory Game) 
ED11: 2nd Manual to ST 
BUSINESS 


B4: Address Book MUSIC/MIDI 
B7: Spread Sheet M1; 32 Track Sequencer 
B11: Home Accounts M21: Cosh Sequencer 


GRAPHICS GAMES 

AG2: Master Painter L15: Darkness is Forever 

AGS: Palette Master L27: German Breakout 

AG15: Mandelbrot Set L32: Pipe Panic 

AG17: Ray Tracing Set L33: Fuzz Ball 

AG24;: Public Painter F 
1 
1 
1 


This is just a small 
selection from our full 
catalogue. Write or 


(Hi-Res) 


UTILITIES I 
U8: Sector Editors H 
U16: Essential Utilities 


Providing a Quality Service since 1987 


1 

! 

1 

1 

1 
phone for a FREE copy. | 
L 


Laser Printing, Desk Top Publishing, 
Professional Printing - Send for details. 


Kingsway Computer Services 
72 Glencoe Road, Sheffield S2 2SR 
(0742) 750623 


DESKTOP presents hints and tips for the latest, most 
happening desk accessory to hit your ST, from none 
other than Andreas Ramos, the man who wrote the 


manual. Get the most from your machine! 


harlekin help 


arlekin is the new do-itall desk acces- 

sory from HiSoft. It’s a logical, thor- 

ough collection of all the desk 
accessories you'll ever need. See the full review 
in STF 12 for the lowdown; buy it and return to 
this page to get the most out of it. 


Mastering the macros 


The Macro Processor is one of the most power- 
ful parts of the program. It can be used in many 
other programs which run with Harlekin in the 
background, and provides single-press key 
commands to replace long sequences of 
mouse-moving and menus. Here's a few uses 
for macros which aren't obvious at first glance. 


Cure keyboard dyslexia 


It's possible to create a macro to automatically 
reverse the last two characters you typed into 
the text editor. For example, if you were in a 
hurry and mistakenly typed “cta” instead of 
“cat,” this macro would reverse the “t” and “a” 
and turn it into “cat.” 

To create the macro, run the configuration 
program (CONFIG.PRG) and select the macro 
keys option from the Settings menu. Click on a 
free space in the list of macros to go into 
record mode, select keypress and enter the fol- 
lowing selection of keypresses: Left arrow, 
Return, left arrow, left arrow, Return, Control B, 
Down arrow, Control E, Down arrow, Control C, 
Control D, Backspace, Left arrow, Backspace, 
Right arrow, Right arrow, Delete. 

Click on the Key window and then hit the 
combination of keys you want the macro to be 
connected to. Shift Undo is a good logical 
choice. Save the configuration and the macro is 
active when you next load Harlekin. When you 
fluff your letter order in the text editor next 
time, just hit Shift Undo and the correct posi- 
tions are restored. 


A facro Key 
CORTE NER EM BOM EL *DBspeCBspe peel _ 


@ Make long commands into a single 
keypress with the macro definer 
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@ Harlekin’s 
enormous 
array of 
internal 
functions 


@ Create a 
working 
block move 
function for 
the text 
editor 


HARLEKIN advice 


Desk_File View Options 


Iptions 


y top ments hints and tips for the latest, most begessing desk 
laccessory to hit your ST, fe fone other than Andreas Ramos, 
the rm who wrote the manual, 


frm HiSoft, 11" Ht 
accessories pol 
te onan, ‘i 


it~ 
r ne ie full review in STF it for 
and return to hs page to get the most out at 


stern the Bacro: 
The Pee Processor “has tamed Out to be one of the most 
I parts of the be rages. Ate im hy used in many oe 
as th ich run, background, and provides 


Size in Kbytes: 


Activate: 


Fill grade (in %): 


— 


A:\HARLEKIN\ 


@ Use Output Off in the Print Spooler module to collect data stored in memory 


Shift those blocks about 


The Move Block command, listed as Control M 


.in the text editor is not operational in the 


released version of Harlekin. You can turn it on 
by using a macro sequence which does the 
same thing. Make a keypress macro, following 
the procedure above, but for the command 
sequence enter Control C, Control D. This 
equates to copy, followed by delete. Assign this 
to Control M using the key box, and save it. 
When in the text editor, you can now define a 
block using Control B and Control E, move the 
cursor to the target position and hit Control M. 
The block moves so fast that the copy and 
deletion appear invisible. 


Docs in the dustbin 


Harlekin lets you do things which are impossible 
with other sets of programs. For example, you're 


writing a document and accidentally delete it 
from memory, or your “reset-proof’ RAM disk 
turns out not to be: Harlekin lets you find the file 
in the ST's memory and reconstruct it. 

The material hasn't been deleted; it’s still in 
the ST's memory. The space it used has been 
marked as available for re-use, so don't load 
any other programs or this may overwrite the 
old material. Even if you reset the machine the 
material should still be there. If you're lucky, 
you'll find the text more or less in one piece. 
What you'll find are parts of the text which 
haven't been re-used. 

First go to the Harlekin printer spooler and 
click “Output Off.” Now open the Harlekin Moni- 
tor and leave it set to “Memory.” Click on 
“Search” and enter at least one unique word 
which you can remember was in the text you 
lost. Then click “Word Aligned” and “Enter” to 
start the search. If Harlekin finds it, you can 
check to see if it really is part of the lost file. 
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Atari 520STFM with built in 1Mb drive, mouse, 
owners manual, First Basic, Neochrome, ST Tour, 
STOS, Carrier Command, Space Harrier, 
Bomb Jack, Outrun. 

ONLY 
£279.95 
PLUS FREE! ! Our new brilliant software starter 
pack as follows: Home Accounts, Wordprocessor, 
Word Count, Mail Merge, Spelichecker, Mono 
Monitor Emulator, Database, Spreadsheet, Virus 
Killer, Your 2nd Atari St Manual, 11 great games, 
disk full of useful desk accessories plus 5 great 
programs for small children 


ATARI 520STE 
NEW !! POWER PAC 


Atari S20STE with 1Mb disc drive, mouse, 20 games 
software pack, Business Organiser, First Basic, Basic 
Guide, First Music Owners Handbook, Atari Joystick 


PLUS FREE! ! 

A superb starter pack 

including Wordprocessor, 
Spreadsheet, Word Count, 
Spellchecker, Neochrome, 

Mono Monitor Emulator, Database, 
Towers Of Hanoi, Virus Killer, Sensori, 
Fruit Machine Simulation 


PACK B 


Contains all items in Pack A PLUS! ! 
Vinyl Computer Cover, Disk Cleaner, Lockable disc 


Panasonic KXP 1081....... oe £159.95 
Panasonic KXP 1180 £179.95 
Panasonic KXP 1124. £269.95 
Star LC10 (UK)...... £169.95 
Star LC10 Colour (UK) £209.95 
Citizen HOP 45 £369.95 
Citizen 120D....... £138.00 


ALL PRINTER PRICES INCLUDE CONNECTING LEAD 


MONITORS 


EREEKREKKERRERERRERRERERRERRRER 
PHILIPS CM8833 COLOUR MONITOR 

ONLY £259.95 t 

z INCLUDING LEAD z 
ERERRREKERERERERBRIERIERIBRIRIRRA A 
ATARI SM124 £109.95 


DISC DRIVES 


CUMANA CSA354 1Mb £84.95 
SARRIARREAAAARRRERARIRREATIAA A 


NEW MAIL CENTA 1Mb 
EXTERNAL 3.5" DISC DRIVE 
t ONLY £79.! 
RARERERERERERERRERERRRIERERRIAI A 


95 
ABACUS BOOKS 


ST Internals 
GEM Programmers Ret 
Machine Language. 
Tricks and Tips 

Intro to Midi 

ST Basic to C 

3D Graphics Prog 


MONTHLY PAYMENT TERMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH LOMBARD TRICITY FINANCE ON ALL PURCHASES OVER £150. PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS 


ATARI 520STFM ACCESSORIES 
DISCOVERY PACK PRINTERS 


OYSTICKS 


£11.95 
£13.95 
11009 OS 
woe 3B: ) 
oe002£9.95 
£10.95 
£11.95 
£10.95 
£12.45 
£10.95 


Professional 
Professional Plus 
Cheetah 125+... 
Cheetah Mach 1 
Konix Speedking 
Konix Speedking Auto Fire. 
Konix Navigator Auto Fire .. 
Crystal Red or Green 
Crystal Turbo Red/Green 
Cruiser Clear Autofire. 
Cruiser Multicoloured oveeeene £8.95 
Cruiser Black... evento £10.95 


SERIOUS SOFTWARE 


First Word Plus. 
Wordwriter 

Home Accounts.. 

Hisoft Basic 

Power Basic 

Fast Basic (ROM), 

Degas Elite 

sTOS 

STOS Compiler... 

STOS Maestro 

STOS Maestro Plus 
STOS Sprites 

Mavis Beacon Typing Tutor 
Lets Make Series 
Greetings Cards 

Signs and Banners... 
Calendars and Stationery 
Art Library 1 or 2 (state) 


£58.95 
£36.95 
£18.95 
1059.95, 
£39.95 
++ £69.95 
£18.95 
£20.95 
£13.95 
£16.95 
£59.95 
£10.95 
£22.95 


£8.95 
£8.95 
£8.95 
£8.95 


RARERKERERERERERRAEKAERRRERRRIAR 


ATARI LYNX HAND HELD COLOUR 
GAMES MACHINE INCLUDING 
POWER SUPPLY AND CALFORNIA 
GAMES 


ONLY £159.95 


eee e reece eeeeSe LSS? 
SPECIAL OFFER ATARI VCS 2600 
GAMES CONSOLE ONLY £19.95 


INCLUDES CONSOLE, PSU, 
JOYSTICK, GAME. 
VERY LIMITED STOCKS 


KEKEKRAIEARAARIRIRIRIRIAIAADRA- 


VINYL COVERS 


dea eeteatehetetahehahetebetetetebatel 
Sb bbbbbbbbbbbbb 


Atari 520ST/1040ST. 


Philips CM8833 

Panasonic KXP1081 

Panasonic KXP1180 

Panasonic KXP1124 ... 

Star LC10... 

Star LC24/10.. - 

Citizen 120D.......... isessacun 
Atari SM125/SM124 Monitor........ 


STRATEGY GAMES 


Borodino te rere | 


Midwinter £20.95 
Fire Brigade. £20.95 
Waterloo... £17.95 
Austerlitz ........ £17.95, 
Frontline ...... ~ £16.95 
Midwinter eee wee 20,05, 


box holds 80 disks, Twin Joystick extension lead, ten 
DS disks, 2nd Joystick, Mouse Mat 


Mouse Mat 

Twin Joystick Ext 
rocket 
Printer Stand (2 PCE) 
Contriver Mouse. 


PLUS FREE! ! Our superb starter pack as Mouse 


detailed in Pack A above 


PACK C 


Contains all items in Pack A PLUS! ! 
A Philips CM8833 Colour Monitor with connecting lead 


PLUS FREE!! Our superb starter pack as 
detailed in Pack A above 


S Sekakakakataked 
rt 


$3.5" DOUBLE SIDED DOUBLE DENSITY DISKS 4 


x 50 FOR ONLY £29.95 100 FOR ONLY £49.95 
RAAKEKKEKERERERERRRERRERERAR 


Fun School 2 under 6 years 
Fun School 2 6-8 years... 
Fun School 2 over 8 years 
First Paint over 5 years 
Jigspell 5-8 years 

Magic Maths 4-8 years 
Maths Mania 8-12 years. 
Three Bears 5-10 years 
Better Spelling (8 to 14) 
Better Maths (12 to 16) 


r 


WITH LABELS Lets Spell at Home (4-12) 


Lets Spell at Shops (4-12) 


MAIL - CENTA 


DUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 


Learn To Read with Professor 4-9 years. 


ROLE PLAYING 


£13.95 
£13.95 
£13.95 
£10.95 
£10.95 
£17.95 
£17.95, 
£17.95 
£17.95 
£17.95 
£20.95 
£13.95 
£13.95 


Flight Simulator 2 

Jet eossenees 
European Scenery Disk 
Japanese Scenery Disk 
Hawaiian Scenery Disk 
Fg Retaliator 


17 Campbell Street, Belper, Derby DE5 1AP. Tel: 0773 826830 
All prices include VAT and Delivery in UK. However, for orders under £10.00 please add a 50p handling charge. 


Personal callers welcome at our retail shop but please bring this advert as prices may vary. Closed Wednesdays. 
All items despatched same day whenever possible. Cheques may require a seven day clearance period. 


Proprietor Martin Bridges 


> Scan backwards and forwards to find the begin- 
ning and end of that part of the document and 
make a note of the address which is indicated 
in the top left of the display. This is in the form 
A:3F22F0 or similar. When you've memorized 
that block’s start and end address, press Con- 
trol P to print. A message box asks for the two 
addresses, enter them and press OK. The 
material isn’t printed, just saved in the printer 
spooler which you turned off earlier. 


EARN £500 IN TEN MINUTES! 


All you have to do to enter the great ST FORMAT “Night of a Thousand Tips” 
draw is to send in a tip, a game cheat, an infinite lives poke, a short cut, an 
undocumented feature, a bug, a password - in short, anything at all you've 
found helps you get more from your ST. And if you're stuck at a particular point 
in a game, or you find a problem with a piece of software, that'll do as well. 


Repeat the search using Alternate F until you've 
located all the bits of your document in mem- 
ory. Note the block addresses each time and 
“print” them to the spooler as before. 

When you're sure you've got the lot, exit the 
monitor (Control Undo) and re-enter the Printer 
Spooler module. Click on “Output Off’ again 
and a message box opens up. Click on “Send 
to File” and enter a new name for the document 
(for example SAVED.TXT). 


hod 


At the end of September, we shall be putting all your entries into a great big sack and pulling 
out the name of a lucky winner - who receives a cheque for 500 big ones! So get going. You 
don’t have to use our special form, but it helps us no end. 

We shall be doing all this again, so don’t worry if you miss out on September's draw. 


Address 


Daytime ’phone 


Desktop |_| Music 


My tip is: Games 


Brief description of tip 


Graphics Cover Disk Other 
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Please complete this form and send it, with your tip, to: Night of 1,000 Tips, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA2 2AP. 


You can then load this file back into the text edi- 
tor module and reconstruct the original docu- 
ment using the block copy/delete functions (or 
even design macros to shorten the workload). 
Soon you're in a position to save the document 
to disk with no more worries. 

This method only works with text files, 
because programs and graphics are uneditable 
in the text editor. It's also possible to do this 
with disks, if text files have been accidentally 


Desk File View Options 


= Wee 0182 BOFC 8838 82FC OB58 B3EC 0858 
8 - B4FC BBD BBFC B7CE BGFC BBS B7FC 8858 
8 - O8FC BB58 B9FC 8858 


SFC WB 
B88808 - S4FC OBSB SOFC BB58 SOFC OBS8 STFC OF 
BB88E8 - SBFC 8858 39FC OBS8 SAFC 
O808F8 - SCFC OBS SDFC 8858 SEFC 


@ Search for an accidentally deleted file 
with the monitor using Search; enter one 
unique word you remember was in the 
text - and bingo, instant restoration! 


deleted, but you must take care. Sometimes 
the disk controller doesn’t allocate sectors to a 
file in a logical sequential 1,2,3 order and this 
can make file-hunting a longer process. It might 
be easier in the long run to re-type the docu- 
ment from memory. 

Harlekin (reviewed in STF 12) costs £49.95 
from HiSoft # 0525 718181. stf 
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Dungeon Master £17.95 
Chaos Strikes Back. aoe PA) 
Red Storm Rising acon £16.95 
Balance of Power 1990 £16.95 


£24.95 
£24.95 
£10.95 
£10.95 


FLIGHT SIMULATORS 


LOMBARD 


9 CREDIT 


£11.95 


vn 817.95 


Please Read: Terms Of Sale 


Al prices are correct at copy date, 18/06/90 
and are subject to change without prior notice. 
Al prices are accurate while stocks last. Phone 
for up to date prices. All prices include VAT. 
Delivery. in Mainland UK, is free on orders over 
£100 (phone for next day courier delivery) 


Phone us, We will try to match any price. 


100 £64.99 £74.99 £89.99 


All disks carry an unconditional lifetime guarantee, Please add 6Op P&P for each pack of ten disks. 


High quality thermal image printer. 

Acts as photocopier. £ 4 4 9 9 9 
requires IMb RAM. 

Comes complete with software, cable, thermal paper. No more to buy. 


“200 Dpi scanner, 16 grey scales or Black/White mode. 
Ready to scan in minutes. 

Works with ST, Amiga, PC(*£30), 

Thermal paper available ex-stock at £7.99 per roll 

IMG scanner still available at an incredible £49.99 


2Mb STE SIMM’s, SIPs, Kit. 

4Mb STE SIMM’s, SIP’s, Kit. 

STFM Bilitter chip, kit 

512K Amiga board+chips 

512K Amiga board+chipet lock £7499 


Atari SM124 Mono £ 109.99 * 520 STE upgraded to 1Mb. 

£ 249.99 * Atari Joystick. 

£ 219.99 * 20 Power pack games. 

£ 259.99 * Organiser, ist BASIC, tst Music. 
Includes: FST, remote control, Scart input, 60 


All for Only £399.99 
sae While stocks last 


You can give credit card details over the phone 
or send a cheque or postal orders made 
payable to Ladbroke Computing International 
(please allow clearance time for cheques). 


(0772)203166 Fax 561071 = 


Shop & Mai order premises: 33 Ormskirk Road, Preston, Lancashire, PR1 2QP Open Monday 


00K BOOpIE Dialer oriqurion waicoua Ladooke Comping histamine tence tome ceiiee 
Marketing Limited. All trade marks recognised. 


"Power of the Mac, without the price.” 
Reads and writes Mac disks. 
Susperte moe Machi Sh Solna e: Spee GOR 
Supports Hard drive and second floppy. £28499 
Compatible with STE, Stacy. With 128K ROM's 
30% bigger screen area than Mac Plus. 
Runs 20% faster than Mac Plus. £384.99 


CSA 354: ST 3.5” drive. 
CAX 354: Amiga 3.5” drive. £64.99 
ST Internal drive upgrade. £64.99 


The Cumana, ST, intemal drive requires the ST's case to be modified (full 
instructions supplied), The extemal ST drive is sim, quiet and comes complete with 
integral power supply/data lead The Amiga drive is slim, quiet and has through port/ 
disable switch. Add £2.50 P&P for drives. ST A/B boot switch, fitted:- £24.99, 


£69.99 


We have a range of high quality, ST hard drives at affordable pricea. All have a ful 
metal case with push button on/off switch mounted on the front, 60 watt PSU, 
Autopark mechanism and extemal, DMA device No. selection. The controller is low 
power and full SCSi The software allows up to 14 GEM partitions. 


42HD 42Mb, 1iMs 84HD 84Mb, 24Ms. 
48HD/40 48Mb, 40Ma THHD 1iMb,15Ms 

48HD/28 48Mb, 28Ms. 142HD 142Mb, 15Ms 
6IHD 6iMb, 24Ms. 177HD 177Mb, 15Ms 


Vortex 40Mb (Amiga) Supra 30Mb 


All dot matrix printers come complete with Centronics cable which is compatible with 
ST, Amiga, PC We can supply cables for other makes of computer for an additional 
charge. All Star printers include 12 months on site warranty, UK Mainland oaly. 


Star LC-10 140/36cps £ 169.99 Star FR-10 300/76cps £ 399.99 
Star LC-10 Colour 7colour £ 209.99 Star FR-15 1S" carriage £ 499.99 
Star LC-10 Mk I 180/4S5cps £ 189.99 Star XB-24/10 80cpsSLQ £ 49999 
Star LC-24/10 170/S7cps £ 239.99 Star XB-24/15 1S” carriage £ 649.99 
Citizen 120D 120cps £ 139.99 Star Laser 8 IMb RAM £ 2287.99 
Citizen Swift 192/64cps £ 319.99 Atari SLM804 Laser printer 

Citizen swift Colour upgrade £ 39.99 FR/XBrangecolour upgrade £ 39.99 
64K buffer/3 input switcher 79.99 256K buffer/3 input switcher £ 149.99 


Uses Midi ports * Uses Cartridge port. 
31Kbaud data transfer rate. * bales lactis transfer 
Se ob Son ecied ip i o0otvapat = 

Up to 200ft between ST’ 


via coax cable. 
Full data correction. Any computer can be configured as a 
server to share, Hard, Floppy, RAM 


File locking. 
Networking permissions. disks and Centronics printer. 


Phone for best prices on ST, Amiga, Lynx, PC’s 
and DTP packs. Send SAE for full Catalogue. 


To assist us in 
processing your 
order please 
quote this code. 


SST4.6 
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KAD-SOFT UK 


ONE OF THE FEW ST PD LIBRARIES RUNNING TOTALLY ON THE STE 


THE STE DEMO KS 38 - DRAGONS LAIR imeg demo - brilliant 
- THE UNION DEMO!!! Not STE KS 39 - CALIFORNIA RAISINS 1 meg demo brilliant A Cc Cc E Ss .) Oo R | E Ss 
- HACK - Superb Graphic Adventure KS 40 - UNITERM One of the best contains 3 1/2 DS/DD 135 TPI disks very high quality unbranded 
- CHESS & American Football programmed Public Domain REO ea Do anan Abr Sony ete) 100% error tres 
- HANOI S Sensori Triple Yahtzee KS 41 - KYLIE DEMO - Really great disc 
COLOSSAL CAVE Classic Text KS 42 - WAR OF THE WORLDS DEMO - Sound 
Adventure Demo DISKS INC LABELS 
WIZARDS TOWER Text & Graphic KS 43 - ROBOT COP DEMO - Briliant 25 50 100 200 
Adventure KS 44 - WORD 400 V.3 Desk Accessory word 
MONOPOLY Backgammon, Laser Chess processor £13.80 £26.00 £50.00 £91.00 
- FLOYD THE DROID Very Good Shoot 'emup KS 45 - GHETTO BLASTER, Load Degas Pic and a 
- UNDER BERKWOOD Massive Graphics sound sample to create your own demos 
Adventure KS 46 - MICROEMAGS - Great program DISKS AND BOXES 
- NEOCHROME + Slides Brilliant Art Package KS 47 - THE COPY DISK, full of copiers! 
- ANI ST Brilliant Animation Package with KS 48 - MICROGNVEMAGS, Great PD text editor 
Aegis Animator worth £80. Very easy to use. KS 49 - Resource file editor, examine boot blocks 
- QUICKDRAW Pictionary by another name KS 50 - MOUSE POINTER designer 
- PALLETTE MASTER One of the Best Art KS 51 - DATA HANDLER Il, very good Gem database 
Packages KS 52 - WG DATE, Really good and simple database 
- 16 VOICE SEQUENCER Brill Full Midi Prog. © KS 53 - GEMINI, Incredible version of Neodesk a 
As good as Any commercial Prog must for any collection 
- BAT DANCE Sample Demo KS 54 - BOING STE, Brilliant now STE demo stereo 
- WADDINGTON 32 Track Sequencer. Brilliant sound 120 CAP 
32 Midi Sequencer KS 55 - FANTASIA, as above stereo sound STE only. 
- ST WRITER ELITE The word processor for © KS 56- 3D SCROLLER, demo stereo sound STE : £7.50 
the ST only. 
- D-B MASTER Very simple and very good KS 57 - THE MOVIE ST demo stereo sound + 
database program graphics demo STE only 
- VIRUS KILLER 'Doctoring The House’ KS 58 - STE SOUND DEMO, a great sound sample 
Brilliant collection, stereo sound STE only. 
- MAIL MERGE for ST Writer. Los f K - ACID HOUSE DEMO, stereo sound STE 
ie sping cela DUST COVERS - STE .50_| MOUSE MATS.. 
- DESK PACK Clock, Diary, Phone Book, Back KS 60 - STE FIX, Medium res fix etc AMIGA Hf 
Pack Type KS 61 - STE JUNGLE DEMO, a great graphics demo DISK DRIVES - ST. X M/S STICK EXT 
- AUTOROUTE Demo KS 62- ELVIRA DEMO, Demo of the game AMIG, "S68. MICE - ST 
- TINY ART UTILITIES KS 63 - AMADEUS DEMO, 2 disks, brilliant Falco 1/2 MEG UPGRADES - 
- SHEET 2 Seat Best on ST = complete Sie 6 STFM 
- YOUR SECOND MANUAL FOR THE ST. A KS 64 - EMPIRE ER, Brilliant PD game all A # 4) 
book on a Disk about being a property developer AMIGA...........£65. ALL PRICES INC P&P VAT 
- QUICK DISK UTILITIES, Q find, Q info etc KS 65 - KADSOFT MEGA ACCESSORIES 1 
- EASY TEXT DTP prog, very easy with Docs A huge collection of utilities 
- STOS UPDATE to 2.5 STE compatible KS 66 - KADSOFT MEGA ACCESSORIES 2 
~ KID Graph, Grid, Music, Notes & piano A second collection of utilities NEW IN LYNX GAMES MACHINE.... £170 Inc VAT 
- KID Sketch Potato, ABC Story KS 67 - ELECTRONIC JIGSAW PUZZLER LYNX MACHINE GAMES... .£21.50 Inc VAT 
~ KID Song KS 68 - HOME ACCOUNTS, Personal accounts 
- KID Publisher manager 
- KID Rebus, Writer KS 69 - BERMUDA II, Great sailing PD game Please send cheques - Postal Orders to:- 
-'C' COMPILER by M Johnson - very KS 70 - GALACTIC RANGER, Really good Shoot ‘em 
professional up, eg Space Invaders i 4 A D cl Ss oO F Ie 
- SHEET ONE original sheet spreadsheet but KS 71 - ALLMEMY Jnr, Brilliant 16 voice sequencer 
single sided haere | 2 EBOR PADDOCK, CALNE, WILTS, SN11, OJY 
STOCKS stocks and shares trading game 


“UTILITIES DISK Rat Trap, new word etc ALL DISKS £2.30 INC TEL: 0249 817174 


BENCHMARK 
DISKS AND 
BOX OFFER 


10 3 1/2" DS/DD + 50 Cap. Box...£10.95 
20 3 1/2" DS/DD + 50 Cap. Box...£18.95 
30 3 1/2",DS/DD + 50 Cap. Box...£23.95 
40 3 1/2" DS/DD + 50 Cap. Box...£28.95 
50 3 1/2" DS/DD + 50'Cap. Box...£33.95 
20 3 1/2" DS/DD + 100 Cap. Box.£19.95 
40 3 1/2" DS/DD + 100 Cap. Box.£29.95 
50 3 1/2" DS/DD + 100 Cap. Box.£34.95 
70 3 1/2" DS/DD + 100 Cap.Box..£44.95 
100 3 1/2" DS/DD + 100 Cap. Box.£55.95 


n |] BENCHMARK 
“2 | DISKS DS/DD 
135TPI 


ATARI 3 1/2" 1 MEG EXTERNAL 
INC: P.S.U. 


All disks 100% cert. & 
guaranteed * SLIM CASE (METAL) 
* QUIET MECHANISM 


*4 YR. WARRANTY 
OUR PRICE £69.95 


Inc. Labels. 
COLOURED BENCHMARK IN 
RAINBOW PACKS OF 5 COLOURS, 
RED, YELLOW, GREY, GREEN 

AND FOG WHITE. 


£364.00 


INTERNAL REPLACEMENT 
3 1/2" DS/DD DRIVE 
OUR PRICE £59.00 
(Note: Requires small Atari case 
modification.) 


DATA SWITCHES 
AND CABLES 


2 way 36 pin Cent 
2 way 25 pin D-Type. 
X Over 36 pin Cent... 
X Over 25 pin D-Type 

All lines switched. 
Atari Printer Cable 2 mt 
36-36 Cent m/m 2 mtr.. 
25-25 D-Type m/m 2m 


All lines connected. 


DISK BOXES 


3 1/2" 50 CAPACITY ... 
3 1/2" 100 CAPACITY .. 


EXTRA LABELS 3 1/2" 


Inc. Labels. 


100 3 1/2" LABELS 
500 3 1/2" LABELS 
1000 3 1/2" LABELS... 


All Benchmark Disks carry a lifetime 
warranty. If your data is important then 
buy Benchmark Brand. 


BOTH ABOVE INC. LOCK & DIVIDERS 


3 1/2" 10 CAPACITY LIBRARY 
CASE IN PACKS OF 5.......cesee 


Cheques and rs 
Postal Orderst0: a 24 HOUR ORDERLINE 0597 87784 
Replacement Mouse for Atari ... 


Rigid Double Sided Mouse Pad : Manor Court Supplies Ltd 


Mouse Pocket 


Rigid Pad & Pocket together. £6. OFFICE 9AM-5.30PM Mon-Fri 
Telephone: 0597 87 792 Fax No: 0597 87 416 
Dept STF8, Glen Celyn House,Penybont, 
Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 5SY 


EDUCATION AND GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 


2 Piece Universal Printer Stand... 
14" Tilt & Turn Monitor Stand.... 
Printer & Monitor Stand together . 
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Saente ORDER SO FTSELLE RS ... vat, 
— 6 Bond St., Ipswich, Suffolk. IP4 1JE == —** 


Sa Dogs Head &t., Ipswich, Suffolk, (Retail). 36a Osborne St., Colchester, Essex (Retail). 


MAIL ORDER PURCHASE LINE (0473) 257158/210605 FAX (0473) 213457 


16.99 Flendish Freddy ... 
_ *Future Basketball 
Gazza's Super Soccer 
:Grand National 


ighter 
*Addidas Champ. Football 


“Ancient Art of War 


ATARI 520STFM 
DISCOVERY PACK 


Bombjack, Carrier Command, 
Outrun, Space Harrier, STOS, 
Neochrome, First Basic, ST 
Tour, Discover the ST. 


£269.95 


ATARI 520STE 
POWER PACK 


23 Great Software Titles 
£349.95 


Kenny Daigiish Soccer Match 
Kick Off... 
Kick Off | 
Kick Off Il World, Cup Edition. 
* Kick Off Extra Time 
Klax.. 


ATARI 1040STE 
PROFESSIONAL PACK 


£449.95 


Krystal 

“Killing Game Show 
Lelsure Sult Larry Il 
Leisure Sult Larry Ill .. 
“Leaving Terramis .. 
Lightforce (compilation) 


ATARI LYNX 
HAND HELD 


} ; Portable Games Machine 
“ 3 “urea £179.95 


Triad Hl (Compilation: 
16.99 “Trivial Pursuit (Family Edition: 
16.99 The Gale: 


Race Ce trek ATARI SM124 


Eye of Hercules. 


Monochrome Monitor 


*F19 Stealth Fighter . 4 4 \ £99.95 
F16 Combat Pilot . .! i! A 

Fakon.. 

Falcon o 

“Federation Quest 1 


canoe: sn : ATARI EXTERNAL 
First Control :99  Populous ... : i 
fl Meta Pa DRIVE 


Footballer of the Year Il ; i . é Power Drive 1 Meg D.S 
Forgotten Worlds. A 


Fast Lane... mui Se eee £79.95 


CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO SOFTSELLERS. POST & PACKING FREE IN UK. OVERSEAS £1.50 PER ITEM except hardware charged at cost. Subject to availability and price 
change without notice. *Some titles may not be released at time of going to press. Shop prices may vary, but personal callers can claim advertised discounts on production of cut-off sili 


TITLE Have you ordered from us before? YES 


Atari Lynx TOTAL COST £: 


Hand Held 1040STE 
£179.95 £449.95 


INAUMO  scssssucsccsssacsssentts 


Address 


Tel. No: 


3.5 inch Disks + boxes 


stackable/lockable 


i , Banx high quality 
10 disks + 10 capacity storage box £6 90 capacity disk box 


25 disks + 50 capacity lockable box 2L1IG 3s dd £9 t 
50 disks + 50 capacity lockable box - £26 en 1 10 
100 disks + 100 capacity lockable box - £48 Bae PIGSs. 


k : Banx disk box 
200 disks + two 100 capacity lockable boxes - £90 without diske £12 


quality unbranded di 


3.5 inch DSDD 5.25 inch DSDD 
100% Guaranteed 100% Guaranteed 


10 + 50p a disk Includ 10 + 30p a disk 

Includes 50 + 45p a disk er 7 + Ze a ae 

labels 100 + 43p a disk sleeves 550 + sa a se 

and 250 + 40p a disk arid = + Al a he 
postage 500 + 37padisk postage + 26p a dis 

1000 + 35p a disk 1000 + 25p a disk 


Disk Cleaning Kits (3.5 & 5.25") - £2.00 —_ Roll of 1000 3.5" disk labels - £9.00 
Disk Boxes - 10 capacity - £1.20 520/1040 ST dust cover - £3.00 

- 50 capacity - £6.50 Colour/Mono dust cover - £3.50 

- 100 capacity - £7.50 Mouse/Joystick 2 metre ext. lead - £4.00 


All prices are fully inclusive of VAT + postage (UK only) 
No nonsense - just fantastic value 


Cheques/Postal Orders payable to Seven Disk. Or send Access/Visa card number expiry date and signature 
Seven Disk. (STF). Digswell Water Lodge, Digswell Lane, 
Welwyn Garden City. Herts. AL7 1SN 

24 hr order line - Tel: 0438 840456 


020ST-FM SUPER PACK 


ARCADE GAMES 


Arkanoid II Imagine £19.95 
Beyond The Ice Palace Elite £19.95 
Black Lamp Firebird £19.95 
Buggy Boy Elite £19.95 
Chopper X Mastertronic £9.99 
Ikari Warriors Elite £14.95 
Marble Madness Electronic Arts £24.95 
Quadralien Logotron £19.95 
Ranarama Hewson Consultants £19.95 
Retum To Genesis Firebird £19.95 
Roadwars Melbourne House £19.95 
Starquake Mandarin £19.95 
Test Drive Electronic Arts £24.95 
Thrust Firebird £9.95 
Thundercats Elite £19.95 
Wizball Ocean £19.95 
Xenon Melbourne House £19.95 
Zynaps Hewson Consultants £19.99 


FATA o 
sua over oe onPorsoTWARE ST COMP UTE RS 
The range of Atari ST computers offers something for everyone. From the games enthusiast 
who wants the challenge of the very best in arcade action, to the businessman who wants to 
make financial forecasts or faultless presentations. The ST offers high quality graphics, 
sound and speed for the gamer, whilst providing a fast, user friendly and affordable solution 
to business. The ST is now firmly established in the home environment and boasts a wealth 
of users in education, local government, television, and a variety of different businesses. 
Software for the range stretches to cover applications as diverse as ENTERTAINMENT, 
ACCOUNTS, ART, COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN, DATABASES, 
DESKTOP PUBLISHING, EDUCATION, MUSIC, PROGRAMMING, SPREADSHEETS, WORD. 
PROCESSING and more. For a full list of the software available, as well as details of the ST 
range, complete and return the coupon below. All prices correct at the time of going to press. E&OE. 


SPORTS SIMULATIONS 
The Atari Super Pack is ideal for you if you want to get off to a flying start Eddie Edwards Super Ski Elite £19.95 520ST-FM EXPLORER PACK 
via aa «nln et ret op gore wes Seconds Out Tynesot £1896 
ith , -in is! rive, jal ne " 

joystick. i you buy the Super Pack at Siica Shop, we will aad our own sr, Summer Olympiad '88 Tynesoft £19.95 WITH BUILT-IN 1Mb DISK DRIVE 
Starter Kit (worth over £200), Free Of Charge. Return the coupon for details. PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE 

Organiser Triangle Publishing £49.95 

JOYSTICK 
Atari CX40 Joystick AtariCorp £4.99 


Ti : FREE ATARI BUNDLE VALUE:£458.97 
With SM124 mono monitor: £49815 | With SC1224 colour monitor: £698 ix 


'1040ST-FM PROFESSIONAL PACK | 


NOW WITH TV MODULATOR 


For the serious home user and the small business, we are 
pleased to announce a new package based around the 
1040ST-FM, The 1040ST-FM has iMbyte RAM and a 
1Mbyte built-in disk drive. In addition, the 1040ST-FM 
now comes with a TV modulator built-in. (The previously 
available 1040ST-F was designed for use with a monitor 
only and did not come with a modulator.) This modulator 
allows the 1040ST-F to be plugged directly into any 
domestic TV set, and comes complete with a lead to 
allow you to do so. The new ‘Professional Pack’ from 
Silica includes the new 1040ST-FM with modulator plus 
four high quality software packages including a spread- 
sheet, database, word processor and programming lang- 
uage. This ‘Professional Pack’ software will enable you to 
get straight down to business with your new computer. In 
addition to this software (worth £384.84), if you buy the 
Professional Pack from Silica Shop, you will also receive 
the Silica ST Starter Kit (worth over £200), Free Of 
Charge. Return the coupon for further information. 


ATARI 1040ST-FM (Computer) £499.99 
VIP PROFESSIONAL (Spreadsheet) £149.95 
MICROSOFT WRITE .. (Word Processor) £149.95 
SUPERBASE PERSONAL (Database) £59.95 
BASIC DISK & MANUAL (Language) £24.98 


- INCLUDING VAT NORMAL RRP: £884.82 
With SM124 mono monitor: _.. £598 LESS DISCOUNT: -£385.82 


With SC1224 colour monitor: .. £798 PROFESSIONAL PACK PRICE: £499.00 


2Mb & 4Mb MEGA ST | 


The MEGA ST computers are styled as as lightweight keyboard with a separate CPU, 
connected by a coiled telephone style cable. There are two versions of the MEGA ST, 
one with 2Mbytes of RAM and the other with 4Mbytes. Each version has a 1Mbyte 
double sided disk drive built-in to the CPU unit. The MEGA ST's do not come with 
modulator built-in and must therefore be used with a monitor. With every MEGA ST 
purchased, we will add the ‘Professional Pack’ software (worth £384.83) detailed 
above, plus the Sil- 

ica ST Starter Kit 

(worth over £200) 

both Free Of Charge. 4 , 

Return the coupon +mono monitor=£998 | +mono monitor=£1298 
for further details. | +Colour monitor=£1198 |+colour monitor=£1498 


DIP PageStream £149..| 


Desktop Publishing (DTP) is one of the fastest growing applications for personal | * TEXT-FLOW AROUND GRAPHICS. 
computers. We are pleased to announce a powerful low cost package for the Atari ST | * ROTATION OF TEXT & GRAPHICS 

called PageStream. PageStream costs only £149 (+VAT=£171.35) and, because it | * SLANT OR TWIST ANY OBJECT 

works with an Atari 1040ST and a Seikosha SP-180A! printer, you can be up and | * POSTSCRIPT COMPATIBLE 

funning with a complete system for less than £1000. Some of the features of | * TAG FUNCTION 

PageStream are listed to the right. If you would like further information on this | * AUTO/MANUAL KERNING & HYPHENATION 
Program, complete and return the coupon below, ticking the ‘DTP’ box in the corner. | * GROUPING OF OBJECTS 


If you already own an Atari ST computer and would like to be registered on our mailing list as an 
ST user, let us know. We will be pleased to send you copies of our price lists and newsletters 


FREE OF CHARGE as they become available. Complete the coupon and return it to our Sidcup 
branch and begin experiencing a specialist ST service that is second to none. 


The value for money offered by the Atari ST range is reflected in the Explorer Pack 
featuring the 520ST-FM computer with 512K RAM. The 520ST-FM computer now 
comes with a built-in 1 Mb double sided disk drive as well as a free mouse controller 
and a built-in TV modulator. The new 520ST-FM Explorer Pack includes the 520ST- 
FM computer, the arcade game Ranarama, a tutorial program and some useful 
desktop accessories. In addition, if you buy the Explorer Pack from Silica, we will 
give you the Silica ST Starter Kit worth over £200, FREE OF CHARGE. Return the 
coupon for details of our Starter Kit and of the full ST range. 


+ SM124 mono monitor: £398 is + $C1224 colour monitor: £598 \x¢ 


Before you decide when to buy your new Atari ST | SILICA STARTER KIT: Worth over £200, FREE 
computer, we suggest you consider very carefully WHERE | with every Atari ST computer bought from Silica. 
you buy it. There are MANY companies who can offer | PROFESSIONAL PACK: Free business software 
you a computer, a few peripherals and the top ten selling | with 1040ST-FM and MEGA ST's bought from Silica 
titles, There are FEWER companies who can offer a wide | DEDICATED SERVICING: 7 full-time Atari trained 
range of products for your computer and expert advice | staff with years of experience on Atari servicing. 


and help when you need it. There is ONLY ONE ; 
company who can provide the largest range of Atari ST | THE FULL STOCK RANGE: All of your Atari 


related products in the UK, a full time Atari ST specialist 
technical helpline and in-depth after sales support, inc- pe EHLGALES SUPROR ene sist at Sice are 
luding free newsletters and brochures delivered to your PCRIRCO NEP YOu get the, foment 

door for as long as you require after you purchase your | FREE CATALOGUES: Mailed direct to your home 
computer, That one company is Silica Shop. We have | 48 Soon as we print them, featuring offers as well 
been established in the home computer field for ten years | 4S all of the new releases. 

with an annual turnover in excess of £8 million and can | FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: On all hardware 
now claim to meet our customers requirements with an | 0'ders shipped within the UK mainiand 

accuracy and understanding which is second to none. | PRICE MATCH PROMISE: We will match comp- 
But don’t just take our word for it. Complete and return | etitors on a ‘same product same price’ basis. 

the coupon below for our latest literature and begin to | FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE: Full time team of 
experience the Silica Shop specialist Atari service. Atari technical experts always at your service. 


WITH EVERY ST - RETURN COUPON FOR DETAILS 
ALL PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY, 


To: Silica Shop Ltd, if STFOR 08/90 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent D14 4DX 
SEND FREE LITERAT 


PLEASE ITERATURE ON THE ATARI ST 


Mr/Mrs/Ms: Initials: Surname: 


SIDCUP (& Mail Order) 01-309 £111 
1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 
OPEN: MON-SAT 9am - 5.30pm ___LATE NIGHT: FRIDAY 9am - 7pm 


—— a ee eA 
LONDON 01-580 4000 
52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 
OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30am - 6.00pm ___LATE NIGHT: NONE 


————— er LATE NIGHT NONE 
LONDON 01-629 1234 ext 3914 
Selfridges (1st floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 
OPEN: MON-SAT 9am - 6.00pm ___ LATE NIGHT: THURSDAY 9am - 8pm 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Do you already own a computer 
If so, which one do you own? DTP O 


DTP Proxima 


ar of 


The Desktop Publishing battle 


escalates with the re-emergence of 
an old warhorse. Neil Jackson 
examines Proxima, the latest 


challenger to the Calamus crown 


words 


Text input: select this and 
start typing in your document 


Object editor: use to select 
a block to work on 


tule Format Text Object Global 


Resize: useful for shape- Proxima 

<< changing and resizing MACHINE: ALL STs, 1MBYTE REQUIRED 
Windows: create round or PRICE: £155.25 

sauars Holss/onithe!page FROM: NETWORK NEWS SERVICES 
CONTACT: 0375 859103 


Column create: 

‘click here and - 
then define a 

‘new box for 
text to go into 


Lines: make either vertical, 
horizontal or freehand lines 


Gikclestand’Arcetimake Cc heck out the expanding DTP market 


circles, ellipses and curves for the ST and you'll find software 
ranging from cheap 'n’ cheerful PD 
programs like Easy Text right up to high- 
powered, high-priced publishers like Calamus 
(reviewed STF 6). But price is not always 
proportional to quality and Proxima, a rewritten 
Page selector: click here version of Pagestream costing just a third the 
and enter the page you price of Calamus, is a perfect example. 
wish:fo:turn'to Running under GEM in medium or high 
resolution, Proxima offers an immediately 
recognisable display. Across the top of the 
screen are familiar menu titles, and along the 
right edge is a toolbox containing icons for the 
most frequently used functions (see left). 
With these commands you can quickly lay 
out a basic draft. Individual bits of text, such as 
headings or captions, can be tapped in, 


Polygons: use to 
draw irregutarly Freehand draw: select this to 
shaped objects draw directly onto the page. 
7. =” Pictures can later be treated 
, Master page like other objects 
select: use to 
, make headers 
and footers for 

- each side of 


your document 


@ Proxima’s 
toolbox display: 
Quick page turn: click on left or intuitive and 
right side to flip the pages action-packed 
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PTH Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 


Desk File Edit Layout View BM) 


Ey Fornat Text Object Global 


Page Size 


iness Card - 3,5" x 2" 
ize - 297mm x 426mm 


Tabloid - ii" x 17" 
B jadex:tar Card - Fi x x 


Bai le Sided Docunent 
ODouble Sided Docunent 


Page Orientation Bfortrait (vertical) 
OlLandscape (horizontal) 


Choose a document style from the 
eleven pre-defined options or 
create your own in the User section 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 
SSS rr SSS 


Then choose another font and size 
from the Style menu and the 
highlighted portion changes 


Otah= ae ee ee 


FontiLreative 


Font / Point 
Point:42 pt 


I HERR EET al 
| Li e[efol<folsl +] 


Change to text input mode, choose 
a font and its size from the Style 
menu, and just type away on the page 


THE ST FORMAT 
STEP-BY-STEP 
GUIDE TO 
PERFECT PAGE 
PRODUCTION 


Desk File Edit BEVUMM View Style Fornat Text Object Global 
thor do SSS 


=i 
“I 


Create Multiple Columns 
Inside Margin 119 __ Ss Top frie 168 
Outside Margin: 16 Botton Rargin:Z0 nn 


lunber of Columns Across 
spate Between Columns gutter: —s 


[>] e} of | O/O]>| 
ie}elo}<fo]a| 


ONo Routing 
SColunns Linked 


ie) A 
I 


Make columns by entering margin 
sizes and space between columns. 
Routing flows text from column to column 


grabbed, moved, resized and shaped to fit 
using just the A icon. Columns are click- 
dragged into shape with normal GEM mouse 
“holds,” and can be outlined using the draw 
icons. Diagrams can be drawn directly onto the 
page and repositioned just like a Desktop icon. 
Use pull-down menus to make precise 
adjustments to positioning, typeface or the 
view of the document itself. Each main heading 
introduces a logical group of sub-functions. 


Reposition objects using the Edit 
Coordinates menu. Here we align the 
left edge of the headline with the column 


File contains all the creating, opening, saving 
and printing options, as well as filing utilities 
like formatting and directory checking. Your 
first step here is to create a new document 
which brings up a window with preset 
document sizes (from business card, index 
card, standard 8.5 inch printer paper to A4, A5 
and legal letter sizes). If these don’t satisfy your 


‘requirements, type in a user-selectable size. 


Single or double-sided pages can be chosen, 


A SAD STORY: PAGESTREAM REVISITED 


Proxima bears a distinct resemblance to PageStream and Publishing Partner Professional, two 
much older DTP systems both written by Deron Kazmaier, founder of the SoftLogik Corporation 
in the USA. PageStream, an upgrade of Publishing Partner, flopped on launch because early 
versions suffered from fatal bugs: files disappeared, mouse controls wandered and bombs 


appeared all too regularly. 
A launch as bad as that inevitably deterred potential buyers from taking a program seriously. 
This had disastrous financial repercussions for SoftLogik, delaying enhancements and repairs. 
The effect snowballed with the result that PageStream still hasn’t been fully completed. 
Version 1.82 is currently making its way around the United States and Kazmaier is still 
working on the program. UK distributors SDL (= 081 308 0888) are quietly offering version 1.8 
as an intermediate solution, while awaiting a final, bug-free version. 


issue 13-AUGUST-90 


DTP Proxima 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Format Text Object Global 
iif 


AISI L GH | 


To alter a headline, highlight half of 
it using the cursor and drag it over 
the letters you want to change 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text SEE EEE = 


4 
[=[ol<{ols Ral 


19] 


Larger headings can be typed in, 
resized, and repositioned to the 
correct location as an object 


GI Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 


a 


Choose Type 
File:KSAMH. IFF 
File Type:IFF ILBA ri.5 


Inport as:Picture Window 


= Lp 


Graphics can be imported from a 
variety of formats including DEGAS, 
Neochrome, GEM metafile, and IFF 


pe] Hl id 


(Sequence continues overleaf) 


as well as the orientation of the page itself; 
either vertical (portrait), or horizontal 
(landscape). Six documents can be worked on 
simultaneously, each holding up to 254 pages, 
providing generous space for your work. 

Edit handles all cutting, pasting and 
deleting functions, and searching and replacing 
words in blocks or whole documents is easy. 

Layout enables you to define overall 
presentation such as page style, columns and 
text flow. You can determine the layout of 
columns for the whole document and define 
margin sizes and the gap (the gutter) between 
the columns. A master page facility enables 
you to create any headings or footnotes which 
should appear on every page, such as the ST 
FORMAT footer which appears in the bottom 
corner of the page you're reading now. 

View controls how much of the document 
you actually see on-screen and shows pictures, 
columns and characters in full or simplified to 
speed updates. 

Typefaces, character sizes and text effects 
are altered using Style. Proxima is supplied 
with ten typefaces as standard, including the 
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DTP Proxima 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 


[el>[ol<Jo[e Ral 


Once imported as a Picture 
Window, graphics can be cropped 
and placed in the document 


The document takes shape, but has 
a few rough edges. The picture, for 
instance, is not in a tidy position 


[ 


| aaa 
| CifelefolKfols) 


Use Align from the Object menu to 
reposition the picture to the top 
corner of the second column 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Format Text Object Global 


With the picture where you want it, 
now start thinking about the 
written portion of the document 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style _Fornat_Text MUJam Global 


Text Runaround Control 
Standoffs: 
Vertical: B mm. 


Horizontal: 6 rw 


Text Wrap Mode 


Text Runaround affects word flow 
round an object. The highlighted 
icon prevents text on the right and middle 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 


ao 
fololal| 


we 


After importing text you can add 
more objects to break up its flow. 
The icon selected is the round window 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Format Text Object Global 


Bl 


[efofr o/c} 
Ko]e] 


With the Text Runaround facility 
circular holes can be put into the 
text to create unusual designs 


common (but indispensable) Helvetica, Times 
and University Roman, as well as unusual 
designs such as Artistic, Oriental and Creative. 
There are 16 fonts currently available and 
another 30 due to be released soon (£12 for 
three font families per disk). If you simply can't 
wait, you can design your own fonts using 
Proxima's own font designer. 

Fonts are measured in points (one point is 
1/72nd of an inch), and can be resized from 
1/50th of a point right up to 1,310 points! 
Commonly used point sizes can be selected by 
using a standard GEM window. There’s a host 
of possible styles, including bold, underlined 
and light, as well as the more unusual 
shadowed, strike-thru, and upside-down. 

Format offers justification and 
paragraphing while regularly used styles, such 
as headings or caption text, can be tagged 
using the Text menu. The latter also includes 
global text controls, such as spell-checking and 
hypehenation of whole blocks or documents. 

Use the Object menu to lock groups of 
text, drawings and pre-scanned images so they 
can be moved as one. Apart from changing line 
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o —— 
ding the usez 


Another picture can be imported 
into the space left by the window 
to make the document look different 


GOING NETWORK 


One man who saw PageStream’s potential was 
Frank Shean, editor, publisher and driving 
force behind Network News Services (NNS) 

Looking at DTP as a means of producing 
professional publications, Shean was less than 
ecstatic at what was available for the ST 
Claims of fully in-house publication are 
unjustified, he argues, because low-cost 
printers are unable to print documents of 
sufficiently high quality. DTP can only be used 
effectively as part of the publication process, 
relying on traditional printing methods to 
handle duplication in large volumes 

Shean decided a re-written version of 
PageStream could form the basis of a 
complete publication preparation system. An 
agreement was reached with SoftLogik and a 
team of English programmers took on the task 
of bug-hunting. Three months later Proxima 
emerged, still bearing SoftLogik’s credits but 
with NNS added to the list. NNS pay the 
equivalent US dealer price for every copy sold 
in England, though duplication is done this 
side of the Atlantic 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat_ Text Object Global 


omt ands you can lay 
out a basic draft quickly. 
Individual bits of text, 


things like posi! 
put a basic dcaft quickly.| like a desktop icon. 


Sub-headings are cut from the main 
text, put into a new text box and 
then repositioned, restyled and resized 


(Sequence continues overleaf) 


styles, fill patterns and colours, you can also 
flow text around objects of any shape. This is a 
massive boon: draw invisible polygons around 
complex imported pictures and you can make 
the text butt up alongside the irregular shape. 
Calamus and Timeworks have both overlooked 
this effect which gives Proxima a few thousand 
extra page design options. 

Rotation of objects enables spinning, 
twisting and slanting of images. Distorted text 
and graphics give your page designs an 
innovative, ultra-modern look. 

The final menu heading and the one which 
hints at the technical applications possible with 
Proxima is Global. A zillion different printers 
can be interfaced here — with no glaring 
omissions — from the humblest of Epson 9-pins 
to the £50,000 Linotronic 300 (the kit we use 
to prepare these pages for the printer). Print 
output can be tailored for variable density 
(depth of shading), orientation and paper size, 
or shrunk right down to print tiny thumbnail 
“sketches” for checking quickly. It can even put 
the output into a disk file so it can be printed 
later by squirting it directly to a printer. This is 
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Pdom PD Atari Software Pdom PD Atari 


Software 


Cehie 


A87 — Electronic 
Bank Statement the 
excellent home 


accounts package 
from Budgie UK. 


A96 — Sheet v2.0. 
powerful all features 
spreadsheet, includes 
documentation and 
tutorial. This is a 
double sided disk. 
A163 — Gemini 


Desktop replacement 
similar to NEO 
Desk, Excellent! 


W13 -— STWriter 


A138 — Double 
Sentry V0.00 the 
fully working home 
accounting program 


Elite V3.0, Includes by Graham R 
document files etc. Hutcheon. 
Double sided disk. Pdom ClipIt! 


14Mbytes of clip art! 
Vol.1— 5 DS disks of 
DEGAS images £15!, 
Vol.2— 5 DS disks of 
-IMG images £15! & 
Vol.3— 10 DS disks 

of .IMG files £27.50! 


A41 — Monochrome 
emulator version 5. 
Run monochrome 
programs on a 
colour monitor. 


M15 - The Accom- STW41 - FSelect 
panist 16 Voice MIDI v3.89 The best 
Sequencer. A fully replacement file 
working MIDI se- _ selector, ICone.Acc 
quencer by Henry _ excellent Icon utility 


Cosh. Fully featured. and ACache. 


Most of the disks in this advert 
actually contain more than is 
listed, for full details of all the 
disks, send for our disk based 


catalogue, which allows fast & 
easy searching for items! 
Cost only 70p fully inclusive. 


demo by Budgie UK One of the best 
Outstanding demo! 


GR3 — MASTER 


Painter — excellent 


GR17 - Picture 
convertors. To and 


GR20 - .IMG 
utilities. Convert2 


fully featured from Degas, NEO, 

graphics program Tiny, IMG, Spec- Tiny, NEO, Spect— 
works in ALL trum, AIM etc. rum toa IMG 
resolutions. Excellent value! format. Also a 


GR21 - ANI ST 
formerly Aegis 


IMG converts Degas Animator, now PD 


as ANI ST! The fully 
featured fully 


working animation 


viewer and slideshow. graphics package! 


Mega Pack 23 — Home Business Pack : 
Databases, Spreadsheets, Wordprocessing 
and Accounts : Datahandler, ST Writer, 
Opus, Sheet, Personal Finance, Double 
Sentry. 5 DS disks only £12.50! 

Mega Pack 21 — TEX the document 
typesetter, 6 DS disks £15.00! 


A121 - POOLS - 
Expert Results 
Predictor v2.3. 


editor V3.925 full 
screen editor. 


A157 — Custom 
Formattor allows 
you to enter capacity 
required. Boot Sector 
Storage store many 
boot sectors 1 disk. 
Both excellent. 


A134 — Boot Drive 
Select allows you to 
select a drive to boot 
from when you reset 
your ST. GrafTool 
and Chart Maker are 
2 chart makers. 


A52 — Hard Disk 2: A88 —- Double 
FolderXXX allows — Click Format v3.03 
upto 999 folders, an THE ST disk 
excellent directory formatter and copier. 
lister, Hard Disk Can format Spectre 
Install, Hard Disk 128 disks and place 


Utility 


mips 


Application 


A90 — Superboot 
v5.5 THE ST Boot 
program. Specify 
programs to run, 
password, GDOS, 
pictures and loads 
more. Excellent! 


D149 & D150 - 


Auto boot, and other MSDOS boot sector. 
HD utilities. 


mega demo from 
France. Excellent 2 


graphics and sound!! 


D144 - The Atari D122 -—NOTSTE. D125 - NOT STE. 
STE demo! Only The Union demo! It The CareBears 
works on an STE. requires a colour Cuddly demos. 


screen, joystick and a 
D157 — Mind Bomb double sided drive. _ to date! Requires 
colour screen and a 


double sided drive . 


demos available. 


PD Disk Prices: 1 to 5 disks 
are £3.00 each, 6 to 10 disks 
are £2.75 each and 11 or more 
disks are £2.50 each! 
Blank disks : 10—£7.00, 
50-£33.00. 

Disk cleaning kits — £2.50. 


W5 — Micro—Emacs 


The Delerious mega 


disk demo. Requires 
IMB RAM. Brilliant Budgie UK 


H| 


Games 


Mega Pack 22 
Games Compendi- 
um: Fruit Machine, 
Monopoly, World of 
Eamon, Galaxtic 
Empire, Draughts, 
Battle Ships, Card 
Games, Tunnel vi- 
sion, Azarians, Farm 
Yard, Space Invaders, 
Bridge It!, Give Us A 
Break, Spectral Sor- 
cery, Monkeys and 
Baloons and Race 
Cars! 
5 double sided disks 
for £12.50! 
All require a 


colour screen. 


ames. We also 
have the full 
catalogue of the 
worlds biggest ST 


The Games software 
best demo on the ST house. Send for our 


disk based catalogue 
for full details, 
now! only 70p! 


All prices are fully inclusive. To order 
please send a cheque or postal order 
payable to Pdom PD Atari or Access 
& Visa credit card details to: 
Pdom PD Atari Dept STF, 


P O Box 801, 
Bishop’s Stortford, 
Hertfordshire, CM23 3TZ. 
Telephone 0279 757692. 
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DTP Proxima 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Fornat Text Object Global 


A headline introduced with text 
runaround implemented. Turning 
pictures off speeds up screen updates 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style 
= ———— stfornat. doc: 


heck out the)! } 
evec-expanding ST|| 
TP market and you } 

find a geow ing variety of 


You can add lines and lightened 
text, as well as “drop caps” like 
the big C to start the article with a punch 


Desk File Edit Layout View Style Format Text Object Global 
= = stfommat.doc: £ 


see TOP Publishing 
= 


closer to the e 


The finished layout, ready to print. 
Designing took less than two hours 
(and it shows). Never mind, experiment! 


> useful when a “human spooler” feeds work into 
a Linotronic 24 hours a day, because approved 
pages can be passed on to print overnight. 
Editable pathnames which the system uses 
to find files, and macro command facilites 
which cut down on disk swaps, loading times 
and mousework are both found in the Global 
menu. Measuring systems can also be changed 


here from inches, centimetres and millimetres 
to professionally-used points, picas and 
ciceros. 

Keys access all functions in Proxima, and 
from the Global menu they can be linked 
together and bound to function keys to save 
time on complex repeated actions. 

Hyphenation rules can be set up to prevent 
certain words breaking at the end of lines, and 
whole dictionaries can be saved to check 
hyphenation and spelling. Another excellent 
dictionary is used for kerning pairs. (Kerning: 
the technique of making top-heavy letters like 
“F” and “T” overlap lower case letters like “o” 
and “e.”) This presents text more attractively 
and is used all the time in professional printing. 

Up to four screen colours can be chosen to 
represent 512 printable colours, and you can 
name and store each. They are set up in a way 
that printers and casual users can understand 
in terms of hue or subtractive colour mix using 
the ST’s intensity level notation. 

Full colour separation is possible, so four 
sheets are printed out; one showing all the 
cyan, one yellow, one magenta and one black. 
These are used by professional printers and 
opens up a whole new area for Proxima which 
other DTP packages fail to provide. It’s still 
dead easy to print out in colour on a Star LC- 
10, so if you don’t need professional gear 
you're still well catered for. 


Despite its enormous range of features, 
beginners will find Proxima easy to get to grips 
with because of its logical layout of menus, sub- 
menus and functions. If you don’t touch what 
you don't understand, you can still make top 
quality documents, saving the high-end trickery 
for when you're fluent with the basics. 

Proxima’s biggest problem is its manual. 
It's a good job the program is so intuitive, 
because the printed documentation is 
inaccurate and misleading. The tutorials should 
be ignored, and the body of the publication 
used for reference only. NNS plan to redesign 
the manual and should do so as soon as 
possible. 

Proxima also suffers from insufficient error- 
trapping. Expensive packages like Calamus 
prevent impossible or illogical requests from 
crashing the system, but you must take care 
using Proxima that you don’t ask the program 
to alter non-existent text or it bombs. This is 
avoidable, but unforgivable. 

In addition to this, screen redrawing is slow 
and sometimes inaccurate, requiring you to re- 
select the view to update the whole screen 


THE AFFORDABLE DTP SOLUTION 


Proxima is also offered as a complete £2,500 system, consisting of a 1040STE, external 
Cumana disk drive, SLM124 mono monitor, Sharp JX9500 laser printer with 2 MByte memory 
upgrade and Proxima itself. The system, intended for businesses entering the field of low-cost, 
high-quality DTP, can produce camera-ready artwork either on disk as PostScript files, or hard- 
copy colour separations. These can then be passed to a print bureau who create bromides 
(transparent sheets with the design printed on) which can be combined and filmed to produce 
full-colour chromalins. NNS even provide tutorial help in the form of a series of (surprisingly 
badly presented) publications all about printing and DTP, as well as a telephone helpline 
operated by a number of experts around the country. 

Proxima on its own, coupled with a 1MByte ST and a reasonable 24-pin dot matrix printer 
such as the Star LC24-10, can produce amazingly high quality output. Laser Printers give 
crisper results, but aren’t necessary if all you want is to create a small brochure or a flyer for 
your local fete. It may take a little longer to print documents using Epson-compatibles, but 
even the humble 9-pin is capable of producing excellent CVs, leaflets and the like. 
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vzeeT OP (ublishing 


*, The DTP war escalates as an old combatant re-emerge 
with wounds healed and a fresh name. Neil Jackson 
scratches his way under the surface to get... 


@ High quality hard-copy from a Postscript 
LaserWriter. Dot matrix printers are less 
crisp, but fine for general work 


properly. This is tedious, but intelligent use o 
the macro commands make it a simple one- 
button operation. 

These problems notwithstanding - and you 
soon learn to avoid them — Proxima represents 
excellent value for money. Even more expensive 
packages like Calamus are not entirely bug- 
free, and Proxima’s output is just as good. 

Proxima makes a lot of sense if you bear in 
mind that, as far as professional publishing is 
concerned, you'll only ever be able to produce 
camera-ready artwork from any DTP package. 
Why spend vast sums of money, when for a 
fraction of the price you can buy a package 
that gives access to a wide range of cheap and 
attractive fonts and PostScript output too? At 
this price, and with this power, Proxima is just 
too good to write off. stf 


FORMAT RATINGS 


PROXIMA/£155.25/Network News 
Services/0375 859 103 


Features 97% 
Superb object manipulation with complex text 
runaround, colour separation, tiling, and a vast 
number of printer drivers 


Speed 75% 
Slow but still workable on complex operations 


Ease of Use 89% 
Generally intuitive, occasionally irrational. GEM 
makes operations very familiar 


Results 94% 
Professional quality possible using PostScript and 
expensive printers. Low-cost printers produce 
crisp, good-looking work 


FORMAT VALUE 96% 
Small price, big quality. Enables amateurs to enter 
the DTP arena with spectacular results. Miss it if 
you dare! 


The Competition 

Calamus £458 Signa = 0252 874406 (see STF 6), 
Fleet Street Publisher 1.1 £125 Mirrorsoft = 071 
928 1454 (see STF 6); and Timeworks DTP 
£99.95 Electric/GST = 0954 61258 (used as the 
basis for our DTP series, STF 7-11) 
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ASTROLOGY 
FOR BEGINNERS 
ONLY £12.50 
A starter Pack comprisi ig imp le pro ram to calculate ‘a horosco 
an introductory klet & 
2 self-teaching programs 


DAATAscan Personal 


Deck File Settings 


many more programs for EXPERIENCED ASTROLOGERS 
also GRAPHOLOGY, I CHING, TAROT, etc. 


Payment with order by cheque, Access or Visa or large S.A.E 
for a free catalogue to- 
ASTROCALC ( Dept STF ) 
67 Peascroft Road, Hemel Hempstead 
Herts HP3 8ER, England Tel: 0442 51809 


The following 
Products are 
also available: 


High quality 200 DPI Mitsubishi hand held scanner with 
16 grey scales, 105 mm scan width and immediate 
real-time display. This great introductory offer to 
scanning comes complete with easy to use GEM based 


ADVENT SOFTWARE 


DAATAscan Plus software. Software ‘- 3 full editng 
PO BOX 414, NORWICH, NR1 4NX facilities, rotate, negate, fill, copy paste, zoom, 
rightness, clear, rescale and supports IMG, DEGAS & 
16 KNOX CLOSE, NORWICH, NR1 4LN NEO formats, ="? | 
Order Code AT20 £169.95 
a 


Empire Builder V2.0 
The Tube - adventure 
suicide or murder 


Budgie Crosswords (New) 
Onyx - Shoot 'em up (New) 
Mindbomb Demo - Lost Boys 
International Soccer Manager Genesys II - Aenigmatica 
aa ee a Hostile Reception - Arcade 
"Trax" - Trivia Quiz 7" - Platform 
"1990" - Arcade - Shoot 'em up ae - oe 
"Soko" - Public speaking July '90 3 

Dog Fight 


"Tennis" - Wimboledon Sim - 
£3.00 each 4 or more £2.50 each Football '88 - new version 


DAATAscan Professional FN acl 


Desk File Scon_Inage : £79.95 


High quality Mitsubishi hand held scanner designed for 


professional users, with 105 mm scan width and can 
operate in 100, 200, 300 or 400 DPI in one of 3 dither 
modes or a two tone B/W mode. The DAATAscan 
: Professional software features immediate real time 


display, cropping, 3 zoom levels for pixel editing, direct 


COMPUTER CENTRE printing to Atari Laser/Epson printer and is compatible 


wh D F packages such as Timeworks and Calamus 
and can be used in conjunction with OCR packages. DAATAs7 
place for ATARI ST COMPUTERS Supports IMG and DEGAS file formats. cog ie 


Order Code AT25 £199.95 £34.95 


No. dL in West London. aul prices inc.V.A.T. 


This Months Special Promotions 
NEW 520 STE POWER PACK . 1MB 3.5" External Drive, incl PSU 


The Complete DTP Solution 


£359.99 : (NEC Sony) £68.99 Fpcgy ay er ST a 
(includes mouse, joystick, 1MB 3.5" Internal Drive Be 
games + business software)  ¢ (NEC) £54.99 Tle}| PANDAALMARKETINGL 


MASTERsound 
FREE Hyper Pack with 520 STE includes First Word Plus... pally cag AT50 
Hyperdraw, Hyperpaint, Borodino. TIMEWORKS (30% off RRP) £000 neuarg peaige 40 Daf £29.95 


1 Hs 1 3 ScD REG ON, 


And a £50 Voucher for Games. Data Manager Prof. 
Desktop Publisher. 
Publishing Tutor 
Word Write 
Partner ST 

ANTIC (up to 30% off RRP) 
Spectrum 512 
Cyber Studio . 


Atari 520 STE Power Pack {e450 of software inc 
Music, Organiser + Joystick) .. £359.99 
Atari 1040 STE (mod. TV) £449.00 
(Includes Professional Pack) 

520 STFM Discovery pack + 4 

Games + STOS + Neochrome.....£269.99 
Atari SM124 Monitor .. £119.00 
Star LC24-10 Printer £239.00 Cyber Sculpt . 
Mannesmann Tally 81 £134.95 Cartoon Designs 
Hard Disk 30MB Megafil £439.00 Video Titling Designs 
RAM Upgrade ST- No Soldering 3D Developers dis! 


Philips 8833 colour monitor inc. cable....£249.99 Cad 3D......... 
Cyber Texture 


Star LC10 sss A 

Star LC10 Colour ca err ae Lune 
Panasonic KXB11 24 (24pin Printer)..........£269.99 Microbot Design 
Cumana 1Mb external drive 3.5" inc. PSU..£89.00 Easy Draw.... 
Repairs of ST from £49.00 + Vat Supercharged Easy Draw. 


19 Queens Parade, Ealing, London W5 3HU. Tel 081-991 0928 
Prices include delivery for software and small items.Courier Delivery of hardware £7.99. UK 
mainland only * Above prices for mail order, Shop prices may vary & All offers subject to 
availability. EXOE. We are the corner of Hanger Lane (North Circular) & Queens Drive 
% Easy parking * Most models in stock * VISA AND ACCESS 


10 visxs 3.50sb0. £4.99 with any purchase. 


Comprises either DAATAscar Personal or Professional 
with Timeworks Publisher DTP software. Timeworks 
features 5 fonts, 8 text styles, text file and graphics file 
import, style sheets, paragraph tags, justification and full 
editing facilities all within a frame based layout. 

Order Code ATO1 (with D’scan Personal) £199.95 
Order Code AT02 (with D’scan Pro) £229.95 


All prices include VAT & postage 
Phone now to order by Access/Visa 
0234 855666 eal 
= or send your order by post stating the product 
| “mm onames and order codes, cheques paid to PML 
Ss When ordering state the reference no. STF6 


Pandaal Marketing Ltd, 44 Singer Way, Woburn Road Industrial Estate, 
Kempston, Bedford MK42 7AF 
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WORLDWIDE 
SOFTWARE 
106A Chilwell Road, Beeston 
Nottingham NG9 1ES 


Atari ST Software 


Adidas Champ. Footbal 
All Time Favourites Compil 
A.M.C. 

Anarchy 

Back to Future 2. 
Bards Tale ... 

Batman the Movie . 
Battle of Britain Finest Hour 
Battlehawks 1942 
Battlemaster 

Better Maths 


Blue Angels (Accolade) 
Bomber. 

Bomber Mission disk 
Boxing Manager . 
Breach 2.. 

Cartoon Caper: 

Castle Master . 

Chaos Strikes Bac! 
Chase HQ 

Chess Champion 2175. 
Chronoquest 2 

Cloud Kingdoms. 
Codename Iceman 
Combo Racer . 
Conqueror 

Colorado 

Crack Down. 

Damocles 

Dan Dare 

Defenders of the Earth... 
De Luxe Scrab! by 
Dragons Breat! 


Dungeon Master | 
Dynamic Debugger. 
Dynasty Wars . 
Dyter 07... 


Escape From Robot Monsters .....£14.! os 


Europe (other than UK) 


shipping costs are: 


£1.50 per disc for normal airmail 
£2.50 per disc for express airmail 


BARCLAYCARD 


* MUSIC MAKER - music prog 
* ORGANISER BUSINESS SOFTWARE 


ATARI STE 512K RAM £345.00 


Atari ST Software 
Edition One 


F16 Falcon... 

F16 Falcon Mission Dis! 
F19 Stealth Fighter. 
F29 Retaliator.. 

Ferrari Formula 1 

Final Battle .... 

Final Command 

Fire Brigade... 

Fire and Brimstone .. 
Flight Sim 2 .. 

Flimbo's Quest. 
Football Manager World Cup . "$14.95 


Credit Card Orders 
Tel: 0602 225368 
FAX: 0602 430477 


Fred... 

Fun School 2 (6-8 years} 
Fun School 2 (over 8 years) . 
Fun School 2 lune 6 years} 
Future Wars.. 

Ghosts 'N' Goblins 

Gold of the Americas. 
Gravity ... 

Hammerfist 

Harley Davidson. 
Heavy Metal ... 

Heroes Quest . 

Hot Rod .. 

Ikari Wart 

Imperium .. 
Impossamole 

Indy Last Crusade 
Infestation....... 

Int. 3D Tennis 

Italia 1990. 

Italy 1990.. 


Please make cheques or postal orders payable to WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 
All prices include postage and packing in the UK. Fast Delivery On All Stock Items By 1st Class Mail In 
UK. Credit Card Orders Accepted by Phone Or Mail. 
ADVERTISED PRICES ARE FOR MAIL AND TELEPHONE ORDERS 


ram 


“SOFTWARE: 


SUMMERTIME 
SPECIAL 
OFFER 
£1.00 off all software 
titles. Just tell us in 
which magazine you 
saw our advert then 
deduct £1.00 from our 
advertised price for 
each title that 
you order 


Overseas Tel No: 
Nottingham 225368 


Atari ST Software 
Ivanhoe... 
Jack Nicklaus Gol 
Jumping Jackson.. 
Kick Off 2 + World Cup 90. 
Kid Gloves .. 
Klax .... 
Last Ninja 2 
Leaderboard Collectio 
Leisuresuit Larry... 
Leisuresuit Larry 2 
Life and Death.. 
Lost Patrol ... 
Magic Maths. 
Manchester U; 
Maniac Mansion 
Maths Mania... 
Matrix Marauders 
Midwinter 
Midnight Resistance 
Ninja Spirit ............... 


All of our STE computers are checked prior to ok Atari 520STE 1MB RAM computer 
despatch. All ram upgrades are fitted on-site by 
our own engineers. All prices include 72hr 
courier delivery and vat. 


ix 20 top selling games 6: above) 
ox Mouse, Joystick and instructions 


* ATARI ST PERIPHERALS 
Atari SM124 Mono Monitor 


W¥SRLDWIDE 


Atari ST Software 


Ninja Warriors. 
Operation Thunderbolt 
P47 Thunderbolt 
Paperboy . 

Pinball Ma: 
Pipemania .. 
Player Manag 
Populous .... 
Populous Promise 
Powerboat USA.. 
Power Up.... 

Pro Tennis Tour . 
Projectyle.... 
Puzzle Book Vol 1 


Rainbow Islands 
Red Lightning ..... 


Credit Card Orders 
Tel: 0602 252113 
(24 Hours) 


Resolution 101 .. 

Rings of Medusa 

Robocop . 

Rotox... 

RVF Honda. 

Satan... 

Shadow Warrior. 

Sherman M4 

Sim City 

Sir Fred. 

Sly Spy Secret Agent 

Space Ace.. 

Spell Book 4-9 years 
Spidertronic........ 

Star Blade 

Star Flight 

Starblade 

Stunt Car 

Super Cars... a 
Supreme Challenge Flight Command..£22.95 
Tennis CUP ......sseseeseesseseseeserrel 7.95, 


£3.50 | 
ALL STE MACHINES COME WITH : ¢ 3 9 @ = @ @) noe 
* FIRST BASIC - a programming language including vat and 72hr delivery £13.95 


£99.99 


Mannesmann MT81 £144.95 : 
Citizen Swift24 


All disk 
unbran 


WORLDWIDE 
SOFTWARE 
106A Chilwell Road, Beeston 
Nottingham NG9 1ES 


Atari ST Software 


The Punishe 
Theme Park.. 
Thunderstrike .. 
Tie Break. 
Tournament Golf. 
Toyottes... 
Treasure Trap. 
Treble Cham 
Triad Vol 3 
Turrican .... 


Viking Child .. 

Vulcan... 

Warhead 

Wipe Out .. 

World Cup 90 Compilation 
World Cup Soccer Italia 9 
X-Out.... 

Xenomor 

Xenon 2 

Zombie .. 


FIR II IK III III AAAI AAA IC 
0 x 3.5" Blank Disks with Labels......0...£9.95 
40 x 3.5" Lockable Disk Storage Box.........87.95 
80 x 3.5" Lockable Disk Storage Box ...£8.95 
100 x 3.5" Lockable Disk Storage Box £9.95 
IKI III II IIS IAA ASIA AACA 
Joysticks 
Cheetah 25 Plus... 
Cruiser Black, Blue or Multicc 
Konix Speedking with Autofire. 
Competition Pro 5000.....e:s 
Competition Pro Clear 
Competition Pro Extra... 
Zip Stick Standard...... 5 
Zip Stick Autofire ..... 
PKK I III IIIA IAI IIA IACI 
Printer Special Offer 
Citizen 120D Printer ..sctssenessnn £139.99 
(PLEASE STATE COMPUTER TYPE 
WHEN ORDERING) 


. 2.0.8. 2.0.0.2.0.2.0,2.2.2.2,.0.2.0.0.804 


Outside Europe shipping costs are: 
£2.00 per disc for normal airmail 
£3.00 per disc for express airmail 


£169.00 
£219.00 


£310.00 : 
£25600 } 


£3.95 


BLANK DISKS 
rices are for 
led disks with labels 


Atari Megafile 30 Hard Disk © 44995 y 
ATARI STE iMB RAM £365.00 | |Atari Megatile 44 Removable HD = 84999 reel Le pees 
Atari Megafile 60 Hard Disk © 619.95 uantity . 
ATARI STE 2MB RAM £449.00 | | hicii singod taser Printer © 500 Diy ra foe 
Atari SLM8O4 Toner Cartridge £ 3750 A fe : 
ATARI STE 4MB RAM £599.00 Atari SLM8O4 Replacement Drum —- £159.99. | {Quantity 100 £52.99 : 
a, aang a, Hh Cumana | MB External Drive £ 89.95 ; 
STE R AM UPGR ADE KITS ST Monitor Switch Box £14.95 CALL FOR PRICES : 
STE Stereo Scart Lead £1299 ATARI LYNX 
520 STE to MB (2 x 256K cards) £49.00 STFM Monitor Scart Lead £995 ST MIDI SOFTWARE 
STE to 2MB (2 x 4B cards) £149.95 Robokit Interface € 89.00 B esas Een 6 
STE to 4MB (4 x 1MB cards) £324.95 Trak Joysti £2495 
[a endo = ren Ap aria 53999 COMMODORE PC 


Power Pack Games 
' ST EEO Prataaaionl and.lots more. 


ST GAMES ONLY 
£2.00 EACH ? 


Afterburner. R-Type. Gauntlet 2. Super 
Hang-On. Space Harrier. Star Glider. 
Overlander. Super Huey. Pac Mania. Nebulus. 
Eliminator. Predator. Xenon. Bombuzal. Bomb 
Jack. Double Dragon. Black Lamp. Out Run. Star 


Goose and Star Ray. 
All of fhe above games are available in the Power 


Pack Software pack for only 


£39.99 - thats less than £2.00 each ! 


(requires double sided disk drive) 


(DEPT STF], UNIT A, GRAFTON PLACE, 
WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX. BN11 10X 


(0903) 700714 = 


YOU CAN PLACE YOUR ORDER 24 HOURS A DAY 
All prices include VAT and delivery unless otherwise stated. Goods despatched same day whenever possible. All prices are 
subject to change without notice. Mail order only, callers and collections only by prior arrangement with us. Thank You. 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK DELIVERY UNLESS STATED 
ADD £5.00 INC VAT FOR NEXT WORKING DAY COURIER DELIVERY 
ADD £10.00 INC VAT FOR SATURDAY COURIER DELIVERY 
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EDUCATION languages 


@ The Spanish and French tutors using traditional flamboyant hand signals to get their point across 


MACHINE: ALL COLOUR STs 
PRICE: £19.95 EACH 

FROM: KOSMOS SOFTWARE 
CONTACT: 0525 3942/5406 


foreign language is going to be a 
A pretty useful asset when Brussels 

goes into overdrive. That generation 
of English schoolchildren who learnt French 
using Longman’s audio-visual aids are going to 
wish they hadn't fallen asleep listening to the 
domestic adventures of the Marsaud family. 
Kosmos’ new language series is therefore a 
timely entry into the educational market. It cov- 
ers areas not only essential to GCSE courses, 
but also benefits beginners requiring self-paced 
tuition and anyone brushing up for a holiday or 
business trip abroad. 

The series consists of The French Mis- 
tress, The German Master, The Spanish Tutor 
and The Italian Tutor. Topics are as diverse as 
family, food, clothes and weather, and are dis- 


V1.6 


© Kosmos Software Limited 1989 


cussed using a vocabularly of over 2,500 
words. Each of the 32 pre-defined files covers 
nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, prepositions, 
conjunctions, and useful phrases conjugated in 
six tenses. 

All programs can be used in three modes: 
Self Teach, Self Test and Edit. In Self Teach 
mode there are four display options. In the first 
two, foreign words are displayed in a pointless 
list of untranslated words. The next two options 
translate foreign words to English and English 
to foreign. New words appear at the touch of 
the Space bar or automatically after an appro- 
priate delay. 

The Self Test mode either presents learners 
with a foreign word and prompts for the English 
translation or vice versa. If you do press the 
incorrect key, the letter simply doesn’t appear 
and the cursor remains in place waiting for the 
correct one to be entered. Press Help and the 
next letter is placed on the screen for you. Your 
accuracy is recorded at the bottom of the 


-screen and there’s an option to repeat ques- 


tions you found difficult. 


entry 1 


t entry 16 


Accuracy 186 % 


@ The main menu (left) and the work screen (right) are identical in all four packages 


issue 13-AUGUST-90 


The editor is easy to use; just key in English 
words and their foreign counterparts. It accom- 
modates all the relevant accents and special 
characters appropriate to each language and 
files can be saved and recalled at a later date. 

On the negative side, the graphics are drab 
and uninspiring and some instructions in Self 
Teach mode are virtually impossible to read. Files 
are small - resulting in constant loading and re- 
loading during revision - and file selection is 
clumsy using the arrow keys. 

Despite these grumbles, the four packages 
benefit anyone learning or revising a foreign lan- 
guage. Until a high-quality speech synthesiser is 
developed that can aid pronunciation, however, 
we'll no doubt continue to murder the subtle 
cadences of foreign languages. stf 


FORMAT RATINGS 


KOSMOS LANGUAGE SERIES/ 
£19.95 each/Kosmos/0525 3942/5406 


Features 69% 
Tutorials, tests, editing facilities, and a wide variety 
of conversational topics 


Speed 60% 


Very slow; archaic menus don't help 


Ease of Use 95% 
Self explanatory. Help is available, but really 


shouldn't be needed 


Results 82% 
Reasonable, although some options are superfluous 


FORMAT VALUE 80% 
Recommended as GCSE revision aids 


The Competition 
There is no competition 
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Lat Person Pinball 
30 Pool 

7 Gates of Jaabala 
Action Servic 

Action ST 

After Burner. 

A€ter the War... 
Airbourne Ranger... ..+ 
Air Support..+vssee 
Alien Syndroae (RAD).... 
Altered Beast 

American Oreaa: 

Anarchy. 

Ancient Art of War. 

APB. eee 

Aquanaut. «+ 

Aquaventura 

Araa 2 

Asterix. 

Ausceclitz... 

Arels Magic Hanaer.... 
Bad Cat ( Budget ). 

Bad Company.- 

Balance of Power 1 
Balistixe.sreeee 

Bankok Knignts....- 
Barbarian. Sie 
Barbarian 2...- 

Bacds Tale ....... 
Satman Caped Crusader. 
Batman the Movie ven 
Battlechess 

Battle Haves. 
Battleships 

Battletecn. 

Beach Volley. 
Betrayal.cseeseeeee 
Beverly Hills Cop. 

Bionic Conmands.. 

Slack Cauldron... 

Black Tiger.cscscseceevees 
Blood Yoney..+sseeeuewees 
Bloodwych ae 
Bloodvych 

Blue Angels.ceeseres 
BODO. vecesereenoeees 
Boradino. veer 
Bomber. ..eeree . 
Souldecdash (Wicked)... 
Brian Clough Football....+ 
Bridge Player 2150..0.00+ 
Bruce Lee Livesscesereree 
Cabalsccesscccesceos 
California 

California Challenge....- 
Captain dlood..... 
Carrier Coanand 
Garthag@ssessee 

Cartoon Capers. ..eee 
Centretold Squares.... 
Chamber of Shaolin... 
Chaos Strizes Back.. 
Chase HQ...» 


[£13.90 
++£13.90 


Chessplayer 2150.... 

Chicago 90..... 

Circus Attractions....- 

Classic Invaders..+e+e+es 

Clown O'Mant 

Cluedo Master Detect. 

Colossus Chess 4 (X) 

Commando. . dannavaees 

Commandos 

Combo Raci 

Compilations 2 

Conflict {n Europe 

Conqueror 

Continental Circus 

Geary Cars 2 

Crossbow (vililaa Teli)... 

Cyberball. AES 

Crystal Castles......seeee 

Daily 0. Horse Racing...+- 
1£16.90 

1£13.90 

+£3.50 

1£16.90 

++416.90 

+£16.90 

+£16.90 

1£13.90 

+£8.50 

1£16.90 


Dack Century... 
Day of the Vypec 
Days of the @haraoh 
Deluxe Scrabble. 
Deep Spacesssevere 
Degas Elites.seee 
Deja vu +£16.90 
Deluxe Strip Poker. £13.90 
Demons Tomd...eeeeeeeeee ee e£16.90 
Degons Vince 
Dogs of Zary..es 
Double Dragon 2....+e 
Double Dragon....seses 
Or Dooms Revenge..-vese- 
Dragon Ninjaseseceeeewes 
Dragon Spirits... 
Dragons Breat 
Dragons of Flane.. 
Orakhen. 
Dungeon 3 £16.90 
Oungeon Master Editor. £ 3.50 
Dynamite ux. pee £13.90 
Dyter 07 Lilian. 90 
sty és teen ofld.90 
Elite... £16.90 
Elviraseees $419.90 
Emperor of Hines £19.90 
Entarpeize (Arc) £13.90 
© from the Planet 
ac 11.00 
16.90 
Europ 
European Supecleagu 
Executioner 
Extra Time... 
Eye of Horus. 
F15 Strike Eagle 
F16 Combat. 
F16 Falcon. 
£19 
F29 
alcon... 
Falcon Mission 
Fast Break. 
ast Lane 
Federation Quest One 
Ferrari fornula t 
Fiendish Freddy...ssse+ 
tfth 
ighting Somber. 
Fignting Soccer.. 
Final Legacy.. 


First Contact.. 
Five Star Sompilation. 

Flight Sisulator 2.... 
FOER-cssraee A 

Football director 

Football Manager 2/Exp.Kit.i 9.90 
cotball Yan. 2 Comp....-..£13.90 
Football Manager 2...--.+--£13-90 
Footballer of the Year 2..-£13.90 
Forgotten Yorlds......+---.i13.90 


Foundations Waste.. seek 3450 
Full Metal Planet.....+.++o£16.90 
Fun School 2 6-3 21£13.90 
Fun School 2 Ove 1141.90 
Fun School 2 Under Di te13290 
Fun School 3.. £13.90 
Fusion..eeeee 
Future Wars 
Galaxy Force. 
Idregon's Do 
Games Galore. 
Games Susmer edit 
rfield Winters tail.. 
unclet 2 (klassix)..+ 
Gazza's Super Soccer 
Gemini Wing.. mae 
Ghostbusters 2 
Ghouls & Ghosts. 
Gtante 
Gold of the Reais... 
Geldrusn 
Gore.. +£2.90 
Geafeiti van 3.50 
Geand Monster : 
Geand Prix (A\ 214£13.90 
Geand Prix Mi 3513.90 
Gravity. $1£16.90 
Geid Tron 1£16.90 
Gunship..-- 
Hard Drivin. 
Harley Davidson... 
Hawaiian Scenery Disk. 
Heavy 
Hell Raider. 
Hell Raider. 
Heroes of Lance 
Hills Fac.. 
Hollyvood ?.?ro (Sudget). 
Honda RVF. 
Hostages. 
Hot Rod.. 
Hound of Shadow... 
Hunt For Red October... 
Hyper Action 
Hyperforce. 
Tkari 
{npossaaole 
Indiana Jones (Adv)-. 
Indiana Jones (L.C.). 
Infestation. 
Infogeaces 
Interphase 
fronlord.. 11£16.90 
Tealy 1990 1i1£16.90 
{vannoe $£13.90 
1416.90 
Japan Scenery Disc 1411.90 
Jet... 1£22.90 
Joan of Are (Budget). +£8.50 
John Love's Darts...-+.++++£13.90 
Journey C/Earth (Budget)...£ 8.50 
Kennedy Approach. +.s+e++++ £16.90 
kenny Daglish...eeeee £13.90 
Kenny Daglish 2.-.eeeeeee0£13.90 
Kick Offseeereres £13.90 
kid Gloves...... 22£16.90 
Killing Gage Sho... .. 2... -£16.90 
King Arthur. 2116.90 
Kings Quest 4 £22.90 
Kings Quest Triple Pack....£19.90 
Llakscsadesepcnsanasscmss sohhSee 
Knight Force..+se++ £16.90 
Lancaster.s.ceeeeseee £13.90 
Laser Squad ( 2£13.90 
Last Ninja 2... £16.90 
Leader-Collection.. £13.90 
Lagend.... os £13.90 
Leisure Suit 
Leisure Suit Larry 3...- 
Letsuresuit L.Looks 4 Lov 
License to Kill....-+- 
Life & Death....seeeee 
Light Forcassseceeeees 
Liverpool....ceeeeeee 
Lombard RAC Rally.... 
Lost Outchmans Mine.....- 
Lost Patrol.seeeeeecceeneee£l3.90 
ML Tank Placoons..ececeeeee£l9-90 
Magic MACHS..eecececene cee ehL5 +90 
Magnus 4 16 Bit 
Compilation. £19.90 
Manhuntar....- £19.90 
Manhunter 2.. £19.90 
n Utd. tes £13.90 
iac Mansion 11416.30 
Tig 8.50 
£15.90 
£16.90 
Mavis Beacon's Typing. .+++-£19.90 
Mega Pack 2.. 
Mucroprose Soccer. 
Midnight Resistance... 
Yidvince 
Millenium 2 
Yind Bender 
Yoonwalker. 
Me Heli.. 


Mystery of the 
Neveraind. 

New Zealand Story..+ 
Nigel Mansell. 

Ninja Spirtt....- 
Ninja Wacrior.....+ 
North & Southssssses 
Official Eng. Foot. Gam 
Oil [mperium..... 


Omega... 

Onslaught 

Ooze... 

Operation 

Operation 

Oriental 

Out Run. 

Out Lan 

Overlord... 

P47. 

Paciand 

Pacmania... 

Paperboy. 

Paris Dakar... 

Passing Shot... 

Personal Nightaare 1£19.90 

Phantasie 2. 2£16.90 

2 1£16.90 

Pharaoh 3. 111.00 

Phoenix. o£, 8.50 

Pictonary tee £13.90 

Pinball Magic... 1413. 

Pipe Mania 1416.90 

Piraces... 

Planet Sustars. 

Player Manager. 

Police Quest 

Police Quest. : 

Populous..... pest anki6.90 

Populous Promised Lands....£ 3.50 

Postman Pat. cascecd 8550 
£16.90 
£16.90 


Poverdrome £16.90 


Precious Metal... £16.90 
Premier Collection 2......-£19-90 
Prince..seeees £16.90 
Pro Tennis...- £16.90 
Psion Chess 216.90 
Quartz 16.90 

£13.90 
1 2416.90 
++£13.90 

£13.90 
+ +£16.90 


Rainbow Islands. 
ly Cross 


Raabo 3... 
Reala Of Trolls (Budget). 
Red Heat. 

Red Lighting... 

Red Storm Rising. 

Rick Dangerous 


Rocket Ranger... 
Rock N Roll... 
Rolling Thunder. 
Rotor. 

Run the Gauntlet... 
Running Man.-..-. 
Safaci wings... 
Scapeghost 

Scrabble 

Scrambled Spirits 
Secret Agent... 
Shadow of the Beast. 
Shadow Warrior. 
Shecaan M6. 

Shinobi 

Shoot ea Up. 

Shuffle Pack Cafe.... 
Sllenc Service...- 
Si lewor 

Skids. 

Sky Fox 2 

Slayer... 


+ +£1.90 
$413.90 
+£13.90 


Soccer Ga 
Seldier of Light (Rad). 
Sonic Soom yi 
Space Ace (Colour)..+++++ 
Ace (Nonochroae)...--£16.90 
Harrier (20 Levels)..i13.90 
Harrier 2....5 +-£13.90 
Quese.seecscere ns ee + 2£16.90 
Quese 2 +£16.90 
Quest 3 7422.90 
2£19.90 
1£16.90 
£13.90 
sed 3.50 
1£16.90 


Sphecical.......++ 
Spidertronic (Budget) 
Sportbike 
Sporting T 
Spy Vs Spy 2eweeee 

© Coamand. 
Star Slaze..- 
Starbreaker...-+ 
Star Control... 


Starglider 
Stac wars Trilogy-- 
Steal. 
Steiger. 
Stella Crusade. 
Steve Davis Snooker 
Storm Lord.-.eeeees 
Story so far. 
ory 30 far Vol 3..++ 
Stree Fighte: £ 4.50 
Strider.... aseece £13.90 
Poker Deluxe. ...-.-..£13.90 
oes ++£13.90 
Stune Car Racer... £16.90 
Summer Olympiad... -.++.+++£13.90 
Super Cars (Grealin)..-...-£13.90 
£13.90 
£16.90 
£13.90 
£13.90 
1413.90 


2i413.90 
£13.90 
£13.90 
£13.90 


Super Scradle. 
Super Wonderboy. 
Switchblade... 
Table Tennis Siaulator.....£13.90 
Tank Attack... £16.90 
Teapus 22£22.90 
Tempest (Arc)..-- £13.90 
£13.90 
$1413.90 


The Kaepeesseeee 
The Third Courrier.. 
Theme Park. 

Their Finest Hour 

Three Bears 

Thrill Tise Plat 2....+ 
Tia 

Times of Lor 

To Be On Top (Budget). 3.50 
Tom & Jerry 2-s..s++ 16.90 
Toodiness.eeeeeeeee 

Tower of Babel... 

Tracksuit Manager... 

Trauma (Sudgec).. 

Tried 2..-.--0+ 


2+£16.90 
2416.90 
2419.90 


Teted 3.. 
Trivial Genus Edi 
Turbo Buggies.. 
Turbo Outrun, 
Turricane... 
Tusker. 
TY Spocts Footba 
Twin Wo! 
Ultiae LV 
Ultiaa Trilogy: 
Ultiea ¥. 
Ultimate Golf... 
UNS... 
UMS Scenario 1... 
UMS Scenario 
Uninvited... 
Untoucnables 
Venus..-.- 
Yerainator 
Vigilante... 
Virus <illec. 
Vulean....see-+ 
Wall Sereet....-6+ 
Wanted (Budget). 
Construc... 


tees e£13.90 
2+ +£16.90 


22+£16.30 
£19.90 
2+2£13.90 


Wild Streets. 
Windwalker....-- 
Wings of 

World Boxing Manager... 
World CL 

X-Out... 

Xenon..- 

Xenon 2...- 
Xanophobe..--+++ 

Zak Mckracken... 
Zynap: 


BACK ISSUE SERVICE 


Few in stock, selling out fast 


- get your copies while they last! 


All issues only £3.65", cover disk 


ST, 


‘THE NEW STS. 


and full postage included 


ISSUE 1 
SORRY SOLD OUT! 


ISSUE 2 
SORRY SOLD OUT! 


ISSUE 3 
SORRY SOLD OUT! 


| FORMAT (dal 


ISSUE 4 
SORRY SOLD OUT! 


ISSUE 5 
SORRY SOLD OUT! 


ISSUE 6 
SORRY SOLD OUT! 


1990s! 


Warre KOT 


ISSUE 7 
SORRY SOLD OU7! 


ISSUE 8 

Disk: complete 
animation program — 
was £80! Super Virus 
Killer; fast file copier 
Inside: 15 page A to 
Z special on how to 
boost your ST; how to 
create ST animations 


ISSUE 9 

Disk: Conqueror, 
Pipemania, Canvas - 
three fully playable 
demos! Plus Turbo ST! 
Inside: guide to ST 
scanners; cheap ST 
networking; secrets of 
game creation 


ISSUE 10 

Disk: Wipe Out 
playable demo; plus 
full version of GFA 
Raytrace! 

Inside: 30 ST classic 
games; education 
roundup; complete 
survey of ST art 
packages 


ISSUE 11 

Disk: Resolution 101 
playable demo; mouse 
tools; comms 
software 

Inside: piracy special; 
how to do comms; 
how your ST can spy 
on satellites 


ISSUE 12 

Disk: Mega music 
special, MIDI 
sequencer, Starblade 
spacetrading demo 
Inside: Mad about 
Music; Harlekin; 
beginners guide to 
brilliant graphics 


*UK price only Overseas prices: Europe £5 Rest of World £7 


FREE FIRST CLASS SAME DAY POSTAGE & PACKING 


To order your back i ipti i 
on all U.K. orders (Eur pe add £1 per Law Please send guaranteed your back espes ise the subsseripeons order: form oppose: 


DON'T MISS OUT 


cheque or P.O. to:- P.D.Q. Software, T Dept, 32 Granville 
Gds, London W5 3PA, stating computer make & model. 
Tel enquiries: 081-9 6471. Mail Order only. No callers please. 
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CHOOSE ONE 
OF THESE 
TOP THREE 
TITLES 


YOURS FREE (RRP £24.99) 


Take to the skies with brilliant new 
flight simulator from Ocean - it’s a 
surefire winner! 


YOURS FREE (RRP £24.95) 
y " BEN © 
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The fastest ST game of all time 
- the street-tough crime-cracking game 

that took pride of place on issue 11’s 
Cover Disk 


YOURS FREE (RRP £19.99) 


Play the full version of the game 
on issue 12’s Cover Disk in this 
futuristic space trading game 


YOUR NO RISK GUARANTEE 
You can cancel your subscription at any time 
and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. 


FREE GAME! 


WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO ST FORMAT 


PLUS... 


You guarantee yourself a regular copy of Britain’s 
leading magazine for the ST, jam-packed with all the 
information you need to get the most out of your 
machine 


PLUS... 


You make sure you get the tremendous Cover Disk 
every month - 800K+ bursting with exciting 
programs, vital utilities and playable demos 


12 ISSUES OF YOUR FAVOURITE MAGAZINE 
PLUS COVER DISK PLUS FREE GAME 
- ALL THIS FOR ONLY £34.95! 


Or, if you're a bit hard up this month... 
6 ISSUES FOR JUST £17.95 (but sadly no free game) 


Simply complete the coupon below and return to us ASAP 
CAN'T WAIT? Then phone our CREDIT CARD HOTLINE on 0458 74011 
and ask for Trevor Witt for a fast and friendly service. 


Ee 


I YES! | want to claim my free game (only applies to 12 issues subscriptions) 
] My choice is as follows (please tick one only) 


F29 RETALIATOR _| RESOLUTION 101 STARBLADE 
Please enter my subscription to ST FORMAT (tick as appropriate) 

UK (12 issues)................ £34.95 (| UK (6 issues)..............00000 £17.95 
|_| Europe (12 issues)........... £59.55 || Rest of World (12 issues) ....£84.55 


To ensure you get the best possible service all overseas subscriptions are sent Air Mail 


Please also send me the following back issues (see opposite page) 
8 9 10 11 = 12 (please circle) 


Name 


Address 


Post code 


Total payment | £ My method of payment is (tick your choice) 
J] Cheque (make payable to Future Publishing Ltd) 


| Visa _| Access Expiry date 


A 


Enclose this coupon (together with your cheque if applicable) in an envelope to: 


ST FORMAT Subscriptions, FREEPOST, Somerton TA11 7BR 


EDUCATION quizzes 


As educational software broadens its vision: 


David Jones faces rigorous questions and 
shoots down a few flying saucers 


MACHINE: ALL COLOUR STs 
PRICE: £19.95 
FROM: KOSMOS SOFTWARE 


CONTACT: 0525 3942/5406 
ost educational software concen- 
trates on improving a specific skill. 


M Programs are carefully targetted 


and focus on a narrowly defined field. It’s 
difficult to imagine a program that teaches key- 
board skills, aids computer literacy, tests knowl- 
edge, includes animated games and has 


extension disks to broaden its scope — in other 
words, a single program that does everything 
you could wish educational software to per- 
form. But that’s exactly the breadth of vision 


Hy HL AHH 


Who is the editor of ST FORMAT 


Robert Maxwell 
Derek Janeson 
Steve Carey 


Terry Hogan 


Press &,B,C or D 


After the file loads you're asked how many 
questions you wish to answer; which questions 
you wish to answer; what order you wish to 
answer them in; and how you would like them to 
be presented. You can choose from multiple- 
choice, true or false responses, fill-in-the-gaps, 
or a random combination of all three. 


The main screen shows a medieval castle. 
The question appears at the top of the screen 
and you enter the answer via the keyboard. You 
can use the program in two modes. The first 
contains a game option. Every time a correct 
answer is given you're rewarded with a simple 
arcade game. In the Junior Quiz you control a 
balloon and shoot a dragon before it does 
something nasty to the princess in the tower. 
The second mode, presumably aimed at self- 


Help, Instructions 
List quizzes 
Load quiz rs 
Create new quiz 
Erase quiz 

Exit to Desktop 
Save quiz 

Begin Quiz + game 
Begin Quiz 

Insert. question 
Delete question 
Append questions 


Shots left 


@ The Senior Quiz dispenses with dragons and after a tricky question on your favourite 
magazine, the correct answer generates a shoot out with a flying saucer 


that the improved, extended, ST versions of 
Kosmos’ Answer Back Quizzes possess. 

There are two versions of the package; 
Answer Back Junior Quiz aimed at children 
between 6-11, and the Senior version aimed at 
teenagers and adults. The Junior Quiz comes 
on a crammed single-sided disk. To load a quiz, 
select the appropriate instruction, answer the 
simple questions, and enter a file name when 
prompted. For convenience, files are listed on a 
sheet enclosed with the packaging so you don't 
have to keep invoking the List Files option. 
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motivated older children bored by princesses in 
towers, has no game option and therefore runs 
much faster. 

The Senior version differs in only two ways: 
the game option is set in an alien landscape 
and provides you with the much more~adult 
opportunity of shooting a flying saucer, and the 
quaint medieval castle no longer provides the 
backdrop to the questions. 

Both programs contain 15 files each, with 
50 questions in each file. The Junior package 
covers subjects as diverse as nature, sums and 


© Kosmos Software Limited 1989 V1.6 
@ The menu looks daunting at first, but 
soon becomes familiar. If you think this 
looks confusing, wait until you tackle 
some of the questions! 


spelling, and each of the questions is designed 
to tax the general knowledge of an “average” 
9-10 year old. They include eternally perplexing 
questions such as, “What colour is indigo?”, 
“What would you be if you were a doctor espe- 
cially good at performing operations?” and 
“What is the currency of Italy?” 

The Senior Quiz contains a similar variety 
of questions, but they're substantially more 
difficult. The science file, for example, contains 
such headscratchers as: “What is the name of a 
substance that will not conduct electricity?”, 
“How many Km does light travel in a second?” 
and “Name the gas in fizzy drinks.” 

Both packages enable teachers or parents 
to create their own files. This can be used to 
provide simple tests or, if the questions are 
answered in sequence, they could form a story 
to maintain the child's interest. 

To extend the main packages there are 14 
data disks called Factfile 500 (£9.95 each). 
Each contains 500 additional questions, can be 
used with either program disk, and provides a 
welcome extension to the 750 questions 
provided with each package. The Factfiles 
contains 20 files of 25 questions and 
concentrate on specific subjects for particular 
age groups. The majority are aimed at older 
children and include GCSE subjects such as 
history, geography and science — only three 
Factfiles are aimed at under 11s. 

Answer Back is an extremely versatile 
series. It introduces keyboard and computer 
skills, has enormous scope for expansion, and is 
undoubtedly an invaluable teaching aid. stf 


FORMAT RATINGS 


ANSWER BACK QUIZ/£19.95 
Kosmos Software/0525 3942/5406 


Features 82% 
Adaptable quizzes with Junior or Senior programs 
and games and editing options 
Speed 61% 
Loading and accessing menus is slow 

Ease of Use 93% 
Simple to use with a great deal of on-screen help 


Results 85% 
Option to review incorrect answers. Additional data 
disks extend the scope of the program 


FORMAT VALUE 87% 
An excellent pair of programs that can be used in 
virtually any educaional situation 


The Competition 
There is no competition 
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The CM-64 LA/PCM Sound Module gives 
4 maximum of 63-voice polyphony. is 15- 
part multi-timbral (including rhythm part) 

for full orchestral reproductions and s 

provides 64 PCM preset tones and, from 

the wonderful world of LA synthesis, 128 (E729) 

The CM-64 also accepts U-110 sound 

sample library cards and incorporates an on-board digital reverb 
CM-64 CM-32P 
°M-32 LA Sound Module provides all 
the LA c ies of the CM-64 , is 32 
voice polyphonic and 9-part multi-timbral 


ROLAND'S NEW DESK-TOP 
COMPUTER RANGE 

CM-64 LA/PCM 

synthesizer presets, 30 percussion sounds 

plus 33 sound effects for the rhythm part 

and likewise has built-in di 

CM-32 PCM § 


nd 6-part multi- 
has the al reverb, and is 
J-110 sound-card compatible 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS 


G CN-20 


The CN-20 Music Entry Pad facilititates 
the programming of basic song data on a 
PC. It offers, for instance, easy editing of 
data pre-recorded from an extemal 
keyboard in real time, Its multi-purpose 
fader can be assigned to control a variety 
of MIDI information such as Control 
Change Bender and Aftertouch over any 
of the 16 MIDI channels 


polyphoni 


analogue audio mixer and featuring 10 
multiple MIDI channels, designed to mix 
song data for sequences created on PC 
or MIDI sequencer, it also enables 
control change messages of volume and 
panning to be transmitted to external 
MIDI devices 


CA-30 
Last of the modules is the CA-30 Intelligent 
Arranger. Designed to be linked with the 
CM-64 or CM-32-L, the CA-30 is 
sophisticated auto arranger with similar 
intelligent arranging functions as found on 
Roland's be E. 
Synthesizer. With the CA-30, even complete 
beginners can create interesting and 
song data 


convinci 


3%, | GAMESLINE 


3mins of mind blowin 
entertainment 


(Ask whoever pays phone bill) 


PHILOSOPHY 


tutorials, 
includes 
Passage (Issue 5). ALGORITHMIC MUSIC GENERATORS - 


HISOFT and STOS Basics also 
TRAK SEQUENCER which supports MID! THRU and EDITING, a 
banks and KORG M1 DEFAULT VOICES. 


in Basic. Series starting from scratch WITH EXAMPLE MIDi PROGRAMS in ST, FAST, GFA, POWER, 
Issue 7 NEW 16- 


ISSUE 8 now has full working K1 Editor, 50 New Korg 


M1 Voices, and 32 New Kawai K1 Voices. ISSUE 9 has 


NEW ROLAND D10 EDITOR 
functions enabled and Voice Databank software. Also 2 Banks of 64 Voices for the ROLAND 
KAWAI K4 EDITOR Demo and Samples for Replay 4 with editing software. 
- Our P#D_MIDI listing has been updated. - Send just £2 


D5. ISSUE 10 has a 
New 
‘on disk. 


for our latest list plus Matrix extracts 


The MUSK MATRIX costs £10 per issue OR any 4 issues for £35 
ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF VAT, P&P AND 1st CLASS MAIL DELIVERY 
Available only from The Music Matrix, 14 Main St, East Wemyss, Fife KY1 4RU 
Phone 0592 714887 - 24 HRS - OR PRESTEL mbx 21-9999-427 


2 | 0896 2993893 


Preprietor.B.Everiss, PO, Box 71. Kineton, Warwick, V35 OXA. 
Calls charged at 25p per minute cheap rate and 38p per minute at all other times 


ST MUSIC MATRIX 
MIDI DISK MAGAZINE FOR ATARI ST. 
TO AID THE ST MUSICIAN TO UNDERSTAND 
AND WORK WITH MIDI. 
TO AIM TOWARD NEW HORIZIONS FOR MIDI MUSICIANS 


Educational by design. Covering every aspect of the MIDI and MUSK data available for the ST 
computer. Each issue has files with Synth Editors, New Voices, News, Reviews, MIDI & MUSIC 

. (1&7). Along with these extensive files each issue 
YOU become the ARRANGER/PRODUCER of the music. E.g. Eroica 


es | THE ATARI ADVANTAGE = 


POPULAR PD SOFTWARE IN SPECIAL 


3-DISC PACKS 


27 compilation packs for ATAR! 
at least three discs full of popular, 
programs. 

* ST CLASSICS Breakanoid. 
Daleks, Fruity, Stone Deluxe. 
Adventure, 

* ARCADE ACTION Orions 


Megaroids, Invaders, Oids. 
* ST CHALLENGER Chess. 


* JUNIOR CHALLENGER 


Twixt, Cube Maze, Tunnel Vi 


KidPiano, MouseMess. 
* LA ST VEGAS Fruit Machi 
Pontoon, Slots, Roulett 
* FAMILY ENTERTAINM 
Quiz, Wheel of Fortune, Rev: 


5, Once A King. 


history entertaining. 
* ST-ARTIST featuring the m 
programs 


(Issue 5) 


With all 


|, PacMan, Space Invaders, 


Arkanoid, Bounce Out, Fuzzball. 
* SPACE BATTLES Acarian, 
Lunar Lander, Space Battle, Star Trek, Space Wars, 


Backgammon, Cribbage, Give Us A Break. 
Solitaire, MasterMind, Box The Dragon, Score 42 


* PRE-SCHOOL FUN PACK Barnyard 
Head, Sensoria, ABC, KidStory, KidSketch, KidGrid, 


Pickpocket,Triple Yahtze: 


Tennis, Pente, HiLo, Bog, Quizwiz, 
* ST ADVENTURES Hack, Darkness is Forever, System 


* EDUCATION AND FUN Junior Publisher, Graphics, 
Music, Number Maze, Go-Round (Maths), Geography. 
* HISTORY PACK Superb program which makes 


“| ST Basic Applications 


PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 
NEW < LOW COST ATARI-PACKS 


I colour ST's. Each contains 
tried and tested PD 


, DGDB, Colossal Cave 


Run, Floyd the Droid, 


Firestorm Star Ray, Killer, 


, Othello, Draughts, 


LaserChess, Pyramino, 


ision, Hanoi Towers. 
Mister Potato 


ne, BlackJack, Poker, 


Connect, 
ia 


ost popular Art/Drawing 


RAMARA 
HOUSE 
SOFTWARE 


‘ARI ST BOOKLIST 


10001 Things to do with your ST ..Tab 11.97 
3D Graphics Programming .....Abacus 17,95 
6800 Assembly Lang Prog... Mcgraw 18.95 
6800 Prog Guide (gem 
Advanced Program 

Apr 

Atari ST Explored (tech 
Basic Sourcebook & Tutorial 
Disk Drives Inside & Out. 

‘rom Basic to C Compute 15.95 
From ST Basic to C Abacus 13.95 
GFA Basic Advanced Prog+disk Glen 17.95 

Glentop 17.95 
juide...Glentop 13.45 
Gem Programmers ReferenceAbacus 15.95 
Graphic & Sound Programming... Tab 
Introduction To Midi Prog Abai 
Kid's & the ST (education) ...Comp 
Learning C Prog Graphics... Comp 
Logo Users Guide Abac 
More ST Applications Compute 
Presenting the ST rev ed....... Abacus 11.95 
Programming the 6800 Sybex 20.95 
Compute 15.95 
Abacus 14.20 


ide)..Kuma 8.50 
Atari 11.50 
Abacus 17.95 


ST Basic Training Guide 
ST Machine Language Abacus 16.10 
ST Machine Lang guide....... Compute 18.00 
ST Prog Guide (basic & logo)Compute 16.10 
ST for Beginners. Abacus 14.20 
Tech Reference Guide vol 1 ...Comput 18.95 
Tech Reference Guide vol 2...Comput 18.95 
Tech Reference Guide vol 3...Comput 21.95 
Trick & Tips on the ST Abacus 16.10 
Using ST Basic on the ST......Glentop 8.95 
Your First BASIC Bookmark 14.45 


JOYSTICKS 


Konix Navigater 
Quickshot 2 Turbo 
Star Probe Deluxe 
Competition Pro 5000 
Competition Pro Extra. 


FAX 0242 226 


3] 


more 
* UTILITIES 


essential utilities 


* HACKER'S TOOLBOX Sector Editors, Archiver, Virus 


Killer etc. 


* LEARN 
examples 


* OUR FAVOURITE WORD PROCESSOR The latest 
ST WP with Spell Checker, Font Editor, Mail Merge, 


Addressbook programs. 


* OUR FAVOURITE DATABASE Powerful but easy to 
use program plus Data Handler, Memo-res Database, 


Label Printer. 


* OUR FAVOURITE SPREADSHEET The definitive 
spreadsheet with graphing function plus ST-Sheet, Mem- 


alculator etc. 


re: 


* DESKTOP PACK Brim-full of Desk Utilities including 
WP, Calc, Alarm, Appointments, Ramdisc, Digital Clock. 


* KERMIT & FRIENDS The latest communications 


programs 


* CLIP ART PACK #1 Over 100 ready-to-use clip art pictures 
* CLIP ART PACK #2 Nearly 100 more top quality pictures. 
* THE DEMO PACK #1 The latest top quality 


demonstration programs. 


* THE DEMO PACK #2 Favourite demo programs 


including ST Tour. 


* THE MUSIC PACK Music sequencer, digital drumkit, 


M-composer. 


* PICTURE SHOW Cartoon fun, Animals, At the Movies 


and more. 
ONE PACK .... 
TWO PACKS 
THREE PACK: 
OVER THREE PACKS 


ATARI ST PROGRAMS 


Sage 207.95 
Sage 124.95 
Sage 82.95 


Accountant Plus. 
Accountant v3. 
Bookkeeper v3.2 
Cashbook Combo Digita 
Cyber Control 

Cyber Dev/Design Disks 
Cyber Paint 

Cyber Sculp. 

Cyber Studio 

Cyber Texture 

Data Manager Prof 
Degas Elite 

Devpac v2 
Dgbase-Digita 
Digicalc-Digita 

Easy Draw 2 

Easy Draw Supercharged 
First Mail (For First Word) 
First Word Plus New v3. 
Fun School 2 all ages. 
GFA Basic 3 Interpreter...... 
GFA Compiler v3 

GFA Draft Plus v3.13 
GFA Gem Utility. 

GFA Raytrace. 

Halekin Hisoft New 
Hisott Basic 

Hisoft C Interpreter. 
Hisoft Forth 

Hisoft Power Basic 
Home Accounts Digita, 
K-Data Kuma 
K-Resource 2 Kuma. 
K-Roget Thesaurus 
K-Spread 1 Kuma 
K-Spread 2 Kuma. 
K-Spread 3 Kuma. 
K-Spread 4 Kuma. 
K-Word 2 Kuma. 

Knife ST Hisoft 

Lattice C v5 Hisoft 
Logistix v2 

Mark Williams C 
Masterplan 

Mini Office Pro SS. 
NeoDesk 2 

Personal Pascal Hisoft 
Prodata - Arnor. 

Protext Office/Filer. 
Protext v4.2. 

Spectrum 512... 
Superbase Personal 2. 
Superbase Personal v1.2. 
System 3 - Digita. 
Tempus 2 Hisoft. 
Timeworks DTP 
Timeworks Tutor. 

Turbo ST Hisoft 

Twist Switcher Hisoft 
Werk Hisoft. 


ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INCLUSIVE FOR 24 HOUR EXPRESS COURIER PLEASE ADD £10.00 


PLEASE SEND CHEQUE 


P.O. MADE PAYABLE TO: 


RAMARA HOUSE SOFTWARE, 22 Grange Road, 
Staincliffe, Nr. Batley, West Yorkshire WF17 7AT 
Tel: 0924 473556 


| 


Visa/Access/Mastercard/Eurocard 
Hours Mon-Sat 9am to 9pm 


Cs] 


FOUR WAYS TO BUY:- 
PHONE 0242 224 340 with your 
Access or Visa no. 


POST your cheque or P.O to 

56 Bath Road, Cheltenham 
COLLECT from our showrooms 
* THE DOODLER Drawing, 


TOOLBOX The definitive collection of 


3 C Comprehensive Tutorial with plenty of 


755 


Animation, Fractals, and lots 


MUSIC ITEMS 


Microtime Internal clock 
Microtime External cloc! 
Twin joystick/mouse lead 
Mouse mat ST logo, 
Nakasha mouse .. 

Dust cover 520/1040 


++ SPECIAL OFFERS -- 


Timeworks DTP with Easy Draw 2 
£88.95 


ATARI ST MACHINES 


Atari 520 STE Power Pack 
Atari 520 STFM Discovery. 
Atari 1040 STE 

Atari Lynx Handheld 

Atari Portfolio Pocket PC 


MONITORS 


Atari SM 124 Mono... 
Philips CM8833 Colour 
Philips SM8801 Colour 
Monitor cable ST to scart 
Monitor stand 14° universal 


PRINTERS & ACC 


Star LC10 Colour 

Star LC10 Mono. 

Printer Stand 80 universal. 
Printer Cable Parallel, 
Printer Ribbon LC10 
Printer Ribbon LC10 colour 


DISK DRIVES 


Cumana 3.5 1 Meg CSA354. 
Power comp 3.5 1 meg. 


3.5 DISKS & BOXES 


Sony branded 2DD box (10) 
MMS branded & boxed (10) 
Sony bulk, unbranded Ea 
Disk box 10 Memorex 

Disk box 40 Memorex ... 
Disk box 80 Memorex 


RECREATION SOFTWARE 


Drakken 
Ultima V , 
Batman The Movie. 
Chase HO. 
Ghouls 'n’ Ghosts 
Hard Driving 
Operation Thunderbolt 
Stunt Car ; 
Future Wars... 
tron Lord 
Chaos Strikes Back 
F29 Retaliator. sees 1845 
Midwinter : 18,45 
ALL ITEMS ARE DESPATCHED THE 
‘SAME DAY THAT PAYMENT IS CLEARED 


89.95 
79.95 


14.95 


14.95 
18.45 
11845, 
18.45 
18.45 
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MUSIC hints and tips 


®) For all you budding musos playing bum notes and 
composing tuneless ditties, Jon Bates is on hand to tell 
you all the things the handbooks never explain 


MIDI helpfile 


EXCLUSIVE ADVICE 


Want to build a library of sounds for your synth, 
but can't afford the voice programmers or a uni- 
versal sounds programmer? Most sequencers 
can store what's called systems exclusive data, 
that's the data that controls the internal sound 
chip of the synth and turns it from a kazoo to a 
triangle to a tuba with the flick of a button. If 
you create your own sounds on the synth, and 
want to store them, here’s what you do... 

Set the sequencer to record and start it 
running. Don’t forget to disable any routines 
that filter out systems exclusive data. As soon 
as the sequencer’s recording, press the buttons 
that “dump” the sounds from the edit buffer of 
your synth - the manual tells you exactly which 
ones to press — and the sequencer records it 
as systems exclusive data. Stop recording 
and save it as a separate file under the name 
of the sound. 


SOUND SEARCH 


It's useful to put the program change numbers 
at the beginning of each track. A program 
change number is a small piece of data that 
tells the instrument to find a certain sound pro- 
grammed into it. You can nearly always record 
this sound in the same manner described for 
recording systems exclusive data. 

Set the sequencer to record and then 
change a few sound buttons on the instrument. 


feature, a bug, a password - 


EARN £500 IN TEN MINUTES! 


All you have to do to enter the great ST FORMAT “Night of 1,000 Tips” draw is 
to send in a MIDI tip, a game cheat, an infinite lives poke, an undocumented 
in short, anything at all you've found that helps 
you get more from your ST. And if you're stuck at a particular point in a game, 
or you find a problem with a piece of music software, that'll do as well. 

At the end of September, we shall be putting all your entries into a great big sack and pulling 
out the name of a lucky winner who receives a cheque for 500 big ones! So get going. You don’t 
have to use our special form, but it helps us no end. 

We shall be doing all this again, so don’t worry if you miss out on September's draw. 


The sound changes as you play the track back, 
indicated by the lights and central display on 
your instrument. The reason for recording this at 
the beginning of each track is that when you 
come back to the piece after a week or two you 
don't have to fiddle around trying to find the right 
sounds, the sequence file does it all for you. 


AMPLIFY YOURSELF 


If you expand your music system with a 
small single keyboard you might think 
about improving its sound quality. Equipped 
with small under-powered speakers that buzz 
miserably, they don’t do the sound chips any 
justice at all. If the same instrument is amplified 
through a half decent hi-fi system you'll be 
amazed at the difference. You can do this 
with some proprietary adaptor plugs and 
sockets — most keyboards have sockets for 
external amplification, failing that use the 
headphone socket with the volume on the 
instrument turned down. 


MORE THAN MEETS 
THE EYE 


Lots of single keyboards have more sounds on 
them than first appears. You may have only 20 
sounds available from the front panel of the 
instrument, but when encouraged by a program 
change number put in the sequencer there may 
well be more. The reason is that the main 


Address. 


Daytime ’phone 


Desktop |_| 


Graphics || Cover Disk Other |_| 


My tip is: Games |_| 


Brief description of tip 


114 ST FORMAT 


Please complete this form and send it, with your tip, to: Night of 1,000 Tips, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2AP. 


sound chip is also used in a larger model, but 
since panel space is restricted most users can 
only get some of the sounds. To check if yours 
can do this you need to look at the MIDI imple- 
mentation chart for the instrument. Find the 
section that refers to program change numbers 
and then compare the number of program 
changes it transmits to the number it can 
receive. If it says something like: 

Function Transmitted Recognised Remarks 

Il 

Prog | 0 0-201 0 0-301 

Change | || 

WI 

Il 
then the instrument probably has more sounds 
in it than it would first seem. “O” signifies “yes, 
this function is possible.” One small word of 
warning: some instruments recognise all pro- 
gram change numbers from 0 to 127, but still 
only have a limited number of sounds on board. 


KEY POWER 


The last word on single keyboards. Nearly all of 
them require an external power supply or a not 
inconsiderable investment in batteries. The 
power supply units and the requirements of the 
instruments differ from one manufacturer to 
another; for example there is no way that a 
Casio power supply will run a Yamaha because 
both the polarity (the + and —- signs) and 
connector sizes are different. 

Everything is OK if you have the power unit 
designed for your keyboard. The problems start 
with universal power transformers. You have to 
be very careful and check that you have the 
polarity the correct way round and that the 
voltage is set in accordance with what the 
keyboard demands. It’s a good idea to attach a 
tag to either the power unit or keyboard to 
remind you which way round the connectors are 
to go and what voltage is needed. Failure to do 
this can, at best, result in the instrument having 
a protracted sulk or at worst suffering a 
terminal illness caused by too much power 
stuffed into it the wrong way round. You have 
been warned! stf 


@ Next month we call in the rea/ experts, 
as the United Kingdom MIDI Association 
begins a series of regular pages to help 
you get the musical most out of your ST. 
So send your tips — and problems! — to 
MIDI helpfile, ST FORMAT, Beauford 
Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 
2AP. Act fast and you could even win £500 
in our astonishingly generous prize draw 
(see the form on the left for more details). 
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QUESTION 
OF SPORT 
ONLY £4.99 


FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 


A.M.C.... 
Addidas Gold Shoe... 


Barbarian 2 (Psygnosis, 


Chess Champion 2175 
Darius + .... 

Dynasty Wars. 
E-Motion. 


Escape From The Planet Of The Robot 
Monsters... - 
European Superleague 

Final Battle .. 


Kick Off Il . 

Last Ninja II. 
Leisuresuit Larry III 
Lords of the Rising Sun. 
Lost Patrol 


Saint Dragon 
Shadow of the Beast 
Shadow Warrior . 


S.T.U.N. Runner. 
Test Drive 2... 

Their Finest Hou! 
Theme Park Mystery 
Tower of Babel 
Turrican 

Tusker 

UMS II 

Windwalker .. 

Wings of Fury. 


ACCESSORIES 
40 Lockable Disc Box . 
80 Lockable Disc Box . 
Atari ST 520/1040 Dust Cover. 
Atari ST 4 Player Adaptor. 
Box 10 Sony Branded Discs . 
Box 10 Bulk Discs. 
Cheetah 125+ 
Contriver Mouse. 
Disc Cleaning Kit 
Mouse Mat 6mm 
Naksha Mouse... 
Navigator with Autofire 


Quickjoy Jetfighter 
Speedking with Autofir 


ART & SOUND 


Super Conductor. 
Master Sound 
Spectrum 512 

Pro Sound Designer 
Gold... 


Degas Elite ST Replay 4 


JUST IN 
DRAGONS LAIR 
ONLY £26.99 


Replay Professional 
Quantum paint Pro.. 


Player Manage 
Operation Thunderbolt. 
Castle Master . 


Pro Tennis 

Xenon || Megablas! 
Colorado... 

Ghouls 'N' Ghosts. 
Bomber . 


International 3D Tennis 
Double Dragon II .. 
Ferrari Formula One .. 
Batman the Movie. 
Damocles. 

Stunt Car Racer. 
Ivanhoe... 

Dragons Breath . 
Emlyn Hughes Soccer .. 


ACTION ST - ONLY £7.99 
Deflector, Northstar, Trailblazer, 3D Galax, 
Maser of the Universe 


MAGNUM 4 - ONLY £19.99 
Double Dragon, Batman Caped Crusaser, 
Operation Wolf, Afterburner 


COMPUTER HITS II - ONLY £8.99 
Tetris, Black Shadow, Golden Path, Joe Blade 


PRECIOUS METAL - ONLY £16.99 
Captain Blood, Xenon, Arkanoid Il, Crazy Cars 


SUPREME CHALLENGE FLIGHT COMMAND - ONLY £19.99. 
Eliminator, Skychase, Strike Force Harrier, 
Lancaster, Skyfox Il 


Afterburner. 
Airball Const. Kit 


Ballistix..... 
Blasteroids . 

Blood Money 
Boulderdash Cons' 
Brian Cloughs Football 
Catch 23 een. 
Centretold Squares. 
Chambers of Shaolin 
Conflict in Europe 
Crackdown...... 
Cybernoid 2 

Dark Castle. 


Eliminator... 
Fernandez Must : 
Football Manager Il + E 
Galaxy Force 
Galdregons D 

Hellfire Attac 
Hollywood Poker Pros... 
Hunt for Red October. 
Interphase 

Joan of Ar 

Laser Squad 


Lattice C Version 5 .. 
Devpac ST Version 
Hisoft Basic. 
Personal Pascal 
(Compiler)......... 
Hisoft C Interpreter .. 


Kick Off Xtra Time 
Lombard Rally .. 
Ghost 'n' Goblin: 
The Kristal ..... 
Paris Dakar Rally. 
Robocop 
Populous. 
Promised 

F-16 Falcon .. 
Falcon Mission Disc 
F-29 Retaliator. 
Dungeon Maste: 
Midwinter 


Space Ace... 
F-19 Stealth Fighter 
X-Out ... 


Jumping Jack Son 
Pipe Mania.. 
Conquero: 
Manchester United . 


TIME AND MAGIK - ONLY £9.99 
Lord of Time, Red Moon, 
The Price of Magik 


TRIAD 3 - ONLY £19.99 
Rocket Ranger, Speedball, Blood Money 


Legend of the Sword..... 
Manhunter in New York. 
Menace z 

Nebulus. 

North And South 

Outrun 

Paciand 

Pacmania . 

Rings of Zilfin 

Rotor. 

R-Type ee 
Seven Gates of Jambala 
Shadowgate.. 

Shutflepuck Cafe 

SKIdOO .coeesen 

Skulldiggery ....... 

Speedball... 

Spy Vs Spy i 

Spy Vs Spy It... 

Spy Vs Spy It... 

Starglider 2........ . 

Steve Davis Snooker... 
Sundog Frozen Legacy....... 
Super Hang On 

Tanglewood 

TIACKEL....s..se000 , 

Trivial Pursuits eeronnnssneaseoseusuccerneenesens 
Trivial Pursuits New Beginning .. 
TV Sports Football .....-...c-ce00 
Uninvited..... 


K-Spread 3. 
K-Graph 3... 
Hisoft Tempus 2. 


Algebra........ 


First Word Plus V.3 
Harlekin. 


Please note that not all forthcoming attractions are released at the scheduled time. 
These will be despatched within 24 hours of release, subject to availability. 


41 SOUTH STREET, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8NT TEL: 0525 377974 FAX: 0525 852278 


iComputer Rg BM occas = 
'Titles 


DATES scccstecssveves checececancasuccses = 


NAME: . 


ADDRESS. .............+ phates 


se OSt COM sashscbaceeses 


Fun School 2 (6-8) 
Fun School 2 (8+). 
Fun School 2 (under 6) .£12.99 
Pre School Kids. 


ROCKET RANGER 
AMAZING VALUE 
ONLY £6.99 


ST BASIC 
ONLY £6.99 


CLASSIC COLLECTION 
3D Pool... earner 38 
Airborne Ranger. 

Austerlitz ........-.. ween 
Balance of power 1990 (1 Meg)...... 
Bards Tale Vol 1....... i 
Battle Chess... 

Battletech a 

Battle Hawks 1942... 
Borodino........ 

Bridge Player 2150 . 
Captain Blood .. 

Colossus Chess X. 

Crazy Cars Il... — 
Daily Double Racing 

Deja Vu 2 .......sesee 
Deluxe Scrabble 

Dragons of Flame... 
Dungeon Master Editor... 
Elite...... Spinone i: 
F-16 Combat Pilot... 
Federation of Free Traders 
Flight Simulator 2...... 
Football Director 2. 

Future Wars . 
Games Summer Edition 
Gauntiet II 

Ghosibusters II. 

Gravity... — 

Heroes of the Lance 
Hillsfar..........000. 

Hound Of Shado\ e 
Indy Jones The Adventure 
Int. Rugby Simulator .. 

WOM LOT... 0-ceressorssrnees 

Jack Nicklaus Golf . 

Kid GIOVES........-.ssssseersesesees 
Kings Quest Triple Pack 
Kings Quest IV 

Leisuresuit Larry 
Leisuresuit Larry 2 

Lost Dutchmans Mine: 
Manhunter San Francisco. 
Maniac Mansion F 
Marble Madness......... 
Mavis Beacons Typing... 
Microprose Soccer... 

New Zealand Story 

Nitro Boost....... 

Oil Imperium.... 

Operation Wolf 

Omega... 

Outlaw 

Overlord .. 

Pirates 

Powerdrome.. 
Powerdrift....... 

R.V.F. Honda 

Red Lightning. 

Red Storm Rising.. 

Rick Dangerous ....... 
Scenery Disc 7, 9 or 11...... 
Scenery Disc Japan or Europe 
Hawaiian Scenery Disc 
Scapeghost..... 

Shinobi. : 

‘Silkworm 

Skidz..... 

Space Quest Ill 

Street Fighter 

Super Wonderboy 
Switchblade.. 

Tank Attack 

Times of Lore... 

Treasure Island Dizzy 
Ultima V..... a 

Ultima IV ....... 

War in Middle E 
WARCTO.wssessssesscssrasesessseienen 
Zak McKracken 


ST EDUCATION 


ain x First Paint 


12.99 

German Master (A+B) 
Spanish Tutor (A+B) 
Italian Tutor (A+B) 
Answer Back Junior 
Answer Back Senior 


Please make cheques 
& PO payable to 
Turbosoft 


Orders under £5 please 
add 50p per item. Over 
£5 p&p FREE in UK. 
Elsewhere please add 
£1.50 per item. 

N.B. Please state clearly 
mode of computer & 
also cassette or disc 
when ordering 
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QO New!- Astronomy Lab (1995), 
Oxford Chess (£9.55), Molgraph (£1295), 
Fontprint (£595), Users’ Guide to 1st 
Word (£6.95), Users’ Guide to Time- 
works DTP (£995). Write for details. 


Q The ST Club Newsletter - £8 for 12 issues or 
80p for a sample copy. Disk Mag Subscription - 
Newsletter subscription plus a disk full of PD 
software with every other issue - £22.50 


Q Public Domain Software - Our current 
catalogue details over 1,500 disks. Same day 
despatch on all orders and help available on using 
PD software, Free catalogue available. 


Q Fontkit Plus 2 - The ultimate font utility for the 
ST. Version 2 includes a host of new features - 
£14.95. Write/’phone for our information sheets on 
Fontkit Plus 2 and accompanying fonts disks. 


Q Key Master - The keystroke recorder - allows 
up to 26 sets of 100 characters to be re-typed 
automatically. Price, with printed manual, £6.95. 


QO Virus Killer - The lastest version of Richard 
Karsmakers excellent Virus Killer. Published by 
CRL at £9.95 - available from us at just £6.95! 


Q) Books, Budgie UK games, ST accessories, 
Laser Printing Service and commercial software - 
wide range available at discount prives. 


OQ) our tatest 40 page A4 catalogue and Club 
information pack is available free of cost - write or 
telephone for your copy. 


The ST Club - 49 Stoney Street - Nottingham 
NGI ILX - (0602) 410241 
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LIKE PLAYING GAMES BY MAIL? 
LIKE TO TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT? 
FED UP WITH 
DUNGEON & DRAGON TYPE GAMES? 


Well now there’s Battlezone.The totally different game. 


Battlezone is strategy/conflict wargame. 
Played over a battlefield of varying terrain. 
Across this you must send out your 
armies, tanks and cannons to attack 

and penetrate other players defences. 
Have you got the ability to direct troops 


and survive against overwhelming odds? 
Can you get the balance right of 
attack and defence? 
Now you have the chance to find out! 
Only the better tacticians survive in this game. 
So if you would like to play 
something different why not try Battlezone! 


oP 


Write now for details of our free trial offer. 
| I wish to be entered into a game of Battlezone. 


| Name: 
| Address: .... 


Send to: 

S.M.B. Games, 

P.O. Box 1809, 
SUTTON COLDFIELD, 


Post Code: West Midlands B75 SHE. 
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RIVERDENE PDL 
for the Atari ST 


63 Wintringham Way, Purley on Thames, 
Reading, Berkshire RG8 8BH. 
Telephone: (0734) 428492 Fax: (0734) 451239 


DEMO PACK 1. (3 DOUBLE SIDED DISKS). MINDBOMB, SO WATT!! & GENESYS II 
DEMO PACK 2. V8 MUSIC, NEW ORDER REMIX & THE POWER DEMO 
ART PACK. NEOCHROME, DIGISYNTH SLIDESHOW & PICSWITCH 
WORDPROCESSING PACK. ST WRITER ELITE, YOUR SECOND MANUAL & TYPING TUTOR 


GAMES PACK. TENNIS, ENGLAND TEAM MANAGER & WHEEL OF FORTUNE 
MUSIC PACK. ACCOMPANIST, MIDI SCOPE & SYNTH 50 
ST-E PACK. ST-E DEMO, ST-E BOOT UP & ST-E CONTROL PANEL 
_. All Packs only £5.50 each 
inclusive of 1st Class Postage & Packing 
Please state Atari ST when ordering 


FREE PD CATALOGUE ON DISK 
(please state Atari ST or Amiga) 
when you send a blank disk and SAE to RIVERDENE PDL 
ACCESS & VISA welcome 


IXIXXIXIIIILIXIIXAXIXIIXIIXIXIXIIIIXIXIIIX ILI IX IAI III XILIIIIXII ILI XIIALIXIIXIIIIIIIII) 
IF YOU WANT 
boy NAKED LADIES 
connote PRICES 
ELECTRONICS TRY ELSEWHERE, 
BUT IF YOU WANT 
Good prices, good service and a good product range covering all 
leading Midi/Music packages, education, art and graphics packages 
plus business packages please contact us. 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
DON'T THINK CHEAPEST IS ALWAYS BEST 
DON'T BUY GREY IMPORTS 
DON'T PAY UNTIL YOU'RE SURE 
DO REMEMBER THAT AFTER-SALES SERVICE IS WORTH 
IT'S WEIGHT IN GOLD 
REPAIRS: NO PROBLEM 
WE HAVE OUR OWN SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


SGM Electronics, 19 Charles Street, Wigan, Lancs WNI 2BP 
TEL: (0942) 321435 FAX: (0942) 821273 


Make CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS 
dwicornn PAYABLE To UNICORN SOFTWARE 
SOFTWARE ORDERS UNDER £15.00 app 75p P&P 


8 BIT AND 16 BIT HARD/SOFTWARE SPECIALISTS 


Just IN HAND HELD 


TEENAGE Mutant HERO TuRTLES ONLY £20.99 


CONSOLES 


Sega Mega Drive with FREE 
game ... ONLY £185.00 


PC Engine Supergraf - X 
ONLY £279.00 
Neo Geo now in stock the 


ultimate games console 
ONLY £430.00 


ATARI AND AMIGA GAMES 


Crackdown 
Chase HQ.. 
Dragons Lair 


HAND - HELD CONSOLES 


Nintendo Game Boy with FREE 
game ... ONLY £109.00 
Also available Atari Lynx 

ONLY £180.00 


Double Dragon 
Nemesis 3 


Unit 58, City Business Park, SOMERSET PLACE, 
Stoke, PiymouTH, Devon PL3 4BB 
= (0752) 606353 


MUSIC keyboards 


making it on _z 


the cheap 


The first Jive Bunny record was done in 
a bed-sit with a rented sampler — just 
think what you could with 


talent, too! Jon Bates 
goes shopping 


nvy 
is a horrid 
vice, and | suffer 


from it every time | read an 
interview with successful musicians 
who casually mention the amount of equipment 
they have. Envy turns to jealous rage when | 
encounter untalented so-called musicians who 
have just about every modern widget going: 
“Well, er like, | was kinda disappointed with the 
Synclavier, man, ‘cos it wouldn’t work with 
either of my Mega 4 STs so | tend to stick with 
Akai S1000 samplers for my main work...” Fine 
if you've got a couple of hundred thousand to 
spend, but this sort of dosh is beyond the 
means of most of us. 

Some very successful records are made 
with nothing more than low-cost equipment and 
a lot of nerve. So if you do have limited 
finances, what do you spend your money on? 

Last month’s ST FORMAT Cover Disk con- 
tained several PD music programs to help intro- 
duce you to the world of music on your ST. For 
a low cost entry into music, PD programs are 
hard to beat. They only cost the price of a disk 
so you can hardly go astray. As for the actual 
hardware, this takes a little more thought and 
financial planning. Now, as they say, read on... 


The best value for money is a second-hand 
single keyboard kitted out with MIDI. Their price 
has been tumbling dramatically from a lower 
limit of £350 a few years ago to about £150 
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now. 
There's _ lit- 
tle that can 


go wrong with 
them unless you 
count immersion in 
water and _ plugging 

directly into the national grid as justifiable con- 
sumer tests. 

A single keyboard is a self-accompanying 
unit that plays drums and adds automatic bass 
and chord patterns according to the notes you 
hit with your left hand while your right hand pro- 
duces a tune. They're multitimbral internally, so 
they can create several different sounds simul 
taneously. At the very least you should get an 
instrument capable of creating three sounds at 
the same time, including drums. At best you 


can have as 
many as 12 MIDI 
channels and the abil- 
ity to program and save 
your own sounds. 

Your first task is to sort the 
good from the bad and the ugly: here's a 
basic guide to the keyboards you're most 
likely to see advertised, marked out of ten. 


YAMAHA SHS-10 

A dinky little number that slings over your shoul- 
der. It was recently discounted from £150 to a 
mere £30 and flogged in the national tabloid 
press. Beware. The ads boasted MIDI features, 
but it only has MIDI out so you can't drive it from 
other equipment. Pay no more than £25. (2) 


YAMAHA SHS-200 

A larger version of the SHS-10 with similar prob- 
lems. Best avoided unless you already have 
tone modules or synths. Off-the-shoulder key- 


boards are only a real boon to the style con- > 


Atari's decision to put MIDI ports on the whole ST range as standard was a fabulous move. Other 
computer owners aré forced to shell out for MIDI interfaces, but ST owners can adopt smug 
grins because STs have the interface already there. 

The consequence is that no music software developer can afford to ignore the ST; the 


inclusion of MIDI ports steers professional musicians towards it and brings others in their wake. 

As a result there are more MIDI programs for the ST now than any other single computer. The 
most up-to-date software designs appear on the ST and because it isn't an expensive computer, 
the price of the software reflects what users are prepared to pay. Although there are expensive 
programs available, the majority of software is affordable despite being state-of-the-art. 
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scious who can -play 
music while ‘staring in 
the bedroom mirror. Pay no more 
than £25. (2) 


A real gem and worth a long search for. MIDI is 
excellently thought out and has 15 pages 
devoted to its enormous capabilities in the 
manual. It comes with 49 mini keys that are not 
touch-sensitive, but the sounds themselves are 
responsive to velocity via MIDI so you could 
alter this in the sequencer after recording. You 
can play up to twelve notes at any one time 
and, wait for it, can select up to twelve 
MIDI channels and have a separate voice 
for each channel which makes many far 
more expensive tone modules look pretty 
silly. There are 100 sounds on board and a 
full complement of drums, drum patterns and 
playing styles, plus sequencers all 
coming out in glorious stereo. 

If this isn’t enough, you can also 
create your own sounds from the 
front panel and, thanks to it’s advanced 
MIDI capabilities, you can dump your 
customised sounds and sequences to an ST 
MIDI sequencer — although to do this you would 
need to understand a little about dumping 
sound via MIDI (see hints and tips section, page 
128). You could pay less than £100 for it 
second-hand and at this price it’s definitely a 
winner! (10) 


The big brother of the PSS 480 with extra 
percussion, extra keys and a handy pitch 
bender. It has MIDI in, out and thru and is worth 
paying at least £120 for. (10) 


At its new price of £165, it was the cheapest 
keyboard to have MIDI . Thanks to MIDI ports it 
can have three polyphonic MIDI sections includ- 
ing the drums. There are 49 sampled drum 
sounds and 30 other sounds to play with - the 
front panel only says there are 20 sounds but 
the MIDI specs are better! It has 49 mini keys 
plus a builtin sequencer and should cost about 
£50 to £70. Not touch-sensitive. (8) 


The CT 460 in a different coloured case: same 
comments apply. Many Hohner products now 
are re-cycled Casio keyboards, up to and 
including the top of the range FZ1 sampler. (7) 


Rather similar to the Hohner PSK 10 with 49 
mini keys and 20 sounds. The MIDI implementa- 
tion is limited but adequate. It’s worth bearing in 
mind that all Casio keyboards output their inter- 
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nal patterns via 
MIDI: all those jolly 
drum patterns, bass lines 
and chords can be recorded by 
your ST and used in your own compositions. 
Although | don’t see the waltz pattern as being 
high on your list of priorities some of the other 
rhythms are well worth nicking! It cost £179 
orginally, but you should pick it up for around 
£80 second-hand. (7) 


This model has better sounds than the Casio 
MT 600, four fixed MIDI channels and 20 
sounds on board — 30 via MIDI. The sounds are 
a little dull, however, and not touch sensitive. 


WHERE TO FIND 
THOSE BARGAINS 


The best place to look for second-hand key- 
boards is in your local paper. The owner is 
likely to live close enough for you to check 
out the equipment and talk to him or her 


about its performance. 

There are plenty of publications that 
have useful classified ads, including Sound 
on Sound, Keyboard Player and Home Key- 
board Review. Bookrose, the publishers of 
Keyboard Review, also produce a yearly 
keyboard guide called Every Single Key- 
board = 071 609 5781. 


However it does have a 
copious bank of sound 
effects like running water, birds, 
car horns, robots, insects and so 
on, should that be your fetish. Its original 
price was just under £200, but pay no more 
than £80 second-hand. (7) 


Pretty similar to the MT450 with four MIDI 
channels, but with full size keys. The same 
applies: pay no more than about £80. There is 
a modular version known as the CSM-1. (7) 


Sounds are not too bad, but an oversight on the 
MIDI specs relegate this to the reserve list 
because it only works on one MIDI channel. For 
some reason it has an RS232 port which is 
utterly useless because no music software uses 
the RS232 port on the ST. Its only redeeming 
feature is that it has 61 full size keys. It cost 
nearly £200 but don’t pay more than about £50 
nowadays. (4) 


Above this range there are a few single key- 
boards worth shopping for: the Yamaha DSR 
range, the Kawai WK and PH range and the 
Casio CZ230S, the synth that thinks it is a sin- 
gle keyboard. These cost up to £150 second- 
hand but are all worth it. 


These keyboards offer a very adequate 
starting point for making music with the ST and 
definitely work out cheaper than buying a suc- 
cession of tone modules, synths and drum 
machines. The beauty of MIDI is that you can 
expand your system without condemning any 
part of it to the obsolete bin. The single 
keyboard can form the main part of your music 
setup and you can add to it with other 
synths and tone modules as and when your 
budget allows. stf 
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SOVEREIGN SOFTWARE 


93 COTSWOLD AVE aa. THE KIOSKS 
DUSTON ye38 ’ GREYFRIARS BUS STATION 
NORTHAMPTON Gs LADY'S LANE 
NN5 6DP ai NORTHAMPTON 
1 = 74 


ORDER BY TELEPHONE: 0604 756951 - 7am - 7pm 7 days a week 
MAGNUM 4 FLIGHT COMMAND SMASH HIT TRIAD VOL III LIGHT FORCE 


Batman Crusader, | Eliminator, Sky APB Heavy Metal Pipe Mania Bloodmoney, Voyager, 


Adidas Golden Shoe Hound Of Shadow Populous 
Afterourner, Fox Il, Lancaster, tron Lord, hainbow tancs Speedball R-Type, 


Double Dragon, Sky Chase, Strike Intemational 3D Tennis Run The Gauntlet Rocket Bio Challenge, 
Operation Wolf Force Harrier r| Jack Niklaus Golf Ranger 


£16.95 £16.95 Battle Chess Kick Off I in Ch - E £19.95 


Beach Volley Last Ninja I 
Lost Patrol 
Liverpoo! 
WORLD CUP PRECIOUS METAL an Lombard PAG tay PREMIER 


Manchester United 
Kick Off, Crazy Cars, s Maniac Mansion . heme Park Myst COLLECTION Hostages, 
Int. Soccer, Arkanoid, r Ninja Spirit T tr 3 Nebulus, Exolon, Kult, 

Double Dragon i Onslaught h | 3 f 
Tracksuit Captain Blood, Dragon Nin Pinball Magic “4 Netherworld, Purple Saturn 
Manager Xenon Elite. 4 Zynaps Day 
£15.95 £14.95, F19 Stealth Fighter t £ £17.95 £16.95 

F6 falcon win £100 wortTH OF a 

Yr 
apd Wald SOFTWARE 


TOP 30 MOVERS flewscucsi Free entry with every order ” TOP 30 MOVERS 


: : ‘ ; Zak Mckracken £1 
Balance Of Power 1990 £16.95 Bes orvin Winner published in Zork Zero 1 Nannod BisD 


Cabal £13.95 September issue Midwinter .......0.0005 £19.95 
Chaos Strikes Back £16.95 ee ek Closing date 24th July ALL GAMES SUBJECT Ninja Warrior sessnene£13.95 


Conqueror nn£15.95 SOVEREIGN SOFTWARE TO AVAILABILITY Operation Thunderbolt ...£13.95 


Cyoer-Ball r £13.95 Player Manager £13.95 
Double Dragon II £13.95 COMPELLING BUYS 


an Pro Tennis Tour £15.95 
Action Service Galaxy Force G 
Drakken £20.00 [i Archipelagos G'nius. £ uufflepuck Cafe e: Sherman M4 rf £14.95 
Kick Off % 
Dungeon Master... £16.95 — Kick Off Exava Time Soldier 2000 3 Space Ace.. £26.95 
F16 Falcon. ssvessersen£14.95 fl Batman The Movie laser Squad Spy v Spy Space Quest Ill £19.95 
Bio Challenge Menace Star Blaze 0 
FQ9 Retaliator... £16.95 Blasteroids New Zealand Story Star Glider Il Z T.V. Sports Basketball 15.95 
Fighter Bomber £20.95 [i Bloodmoney Operation Neptune Star Ray : Their Finest Hour £20.95 
Ghouls 'n' Ghosts. £14.95 [Ig 80ulderdiash Const Kit ing Shot Stir Crazy (featuring BoB0) UMS. II £16.95 
‘Daa Cosmic Pirate ‘On The Moon 
Indy Jones Graphic.......::.+0£15.95 fi Dragon Spirit Ultimate Golf. £14.95 


Italy 1990 oven £16.95 fi Elmina Boe reer an petenc ae 


B.WareE SOFTWARE SupeR CARD INDEX 
"For several years B.Bytes have been producing educational £24.95 inc VAT 


software for the ST. Their output is colourful, interesting and, at 
£14.95 each, exceptionally good value." - ST Format May 1990 "An Excellent Program. 


It's very easy to use, fast in 
B.SPELL £14.95 = ae c_/ operation, surprisingly 
Ages 5-8, phonetic spelling tutor with 26 pictures. 


"First Class" - Atari User, "9.10" - Monitor Mag. | flexib le, and it behaved 


PLAYSPELL £14.95 y b. perfectly during the review 


Age 7+, Multi! level Arcade Action Spelling Tutor period. It's just the sort of 
that puts the fun back into learning. 
"| cannot recommend PlaySpell enough" - P Le gram yo u need for 
Barrie Capel - GFA User. quickly setting up all those 
little catalogue files you 
MatHs £14.95 ae naa 
Ages 5-8, 7 Mathematical games with sampled always promised you ° 
speech, animated teacher and abacus. on your computer, but never 
"Easily the Best of the Bunch" - ; 
ST Format April 1990 got round to. It's one of 
Al LAB those indispensable 
SO AVAI LE ‘useful’ programs that 
B.Spell Contruction Set £9.95 or £5.00 with BSbell prog 
PlaySpell data discs Birds and Animals £9.95 each. i 1 
Penguin NEW LOW PRICE £14.95, Billy Bounce £4.95, should be in eweryones 
Jump Jack £4.95, B.Base 2 v1.56 £14.95, Super Card collection, and offers 
V1.2 £24.95. 
B.Ware Demo Disc includes B.Spell, PlaySpell, e great value for money. 
B.Base Il and Super Card for only £3.00 eau 
Full refund on return of Demo Disc with first order. Buy it. 
All prices include VAT and P+P. Cheques payable to B.Bytes Computer Systems. Review Conclusion - New Atari User - Issue 44 
Access, Visa and American Express Accepted 
B.WARE SOFTWARE Super Card Demo Disc only £3.00 - 
clo B.ByTes COMPUTER SYSTEMS Refundable against subsequent purchase. 
19 SOUTHFIELD ROAD, HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE. LE10 1UA 
er Card 2, When Completed 
Tet (0455) 613377 9-5 Mon-Sat BREE Upgrade te:Sup " p 
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Pa 
VISA 


es 
SOFTWARE HOTLINE 081-9039511 


be ce £13.95 
Airborne Ranger . 
Alien Syndrome 


Indiana Jones Action.......... 
Italia 1990. 
Italy 1990 
Ivanhoe are z 
Journey To Centre..........+ 
Kenny Dalglish Soccer Game . 
Kennedy Approach 
Kickoff Ex/Time. 
Krypton Egg .......- 
Licence To Kill, 
Light Force... 
Manhunter 2 ..... 
Micropro Soccer. 
Midwinter 
Millenium 2 iota 
Motorbike Madness 
Murder In Venice 
Mystery Of Mum 
New Zealand Story 


cesses B17.A9 


‘) s Operation Neptune .. 
Fish : a Overlord oe . 
Football Manager 2 Exp Pacmania RidensbesegieanmeeeaeD 


£14.95 
£13.99 
£17.99 
£13.99 
£13.99 
£13.99 
£14.95 
£17.49 
£13.99 
+06B13,99 
1513.99 


Football Manager World Cup Paperboy mn 
Personal Knightmare ..... 
Phobia 

President Is Missing 
Quadralien 

R-Type 
Rainbow Islands 
Rainbow Warrior 
Rambo 3... 
Real Ghostbusters 
Resolution 101 
Rock Star Ate My Hamster 


LOWEST PRICES IN UK? qm 4= FREE BLANK DISKS 


VISA 
FIRST CLASS POST mmm 24 HOUR DISPATCH 
ATARI ST RRP OUR ATARI ST RRP OUR ATARI ST RRP OUR 
Accolade Favourites. 29.99 ..19.75 Hammerfist 24.99..16.10 Sly Spy 19.99..13.10 
Anarchy 19.99..13.10 Hard Drivin’. 19.99 ..13.10 Sonic Boom 24.99 ..16.10 
Astro Marine Corps 19.95..13.10 Heavy Metal, 19.99..13.10 Spell Book 19.95 ..13.10 
Batman - The Movie 19.99..13.10 Herewith the Clues 9495.16.10. Star Blade 24.99.1610 
Battle Master, 24.99..16.10 Hero's Quest 34.99 22.95 Star Flight 24.99 ..16.10 
Blade Warrior 94.99..16.10 Impenum 2499.16.10 Super Cars 19.99.1310 
Breach 2. 24.99 ..16.10 Infestation 24.95..16.10 Supreme Chall, Flight 29.99 ..19.75, 
BSS, Jane Seymour 94.99..16.10. Internat 30 Tennis 94.99.1610 The Lost Patrol 94.99.1610 
Cartoon Capers 19.99 13.10 Italy 190 94.99.1610 Theme Park Mystery 94.99.1610 
Castle Master 19.99 ..13.10 Ivanhoe. 19.99 ..13,10 Thunderstrike 24.99 ..16.10 
Chase HQ. 19.99 ..13.10 Kick Off 2. 19.99 ..13.10 Tie Break 24.99..16.10 
Cloud Kingdoms. 24.99..16.10 Klax 19.99 ..13.10 Time Soldier 19.99 ...13.10 
Colorado 24.99 ..16.10 Magnum 4. 29.99..19.75 Tower Of Babel 24.99 ..16.10 
Combo Racer 94.99..16.10 Manchester United 19.95..13.10 Toyottes 39.99..13.10 
Conqueror 94.99 ..16.10 Matrix Marauders. 19.99..13.10 Treasure Trap 24.99 ..16.10 
Crack Down, 24.99..16.10 Midwinter, 29.99 ..19.35 Triad vol 3. 29.99 19.75 
Cyoerball 19.99 ..13.10 Ninja Spint 24.99..16.10 Ultimate Golf 24.99 ..16.10 
Damocies, 24.99 ..16.10 Pipe Mania. 24.99..16.10 Venus - The Flytrap 19.99 13.10 
Defenders Of Earth. 19.99 ..13.10 Player Manager 19.95..13.10 Warhead 24.99 ..16.10 
Dragons Breath 99.99.19.35. Power Up 19.99..13.10 Wipe Out 19.99..13.10 
Dynasty Wars 19.99..13.10 Projectyle. 24.99.1610 World Boxing Manager.....19.99..13.10 
Escape Robot Monsters ...19.99..13.10 Prophecy 1 - Viking 24.99 .16.10 World Cup Compilation .....24.99..16.50 
F19 Stealth Fighter 99.99.1935. Rainbow Islands 19.99.1310 World Cup Italia 90. 19.99..13.10 
F29 Retaliator 24.99..16.10 Resolution 101 24.99 ..16.10 
Fire & Brimstone 94.99..16.10. Rotox 1999.1310| 3.5" DSDS DISKS 
Flimbo's Quest 94.99.16.10 SEUCK 99.99.19.75 
Flood 24.99 ..16.10 Shadow Warriors 19.99 ..13.10 Quality unbranded 
F. Man World Cup Ed 19.99..13.10 Sherman M4 19.99..13.10 £4.95 boxed in 10's 
Ghosts 'n’ Gobiins 19.99..13.10 Sim City. 29.99.1935 | Guaranteed with labels 
Gravity... a 8499, 1610_ Simp 19.99 .13:10 L 
FREE QUALITY BLANK DISK WITH EVERY TITLE ORDERED 
Customer No. (if KNOWN)......::cesceseseeteseeneeteneseeens Payment: Cheque/PO/Access/Visa 


Card No 
ITEM 


= 
L 


+ FREE DISKS 
TOTAL 
Send Cheques/PO payable to 'Best Byte’ or phone Credit Card Hotline 0273 746467 
Mail order only. Prices include ‘st class Post & VAT. Overseas orders add £5 per item. 


BEST BYTE (STF13), 48 Nevill Avenue, Hove BN3 7NA 
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WAXRIDE LTDES 


vx THESE PRICES ARE 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 


FAX HOTLINE 081-9000235 


RVF Honda... 


Sir Fred in.sissi0s A 
Silent Service 
Silkworm... 
Skweek 
Skyfox a z 
Sleeping Gods..... 
Soldger Light Budget 
Space Hanrier............ 
Space Ball. 

Story So Far 3...... 
Super Scramble 
Thunderblade......... 
Times Of Lore 

Tom & Jerry e 
Total Eclipse. ead 
Turrican . wee 
Typhoon Thompson 
Ultima IV ..... 
UMS Disk I 
UMS Disk II 
UMS .......5 
Vigilante . 
Virus Killer 
Voyager 
Vulcan....... 
Wanderer 3D... 
War Middle Earth 
Warlock Budget.. 
Weird Dreams.. 


World Class Leaderboar 
World Cup Italia '90.... 


X Out 
Xenon II 


WE ALSO STOCK SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE FOR THE - AMIGA, IBM, PC , SEGA, C64, SPECTRUM, AMSTRAD, BBC, ELECTRON. 


Special Offer This Month OVER 500 TITLES Available 


£17.49 2 FREE BLANK DISKS ARE GIVEN 


WHEN 2 GAMES OR MORE ARE 
B PURCHASED 
£13.99 THERE ARE MANY MORE GAMES IN 
£19.99 STOCK THAT ARE NOT LISTED. 
£17.49 PLEASE PHONE AND ENQUIRE. 


888 [PRINTERS 


Star LC-10 
Star LC-10 Colour 
Stor LC 24/10......006 
Panasonic KXP112Y 
Panasonic KXP1180... 


ATARI 
HARDWARE 


520 STE Power Pack....... £362.99 
520 STFM Discovery Pack £273.99 


.£159.00 
£213.00 
.£247.00 
£247.00 
.£178.00 


1040 STE 

Prof Pack ... £449.99 
Superpack £449.99 
Midi POCK .....csssssssensseseen £449.99 


MEGA 


$1495 PLEASE 
£13.99 CALL 


£17.49 


0898s 338 933 


T.M.E Plc 10b Hulme Hall Road. Manchester M15 4LY 


alls charged at 25p mi 


AXMDINs 
ADVENTURE o> 
i \ 
HELPLINE & 
Do you play computer adventures? Have you ever 6BE/ 


been faced with a seemingly impossible situation? 
WE CAN HELP 


Our adventure rescue team work 7 days a week until 
midnight and will be pleased to answer your queries. 
We offer help with any games or any computer - so if 

you are tearing your hair out 


ring this number NOW! 


"cheap" rate/38p at all other times 


CoMPUTACHAT 


wide 


CrEcs 


Are you a computer games player, programmer musician or artist? 


Would you like to talk to others like you to swap hints, 
tips, pokes or even software (must be originals or PD). 


Are you interested in forming a group to buy blank disks or 


cassettes in bulk or would you just like to chat in general about 


computer orientated acuivitics. 
RING COMPUTACHAT ON 
EXPERTS ON HAND TO ANSWER ADVENTURE QUERIES 
TME PLC. Box 54. South West Manchester M15 


Calls charged at 25p/min “cheap” rate 


38p at all other times 


any readers found recent tutorials 
M too difficult to follow. So continuing 

our humanitarian educational policy 
we retrace our steps and cover some basic 
constructs. The example programs are short 
and simple and illustrate the fundamentals of 
ST programming. You'll find the source code, 
executable programs and compilation instruc- 
tions on this month’s Cover Disk. 


@ A switch and case construct is the familiar 
multiple choice test. For example, RESTEST.C 
is a program to test for low, medium or high 
resolution. The switch statement’s integer 
expression (in this case the value returned by 
the Getrez function) is evaluated once, checked 
against the integer constants in the case state- 
ments and then the processor jumps to the 
matching case statement. The default state- 
ment is obeyed when none of the case state- 
ments apply. Switch/case programming is a bit 
like assembler: the case statements are just 
labels; unless you end each case condition with 
a break statement, execution just “falls 
through” into the next case condition. Let’s look 
at the RESTEST.C program: 


#include <osbind.h> 
#include <stdio.h> 


main () 
{ 
switch (Getrez()) { 


case 0: 
printf (“Low resolution\n”) ; 
break; 


case 1: 
printf (“Medium 
resolution\n”) ; 
break; 


case 2: 
printf (“High resolution\n”) ; 
break; 


default: 
printf (“What? Not low, 
medium nor high 
resolution! \n”) ; 


} 


getchar () ; 
} 
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PROGRAMMING C 


ya 


program 


Inc #7 


Warwick Grigg explains basic C statements, 
illustrated with programs on the Cover Disk 


@ “Break” is a useful statement for people who 
don’t want to use a goto to “break out” of a 
loop. See how it's used in the program 
GETINT.C. 


#include <stdio.h> 


main() /*reads digit string and 
returns value of it */ 
{ 
int c, result, signed; 
signed = 0; 
result = 0; 


c¢ = getchar(); 


while (c=’-’) {/* process 
leading minus signs */ 
signed = ! signed; 

c = getchar() ; 


while (c != EOF) { 
if (c<’0’ || c>’9’) 
break; 
result = result*10 + c — 
c¢ = getchar() 


0’; 


} 

if (signed) 

exit (-result) ; 

exit (result) ; 

} 

@ The “continue” statement is used to force 
restart of the next iteration of a loop at the 
point just before the .condition test. The state- 
ment is very rarely used. 

@ Most C programmers never use the “goto” 
statement, not through lip service to dogmatic 


structured programming rules, but because the 
break statement is so useful. Anyway this is 
how you use goto : 


while (a=b) { 

do { 

abe () ; 
if (fatal_error) 
goto errlab; 

} 

} 

def () ; 

exit (0) ; 


errlab: 
cleanup () ; 
exit (1); 


@ The “for” statement is just convenient short- 
hand. The following code: 


for (i=0; i<10; i++) 
printf (“%d\n”, i); 


is equivalent to: 
i=0; 
while (i<10) { 
{ 
printf (“%d\n”, i); 


it; 
A word of warning: if you accidentally append a 
semi-colon to the “for” statement it won't show 


up as a compilation error and you'll find it 
difficult to spot the error. 
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PROGRAMMING C 


> @ The normal “while” loop has a test at the 


beginning, but sometimes it’s useful to place 
the test after the first iteration of the loop. 
That’s when you use a “do” statement: 


do { 

pr_item(); /* this statement 
executed at least once */ 

} while (!lastitem) ; 


@ The program name, together with the com- 
mand line parameters that you enter from the 
Desktop for a .TTP program are available to the 
main function through an array of pointers. The 
first function parameter, argc, specifies the 
number of arguments and the second, argv, is 
the array of pointers. Each pointer points to 
one of the arguments. The first argument is the 
program name and the remaining arguments 
are the program's parameters. The program 
PRINTPS.C prints its command line arguments, 
so let's look at that example: 


#include <stdio.h> 


main(arge, argv) 

int argc; 

char *argv[]; 

{ 
printf (“There are %d 
arguments\n”, argc) ; 


for (i=0; i<argc; it+) { 
printf (‘Argument %d 
is %s\n”, i, argv[i]); 


} 


getchar () ; 
} 


Although sizeof is not a “real” function, it behaves 
like one; returning the size (in bytes) of its param- 
eter. Sophisticated programs sometimes allocate 
memory dynamically, depending upon run time 
conditions, using the malloc function call. 
Because you must pass the number of bytes you 
need to malloc, you must determine the size of 
the data structure you want. Calculating this man- 
ually leads to problems if you try to port your pro- 
gram to a different machine, and you would have 
to recalculate it if you were to change your data 
structure. The sizeof function tells you how many 
bytes are used by a variable or a data type. The 
most common use of sizeof is : 


P = malloc(sizeof (*p) ) ; 


SOZOBON C 


ST FORMAT is offering a_ special 
compilation of this powerful PD version of 
C. The package consists of two double- 
sided disks containing PD Sozobon C 
compiler (conforming to Kernighan and 
an accepted 
standard); GEM bindings; library 
functions; Gulam shell; and RAM disk. 
The first disk is ready to use 
straightaway. The second contains the 
documentation and compiler source 
code. See the special offer on page 126. 


Ritchie specification, 
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If you want to find the sizes of your compiler’s 
primitive data types try the program SIZES.C. 


#include <stdio.h> 


main () 
{ 
printf (“\n”) ; 
printf (“Type Size in 
bytes\n”) ; 
printf (* ——\n"); 
printf (“char %d\n”, 
sizeof (char) ); 
printf (“unsigned char %d\n”, 
sizeof (unsigned: char) ); 
printf (“short %d\n”, 
sizeof (short) ) ; 
printf (“unsigned short %d\n”, 
sizeof (unsigned short) ) ; 
printf (“int %d\n”, 
sizeof (int) ); 
printf (“unsigned int %d\n”, 
sizeof (unsigned int) ); 
printf (“long %d\n”, 
sizeof (long) ) ; 
printf (“unsigned long %d\n”, 
sizeof (unsigned long) ); 
printf (“float %d\n”, 
sizeof (float) ) ; 
printf (“double %d\n”, 
sizeof (double) ) ; 
printf (“char * %d\n”, 
sizeof (char *)); 


return 0; 


} 


Preprocessor directives are processed by the 
first pass of the compiler before any real com- 
pilation into executable code. Indeed for the 
UNIX C compiler the preprocessor is a separate 
program and can be used for other languages, 
not just C. 

Preprocessor directives are always easily 
recognisable because the first character in the 
line is a #. 


#include “filename” or #include 
<filename> 


This includes the named file into the program 
and the resulting code is passed to the com- 
piler. The first form looks for the file in the cur- 
rent folder to begin with, whereas the second 
only looks in the folders specified in the LIB 
environment variable. 


#define symbol new-symbol 


This causes all subsequent occurrences of sym- 
bol to be translated to new-symbol. As C has no 
means of specifying an identifier to represent a 
constant this construct is used instead. For 
example, the following definitions are useful for 
selecting the mouse pointer shape using the 
graf_mouse function call: 


#define ARROW ie) 
#define BEE 2 
i#tdefine TEXT_CRSR 
#define HOURGLASS 
#define POINT_HAND 
#define FLAT_HAND 
#define THIN_CROSS 
#define THICK_CROSS 
#define OUTLN_CROSS 
#tdefine USER_DEF 
#tdefine M_OFF 
#define M_ON 


NnUBWNHEHE 


255 
256 
257 


These definitions are declared for you in an 
include file named GEMFAST.H. So at the begin- 
ning of the program you write: 


#include <gemfast .h> 


and at the point where you want to change the 
mouse shape to a pointing hand: 


graf_mouse (POINT_HAND) ; 


#define symbol (parameter1, 
parameter2, . ) expansion 


This type of macro definition is best illustrated 
by an example: 


#define cube (x) ( (x) * (x) * (x) ) 


The cube macro is a bit like a function call, but 
because the source code is translated by a pre- 
processor, the code is compiled in line (ie. with- 
out a jump to subroutine). Macros result in 
faster code, but larger programs. Also note 
that there is an x placed in brackets: otherwise 
cube(1+2) would be be calculated as (1 + 2*1 
+ 2°1+2*1+ 2)! stf 


@ On next month’s Cover Disk you'll 
find updates for the Sozobon C compiler. 
We'll also be solving some of the 
trickier problems, such as creating desk 
accessories. 


EE 
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INC: 512K RAM, Internal Power Supply, built in Mo 
Disc Drive, built in T.V. Modulator, Mouse, Joystick 
20 BEST SELLING SOFTWARE TITLES SUCH AS: Outrun, Xenon, Predator and 
much more. Plus ST Basic Music Maker, Organiser (inc Database/Spreadsheet: 


(As seen on T.V.) 
(inc 12 months on site maintenance contract) 


. « b 
“N 
& 
INC: 512K RAM, 1Mb Disc Drive, Mouse, T.V. Modulator, Workbench 
software, Basic Language Disc, F29 Retaliator, Rainbow Islands, 
Escape From The Planet Of The Robot Monsters 
PRICES FROM 
ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE V.A.T. 


£599 inc VAT 
PC 10 SD MONO 


£399 inc VAT 
+ FREE 
INTERFACE 
MEGAPACK 1 or 2 
(worth over £100) 


i Vv, INC: 512K RAM, Internal Power Supply, ouilt in 1Mb Disc Drive, 
ate re rad built in T.V. Modulator, Mouse PLUS First Basic, Neo Chrome 
INTERFACE Art Package, S.T.O.S. ST Tour, Carrier Command, Outrun, 
MEGAPACK 1 or 2 Space Harrier Bombjack 


(worth over £100) 


512K RAM 
1 Mo Disc Drive Deluxe Paint II 
Mouse, T.V. Modulator Batman The Movie 


Workbench software I G A New Zealand Story 
Basic Language Disc Interceptor 


OF THe 
AMIGA 
u~ « 

INC: Midi Interface + Software, Word 
Processor, DTP Program Superbase, Spreadsheet, 


Amiga Logo, BBC Emulator, Deluxe Paint I! 
+ FREE INTERFACE, MEGAPACK 1 or 2 (worth over £100: 


£299 inc VAT 
+ FREE 
INTERFACE 
MEGAPACK 1 or 2 
(worth over £100) 


£399 inc VAT 
+ FREE 
INTERFACE 
MEGAPACK 1 or 2 
(worth over £100) 


CONTAINS: 
CONTAINS: 
MEGA oes. MEGA 5 BlonkDses BUY 1 GET 1 FREE! 


Disc Storage Box 


Disc Storage Box ’ : 
PACK Dust Cover PACK Leaner For a limited period only, when you buy any ST/Amiga/PC game, 
1 5 Mystery Games 2 ae ees at the normal price, we will supply a mystery game absolutely FREE! 
PRINTERS MONITORS: TO ORDER: 
tar Philips 8833... 949 
110... : 369 Commodore 1084 nn. 949 By Phone:- Catt Our SALES TEAM Now! ON 
LE1O CO vssasacsneene tari 
i areas 061 - 431 - 4091 
We also sell an extensive range of peripherals inc:- Write To:- INTERFACE SOFTWARE, PO Box 1 00, 
Books, Cables, Joysticks - Send for free catalogue. Action Soft..... STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE SK4 Q9DP 
; ro >>> SS SS 
DELIVERY - FREE Postal Delivery, Courier Service Available (add £5) Cut Out ANb Post To Asove Apress For FREE CATALOGUE 
WARRANTY - Full 12 month warranty on all hardware. 1 NAME 1 
(All equipment tested prior to despatch) ADDRESS 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT - Any problems, phone 061 431 4091 I POSTCODE i 
Al offers subject to availabilty. interface reserves the right to change, or withdrew any offer without prior notice. | JL TEL : ST 13/90 
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FULLY QUALIFIED ENGINEERS ON 
SITE TO UNDERTAKE REPAIRS OF, 


COMPUTERS, DISC-DRIVES, 
PRINTERS AND MONITORS. 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED FOR 


3 MONTHS. FREE ESTIMATES. 
Tel: MARK OR MARTIN (0527 85) 3374 


BUSINESS HOURS Mon-Sat 9am to 8pm 


AMPOWER 


COMPUTER REPAIRS 


15a ALCESTER ROAD, STUDLEY, WARKS B80 7AG 


Ve USE YOUR VOICE 
7 TO OUTDRAW 
THE GUNFIGATER 


CASH PRIZES 


313597 


INFODIAL POBox 36 LS] 4TN Call charges 25p Per Min Cheap 38p Per Min All Other Times 


Who is Leading the way in 


Public Domain and Shareware? 


With thousands of ST customers, worldwide, as far 
afield as Japan, Italy, Iceland, Australia, France, 
Saudi Arabia, Holland, Belgium, Singapore, 

Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Norway etc. etc. 


Clip art collections 
Eight D/S disks 
Only £19.95 


Disk Sets 
Five disk set from 


Only £10.00 


| One of the country's 
leading supporters of ST 
Shareware authors 


One of the country's 
leading distributors for 
the Budgie UK collection 


Exclusive adventure 
helpline service 
Available NOW 


Exclusive Payed-Up 
Shareware 


Available NOW 


Send 2 first class stamps for the latest edition of our 
printed 40 page illustrated catalogue, or only £1.50 for 
printed catalogue AND disk cat' database disk, 
complete with supplementary programs. 


Goodman Enterprises 
16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, 
Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. ST3 1SW 


(0782) 335650 


Telephone: 


Modem owners - you can now order through Bath BBS on (0225) 835841 


HARDWARE / PERIPHERALS / BOOKS 


SOFTWARE 


£254.99 

£74.99 
£119.99 
£394.99 
£419.99 
£454.99 
£529.99 
£579.99 

£94.99 


5Q0ST-FM Discovery Pack 
SQ0ST-E Power Pack 
1040ST-E Midiman Pack 
1040ST-E Prof Pack 
1040ST-E Super Pack 
1040ST-E Xtra Pack 
MEGA 1 ST Prof Pack 
MEGA @ ST Prof Pack 
MEGA 4 ST Prof Pack 
M124 Mono Monitor 
$€1224 Colour Monitor 
MEGAFILE 30 Hard Drive 
MEGAFILE 44 Hard Drive. 
MEGAFILE 60 Hard Drive. 
‘SLM804 Laser Printer 


£974.99 
£354.99 
£439.99 
£439.99 
£439.99 
£454.99 
£514.99 
RING 
RING 
£99.99 
£224.99 
£439.99 


Atari ST 3D Graphic: 


Supra 60Mo Hard Drive 

Supra 8OMb Hard Drive 

0.5Mo Xtra-RAM, 

Mb Xtra-RAM 

0.5Mb Xtra-RAM STE 

QMb Xtra-RAM STE 

£799.99 4Mb Xtra-RAM STE 

£599.99 Forget-Me-Clock I 
RING ito 

£24.99 PC Speed 

“7 Hitachi Camera & Lens 

Vidi ST 

Type 10 Handy Scanner 

Kempston Datascan 


5) 
Atari ST Mach Lang 68000. 
Atari ST Prog Gde Compute 
Atari ST Prog Gde Weber 
ST Tricks & Tips 
* Machine Lang. 
Prog Ref Gde 
Programmers Ref Gde. 
0 Basic Quick Prog Ref 
£919.99 Game Makers Manual * 
£87.50 _ Graphic Appl . 
£954.99 Kids and the 
£224.99 —_Leaming C fi 
£499.99 MIDI & Sound Book for * 
£94.99 Musical Applications * 
£104.99 Practical Logo Atari ST 
£389.99 Presenting the Atari ST 
£144.99 Programming in GFA Basic 
£994.99 + Appl Gde to Prog inC 
£359.99 STArtist 
£34.99 * Disk Dives Inside & Out 
£64.99 Tech Ref Gde * Vol VDI 
£99.99 Tech Ref Gde * Vol9 AES 
£24.99 
£34.99 
£54.99 
£39.99 
£8.99 . 
£12.99 
£12.99 
£5.99 
£7.99 
£19.99 
£12.60 


£16.95 
£18.95 
£17.50 
£16.95 
£13.95 
£11.95 

£9.95 
£16.95 
£18.45 
£16.45 

£5.95 

£6.95 
£15.95 

£9.95 
£19.95 
£17.45 
£18.95 
£19.95 
£19.95 
£22.95 
£14.95 


MEGA 2STLASER PACK | 
MEGA 2 ST 
$M124 Mono Monitor 
SLM804 Laser Printer 
Professional Pack Software 


£1599.99 


Designer Modem 


MEGA 4 ST LASER PACK 


Mastersound 

Replay V4 

Replay Professional 
Contriver Mouse 
Naksha Mouse 

Marconi Tracker Ball 
Control Centre 

10x Sony Bulk 3.5° 

10 x Sony MFD2DD 3.5° 
10 x TDK MF20D 3.5 
3.5" 40 Capacity Box 
3.5° 80 Capacity Box 
3.5" 150 Capacity Posso. 
1001 Things to do with * 


MEGA 4 ST 
SM124 Mono Monitor 
SLM804 Laser Printer 
Professional Pack Software 


£1899.99 


£19.95 
£8.95 
£21.95 
£8.95 


68000 Assembly Lang Prog. 
68000 User Guide 
Programming the 68000 
Teach Yourself 68000 


Deluxe Mouse Mat 
Quality Dust Cover 
Drive Head Cleaner 
10 TDK MFQDD Disks 


Lattice CVS £114.95 
Mark Williams C £92.50 
Mark Williams cso £42.50 
Nevada Cobol £35.95 Spectrum 519 £93.50 
ten9e, _Personal Pascal 2 £62.50 Video Titling Design £15.95 
cre995, Prospero C [1.5 | 
Prospero Fortran £71.95 DESKTOP PUBLISHING | 
£47.50 rospero Pascal £7105. “weerenaiherva —— 
£3750: SUPER SSE: Fleet St Publish 
Pagestream ( 

| UTILITIES Ti aaa pr 

C Breeze Editor 
Craft 2 

Fontz 

Hard Drive Turbo Kit 
Harlekin 

K-Graph 3 

Knife ST 

K-Resource 2 
Mailshot Plus 

PC Ditto 

Tempus 2 

Turbo ST 

Utilities Plus 

WERCS 

WERCS Plus 


£15.95 
£25.95 
£22.50 


Human Design 
WORD PROCCESSING MasterCAD 

Se PST OST Microbot Design 
£97.95 


DATABASES 
Data Manager Professional 


£21.95 
£35.95 
£19.95 
£24.95 
£35.95 
£34.95 
£22.50 
£27.95 
£34.95 
£64.95 
£28.95 
£25.95 
£21.95 
£22.50 
£35.95 


£29.95 
£34.95 
£34.95 
£56.95 
£42.50 
£69.95 
£169.95 


£274.95 
£457.50 
£469.95 
£21.95 
£124.95 
£34.95 


C-Lab Creator 
C-Lab Notator. 
Cubase: 
K-Minstrel 2 
Pro 24 
Quartet 


Superbase Personal 
Superbase Personal 2 
Superbase Professional 


SPREADSHEETS 

£27.95 
£18.50 
£49.50 
£62.50 
£89.95 
£77.50 
£18.50 


COMMUNICATIONS 
88S V3 
Flash 
K-Comm 2 
Mini Office Comms 


DG Calc 

K-Spread 

K-Spread 2 

K-Spread 3 

K-Spread 4 

Logistix 

Mini Office Spreadsheet 


£41.50 

£19.95 
£34.95 
£18.50 


E CAD/GRAPHICS/ANIMATION 


£15.95 
£18.95 
£57.50 
£12.95 
£92.50 
£29.95 
£37.50 
£57.95 
£57.95 
£35.95 
£20.95 
£37.50 
£57.95 
£98.95 
£15.95 


ACCOUNTS 


Accountant 
Accountant Plus 
Bookkeeper 

Financial Controller 
Home Accounts 
Michtron Payroll 

Personal Finance Manager 
Small Bus Accounts Cash 
Small Bus Accounts Xtra £79.95 
Small Bus Accounts Plus £156.50 


EDUCATIONAL 


EaSSoues 
Fun School 2 (6- 
Spell Book 4-6 


Architectural Design. 
CAD 3D V1.0 
Campus Draft 
Canvas 

Cartoon Design 
Cyber Control 
Cyber Paint 

Cyber Sculpt 

Cyber Studio 

Cyber Texture 
Degas Elite 

Easy Draw 2 

Easy Draw 2 Supercharged 
Easy Tools 

Future Design 


£138.50 
£229.95, 
£92.50 
£364.95 
£18.50 
£79.95 
£24.95 
£56.50 


LANGUAGES / COMPILERS Etc | 


Devpac 2. £43.50 
Fast Basic (Disk) £37.95 
Fast Basic (Rom) £73.50 
FTL Modula 2 £49.95 
FTL Modula 2 Developer £71.50 
GFA Basic V3 Complier £22.95 
GFA Basic V3 Interpreter £39.95 
GST C Compiler. £15.95 
GST Macro Assemoler £15.95 
Hisoft Basic £56.95 
Hisoft C. £35.95 
Hisoft Forth £28.95 
K-Occam £42.50 


B/8+) £14.95 


£19.95 


80 Capacity Lockable Disk Box 
ONLY £20* 
‘When purchased with any ST 
computer ... Offer limited to 
1 starter pack per ST purchased! 


All prices include 


Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SOFTMACHINE. All items subject to availability. 
AT + Delivery. All prices subject to change without notice. E & OE. 


SOFTMACHINE 


Dept. STF8, 36 Guernsey Road, Sunderland SR4 9RR. Telephone: 091 - 385 7246. 


£19.95 

£9.95 
£14.95 
£14.95 
£19.95 
£19.95 


Spell Book 7+ 

S/Book Alphabet Creator 
S/Book Spell Pack 4-6. 
S/Book Spell Pack 7+ 
Things to do with Numbers 
Things to do with Words 


VISA __| 
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LETTERS 


feedback 


Your letters on ST-related matters. FORMAT editor Steve Carey replies 


Getting into the music 


After being injured in a car accident, I've spent 
the last two years in music. Although 38 years 
old, I've had no direct contact with computers, 
but realise | can improve my musical output 
1,000 fold just by using software sequencers, 
samplers, educational programs and so on. 

The Atari STE computer seems to be tailor- 
made for my needs, But should | buy a 520 
and see how | get on with it, upgrading when 
pocket and user-improvement allow; or should | 
plump straightaway for the 1040 STE and hunt 
around for PD music software that’s 
compatible? 

Needless to say, I'm slightly worried about 
what I'm getting into, but then | felt the same 
way when, because of my accident, | changed 
from bass guitar to keyboards. 

Norman S Walter 
Godebridge, Herts 


stf For anyone who already has a 520 the 
STE represents a good investment, providing 
more power and the potential for better colour 
and sound. Anyone looking to buy their first ST 
should aim as far up the ladder as possible, 
especially if they intend power-hungry uses like 
music. It's the second law of computing: What 
Seems A Vast Amount of Memory Very Rapidly 
Becomes Just That Bit Too Little. (The first law? 
If There’s Going To Be A Powercut, It Will 
Happen When You're Just About To Save For 
The First Time In Hours.) 

Hope you enjoyed last month’s music 
special issue, by the way. 


Into the music, again 


| plan to start a small amateur publication 
aimed at ST music users, with a disk and com- 
puter printout containing reviews, education, 
contact facilities, tips, demos and utilities avail- 
able through mail order. Anyone wishing to con- 
tribute or to be included in the contact pages 
should write to me at the address below. 

Paul Marsden 

10 Harvey Street, Newtown Road, 

Carlisle, Cumbria CA2 7NX 


stf Good luck, and we'd love to have a copy 
when it gets off the ground. 


Two for the price of one 


How can | double the value of my copy of 
Britain’s best selling ST mag? Easy, | buy myself 
a double-sided disk drive! A quick glance through 
the ads. Problem solved. Well, not quite, for 
there are countless numbers of different drives 
on the market. | can choose from the cheapest 
drive which draws its power from the mouse 
port (do | hear the sound of frying components?), 
there are “extended track” drives which offer up 
to 90 tracks per disk; and what about flashing, 
flashy track indicators? There are even drives 
which can switch between 1.5 and 1MByte. | 
could go on forever. Can you please review a 
range of external disk drives, and double my 
incentive to visit my local newsagents on the 
second Thursday of every month? 

Andrew D Kennedy 

Dunblane, Perthshire 


| recently decided to buy a flight simulator for 
my STE. | was wondering if you could advise 
me which is the best in terms of realism, 
amount of scenery to explore and quality of 
graphics. Price does not really matter. 

Tom Black 

Norwich, Norfolk 


stf Funny you should ask that, since last 
month we had F-19 from Microprose, and this 
month we’ve seen F-29 from Ocean. In terms 
of technical quality, accuracy and sheer 
authenticity there’s no contest: Microprose 
win hands down. Neil Jackson, who’s spent 
more time playing flight sims than anyone | 
know gave the FORMAT Gold-rated F-19 an 
extraordinary 96%, and F-29 a more modest 
76%. But if you’re a newcomer to the flight 
sim world, F-29 might actually be a better 
choice, because it’s so easy to fly. The ST is 
So well-suited to programming flight sims that 
either of these would suit you down to the 
ground, if that’s the phrase I'm looking for. 


THOSE MAGNIFICENT FLYING MACHINES 


 F-29: a great choice for beginners 
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stf Absolutely. We have just such a round-up 
planned — when we can fit it in. If anyone has 
strong views on the subject we'd be delighted 
to hear from you: It's An External Disk Drive 
And I'm Not Afraid to Use It, ST FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth St, Bath BA2 2AP. 


Space for ST artists 


An idea: why doesn't your magazine have a 
half-page art gallery? ST users draw a picture 
and send it in, the art editor picks four or more 
drawings, and these are displayed in the maga- 
zine or on the disk. The best picture could win 
£25 or free software. 

Ellen Thomas 

Hythe, Hampshire 


stf Nice idea. All we need now are some 
contributions. Get manipulating your pixels, and 
send your finished pictures on disk to: ST Art 
Gallery, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath 
BA2 2AP. We'll only use your pic if you tell us 
what ST art package you used, and we can 
only return disks if you enclose a suitably sized 
stamped addressed envelope. 


Packing up troubles 


Having recently upgraded to the Atari STE I'm 
aghast to discover the waste of packaging 
which accompanies most software. Take for 
instance Hard Drivin’ from Tengen/Domark, a 
very large plastic box housing only a disk and a 
sheet of instructions. The commercial 
presentation is very impressive, but in my 
Opinion totally unnecessary: surely without 
these large boxes the cost of software could be 
considerably reduced. Come on manufacturers, 
cut out these additional costs: we really don't 
need them. Software is expensive as it is. 
Steve Ellwood 

Seaton Sluice, Tyne & Wear 


The cost of software packaging is relatively 
modest, certainly in comparison with the 
development of what's in the box, if it’s any 
good. With the release in the crucial autumn 
period in particular of hundreds and hundreds 
of ST games, you can't really blame software 
houses for doing their very best to make sure 
their biggest games stand out from the crowd. 


Why ads are good for you 


David Thomas (STF 9) suggested that ST 
FORMAT should have fewer adverts. This sub- 
ject crops up time and again, but | think you 
have the balance just about right. The adverts 
are a very important part of your magazine. | 


would suggest when buying a new printer, disk > 


ST FORMAT 125 


HOW TO ORDER... JUST 


: MAKE A NOTE OF THE 
5 PRODUCT NAME AND ORDER 
NUMBER AND FILL IN THE 


ORDER FORM OPPOSITE OR 
RING OUR HOTLINE NUMBER 


HOTLIN 


THE LATEST AND GREATEST 


PRODUCTS AT THE BEST ow 7 0458 74011 | . 


POSSIBLE PRICES! 


~ a 


WIN E500 OF ST-VIDEO KIT /20 SIZZLING GAMES: 
(BAALD MAST ROBOT / MOOMWALKER: THE FIRST REVIEN | YAMCSOFT; WHATS HOT - WHATS NOT 


See page 111 for 
our remarkable 
subscription offer of 
FREE SOFTWARE 


e 
° 
e 
: GRAPHICS COLLECTION EXCELLENT VALUE 
e Amazing two disk PD graphics compilation 
e including Neochrome, Ani ST and a host of a: : 
@ — other graphics utilities picked to help you get the very Description —_ Price - Order No = 
@ — most from your ST. Includes full eight page manual. Graphics C/n £9.99 $T350 
ps uy 
: ST BINDER Description Price Order No 
COVER DISK 7 Keep your issues together in this high Won kinder ; 
SKATE : quality binder with the ST FORMATlogo One binder a __ Stule 
BE e Printed on the spine. Two binders £9.00  $T1122 
e 
e DEVPAC ST iisoft SAVE £15 
e For sheer programming speed there's only ay: . 
® one choice: program directly in 68000 Description Price = Order No 
3 assembler language using Devpac. Devpac 2 ST £44.95 $1315 
e HISOFT BASIC iisot SAVE £20 
. 4) You saw the great game Ballzone on Cover 
Disk 11, now you can buy the source code a H 
B AC K : and HiSoft Basic together in one fabulous package Descr iption_ Price Order No 5 
and create your own winning game! Basic & Code £59.95 $1347 
is y eg 
ISSUES -: TDK DISKS 10x FREE CASSETTE 
Want to complete your e Ten top quality TDK 3.5" DS disks with a sain ; 
collection of the ultimate ST Ps FREE TDK Limited Edition SA9O cassette Description _—_—Price Order No 
magazine with disks included? . worth £1.99! TDK Disks £11.99 $1346 
We even pay the postage! e STARBLADE Palece/Silmarils SAVE £7 
ST FORMAT rf See this month's Cover Disk. Set in the year 
3001 in the galaxy of Orion, you go ona ats 
ng, a a ais, $ dangerous spacettrading mission to save the world Description _Price Order No 
poe cA ae i i] 
ISSUES “3.45 TF08 ° from ruthless alien insects! = Starblade £17.99 $1342 
ISSUE 9 $3.45 STFO9 ® KID PUBLISHER Brumieve SUPERB VALUE 
ISSUE10__ 43.45 __STF10_ | @ See Cover Disk issue 11. Excellent DTP Description Price Order No 
ISSUE 11 £3.45 STF11 ® package for young computer users. Kid Publisher £29.99. ST343 
ISSUE12 £3.45 ——STFI2 = es : 
OR WHY NOT BUY SOME OF ° RESOLUTION 101 Millenium SAVE £6 
THE VERY RARE ORIGINAL e i 
ST/AMIGA MAGAZINES... . The fastest 3D graphics ever. See Cover Description Price Order No 
HURRY, THERE ARE LIMITED ® Disk issue 11. Search the city for drug ; coe 
STOCKS! @ _ barons and collect illicit contraband. Resolution 101 £18.99 $1341 
» e 
2) ° HEREWITH THE CLUES! SAVE £7 
® CRLe Loads of fun in this murder mystery 
; game. You're the assistant commissioner of 
the anti-terrorist squad in pre-war London. Play the a . 
: game then enter the CRL competition to reveal the Description ont Price Order No 
 _ {inal solution." Herewith the.. £17.95 $T340 
: MASTERSOUND Microdeal SAVE £10 
e See the Cover Disk (issue 8). This amazing Description Price Order No 
e sound sampler includes hardware and | 7 
© software, plug into your ST and make some sounds! © MastersoundST £29.95 $T307B 
e 
: FORMAT GOLD T-SHIRT LIMITED EDITION 
e Brilliant new FORMAT Gold T-shirts. Be a true Description Price Order No __ 
e winner by wearing the ultimate accolade F. Gold Shirt L £5.95 ST348 
MATE NO DISK? ; ; i 
PRICES INCLUDE | 2 See F.Gold Shirt XL £5.95 $T349 
ST/AMIGA FORMAT Ps 
POSTAGE, PACKING | |... PRICE _ORDERNO | @ VIRUS KILLER cr. SUPERB VALUE 
AND VAT ISSUE 1-10  SOLDOUT —_ SORRY! ° Be sure your machine, disks and ea — 
ISSUE 11 £2.95 AM211 e programmes are safe. Detects and Description wae Price: Order No_ 
ISSUE 12 £2.95 AM212 : destroys viruses and gets rid of nasty odours. Virus Killer £9.95 $7305 
ISSUE 13 £2.95 AM213 e 
e 
Name Description Price Order No 
Address 
Postcode 
Phone number [2 
Method of payment (please circle) Access * Visa * Cheque ¢ PO TOTAL ORDER pA ate Sea 


0458 74011 


Credit Card No SEND THIS FORM TO: Trevor Witt, ST Format, 


The Old Barn, Freepost, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7PY 


——_ Please make all cheques payable to 
Future Publishing Limited and be in pounds 
sterling. 


Expiry date [| 


No stamp required if posted in the UK, Channel Islands or the Isle of Man 


Vv 


LETTERS 


drive or software that a careful study of the var- 
ious adverts would pay any reader dividends. 
The difference in prices for the same item can 
be quite considerable, although the cheapest is 
not always the best. A good service combined 
with a competitive price seems to me an appro- 
priate balance. 

So, | would ask you not to cut down on 
your adverts. Looking for special offers and 
new products your magazine hasn't reviewed 
for a while, and studying the price differentials 
of the various companies is just as much a part 
of owning an ST as any other. 

Jonathon Barrington 
Littleover, Derby 


stf A good point, well made. Anyone disagree? 


Make your voices heard 


We're two young ST enthusiasts who believe 
that ST owners want more from their machines 
than just playing games: the ST FORMAT 
questionnaire results seem to support this 
theory. So we’re working on a series of 
hardware packages, consisting of hardware 
peripherals, driving software and tutorial 
literature and ranging from understanding 
binary to building a complex automated probe. 
That’s where FORMAT’s readers come in. If 
anyone has any suggestions on the type of 
hardware peripherals they'd like to see, or 
preferences for either a DIY kit or a more 
expensive, completed kit, please write to us, 
enclosing an SAE if you'd like a reply. 
Chris Johnson and Kingsley White 
KCE Electronic Designs 
19 Rousham Rd 
Eastville, Bristol BS5 6XW. 


stf Chris and Kingsley are aiming to make a 
business out of their hardware series. We've 
seen early prototypes and they look pretty 
good, but they're certainly going to need all the 
help they can get. Give them some! 


High price strategy 


I'm responding to your article on “Killer Games” 
(STF 10) or, more specifically, on the quoted 
comments by Microprose that they had 
employed “independent consultants” to gauge 
their pricing strategy for MidWinter. 

Aside from the suspicion that their brief 
was probably to justify the maintenance of 
Microprose’s high prices (in keeping with their 
own perception of their “image”), market 
research is notoriously unreliable because 
people rarely do as they say, and even when 
they do, it depends on who you ask and how 
you phrase the question. Remember the Edsel! 


| MidWinter may be pricey, but what 
value for money - a 96% FORMAT gold! 


128 ST FORMAT 


PD LIBRARIES: A GOOD SERVICE RECORD? 


| thought I'd test out some of the PD libraries to see 
how reliable they really are. | wrote an initial letter and 


4% sent it to 23 PD libraries (addresses courtesy of ST 
/ % FORMAT), and then waited. This is what happened: 
ff w  _-B-SOFT (3 days): reasonable, easy-to-read catalogue 
— N_ MPH (4 days): catalogue on disk and some free PD 
/ ‘ ~ PAGE 6 (7 days): excellent catalogue and leaflets 


FLOPPYSHOP ST (7 days): catalogue on disk 
GOODMAN (7 days): excellent glossy catalogue 
ENTERPRISES ENTERTAINMENT (12 days): catalogue 
Now, four weeks later, none of the others have replied. As you can see, some are very good, a 
couple sent a free disk as an example and the Goodman catalogue is amazing. Some even have 
an ST helpline. On the whole an average response and an excellent service and | highly 


month. Thank you for an excellent magazine. 
Kurt Frary 
Norwich, Norfolk 


the chance to learn different techniques. 


good number of excellent PD services around. 


recommend the above mentioned libraries which | now use. 
| have read your magazine from the old days of ST/Amiga FORMAT and it gets better every 


PS Why not include a page solely for programming problems, such as a solved program for 
Basic, Assembler and C each month? | know you do this elsewhere, but it would give people 


stf Even though your test wasn’t perhaps 100% fair, Kurt (you don’t say whether you included 
SAEs, which some PD libraries specifically request), | think it does indicate that there are a 


Incidentally, | think it’s worth remembering that most PD libraries run on a tiny budget. If 
you can afford to do so, enclose a generously sized SAE when you request a catalogue. 

Your suggestion of a programming page is a good one, and if we can find the room in our 
densely packed pages we'll certainly give it a whirl. Do other readers want to see more 
programming in ST FORMAT? We are, after all, here to serve you! 

Incidentally, our regular PD column will be back as usual next month. 


The market researchers can take it from me 
that £10, let alone £20, still represents a fair 
amount of pocket money in most families and 
that Entertainment International's Pipemania will 
remain on the wanted list here until the price 
comes down (especially now we know it wasn’t 
even difficult to do!) 

F James Pickett 

Newport, Isle of Wight 


stf | really do think you're a little off-beam on this 
one. Why on earth should Microprose spend a 
good deal of money “proving” what they already 
know? And, as imperfect as market research may 
be, it’s still an important part of finding out what 
the customers want - or at least what, 
according to you, they say they want. 

I'm certain Microprose would agree entirely 
with you that £20 is a lot of cash, but surely 
they more than almost anyone try to give value 
for that money. 


Unsolicited testimonial 


| wish to put on public record the fast, efficient 
and courteous service that | received from 
Frontier Software when | sent my 1040STFM to 
them for an upgrade to 2.5MBytes. 

After finding out that my 1040 had a surface 
mounted MMU chip and that the board | had 
already purchased from another supplier could 
not be fitted, nor an alternative fitting supplied, | 
rang Frontier at 5pm on a Wednesday (not really 
expecting anyone to be there). 

Much to my surprise an extremely helpful 
man answered the phone and told me that 
because of my surface mounted MMU Frontier 
would have to undertake the fitting of the 
upgrade board and that it would take a couple 
of working days. | agreed to their charges and 
sadly packed up my 1040 ready for its trip to 
Harrogate the next day. 


The courier called at 2pm the following day and 
took it away, leaving me to to cope without my 
beloved ST. | now looked desperately forwards 
to maybe the following Wednesday when my 
1040 would wing its way back. A long weekend 
came and passed. Monday arrived and | set out 
forlornly to work. But hark, who was this pulling 
up outside my door, a large box in his arms? 
The courier! 

Allowing a day either way for the delivery, 
Frontier must have opened up and fitted the 
upgrade immediately my computer arrived with 
them and sent it straight back. Well done and 
thanks once again to Frontier Software. 

Chris Phelps 
Brockworth, Gloucester 


stf Excellent service by anyone’s standards, 
I’m sure everyone will agree. And it pays 
companies to be efficient, for the word gets 
around. If you've had a particularly memorable 
experience — memorable for its excellence or 
otherwise - why not drop us a line? Write to: 
Yes, Steve, Funny You Should Ask But | Have 
Had A Particularly Memorable Experience, ST 
FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA2 2AP. stf 


HOW TO WIN £25! 


Amused? Puzzled? Disgusted? Address 
your observations to: The Editor, ST 
FORMAT, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath BA1 2AP, marking the envelope 
“For publication.” We prefer short, sharp 


letters on a single subject. There’s £25 for 
the best letter, too! 

If your letter is about a technical 
problem, write to Desktop at the above 
address. And if it’s to do with subscriptions 
or special offers, address it to 
Subscriptions/Mail Order, ST FORMAT, The 
Old Barn, Somerton, Somerset. 
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OFFERING A SOFTWARE SERVIC 
(WONDER WHAT (TS ABOUT? 


HELLO? IVE re 
GOT SOME INTERESTING 
DETAILS HERE For Psd 


pie, Me = \ 
We CUES WHAT? ~<om 
Bs/ THEY SAID IF THEY GET 
. HIM, WELL GET £1000/V/ 
REWARD)! ag 4 
FOR INFORMATION 
r LEADING TO A 
PROSECUTION 


& CONVICTION 
THIS CAMPAIGN ISORGANISEDBY ANY INFORMATION ON PIRACY SHOULD 


EJLIS|PIA] BERASSED TOF.AS.. (THE FEDERATION PIRACY 
‘4/s/@l= || TELEPHONE 071-497 8973 ISTHEFT 


PREVIEW next issue 


last word plus 


And so we bid a fond farewell as ST FORMAT 13 sinks majestically into 
the west. We shall not see its like again — until ST FORMAT 14 hits the 
streets with a resounding thump on Thursday 9 August. Order yours now! 


Don’t miss out! 


As ST FORMAT 13 gets laid to rest, 
we wait with bated breath for 
Thursday 9 August, when large and, 
we trust, orderly queues will form 
outside newsagents the length and 
breadth of Britain looking for STF 14. 
The pity of it is, we know that 
some of you are going to be 
disappointed, since in the past few 
months we've been disappearing off 
the shelves faster than you can Say, 
“A copy of ST FORMAT please, my 
good man, and a packet of Opal 
Fruits to go.” 
Now, if you've found yourself 
frustrated in your search, you have 
three options open to you. 
@ Option One: take your chances. 
Not wise, in the circs. Some doctors 
believe that being deprived of your 
copy of ST FORMAT is equivalent in 
terms of risk to smoking 43 cigs, 
drinking 17 pints of Old Farmer's 
Grobbly and trying to tell Mrs Thatch 
where she's going wrong, all in the 
one evening. 
@ Option Two: use the special cut- 
out-and-hand-to-your-newsagent form 
below. It might be wise to fill it in 
before you hand it over, though. 
@ Option Three: turn to page 111, fill 
in the form and take out a 
subscription. Now that’s more like it! 
You see, not only do you get your 
issue before the rest of us delivered 
free, but you also get £25’s worth of 
software absolutely free! If you don’t 
believe us, turn to the 
aforementioned page 111 and prove 
it for yourself. 


| Complete this form and hand it to your newsagent 


Name 


beginning with the September issue, available Thursday 9 August. 


FORMAT EVERY WEEK? 


Well, not quite. But if, in between issues of Britain’s brightest, best and 
biggest-selling ST magazine you get an insatiable desire for your Atari fix, 
fear not. There’s no need to go without, for our sister magazine New Com- 


puter Express features a column in every issue, written by ST FORMAT 
editor Steve Carey with help on the games side from Mark Higham, dedi- 
cated to all that’s going on in the ST world. So get your copy every Thurs- 
day — it only costs a mere 58p — and keep up with what’s going down. 


Warning: STs can 
give you babies 


You know how the phone always goes 
when you're in the middle of your best 
game ever — and it won't pause? 
Well, when 22 year old ST nut Debra 
Preston of Tunstall, Staffordshire, 
found herself well on the way to her 
largest ever score in Xenon Il, nothing 
was going to stop her. Not even the 
fact that she was going into labour. 

Ambulancemen and husband 
John attempted in vain to persuade 
her to put down her joystick. 
Eventually Debra made it to the end 
of level four and was rushed off to 
Stoke-on-Trent City General Hospital 
where a healthy baby, Tara, was born 
soon after. 

Meanwhile ST FORMAT games 
editor Mark Higham has been shy to 
improve his Xenon II top score for 
fear of making reproductive history. 


Are you a winner? 


Back in our June issue (STF 11) we 
ran two competitions, as a result of 
which we've been in the postman’s 
bad books ever since. Well, he can 


Please reserve me ___ copy/copies of ST FORMAT every month, |: 


Address 


Phone 


130 ST FORMAT 


To the newsagent: ST FORMAT is distributed by SM Distribution 


relax a bit, for they've now closed. 
First off was the chance to win 
one of two complete comms 
systems, including modem, 
software, Micronet subscription and 
even some on-line time. Stand by 
Carl Gillison of Burnley in 
Lancashire, and Kieron Lehmann 
of Acton in London, who are soon 


to get a whacking great parcel left 
on their respective front doorsteps. 

Then there were the 60 copies 
of Millennium’s remarkable 
Resolution 101, which we awarded a 
FORMAT Gold award and a stonking 
great 93%. 59 of you will soon be 
getting your very own free copies of 
this fabulous game. Pity the relatives 
and poor pet cat of Matthew Stead 
of Liversedge in West Yorkshire, 
however, for not only will he be 
receiving Resolution 101, but the 
spooky gorilla mask that was 
digitised and used in the game itself. 

This gruesome thing has been 
hanging arocfnd the offices for 
weeks now and scaring the life out 
of the unfortunate receptionist. Look 
out Liversedge! stf 
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ITALLLOS' 


WORLD CUP SOCCER ITALIA 90 
THE ONLY OFFICIAL WORLD CUP 


COMPUTER GAME 
1990 CHAMPIONSHIE 


i IBM PC CBM 64 DISC 
ANS AMIGA.1MEG SPECTRUM 48/128| | Eree World Cup wall chart 
WAS 7 AMIGA ./2MEG SPECTRUM +3 
. <SSe ATARI ST AMSTRAD CASS 
—— CBM64CASS_ AMSTRAD DISC World Cup Story 1930- 
1990 


Amazing facts & figures 
from all championships 


Competition to win :- 

weeks at the Bobby Charlton 
School of Football (to be 
coached by 1st Division 
Footballers). Plus a Football 
Strip of your own choice. 
Videos of the 1990 

World Cup Championship. 
Footballs. 

T-Shirts. 


Licensed by OLIVETTI 
official supplier ITALIA‘90’. 


Available from W.H. Smiths, 
Menzies, Boots, Woolworths 
your local VIRGIN store and 
all leading software retailers. 


®1990 Virgin Mastertronic, 
2 d 2-4 Vernon Yard, 

GERMANY j a Fey 119 Portobello Road, 

= London W11 2DX. 
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